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PREFACE  1222053 


— how  it  happened. 

As  dawn  was  breaking,  Saturday,  December  22,  1957,  my  then 
twelve-year-old  son  Russell  and  I  were  cruising  along  the  highway  just 
west  of  Tullahoma  on  our  way  from  Knoxville  to  Flat  Creek  to  visit  my 
parents.  As  we  approached  the  sign  pointing  to  Smith  Chapel,  I  asked, 
“Would  you  like  to  see  where  Grandmother’s  mother  and  father  are 
buried?”  The  reply  was  enthusiastically  affirmative;  so  we  made  the  neces¬ 
sary  detour,  parked  our  car,  and  walked  into  the  frost-covered  cemetery 
with  barely  enough  light  of  the  new  day  to  read  the  inscriptions  on  the 
monuments. 

That  was  the  beginning  of  this  book;  but  I  had  not  the  slightest  idea 
of  it  then  or  that  Russell  and  I  would  return  again  and  again  to  Smith 
Chapel  Cemetery  to  copy  tombstone  inscriptions  for  three  generations  of 
ancestors  and  other  relatives,  search  dozens  of  other  cemeteries,  and  drive 
thousands  of  miles  in  search  of  courthouse  records. 

During  the  four-and-one-half-year  period  which  followed,  I  made 
hundreds  of  contacts,  personally  or  by  correspondence,  with  close  relatives, 
distant  relatives,  courthouse  record  keepers,  librarians,  and  others  engaged 
in  family  research.  Obtaining  information  in  this  manner  was  not  without 
its  frustrating  delays,  but  the  generous  response  of  many  correspondents 
has  provided  a  most  rewarding  experience  and  has  resulted  in  a  number  of 
warm  friendships.  The  research  which  has  made  this  publication  possible 
has  come  from  the  cooperative  efforts  of  independent  teams  of  descendants 
of  the  various  ancestors  sketched  in  the  chapters  which  follow.  By  making 
available  verified  information  which  they  had  assembled  over  a  period  of 
many  years,  these  distant  cousins  reduced  my  own  personal  efforts  by  many 
months  and  many  hundreds  of  miles  of  travel.  To  all  of  them  I  shall  ever 
be  grateful.  Many  of  their  names  are  scattered  throughout  the  pages  which 
follow  at  the  points  where  their  contributions  are  of  most  significance  or 
where  they  fit  naturally  into  the  genealogical  sequence.  I  am  sorry  if  there 
are  any  inadvertent  omissions.  Among  my  closer  relatives  who  have  not 
been  acknowledged  as  contributors  of  information,  are  my  own  parents, 
whose  memories  and  inquiries  have  provided  much  of  the  information  on 
recent  generations.  Moreover,  they  provided  me  with  many  a  night’s  lodging 
and  many  more  home-cooked  meals  before  and  after  my  numerous  ex¬ 
cursions  into  the  cemeteries  and  courthouses  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community 
and  surrounding  area.  The  greatest  satisfaction  which  accompanies  the 
completion  of  this  project  is  that  both  Mother  and  Father  have  lived  to 
witness  it.  To  my  wife  especially,  and  to  my  two  children  also,  I  add  a  note 
of  appreciation  for  their  indulgence  and  cooperation  in  the  numerous  field 
trips  which  I  made  and  in  the  countless  hours  which  I  spent  in  the  solitude 
of  my  study  while  assembling  and  organizing  the  information  contained  in 
this  book. 
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Some  of  the  most  significant  information  which  I  received  came  from 
elderly  people  who  did  not  live  long  enough  to  read  what  they  had  helped 
me  write.  This  book  is  dedicated,  therefore,  to  the  memory  of  the  following 
deceased  associates  in  its  preparation:  Zula  Parker  Bearden,  Joseph  Guiton 
Parker,  Georgia  Price  Womack,  Eugene  M.  Hix,  Joe  Etta  Templeton  Hix, 
Ernest  K.  Frost,  Jessie  Pennington  Hutchison,  Mary  Emily  Hall  Walker, 
James  Bruce  Walker,  Ann  Latham  Walker,  and  Ida  Stimpson  Miller.  There 
may  be  others  whose  death  notices  have  escaped  my  attention  or  my 
memory.  I  wish  to  give  posthumous  recognition  also  to  the  following  who 
passed  on  before  this  project  was  begun  but  who  left  behind  newspaper 
clippings,  old  letters,  and  other  forms  of  utterances  which  have  been  most 
helpful:  my  great-grandfather  John  Ebenezer  Frost,  my  grandfather  Joshua 
Wright  Frost,  Carrie  Bearden  Hobbs,  Jesse  Bryan,  Mary  Buck  Miller, 
Charles  E.  Gowen,  Georgia  Dot  Weems  Briggs,  Ewin  L.  Davis,  Charles 
Arthur  Hoppin,  Felicia  Swann  Woodward  Asbury,  Allan  Bearden  Philputt, 
James  McBride  Philputt,  James  L.  Hutson,  and  O.  E.  Van  Cleave. 

— why  it  was  written. 

This  project  has  not  been  a  search  for  heroes,  for  royal  connections, 
or  for  fortunes  with  missing  heirs,  but  for  information  which  will  be  useful 
in  preserving  the  memory  of  ancestors  who  have  prepared  the  way  for 
present  and  future  generations  and  who  have  helped  make  this  country 
what  it  is.  It  is  not  the  purpose  of  this  book  to  eulogize  ancestors  and  their 
relatives  or  to  absolve  them  of  all  their  shortcomings,  but  instead  to  convert 
into  simple,  organized  discourse  certain  facts  about  them  which  memory 
and  records  have  preserved  and  which  research  has  revealed. 

The  resolution  to  publish  this  book  in  the  face  of  dim  prospects  of 
ever  regaining  the  cost  of  its  publication  was  motivated  by  three  major 
objectives: 

1.  To  provide  my  own  closest  relatives  and  childhood  associates  with 
organized  facts  about  their  ancestry. 

2.  To  make  available  to  many  distant  relatives  the  combined  fruits 
of  the  family  research  which  has  occupied  their  attention  for  many  years. 

3.  To  preserve  for  future  generations  information  which  otherwise 
might  have  been  lost  or  which  at  least  would  have  become  more  difficult 
to  obtain. 


— what  it  contains. 

Started  as  a  series  of  biographical  sketches  of  direct  ancestors  but  ex¬ 
panded  later  to  include  their  children  and  sometimes  their  grandchildren, 
each  chapter  in  this  book  gradually  developed  into  the  story  of  a  column 
of  relatives  with  my  own  direct  ancestors  leading  the  procession  from  their 
own  to  the  next  generation.  Wherever  possible,  documentary  evidence  has 
been  used  to  verify  events  and  dates  involving  my  own  direct  ancestors; 
but  time  and  space  have  not  permitted  equal  attention  to  all  of  their  rela¬ 
tives.  For  these  it  has  been  necessary  often  to  accept  family  records  or  the 
testimony  of  persons  considered  qualified  to  give  information.  Although 
various  items  of  human  interest,  sometimes  based  upon  family  traditions, 
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have  been  included  in  these  sketches,  there  has  been  no  instance  of  inten¬ 
tionally  sacrificing  truth  for  interest  or  of  substituting  opinions  for  facts. 

Each  family  line  has  been  developed  as  a  separate  unit  even  though 
most  of  them  had  a  common  geographical  background  and  other  associa¬ 
tions  with  some  of  the  other  families  before  eventually  merging  with  all 
others  into  the  Frost-Hix  union  of  my  parents.  Although  there  are  frequent 
references  from  one  chapter  to  another,  repetition  and  overlapping  have 
been  necessary  frequently  in  order  to  be  able  to  present  each  chapter  as  an 
integral  unit. 

Most  of  the  family  names  which  head  the  chapters  of  this  book  were 
associated  with  the  early  history  of  the  Flat  Creek  Community  of  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  or  of  the  neighboring  communities  which  lie  in  the 
present  Counties  of  Moore,  Coffee,  Franklin,  and  Lincoln.  All  of  the  an¬ 
cestors  of  these  families,  so  far  as  can  be  determined,  arrived  in  America 
before  the  Revolutionary  Period — most  of  them  from  the  British  Isles;  but 
others  from  Holland,  Germany,  France,  and  Switzerland.  Their  migrations 
to  the  Flat  Creek  and  neighboring  Communities  from  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Kentucky,  and  Georgia  took  place  within  the 
thirty-year  period  from  1805  to  1835.  During  the  first  century  following 
these  migrations,  many  of  the  descendants  of  these  pioneer  families  re¬ 
mained  within  the  general  vicinity  of  their  parents’  homes.  Repeated 
instances  of  intermarriages  within  these  families  resulted  in  a  blood  rela¬ 
tionship  among  most  of  their  descendants.  Within  the  past  half-century, 
however,  most  of  the  descendants  of  these  pioneer  families  have  become 
scattered  throughout  the  fifty  states — hence  the  urgency  for  a  printed  rec¬ 
ord  of  their  common  ancestry. 

No  one  knows  better  than  its  writer  that  this  book  is  neither  complete 
nor  perfect;  but  it  does  appear  to  constitute  the  greatest  single  effort  to 
present  information  on  most  of  the  characters  sketched  in  its  pages.  Few, 
if  any,  will  be  interested  in  all  the  sketches;  but  many  can  find  the  names 
of  their  own  direct  ancestors  in  at  least  a  few  of  them.  There  is  not  a 
chapter  in  this  book  which  does  not  have  its  deficiencies  and  its  possible 
errors.  I  shall  welcome  from  readers  such  facts  and  such  verification  of 
facts  as  can  be  used  to  eliminate  both  deficiencies  and  errors.  Although  a 
later  edition  of  this  volume  is  not  contemplated  at  this  time,  there  is  the 
likelihood  that  any  chapter  may  become  the  basis  for  a  more  detailed 
history  of  the  family  depicted  therein. 

— a  special  message  to  my  closest  relatives. 

In  order  to  avoid  possible  embarrassments  and  jealousies,  sketches  on 
living,  close  relatives — including  my  own  parents — have  been  limited  to  es¬ 
sential  genealogical  facts.  In  the  Appendix  attempt  has  been  made  to 
present  the  significant  items  of  birth,  marriage,  death,  and  offspring  of  all 
the  descendants  of  my  grandparents  up  to  the  date  of  publication.  I  sin¬ 
cerely  regret  all  omissions  and  errors  which  have  been  passed  on  to  me  or 
which  I  have  made  in  copying.  May  I  suggest  that  each  of  you  who  dis¬ 
covers  an  omission  or  an  error  correct  his  own  copy  of  the  book  and 
notify  me  in  order  that  I  may  be  able  to  do  likewise. 
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To  any  descendant  who  may  some  day  regret  that  this  book  does  not 
include  more  information  on  its  writer  and  his  contemporaries,  may  I  say 
that  the  avowed  purposes  of  this  book  do  not  include  autobiography  or 
extensive  biography  for  living  persons.  Although  I  am  happy  if  I  have 
pointed  to  territory  where  hunting  is  rewarding,  I  would  not  wish  to  rob 
any  future  family  researcher  all  the  joys  of  the  chase  by  placing  on  his 
table  the  game  upon  which  he  could  feast  more  triumphantly  if  it  had  been 
the  prize  of  his  own  efforts.  To  all  who  are  interested  in  continuing  the 
search  I  issue  a  challenge  in  the  words  of  the  title  of  another  genealogical 
publication  named  herein,  “You  Take  It  From  Here.” 

Wright  W.  Frost 
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Chapter  I 

THE  FROST  FAMILY  FROM  MORRISTOWN, 
NEW  JERSEY,  TO  FLAT  CREEK,  TENNESSEE 


William  Frost,  Earliest  Known  Frost  Ancestor 

There  are  conflicting  opinions  about  the  origin  of  William  Frost,  the 
earliest  known  Frost  ancestor  of  the  Frost  family  which  settled  near  Flat 
Creek,  Tennessee,  about  1834.  One  theory  is  that  William  Frost,  of 
Morristown,  New  Jersey,  may  have  descended  from  Nicholas  Frost,  a  sea 
captain  who  came  to  Kittery,  Maine,  from  Tiverton,  Devonshire,  England, 
in  1632.  This  theory  is  based  largely  upon  the  assertion  of  Jonathan  C. 
Frost,  great-grandson  of  William  Frost,  that  this  ancestor  had  cousins  in 
Maine.  Jonathan  C.  Frost’s  statement  to  his  daughter  Minnie  Frost  Rands 
about  William  Frost’s  cousins  in  Maine  is  not  necessarily  in  conflict  with 
the  tradition  that  William  Frost,  or  his  parents,  came  directly  from 
Devonshire,  England,  in  time  for  William  to  be  a  freeholder  in  New 
Jersey  as  early  as  1740.  This  tradition  seems  to  be  accepted  by  most 
who  have  made  a  study  of  this  branch  of  the  Frost  family.  There  is 
another  tradition  that  the  Frosts  in  Devonshire  were  makers  of  brass 
bells;  and  there  are  indications  that  some  members  of  the  family  had  iron 
foundries  in  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  and  in  Stokes  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  James  Frost,  who  settled  in  Stokes  County,  North  Carolina,  and 
Ezekiel  Frost,  who  settled  in  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  are  reported 
to  have  been  William  Frost’s  cousins  and  to  have  accompanied  him 
southward  from  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  to  Rowan  County,  North 
Carolina. 

Although  he  has  searched  The  New  Jersey  Archives  and  has  made 
efforts  to  gain  information  through  the  public  library  of  Morristown,  New 
Jersey,  and  through  the  office  of  Secretary  of  State,  in  New  Jersey,  the 
writer  regretfully  admits  that  he  has  been  unable  to  discover  any  record 
by  which  any  of  the  above  traditions  can  be  substantiated.  A  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  New  Jersey  was  referred  to  Frederico  J.  Sacco,  a 
genealogist  of  Trenton,  who  had  this  to  say:  “I  have  checked  the  records 
available  to  me  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State  and  in  the  New 
Jersey  State  Library.  I  find  no  conclusive  evidence  of  a  William  Frost 
residing,  marrying,  or  owning  land  in  New  Jersey.” 

Informed  later  that  Page  82  of  The  Combined  Registers  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  contained  significant 
information  about  William  Frost,  the  writer  wrote  again  to  the  Morristown 
public  library  and  received  these  few  lines  of  record: 

Frost,  William 
Abigail;  B  7  Oct.  1744 
Ebenezer;B  11  Jan.  1747 
Elizabeth;  B  Jan.  1749 
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2  The  Frost  Family 

This  brief  excerpt  from  the  record  was  accompanied  by  the  explanation 
that  “B”  stands  for  baptism. 

The  above  record,  brief  though  it  is,  establishes  the  residence  of 
William  Frost  and  family  in  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  for  a  period  of 
nearly  five  years;  it  confirms  William  Frost  as  the  father  of  Ebenezer 
Frost;  it  establishes  the  parentage  of  Abigail  Frost  Van  Cleave,  wife  of 
William  Van  Cleave;  and  it  presents  the  question  of  whom,  if  anybody, 
Elizabeth  Frost  married.  In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  other  verified  informa¬ 
tion  on  William  Frost,  the  baptismal  record  of  his  children  is  indeed 
significant. 

The  writer  is  unaware  of  any  exhaustive  study  to  prove  or  disprove 
the  various  theories  and  traditions  concerning  William  Frost’s  origin.  Fie 
had  hoped  that  more  of  the  uncertainties  could  be  cleared  before  the  date 
of  publication;  but  there  comes  the  time  when  it  is  better  to  present  the 
facts  which  are  known  than  to  continue  into  endless  research  to  the  neglect 
of  making  available  to  others  such  information  as  has  already  been  ac¬ 
quired. 

The  date  of  the  Frost  family’s  migration  from  New  Jersey  to  North  Car¬ 
olina  is  not  known;  but  it  is  thought  to  have  been  between  1750  and  1760 
and  in  company  with  the  Fairchild  family  and  others  who  constituted  the 
“Jersey  Settlement,”  of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  The  earliest  known 
record  of  William  Frost  in  North  Carolina  was  made  on  May  12,  1762, 
when  as  a  citizen  of  Rowan  County  he  purchased  from  John  Parker  and 
wife  Charity  of  the  same  county  for  “.  .  .  forty  pounds  a  parcel  of  land 
lying  on  the  head  of  Elijah’s  Creek  and  on  the  waters  of  Dutchmans  Creek 
on  the  west  side  of  the  Yadkin  River  480  acres,  more  or  less.  .  . 

( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  4 ,  p.  760).  Witnesses  to  John  Parker’s  signa¬ 
ture  were  Aaron  Van  Cleave  and  William  Van  Cleave,  the  latter  having 
married  William  Frost’s  daughter  Abigail.  On  December  12,  1763,  William 
Frost  sold  200  acres  of  land  and  a  small  improvement  known  as  “George 
Sally’s  Place”  to  Flenry  Eustace  McCulloch  of  Halifax  County  for  twenty- 
five  pounds.  This  was  land  which  William  Frost  had  bought  from  McCul¬ 
loch  on  April  28  of  that  same  year  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  5,  p.  323). 
These  three  records  of  real  estate  transactions,  like  the  baptismal  records 
of  his  children,  establish  William  Frost  as  more  than  a  traditional  char¬ 
acter.  The  resale  of  land  to  Henry  Eustace  McCulloch  distinguishes  him 
from  another  man  by  the  same  name  who  served  in  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion  from  North  Carolina.  The  other  William  Frost  made  his  mark  instead 
of  signing  his  name  on  an  endorsement  to  a  warrant  which  granted  him 
640  acres  of  land  for  eighty-four  months  of  military  service.  Our  William 
Frost  was  able  to  sign  his  name,  as  evidenced  by  his  signature  and  seal, 
witnessed  by  William  and  Mary  Giles,  when  he  sold  the  200  acres  of  land 
on  December  12,  1763  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  5,  p.  508). 

The  baptismal  dates  of  his  children  indicate  that  our  William  Frost, 
if  living,  would  have  been  past  fifty  years  of  age  at  the  beginning  of  the 
Revolution.  It  is  unlikely,  therefore,  that  he  rendered  any  active  military 
service.  Nor  is  the  writer  aware  of  any  civilian  service  performed  by  this 
ancestor  which  would  make  him  an  eligible  ancestor  for  any  of  the 
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patriotic  societies.  There  is  no  record  known  to  the  writer  which  would 
prove  that  William  Frost  was  living  at  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution. 
He  was  included  in  the  Rowan  County  Tax  Lists  of  1768  and  1772  but 
omitted  in  1778  and  thereafter.  This  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  his  death 
occurred  between  1772  and  1778. 

Most  of  the  statistical  data  which  characterize  genealogical  reports  are 
missing  for  William  Frost.  We  do  not  know  the  date  or  the  place  of  his 
birth,  of  his  marriage,  or  of  his  death,  or  the  name  of  his  wife.  Although 
no  monument  has  been  found  to  mark  the  place  of  his  burial,  it  is  logical 
to  assume  that  he  is  buried  somewhere  within  the  vicinity  of  Cana,  North 
Carolina,  in  what  is  now  Davie  County,  possibly  within  the  bounds  of  what 
for  a  long  time  has  been  known  as  the  “Old  Frost  Burying  Ground.”  The 
name  William  is  found  frequently  among  the  descendants  of  the  William 
Frost  about  whom  we  know  so  little  and  back  of  whom  we  know  nothing. 
From  him  the  Frost  name  had  been  handed  down  through  nine  generations 
by  1945.  His  son  Ebenezer  Frost  (1746-1824)  was  the  grandfather  of 
Ebenezer  B.  Frost  (1795-1836)  who  brought  the  name  to  Flat  Creek, 
Tennessee,  about  1834.  His  daughter  Abigail,  who  married  William  Van 
Cleave,  was  an  ancestor  of  O.  E.  Van  Cleave,  deceased,  of  Chapel  Hill, 
Tennessee,  who  made  a  study  of  the  Frost  and  Van  Cleave  families. 

Ebenezer  Frost,  Sen.  ( 1746-1824 ) 

Evidence  that  Ebenezer  Frost  was  the  son  of  William  Frost  and  that 
he  was  born  in  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  has  already  been  given.  His  tomb¬ 
stone  inscription,  to  which  additional  reference  will  be  made  later,  pro¬ 
vides  the  date  of  his  birth  on  November  23,  1746,  and  of  his  death  on 
January  7,  1824.  Indisputable  proof  of  the  father-son  relationship  between 
William  and  Ebenezer  Frost  is  found  in  the  record  of  a  real  estate  trans¬ 
action  which  took  place  many  years  after  William  Frost’s  death.  On  July 
20,  1805,  Ebenezer  Frost  and  wife  Elizabeth  Frost  sold  to  George  Booe 
“.  .  .  a  tract  or  parcel  of  land  lying  in  Rowan  County  on  waters  of  Bear 
Creek,  beginning  .  .  .  William  Nelson’s  corner  .  .  .  Jones  line  .  .  . 
William  Moore’s  line  .  .  .  Walter  Gaither  .  .  .  containing  two  hundred 
acres  being  a  part  of  a  tract  of  land  containing  four  hundred  and  eighty- 
four  acres  which  descended  to  said  Ebenezer  from  his  father  William 
Frost.  .  .  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  19,  p.  381 ) .  A  similar  description 

of  this  land  was  used  on  January  5,  1815,  when  George  Booe  sold  it  to 
John  Booe  for  $700  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  23,  pp.  355-356).  This 
land  seems  to  have  included  what  later  became  known  as  the  “Old  Frost 
Burying  Ground,”  which  is  described  later.  In  all  probability  William  Frost 
himself  and  his  daughter-in-law  Sarah  Fairchild  Frost  were  buried  in  this 
family  cemetery  but  without  inscribed  tombstones  to  mark  their  graves. 

The  marriage  bond  for  Ebenezer  Frost  and  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Fair- 
child  Frost,  was  dated  December  5,  1769,  and  was  signed  by  Ebenezer 
Frost,  Jonathan  Boone,  and  Dan  C.  Little.  A  photocopy  of  the  bond  shows 
that  Thomas  Frohock,  Rowan  County  Court  Clerk,  misspelled  Sarah’s 
name.  The  error  has  been  copied  as  “Sarahy”  Fairchild  by  many  who  did 
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not  notice  the  correct  spelling  by  Sarah’s  father.  Attached  to  the  marriage 
bond  is  this  note  from  Ebenezer  Fairchild: 

North  Calinah  Roan  County  In  the  year  of  our  lord  1769  Desembour  the 
3  Day  pleas  to  grant  Ebenezer  Frost  lisens  to  marry  Sarah  Fair  Child  and  in  so 
doing  you  will  a  blige  your  friend. 

(Signed)  ebeneser  fair  Child 

Though  by  no  means  an  authority  on  spelling,  Ebenezer  Fairchild  at  least 
knew  how  to  spell  Sarah.  (The  story  of  the  Fairchild  family,  including  the 
account  of  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  service  in  the  King’s  Mountain  Expedition, 
is  found  in  Chapter  II.) 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Fairchild,  Ebenezer  Frost  was 
twenty-three  years  of  age.  Sarah  probably  was  younger  than  eighteen, 
since  her  parents  are  thought  to  have  married  in  1750  and  since  her 
father’s  consent  was  attached  to  her  marriage  bond.  How  long  Sarah  lived 
after  her  marriage  is  not  known;  nor  is  the  exact  date  of  the  births  of  any 
of  her  children  whose  names  will  be  listed  later.  Her  death  probably  oc¬ 
curred  a  few  months  before  Ebenezer  Frost’s  second  marriage  on  Novem¬ 
ber  2,  1775.  It  is  through  the  descendants  of  John  Frost,  son  of  this  young 
mother  who  lived  less  than  six  years  after  her  marriage,  that  the  Frost, 
Fairchild,  Boone,  and  Wright  families  of  western  North  Carolina  were 
united  to  constitute  a  prominent  part  of  the  ancestry  of  the  Frost  family 
which  settled  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  about  sixty  years  later. 

According  to  the  Minutes  of  Dutchmans  Creek  Baptist  Church, 
Ebenezer  Frost  joined  by  baptism  on  March  7,  1773.  His  father-in-law, 
Ebenezer  Fairchild,  had  been  one  of  the  ten  charter  members  at  its 
organization  on  October  5,  1772.  On  February  3,  1775,  the  Minutes 
indicate  that  some  members  were  not  regular  in  their  attendance.  This 
may  have  been  the  only  charge  against  him  when  “It  was  thought  proper 
by  the  Bretheren  that  Ebenezer  Frost  should  be  suspended  til  satisfaction 
could  be  given.  .  .  .”  But  on  June  7,  1776,  “Ebenezer  Frost  through  the 
goodness  of  God  was  brought  to  see  the  evil  of  his  transgressions  and 
acknowledging  the  same  before  God  and  the  Bretheren  and  was  received 
into  fellowship  again.  .  .  .”  More  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  later,  on 
January  21,  1804,  after  the  church  had  become  known  as  Eatons  Baptist 
Church,  Ebenezer  Frost  was  again  dropped  from  membership — this 
time  “.  .  .  because  of  obstinate  refusing  to  comply  with  rules,  contending 
against  observance  of  Lord’s  Day.”  On  June  22,  1805,  however,  he  again 
made  full  confession  of  his  faults  and  was  received  again  into  fellowship. 

Ebenezer  Frost’s  second  marriage  was  to  Elizabeth  Wilson,  daughter 
of  John  Wilson,  Sr.  The  marriage  bond  was  dated  November  2,  1775, 
and  was  signed  by  William  Van  Cleave,  husband  of  Ebenezer’s  sister 
Abigail.  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost  lived  together  for  almost 
forty-nine  years.  In  the  Old  Frost  Burying  Ground  near  Cana,  North 
Carolina,  is  a  tombstone  with  this  inscription:  “Ebenezer  Frost,  Sen., 
Born  Nov.  23,  1746,  Died  Jan.  7,  1824,  Age  77  y’s.,  1  mo.  and  15  d’s.” 
On  an  almost  identical  tombstone  a  similar  inscription  to  “Elizabeth  wife  of 
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Ebenezer  Frost,  Sen.”  records  her  birth  date  as  December  21,  1754,  and 
her  death  on  November  13,  1825. 

Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost’s  burial  place,  long  known  as  the 
Old  Frost  Burying  Ground,  is  located  about  one  hundred  yards  south  of 
Woodward  Road  at  a  point  about  one-half  of  a  mile  east  of  the  junction 
with  Cana  Road,  south  of  the  Village  of  Cana,  in  Davie  County,  North 
Carolina.  From  the  road  the  cemetery  appears  only  as  a  grove  of  trees 
less  than  one  acre  in  size  amid  cultivated  fields.  Surrounding  the  actual 
burial  area,  grown  up  in  trees,  bushes,  and  poison  ivy,  is  a  low  wall  of 
loosely  piled  quartz  stones.  On  many  of  the  graves  is  periwinkle  (vinca 
minor)  planted  by  Boyce  Cain,  an  elderly  citizen  of  Cana  in  1961  and  a 
great-grandson  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost.  The  last  burial 
in  this  family  cemetery  seems  to  have  been  that  of  Isaac  Newton  Frost’s 
son  Benjamin  F.  Frost,  who  was  born  December  15,  1841,  and  died 
December  17,  1886.  The  growth  of  trees  right  out  of  the  graves  them¬ 
selves  indicates  that  proper  care  of  the  cemetery  has  been  neglected  since 
around  1900.  This  abandonment  of  the  memories  of  the  past  to  the 
mercies  of  Nature,  however,  may  in  the  long  run  be  the  most  significant 
factor  in  the  preservation  of  the  spot  for  the  purpose  of  its  dedication. 
While  Nature  has  hidden  from  casual  view  the  monuments  erected  by  man, 
she  is  protecting  those  same  monuments  from  the  processes  of  agriculture 
and  the  trespassing  of  live  stock.  In  full  view  of  those  who  pass  along 
Woodward  Road,  the  grove  of  trees  which  covers  this  small  area  towers 
many  times  higher  than  any  of  the  stone  monuments. 

The  writer  made  his  first  visit  to  the  Old  Frost  Burying  Ground  on 
June  10,  1958,  accompanied  by  Mrs.  Louise  Utley,  a  well  known  elderly 
resident  of  Cana,  who  has  contributed  most  generously  to  the  information 
contained  in  the  Frost  and  Boone  narratives.  As  living  mementos  of  this 
visit,  the  writer  transplanted  to  his  own  garden  vinca  minor  from  the 
graves  of  his  great-great-great-grandmother  Rebecca  Boone  Frost  and  his 
great-great-great-great-grandfather  Ebenezer  Frost,  Sen.  As  a  further  re¬ 
minder  of  the  Old  Frost  Burying  Ground,  he  has  on  his  desk  a  paper¬ 
weight,  a  small  piece  of  quartz  taken  from  the  wall.  A  slightly  larger  piece 
of  the  quartz  has  been  built  into  a  stone  wall  in  the  area  back  of  his  home. 
Lest  the  reader  get  the  impression  of  vandalism  in  the  removal  of  these 
stones,  it  should  be  explained  that  they  were  not  placed  there  in  order  to 
fence  the  cemetery.  Instead,  the  edge  of  the  cemetery  seems  to  have  be¬ 
come  a  depository  for  unwanted  stones  from  the  adjoining  cultivated  fields. 

Although  he  was  of  military  age  at  the  time  of  the  American  Revolu¬ 
tion,  Ebenezer  Frost  also  had  the  responsibility  of  supporting  a  family. 
If  he  engaged  in  any  military  activities,  the  fact  has  not  been  included  in 
any  of  the  records  which  the  writer  has  been  able  to  find.  On  file  with  the 
National  Register  of  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  is  a  copy  of 
a  Revolutionary  Voucher  which  verifies  the  civilian  services  or  goods  for 
which  Ebenezer  Frost  filed  claim  against  the  State  of  North  Carolina  in 
1781,  1782,  and  1784.  On  the  basis  of  this  voucher  he  is  classified  as  an 
“American  Patriot”  by  the  D.A.R.  and  as  such  is  an  eligible  ancestor  for 
membership  in  that  organization. 
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Ebenezer  Frost’s  Sixteen  Children 

An  old  Bible,  published  in  1814,  contains  both  names  and  birth  dates 
of  Ebenezer  Frost,  of  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Frost,  and  of  seven  of 
their  children,  Rachel,  William,  Sarah,  Abigail,  Amy,  Isaac  N.,  and 
Samuel.  All  entries,  except  Samuel’s,  which  was  not  in  the  proper  order 
or  in  the  same  handwriting,  appear  to  have  been  written  at  one  time 
from  memory  or  copied  from  another  record.  Six  other  names,  without 
birth  dates,  were  recorded  in  pencil  and  in  a  still  different  handwriting  as 
though  added  many  years  later  as  follows:  Capt.  John  Frost,  Jonathan 
Frost,  Millie  Frost,  Hannah  Frost,  Abbie  Frost,  and  Wilson  Frost.  By 
eliminating  Abbie,  who  obviously  is  the  same  as  Abigail,  the  number  of 
children  in  this  Bible  stands  at  twelve,  which  is  four  short  of  the  sixteen 
whom  Ebenezer  Frost  fathered,  according  to  the  tradition  handed  down 
from  his  son  Isaac  Newton  Frost,  through  his  grandson  Jonathan  C.  Frost, 
and  to  his  great-granddaughter  Minnie  Frost  Rands.  Two  additional 
names,  James  and  Elizabeth,  are  found  in  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost’s  will 
dated  May  17,  1825,  and  probated  in  November,  1825  ( Rowan  County 
Will  Book  H,  p.  323),  providing  that  .  .  all  remaining  property 
[be]  sold  and  divided  equally  among  my  children,  namely  my  son  Wil¬ 
liam,  Wilson,  Jonathan,  Samuel,  James,  Isaac  N.,  Elizabeth  Van  Cleave, 
Rachel  Holman,  Sally  Garwood,  Abigail  Merrill,  and  Amy  Frost.” 

The  names  of  Ebenezer  (Jr.)  and  Mary  (Polly),  missing  from  the 
two  lists  already  presented,  are  included  in  the  fifteen  found  in  an  un¬ 
signed,  unregistered  indenture  in  which  thirteen  are  named  as  follows: 
“.  .  .  John  Frost,  Ebenezer  Frost  [Jr.],  George  E.  Goff  and  Polly  Goff  his 
wife,  David  Holman  and  Rachel  Holman  his  wife,  William  Frost,  Sarah 
Garwood,  Wilson  Frost,  Azariah  Merrell  and  Abigail  Merrell  his  wife,  Wil¬ 
liam  Vancleave  and  Elizabeth  Vancleave  his  wife,  James  Frost,  Samuel 
Frost,  Jonathan  Frost,  and  Amy  Frost.  .  .  This  indenture  was  drawn 
January  20,  1830,  and  provided  for  the  sale  by  the  above  named  to  their 
brother  Isaac  Newton  Frost  their  interest  in  a  tract  of  land  owned  by  their 
deceased  sister  Hannah  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Only  Wilson  Frost  signed 
this  indenture,  and  he  later  cancelled  his  signature;  but  it  was  preserved  by 
Isaac  Newton  Frost  and  passed  on  to  his  granddaughter  Minnie  Frost 
Rands,  who  made  it  available  to  the  writer  in  1962.  Although  it  never  had 
any  legal  status,  it  has  considerable  genealogical  significance.  The  writer 
considers  it  both  authentic  and  genuine.  It  provides  the  most  nearly  com¬ 
plete  list  of  Ebenezer  Frost’s  children  with  only  the  name  of  Milicent 
Frost,  who  may  have  died  before  1830,  omitted. 

Although  Isaac  Newton  Frost  is  reported  to  have  told  his  son  Jonathan 
C.  Frost  that  Ebenezer  Frost’s  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost,  had 
only  ten  children,  the  writer  is  constrained  by  available  records  to  conclude 
that  she  was  the  mother  of  twelve,  consisting  of  Hannah,  who  had  died 
December  15,  1823,  and  the  eleven  whom  she  named  in  her  will  on  May 
17,  1825.  This  leaves  only  John,  Mary  (Polly),  Milicent,  and  Ebenezer, 
Jr.,  who  could  have  been  Sarah  Fairchild  Frost’s  children.  The  individual 
sketches  which  follow  provide  only  scant  information  on  some  of  the  sixteen 
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children,  and  much  which  is  presented  is  not  documented  to  the  complete 
satisfaction  of  the  writer;  but  twelve  of  Ebenezer  Frost’s  children  will  be 
shown  to  have  been  born  after  November  2,  1775,  when  he  signed  the 
bond  for  his  marriage  to  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost. 

1.  John  Frost,  usually  referred  to  as  Captain  John  Frost,  was  the 
first  child  of  Ebenezer  and  Sarah  Fairchild  Frost.  He  is  thought  to  have 
been  bom  about  1770  and  to  have  died  after  September  4,  1834.  He  mar¬ 
ried  twice,  1)  Rebecca  Boone,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone, 
on  August  21,  1793,  and  2)  Elizabeth  Chaffin  Hunt,  daughter  of  Nathan 
Chaffin  and  widow  of  Enoch  Hunt,  on  March  22,  1817.  Since  he  is  the 
direct  ancestor  of  the  writer,  a  more  detailed  sketch  on  his  life  is  pre¬ 
sented  in  the  next  section  of  this  chapter,  Captain  John  Frost. 

2.  Mary  (Polly)  Frost  was  licensed  to  marry  George  E.  Goff  in 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  February  1,  1792,  with  Ebenezer  Frost, 
either  her  father  or  her  younger  brother,  signing  the  marriage  bond.  Addi¬ 
tional  evidence  that  she  was  one  of  Ebenezer  Frost’s  daughters  is  her 
name  and  that  of  her  husband  on  the  unsigned,  unregistered  indenture  of 
January  20,  1830.  There  is  a  tradition  that  George  E.  Goff  was  a  hat- 
maker,  made  hats  from  rabbit  fur,  dyed  black,  which  lasted  indefinitely. 
Mary  Frost  Goff’s  birth  date  is  not  known;  but  by  tradition  she  was  older 
than  Ebenezer  Frost’s  children  by  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost  and,  therefore,  a 
full  sister  of  John  and  Ebenezer,  Jr. 

3.  Milicent  Frost’s  name  appears  among  family  traditions  as  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Ebenezer  and  Sarah  Fairchild  Frost.  Only  fragmentary  and  un¬ 
documented  information  on  her  is  available.  This  is  one  of  the  notes  on 
her  which  has  been  found:  “Milicent  Frost  was  born  at  the  old  Frost 
family  home  near  Cana.  She  married  a  Mr.  Nelson  and  lived  on  the 
Berry  Taylor  place.  A  son,  D.  P.  Nelson,  moved  to  Texas — Sequin,  Texas.” 
Minnie  Frost  Rands  added  this  in  1961:  “She  was  my  father’s  aunt  and  I 
have  her  existence  both  from  him  and  from  his  older  sister,  Elizabeth  Frost 
Cain,  born  in  1845.”  The  “Millie,”  contained  in  a  penciled  list  of  Ebenezer 
Frost’s  children  in  the  old  Frost  Bible  record,  apparently  was  meant  for 
Milicent.  Since  her  name  was  not  in  the  indenture  of  January  20,  1830,  with 
all  of  Ebenezer  Frost’s  other  children,  she  may  have  died  before  that  date. 
As  in  the  case  of  her  sister  Mary,  Milicent  Frost’s  birth  date  is  not  known; 
but  the  two  are  assumed  to  have  been  born  between  the  births  of  their 
brothers  John  and  Ebenezer,  Jr.  Possibly  they  were  twins,  born  about 
1772;  but  there  is  no  evidence  of  this. 

4.  Ebenezer  Frost,  Jr.,  is  thought  to  have  been  the  fourth  and  last 
child  born  to  Ebenezer  Frost’s  first  wife,  Sarah  Fairchild  Frost;  but  either 
Mary  or  Milicent  may  have  been  born  later  than  he.  According  to  the 
inscription  on  his  tombstone  in  Gravevine  Cemetery,  near  Madisonville, 
Kentucky,  he  was  born  in  February,  1774.  His  death  date  is  not  decipher¬ 
able;  but  his  inventory  and  appraisal  were  filed  July  18,  1839,  in  Hopkins 
County  of  which  Madisonville  is  the  county  seat.  On  April  12,  1796,  in 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  Ebenezer  Frost,  Jr.,  was  licensed  to  marry 
Rebecca  Bailey.  The  date  of  her  birth  has  not  been  determined  by  the 
writer;  but  her  death  occurred  in  Hopkins  County,  Kentucky,  August  12, 
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1834.  Some  time  after  their  marriage,  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  and  Rebecca  Bailey 
Frost  settled  in  Montgomery  County,  Tennessee,  where  they  were  living  on 
April  19,  1825,  when  Ebenezer  Frost,  Jr.,  gave  power  of  attorney  to  his 
son  John  B.  Frost  to  act  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  in  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  the  estate  of  his  father,  Ebenezer  Frost,  Sr.,  deceased  ( Rowan 
County  Deed  Book  28,  p.  204).  On  March  29,  1860,  both  John  B.  Frost 
and  his  brother  Isham  Frost,  of  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County,  Kentucky, 
granted  power  of  attorney  to  H.  Critz  of  Davie  County,  North  Carolina, 
in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  their  half-aunt  Amy  Frost,  who  had  died 
unmarried  on  April  15,  1857  ( Davie  County  Deed  Book  4,  p.  373). 
Apparently  these  two  sons  were  Ebenezer  Frost,  Jr.’s,  only  children.  They 
were  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Tennessee,  about  1802  and  1805, 
respectively.  John  B.  Frost  married  1)  a  girl  named  Fucinda,  2)  Mary 
Jane  Hickey,  and  3)  Sarah  Jane  Spurier,  according  to  Mrs.  Helen  F.  Son, 
of  Evansville,  Indiana,  a  descendant  who  has  assisted  in  the  compilation 
of  information  on  Ebenezer  Frost,  Jr.,  and  his  family.  Isham  Frost  married 
Mary  A.  Allen,  according  to  W.  H.  Perrin’s  History  of  Kentucky. 

5.  Rachel  Frost,  first  child  of  Ebenezer  Frost,  Sr.,  by  his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost,  was  born  August  9,  1776,  and  died  May  18,  1851, 
the  same  day  as  her  husband  David  Holman,  whom  she  married  November 
15,  1798,  according  to  family  records  supplied  by  their  great-grandson 
Thomas  Eaton  Swann.  They  were  buried  in  the  same  grave  in  Society 
Baptist  Church  Cemetery,  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina.  David  Hol¬ 
man  was  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Mary  Holman.  David  and  Rachel  Frost 
Holman  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  including  their  sixth  child, 
Nancy  Holman,  who  was  bom  in  1808,  married  Emas  Swann  in  1832, 
and  died  in  1891.  Emas  Swann  was  the  son  of  Asa  and  Ruth  Belt  Swann. 
He  was  born  in  1804  and  died  in  1862.  The  second  son  of  Emas  and 
Nancy  Holman  Swann  was  Thomas  Belt  Swann,  who  was  born  in  1840 
and  died  in  1920.  Thomas  Belt  Swann’s  second  wife  was  Rachel  Eaton, 
daughter  of  David  Eaton.  The  second  son  born  to  this  union  was  Thomas 
Eaton  Swann  who  has  been  most  helpful  in  the  assembling  of  information 
on  the  Frosts  and  related  families  of  Western  North  Carolina.  Tom  E. 
Swann,  as  he  has  been  known  by  many  family  researchers,  was  born 
September  15,  1882,  and  was  living  near  Statesville,  North  Carolina,  in 
1961.  On  October  25,  1922,  he  married  Ada  Weston,  who  was  born 
October  25,  1896.  Born  to  them  were  seven  children:  Ada  Ruth  Swann, 
who  married  Frank  Askins;  Thomas  Weston  Swann,  who  married  Hazel 
Snyder;  Rachel  Arminda  Swann,  who  married  Quentin  R.  Harper; 
Dorothy  Esther  Swann,  who  married  Frank  T.  Dill;  Nancy  Holman  Swann, 
who  died  young;  Mildred  Eaton  Swann,  who  married  Hal  Kinser;  and  Sarah 
Ellen  Swann,  who  married  David  W.  Catron. 

6.  William  Frost,  born  December  26,  1777,  according  to  the  old 
Frost  Bible  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made,  was  Ebenezer 
Frost’s  first  son  by  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost.  He  was  named 
first  in  his  mother’s  will  to  which  earlier  reference  has  also  been  made 
( Rowan  County  Will  Book  H,  p.  323).  According  to  a  family  source, 
not  verified  by  any  public  record  which  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
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writer,  William  Frost  married  Mary  L.  Coults  on  April  11,  1807.  If  this  is 
correct,  he  apparently  married  again;  for  in  his  will,  dated  March  10,  1847, 
he  named  his  wife  Elizabeth  Frost  ( Miami  County,  Ohio,  Wills,  No. 
1565).  Just  when  William  Frost  first  went  to  Miami  County,  Ohio,  or 
with  whom  he  went  has  not  been  determined  by  records  which  have  come 
to  the  attention  of  the  writer;  but  he  was  there  on  August  18,  1837,  when 
he  signed  in  the  presence  of  witnesses  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  an  indenture 
by  which  he  sold  to  his  younger  brother  Isaac  Newton  Frost,  of  Davie 
County,  North  Carolina,  his  interest  in  the  land  formerly  belonging  to  their 
then  deceased  sister  Hannah.  His  signature  is  also  on  a  refunding  bond, 
dated  a  day  earlier,  for  money  received  from  his  mother’s  estate.  Neither 
of  these  legal  papers  were  registered;  but  they  have  been  preserved  and  in 
1962  were  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Minnie  Frost  Rands  of  Lake  Wales, 
Florida. 

William  Frost’s  will  was  offered  for  probate  on  April  27,  1847.  He 
named  one  son,  Ebenezer  Frost,  whom  he  made  executor  and  to  whom 
he  devised  the  plantation  on  which  he  resided  and  which  he  described 
as  “.  .  .  being  the  South  East  Qtr.  Section  twenty  (20)  Towname 
(1)  Range  twelve  (12)  between  the  Miami  Rivers.  .  .  .”  Indications 
from  the  will  are  that  he  had  five  daughters:  Susan,  deceased,  who  had 
married  a  Compton;  Mary,  who  had  married  a  Deprey;  Sarah,  who  had 
married  a  Maning;  Elizabeth,  who  had  married  a  Hosier;  and  Carline,  who 
had  married  a  Dills. 

Efforts  to  locate  William  Frost’s  place  of  burial  and  to  identify  living 
descendants  have  been  unsuccessful. 

7.  Sarah  Frost,  named  in  her  mother’s  will  as  Sally  Garwood,  was 
born  August  19,  1779,  married  Samuel  Garwood  in  Rowan  County,  North 
Carolina,  November  9,  1802,  and  died  in  1855.  They  are  reported  to  have 
had  a  son  Nath  and  a  daughter  Hannah  Garwood. 

8.  Abigail  Frost,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born  April  19, 
1781.  She  died  in  June,  1844,  according  to  her  tombstone  inscription 
behind  the  Jersey  Baptist  Church  in  Davidson  County,  North  Carolina. 
According  to  family  records,  she  married  Azariah  Merrill,  grandson  of 
Benjamin  Merrill,  on  March  7,  1806,  and  died  August  4,  1844.  They  are 
reported  to  have  had  ten  children. 

9.  Wilson  Frost’s  name  is  included  in  every  known  list  of  Ebenezer 
and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost’s  children;  but  since  the  Bible  record  did  not 
provide  it,  his  birth  date  must  be  calculated  from  the  inscription  on  his 
tombstone  in  the  Frost  Cemetery,  near  Water  Valley,  in  Yalobusha 
County,  Mississippi,  as  follows:  “Wilson  Frost  died  August  12,  1853,  age 
70  yrs.”  This  would  place  his  birth  in  1782  or  1783,  about  midway  be¬ 
tween  the  births  of  his  sisters  Abigail  and  Elizabeth.  He  was,  therefore, 
about  eighteen  when  he  witnessed  his  father’s  signature  to  a  deed  to  his 
half-brother  John  Frost  on  February  16,  1801  ( Rowan  County,  North 
Carolina,  Deed  Book  18,  p.  726).  The  writer  has  not  discovered  any 
evidence  that  Wilson  Frost  ever  owned  any  land  in  Rowan  County,  North 
Carolina,  in  which  he  was  born  and  in  which  he  was  licensed  to  marry 
Mary  (Polly)  Wilson,  probably  a  first  cousin,  on  March  21,  1809.  Accord- 


10 


The  Frost  Family 

ing  to  Bible  record,  the  marriage  ceremony  was  performed  on  March  30, 
1809,  and  their  first  child,  Hannah  Wilson  Frost,  was  born  in  Rowan 
County,  July  7,  1810. 

For  approximately  twenty  years  Wilson  and  Polly  Wilson  Frost  lived 
in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  where  most  of  their  children  were  born. 
The  earliest  known  record  of  Wilson  Frost  in  that  county  was  made  on 
July  27,  1814,  when  he  purchased  from  Thomas  Harper  for  $100  one 
hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land  on  Elk  River  ( Lincoln  County  Deed 
Book  CC,  p.  74).  He  was  a  party  to  a  number  of  other  real  estate  trans¬ 
actions  while  living  in  Lincoln  County.  Some  of  them  involved  his  brother 
Jonathan,  who  lived  for  a  while  in  Lincoln  County  before  settling  in 
Dyer  County,  Tennessee.  Wilson  Frost  is  also  on  record  in  adjoining 
Bedford  County,  where  on  November  29,  1829,  he  sold  to  his  brother-in- 
law  William  Van  Cleave,  Jr.,  three  Negro  children  for  $625  ( Bedford 
County  Deed  Book  BB,  p.  152). 

During  the  winter  of  1830,  Wilson  Frost  and  the  Van  Cleaves  made  a 
trip  back  to  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  While  there,  Wilson  Frost 
witnessed  the  signatures  of  William  Van  Cleave  (Jr.)  and  Elizabeth  Frost 
Van  Cleave  to  a  refunding  bond  for  money  received  from  the  estate  of 
Elizabeth’s  mother,  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost,  deceased.  On  the  same  date, 
February  5,  1830,  Wilson  Frost  signed  a  similar  bond  with  his  brother 
James,  a  resident  of  Rowan  County,  as  security.  These  bonds  do  not  appear 
to  have  been  registered  in  Rowan  County  but  were  preserved  among  the 
papers  of  Wilson  Frost’s  youngest  brother,  Isaac  Newton  Frost,  and  passed 
on  to  his  granddaughter  Minnie  Frost  Rands,  of  Lake  Wales,  Florida,  who 
had  them  in  her  possession  in  1962. 

Numerous  references  in  the  Minutes  of  the  Lincoln  County  Court  to 
lawsuits  by  Wilson  Frost  indicate  that  he  was  an  attorney.  The  last  such 
case  noted  by  the  writer  was  on  July  22,  1834,  when  Wilson  Frost  for  R. 
Buchanan  sued  John  Vicar  for  a  debt  ( Lincoln  County  Court  Minutes, 
p.  91).  By  1840  Wilson  Frost  and  his  family  were  living  in  Dyer  County, 
Tennessee,  as  evidenced  by  the  United  States  Census  Report  of  that  year. 
No  record  has  been  found,  however,  of  his  having  owned  land  in  that 
county  except  that  which  he  had  purchased  jointly  with  his  brother  Jona¬ 
than  in  1824  and  in  which  he  sold  his  interest  to  Jonathan  in  1829 
( Dyer  County  Deed  Book  B,  pp.  5  and  187). 

Mary  (Polly)  Wilson  Frost,  first  wife  of  Wilson  Frost,  was  buried  in 
a  family  cemetery  in  the  Bonicord  Community,  Dyer  County,  as  evidenced 
by  this  inscription  on  her  tombstone  found  in  1962  under  a  tree  on  a  farm 
belonging  to  J.  H.  Putnam:  “Mary,  wife  of  Wilson  Frost,  born  January  8, 
1787,  died  October  28,  1843.”  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  marker  was  this 
inscription:  “Ebenezer,  son  of  W.  and  M.  Frost,  born  June  14,  1820,  died 
May,  1841.”  Mrs.  Louise  Nunn  Clark,  who  located  the  graves  and  made 
the  inscriptions  available  to  the  writer,  reports  from  family  sources  of 
information  that  the  monument  was  erected  by  relatives  many  years  after 
Mary  Wilson  Frost’s  death. 

Wilson  and  Mary  (Polly)  Wilson  Frost  were  the  parents  of  ten  chil¬ 
dren  as  follows:  Hannah  Wilson  Frost,  who  was  born  July  7,  1810,  and 
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married  Lewis  Nolen;  Betsy  Elizabeth  Frost,  who  was  born  January  4, 
1812,  and  married  John  Marsh;  Sarah  Polk  Frost,  who  was  born  November 
27,  1813,  and  married  John  Swearingin  and  lived  in  Yalobusha  County, 
Mississippi;  James  Wilson  Frost,  who  was  born  May  22,  1815;  Hester 
Frost,  who  was  born  October  14,  1817,  and  married  George  Hinkle; 
Ebenezer  Frost,  who  was  born  June  14,  1820,  and  died  in  May,  1841, 
according  to  tombstone  inscription;  Isaac  Newton  Frost,  who  was  born 
November  23,  1821,  and  did  not  marry;  Mary  Ann  Frost,  who  was  born 
March  12,  1824,  and  married  Steven  D.  Wood;  Luticia  Laget  Frost,  who 
was  born  March  23,  1826,  married  Thomas  M.  Swearingin,  and  lived 
with  him  in  Yalobusha  County,  Mississippi;  and  William  Wilson  Frost,  who 
was  born  October  3,  1828,  married  Mary  Jane  Duke  on  January  2,  1855, 
reared  a  large  family  in  Yalobusha  County,  Mississippi,  served  in  the 
Civil  War,  and  died  April  11,  1881.  Much  of  the  information  on  the 
above  named  children  of  Wilson  and  Mary  Wilson  Frost  was  copied  from  an 
1810  family  Bible  by  Mrs.  Alice  Nolen  McCravey,  granddaughter  of  their 
first  child,  Hannah  Wilson  Frost,  who  married  Lewis  Nolen.  Mrs.  Mc¬ 
Cravey  has  made  available  to  the  writer  other  items  of  information  on 
Wilson  Frost’s  descendants  which  she  has  obtained  through  her  contacts 
with  them  and  the  records  which  they  have  left. 

Wilson  Frost  remained  for  a  while  in  Dyer  County  after  the  death  of 
his  first  wife.  As  late  as  March  1,  1844,  he  signed  a  deed  as  one  of  the 
administrators  of  his  deceased  brother  Jonathan  ( Dyer  County  Deed 
Book  F,  p.  212);  but  soon  thereafter  he  appears  to  have  moved  to 
Yalobusha  County,  Mississippi,  where  he  had  bought  land  on  January  24, 
1844  ( Yalobusha  Co.  Deed  Book  I,  p.  92).  On  an  unknown  date,  about 
1845,  Wilson  Frost  married  2)  a  widow,  Lucintha  Baker  Tournage,  who 
by  her  first  marriage  was  the  mother  of  three  children,  Louisa,  Mary  Ann, 
and  Emily  Tournage. 

The  writer  has  not  learned  whether  Wilson  Frost’s  second  marriage 
took  place  in  Dyer  County,  Tennessee,  or  in  Yalobusha  County,  Mississippi; 
but  it  probably  was  in  the  former.  About  two  years  after  his  death,  his 
widow  returned  to  Dyer  County  and  purchased  a  farm  from  Thomas 
Miller,  who  had  married  her  daughter  Louisa  Tournage  about  1843.  Wilson 
Frost,  Jr.,  the  only  child  born  to  the  marriage  of  Wilson  and  Lucintha  Baker 
Tournage,  was  born  November  14,  1846  in  Mississippi.  He  is  reported  to 
have  returned  to  Dyer  County  with  his  mother  when  he  was  nine  years 
old  which  would  have  been  about  1855.  On  this  farm  he  lived  until  his 
death  on  January  21,  1925.  One  of  his  daughters,  Mary  Steven  Frost, 
married  Buckner  Hardy  Nunn  and  became  the  mother  of  Louise  Nunn 
Clark,  of  Friendship,  Dyer  County,  Tennessee,  who  has  provided  con¬ 
siderable  information  for  the  development  of  the  sketches  on  Wilson  and 
Jonathan  Frost  and  their  descendants.  It  was  Mrs.  Clark  who  went  into 
Yalobusha  County,  Mississippi,  in  June,  1962,  in  time  to  obtain  information 
for  this  sketch  from  the  courthouse  records,  from  the  old  Frost  Cemetery, 
and  from  Willie  Wright  Frost  and  other  descendants  of  Wilson  Frost,  now 
living  in  Yalobusha  County. 

10.  Elizabeth  Frost,  listed  as  Elizabeth  Van  Cleave  in  her  mother’s 


12 


The  Frost  Family 

will,  married  on  an  unknown  date  her  first  cousin  William  Van  Cleave,  Jr., 
whose  mother  was  Abigail  Frost  Van  Cleave,  sister  of  Elizabeth’s  father, 
Ebenezer  Frost,  Sen.  He  was  born  in  Kentucky,  October  9,  1781,  and  died 
in  Johnson  County,  Illinois,  February  27,  1855.  The  exact  date  of  Eliza¬ 
beth  Frost  Van  Cleave’s  birth  is  not  in  any  record  which  has  come  to  the 
attention  of  the  writer;  but  it  is  estimated  from  the  1850  Census  Report  of 
Calloway  County,  Kentucky,  to  have  been  in  1784  or  1785,  thus  making 
her  Ebenezer  Frost,  Sen.’s,  tenth  child,  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost’s  sixth.  She 
died  in  Johnson  County,  Illinois,  August  26,  1863.  Although  the  name  of 
his  brother  Ebenezer  Frost  Van  Cleave  was  included  in  the  1812  Tax  List 
of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  William  Van  Cleave,  Jr.,  and  his  family 
apparently  arrived  barely  in  time  to  be  listed  in  the  1820  Census  Report; 
for  their  daughter  Abigail  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1818  or  1819,  according 
to  the  1850  Census  Report  of  Calloway  County,  Kentucky.  Before  moving 
to  Tennessee,  the  family  had  lived  in  Garrard  County,  Kentucky,  where 
records  show  that  William  Van  Cleave,  Jr.,  had  bought  land  from  his 
mother  and  from  his  brother  Ebenezer  Frost  Van  Cleave.  On  Paint  Lick 
Creek,  where  they  settled,  the  following  children  were  born:  Ebenezer, 
Malinda,  Wilson,  James,  John  Milton,  and  Abigail.  Newton  Van  Cleave, 
who  died  from  croup,  Ella,  Jackson,  and  Icy  Ann  are  reported  to  have 
been  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  During  the  winter  of  1830 
William  Van  Cleave,  Jr.,  and  his  wife  Elizabeth,  accompanied  by  her 
brother  Wilson  Frost,  visited  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  a  refunding  bond,  signed  by  William  and  Elizabeth  Frost  Van 
Cleave  and  their  surety  and  witnessed  by  Wilson  Frost  on  February  5 
upon  receipt  of  a  portion  of  Elizabeth  Frost  Van  Cleave’s  share  of  the 
estate  of  her  mother,  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost.  About  1835  the  family  re¬ 
turned  to  Kentucky,  this  time  settling  in  Calloway  County,  where  the 
parents  remained  until  1852,  when  they  moved  to  Johnson  County,  Illinois, 
where  they  resided  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 

Much  of  the  information  on  this  family  has  been  taken  from  family 
records  compiled  by  O.  E.  Van  Cleave,  deceased,  a  descendant  of  William 
Van  Cleave,  Jr.’s,  brother  Ebenezer  Frost  Van  Cleave.  These  records  were 
made  available  to  the  writer  through  the  courtesy  of  his  widow,  who  was 
living  in  Chapel  Hill,  Tennessee,  in  1961.  A  letter  concerning  the  Frost 
ancestry  of  the  Van  Cleave  family  from  O.  E.  Van  Cleave,  former  Com¬ 
missioner  of  Agriculture  for  the  State  of  Tennessee,  to  the  writer’s  father 
was  one  of  the  early  stimuli  to  the  research  which  has  made  this  book 
possible. 

11.  James  Frost,  according  to  his  death  notice  in  the  Raleigh  Register 
of  March  23,  1853,  died  March  4  of  that  year.  According  to  family 
records  which  have  the  appearance  of  reliability,  he  was  born  February  9, 
1787,  and  married  on  November  18,  1828,  Mary  Cook,  who  was  born 
April  17,  1799,  and  died  August  26,  1853,  according  to  the  October  15 
Issue  of  the  above  named  newspaper.  James  and  Mary  Cook  Frost  are 
buried  in  the  Bear  Creek  Baptist  Church  Cemetery,  in  Davie  County, 
North  Carolina.  They  are  reported  to  have  had  two  children:  Elizabeth 
Frost,  who  married  Hainan  Critz,  and  James  Franklin  Martin  Frost. 
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12.  Hannah  Frost,  according  to  her  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Old 
Frost  Burying  Ground,  near  Cana,  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  was 
born  February  15,  1790,  and  died  December  15,  1823.  Her  earlier  death 
naturally  prevented  her  inclusion  in  her  mother’s  will,  dated  May  17,  1825; 
but  her  status  as  a  child  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost  is  estab¬ 
lished  by  her  own  will  which  contained  the  names  of  Amy,  Isaac  N.,  and 
James  Frost,  named  as  sister  and  brothers  ( Rowan  County  Will  Book  H, 
p.  263).  The  settlement  of  her  estate  was  extended  over  a  period  of  more 
than  twelve  years  and  involved  a  number  of  legal  documents  among  her 
brothers  and  sisters  including  the  unsigned,  unregistered  indenture  of 
January  20,  1830,  which  contained  the  most  nearly  complete  list  of 
Ebenezer  Frost,  Sen.’s,  children.  As  explained  earlier,  this  indenture  was 
drawn  for  the  purpose  of  conveying  to  Isaac  Newton  Frost  from  his 
brothers  and  sisters  their  interests  in  the  land  which  Hannah  had  owned 
at  the  time  of  her  death.  Instead  of  executing  this  indenture,  Isaac  Newton 
Frost  appears  to  have  accomplished  the  same  purpose  by  dealing  in¬ 
dividually  with  Hannah’s  other  heirs.  A  sizable  portion  of  Hannah’s  estate, 
$700  according  to  one  report,  went  to  Eatons  Baptist  Church. 

13.  Samuel  Frost,  according  to  his  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Old 
Frost  Burying  Ground,  was  born  May  18,  1791,  and  died  June  10,  1884, 
the  last  surviving  child  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost.  He  married 
twice —  1)  the  widow  Sarah  Hunt  Andrews  and  2)  Jane  Robertson.  The 
marriage  to  “Sally  Andrews”  is  recorded  in  Rowan  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  as  having  been  licensed  on  June  22,  1814,  with  Thomas  Hunt  as 
bondsman.  In  the  Old  Frost  Burying  Ground  is  a  marker,  “In  memory  of 
Sarah  Hunt  Frost,  Born  April  15,  1796,  Died  April  29,  1830.”  Bond  for 
Samuel  Frost’s  marriage  to  Jane  Robertson  was  dated  March  24,  1832, 
and  is  recorded  in  Rowan  County  marriage  records.  A  marker  in  the  Old 
Frost  Burying  Ground  indicates  that  Jane  Robertson  Frost  was  born 
February  1,  1801,  and  died  September  3,  1882.  Minutes  of  the  Mocksville 
Presbyterian  Church  show  that  Samuel  Frost  was  a  ruling  elder  and  that 
his  wife  Jane  and  his  son  James  D.  Frost  were  members.  He  is  reported 
in  family  circles  to  have  enlisted  in  the  company  of  militia  organized  by 
his  half-brother,  Captain  John  Frost,  for  service  in  the  War  of  1812. 

In  June,  1958,  while  on  his  first  visit  to  Davie  County,  North  Carolina, 
the  writer  stopped  for  a  chat  with  the  elderly  Ernest  K.  Frost  whose  name 
was  on  a  mail  box  in  front  of  his  home  about  a  mile  north  of  Mocksville. 
Visiting  with  him  at  the  time  was  his  brother  William  Milton  Frost.  These 
Frost  brothers  reported  that  they  were  the  sons  of  James  D.  Frost,  who  was 
born  in  1836  the  son  of  Samuel  Frost,  born  in  1791,  and  that  their  father 
had  a  brother  Samuel  who  went  to  Texas.  In  September,  1960,  Mrs.  Mary 
Virginia  Dunn  Woodward,  who  has  cooperated  in  the  compilation  of  in¬ 
formation  on  the  Frost  family,  obtained  from  Ernest  K.  Frost’s  widow  the 
opportunity  of  having  photocopies  made  of  the  old  Frost  Bible  records  to 
which  frequent  references  have  been  made.  It  is  likely  that  one  set  of  the 
entries  was  made  by  Samuel  Frost  either  by  memory  or  by  copying  from 
another  record. 

14.  Jonathan  Frost’s  name  is  written  in  the  old  Bible  record  but  with- 


14 


The  Frost  Family 

out  any  birth  date.  Since  no  monument  for  him  has  been  found,  his  birth 
and  death  dates  must  be  estimated  from  census  reports  and  other  records. 
The  1830  Census  Report  of  Dyer  County,  Tennessee,  lists  him  in  the 
30-40  age  bracket,  thereby  placing  his  birth  between  the  years  1790  and 
1800.  His  purchase  of  land  from  his  father  on  January  5,  1816  ( Rowan 
County,  N.  C.,  Deed  Book  23,  p.  593)  gives  evidence  that  he  was  at  least 
twenty-one  years  of  age  at  the  time  and,  therefore,  born  before  January 
6,  1795.  Since  his  brother  Samuel  was  born  in  1791,  the  writer  is  prompted 
to  estimate  1793  as  the  year  of  Jonathan  Frost’s  birth  until  there  is  evidence 
to  the  contrary.  This  would  place  him  in  fourteenth  place  among  Ebenezer 
Frost’s  children. 

There  is  a  family  tradition  that  Jonathan  Frost  married  in  Lincoln 
County,  Tennessee,  near  Fayetteville;  but  the  name  of  his  wife  has  not  been 
determined,  and  no  public  record  of  his  marriage  has  been  found.  The  only 
documentary  evidence  which  the  writer  has  been  able  to  find  that  Jonathan 
Frost  ever  lived  in  Lincoln  County  is  a  deed  registered  in  Dyer  County, 
Tennessee  ( Deed  Book  B,  p.  5),  March  29,  1827,  by  which  .  .  Wilson 
and  Jonathan  Frost  of  the  County  of  Lincoln  and  the  State  of  Tennessee 
.  .  .”  purchased  1,000  acres  in  Dyer  County.  The  deed  was  dated  October, 

1824,  and  was  proved  in  Lincoln  County  Circuit  Court  on  September  22, 

1825.  It  is  assumed,  therefore,  that  Jonathan  Frost  moved  from  Lincoln 
County  to  Dyer  County  between  1825  and  1827. 

On  January  17,  1829,  Jonathan  Frost  “of  Dyer  County”  purchased 
from  his  brother  Wilson  of  Lincoln  County  1200  acres  of  land  in  Lincoln 
County  for  $2,000  ( Lincoln  County  Deed  Book  H,  p.  438)  and  also  his 
brother’s  interest  in  the  1,000-acre  tract  in  Dyer  County  for  $650  ( Dyer 
County  Deed  Book  B,  p.  187).  The  latter  tract  of  land  was  on  the  Forked 
Deer  River.  The  deed  books  of  Dyer  County  contain  records  of  numerous 
other  purchases  and  sales  of  land  on  the  Forked  Deer  River  by  Jonathan 
Frost  from  1829  to  1842. 

The  family  tradition  that  Jonathan  Frost  was  a  machinist  and  con¬ 
tractor  is  verified  partially  by  numerous  references  in  the  Dyer  County 
Court  Minutes  1848-1852  to  “Frost’s  Old  Mill”  and  to  “Frost’s  Mill 
Road.”  “.  .  .  Jonathan  Frost’s  waterpower  mill  on  Lewis  Branch,  three 
miles  east  of  Dyersburg  ...”  has  been  listed  as  one  of  the  early  mills  of 
Dyer  County  (Goodspeed’s  History  of  Tennessee,  Dyer  County  Section, 
p.  843). 

The  1830  Census  Report  lists  in  Jonathan  Frost’s  home  two  girls 
under  ten  but  no  boys.  The  1840  Report  indicates  that  his  wife  had  died 
and  that  he  had  in  his  home  both  boys  and  girls  who  were  not  his  children. 
Jonathan  Frost  himself  had  died  by  June  30,  1843,  on  which  date  “.  .  . 
heirs  of  Jonathan  Frost  enters  [sic]  eighteen  acres  of  land  .  .  .  situated 
in  Dyer  County  in  the  1 1  Range  and  4  Section  of  Mississippi  bottom  .  .  .” 
( Dyer  County  Entry  Book  1820-1852 ,  p.  196).  The  sale  of  a  part  of 
Jonathan  Frost’s  landed  estate  {Dyer  County  Deed  Book  F,  p.  212)  on 
March  1,  1844,  reveals  that  Jonathan  Frost’s  administrators  were  his 
brother  Wilson,  who  had  moved  to  Dyer  County  before  the  census  was 
taken  in  1840,  and  George  R.  Mulherin,  who  had  married  Jonathan 
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Frost’s  daughter  Elizabeth  Jane  on  December  24,  1839,  according  to 
family  records.  In  the  failure  to  identify  any  later  generations  of  Frosts 
who  descended  from  Jonathan  and  in  the  absence  of  records  of  same,  it  is 
assumed  that  Jonathan  Frost  had  no  sons  to  perpetuate  his  name. 

Jonathan  Frost’s  other  daughter  was  Adeline  Frost  who  married 
Stephen  D.  Light.  According  to  their  tombstone  inscriptions,  she  was  born 
October  26,  1828,  and  died  February  22,  1906;  he  in  1811  and  1833.  No 
markers  have  been  found  for  the  Mulherins. 

15.  Amy  Frost,  named  in  her  mother’s  will,  in  the  Bible  record,  and 
in  the  unregistered  indenture  of  January  20,  1830,  did  not  marry.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  her  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Old  Frost  Burying  Ground,  she 
was  born  March  9,  1797,  and  died  April  15,  1857.  During  most  of  her  adult 
life  she  lived  in  the  home  of  her  brother  Isaac  Newton  Frost,  where  she  was 
listed  by  the  census  taker  in  1850.  No  record  has  been  found  in  Davie 
County  for  the  actual  settlement  of  her  estate;  but  there  are  a  number  of 
records  relative  to  it.  Powers  of  attorney  were  granted  with  respect  to  this 
estate  to  Haman  Critz  of  Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  by  Amy’s  sister 
Elizabeth  Frost  Van  Cleave  from  Johnson  County,  Illinois,  by  her  half¬ 
nephew  Chaffin  Frost  from  Leon  County,  Texas,  and  by  her  half-nephews 
John  B.  and  Isham  Frost  from  Hopkins  County,  Kentucky  ( Davie  County 
Deed  Book  4,  pp.  308  and  372).  Other  relatives  who  had  kept  better 
informed  about  “Aunt  Amy’s  estate”  probably  knew  that  she  had  already 
deeded  her  land  to  her  brother  Isaac  Newton  Frost  with  whom  she  had 
made  her  home  and  that  there  was  little  left  to  divide.  Nevertheless,  there 
apparently  remained  some  personal  property  to  be  distributed;  and  Isaac 
Newton  Frost,  her  administrator,  made  effort  to  notify  the  heirs,  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  reply  made  by  Nathan  C.  Hunt  in  his  letter  of  October  16, 
1859,  to  which  other  references  will  be  made. 

16.  Isaac  Newton  Frost  was  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost’s 
last  child.  According  to  his  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Old  Frost  Burying 
Ground,  near  Cana,  North  Carolina,  he  was  born  July  11,  1799,  and 
died  May  20,  1872.  In  March,  1839,  according  to  family  records,  he 
married  Mary  Magdaline  Eaton,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Tabitha  Harbin 
Eaton.  She  was  born  May  20,  1810,  died  September  4,  1856,  and  is  buried 
beside  her  husband.  As  executor  of  the  wills  of  his  mother  and  of  his  sister 
Hannah  and  as  administrator  for  his  sister  Amy,  Isaac  Newton  Frost’s 
name  has  been  found  on  many  public  documents  involving  other  members 
of  the  Frost  family.  Isaac  Newton  and  Mary  M.  Eaton  Frost  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  seven  children,  including  Jonathan  C.  Frost,  who  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  8,  1849,  married  Mary  Coffield  Luten  Hunt  on  February  23,  1887,  and 
died  June  4,  1936.  In  1937  Jonathan  C.  Frost’s  daughter,  Minnie  Frost 
Rands,  scattered  his  ashes  over  the  graves  of  his  ancestors  in  the  Old  Frost 
Burying  Ground.  Mrs.  Rands,  born  May  11,  1889,  has  contributed  con¬ 
siderably  to  these  sketches  and  narratives  by  making  available  to  the  writer 
a  number  of  family  traditions,  numerous  documents  preserved  by  her  father 
and  grandfather,  and  the  fruits  of  more  than  forty  years  of  family  research 
and  study.  She  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Robert  Delafield  Rands  of  Lake  Wales, 
Florida,  and  the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Frances  Eleanor  Rands, 
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who  married  Lawrence  A.  Beery,  Jr.,  of  Akron,  Ohio;  Dr.  Robert  Delafield 
Rands,  Jr.,  who  married  Betty  Hall,  of  Chicago;  Phyllis  Elizabeth  Rands, 
who  married  Douglas  Richard  Peck,  of  Scranton,  Pennsylvania;  and  Mary 
Audrey  Rands,  who  married  Major  Hobart  Whitten  Merritt,  of  Arlington, 
Virginia. 

Captain  John  Frost 

John  Frost,  son  of  Ebenezer,  Sr.,  and  Sarah  Fairchild  Frost,  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  born  in  1770;  but  the  exact  date  is  not  known. 
Documentary  evidence  that  John  Frost  was  the  son  of  Ebenezer  Frost,  Sr., 
is  established  in  a  roundabout  way  through  the  records  of  Davie  County, 
North  Carolina.  Chaffin  Frost,  son  of  John  Frost  and  second  wife  Elizabeth 
Chaffin  (Hunt)  Frost,  on  July  23,  1860,  from  Leon  County,  Texas,  gave 
power  of  attorney  to  Haman  Critz  in  the  settlement  of  the  “estate  of  my 
aunt  Amy  Frost,”  who  died  April  15,  1857  ( Davie  County  Deed  Book  4 , 
p.  372).  Amy  Frost,  as  evidenced  by  her  mother’s  will  ( Rowan  County 
Will  Book  H,  p.  323),  was  Ebenezer,  Sr.,  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost’s 
daughter.  The  relationship  between  John  Frost  and  Chaffin  is  verified  by 
a  deed  of  November  22,  1826,  from  Francis  Neely  to  “.  .  .  Benjamin 
and  Chaffin  Frost  likewise  sons  of  the  aforementioned  John  Frost  .  .  .” 
( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  29,  p.  401).  The  relationship  between  John 
Frost  and  his  father  is  suggested  also  by  two  land  grants  to  the  latter. 
As  indicated  earlier,  these  grants,  Number  163  and  Number  215,  were 
signed  by  John  Frost  and  Ebenezer  Frost,  Jr.,  as  chainbearers.  The  re¬ 
lationship  is  further  verified  by  the  unrecorded  indenture  which  includes 
John  Frost  among  his  father’s  children  and  to  which  reference  was  made 
in  the  section  Ebenezer  Frost's  Children. 

Among  the  early  records  of  John  Frost  in  the  Rowan  County  court¬ 
house  in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  is  that  of  his  marriage  to  Rebecca 
Boone,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone.  The  date  of  this  marriage 
bond  was  August  21,  1793,  and  John  Wilson,  probably  John  Frost’s  step- 
uncle,  was  surety.  This  marriage  bond  is  the  most  definite  refutation  of  a 
tradition  among  the  Frosts  of  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  that  John  Frost  had 
married  Sarah  Boone,  daughter  of  Jonathan  and  Elizabeth  Dagley  Boone. 
There  is  an  abundance  of  other  documentary  evidence  that  it  was  Rebecca 
Boone,  daughter  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone,  who  married  John  Frost. 
One  of  these  is  the  record  of  a  real  estate  transaction  which  took  place  on 
November  6,  1806,  among  the  widow  and  other  heirs  of  John  Boone, 
deceased.  An  excerpt  from  this  record  follows:  “Rebecca  Boone,  wife  of 
John  Boone,  deceased,  Benjamin  Boone,  son  of  deceased  for  himself 
and  for  Mark  Whitaker  and  John  McDaniel  as  attorney,  Nancy  Clifford, 
wife  of  Jacob  Clifford,  John  Wilson,  John  Frost,  James  Penry,  Samuel 
Little,  heirs  of  said  John  Boone,  deceased,  land  to  John  Boone,  son  of  the 
deceased.  .  .  .”  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  21,  p.  489) .  Property  rights  of 
women  in  those  days  were  assumed  by  their  husbands  upon  marriage. 
John  Frost,  therefore,  had  the  legal  status  of  heir  to  property  coming  to 
his  wife  Rebecca  Boone  Frost,  daughter  of  the  deceased  John  Boone. 
Additional  verification  is  found  in  the  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Old 
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Frost  Burying  Ground — “Rebecca  Frost,  Deceased  in  1816.”  Of  signifi¬ 
cance  is  the  will  made  by  John  Boone’s  widow,  Rebecca  Boone,  dated 
August  6,  1815,  and  probated  in  1822,  in  part  as  follows:  “I  Rebecca 
Boone  .  .  .  give  and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  granddaughter,  Rebecca 
Frost,  one  hundred  dollars  to  be  hers  forever.”  ( Rowan  County  Will  Book 
H,  p.  169).  This  granddaughter,  of  course,  was  John  Frost’s  daughter  who 
later  married  Alexander  Haden.  More  than  half  a  century  later  in  faraway 
Arkansas,  a  monument  was  erected  which  further  verifies  the  marriage  of 
John  Frost  and  Rebecca  Boone.  In  Calhoun  County,  in  the  Camp  Ground 
Presbyterian  Church  Cemetery,  three  miles  north  of  Hampton,  Arkansas, 
the  marker  bears  this  inscription:  “Enoch  Boone  Frost,  Son  of  John  and 
Rebecca  Frost,  Born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  October  15,  1806, 
Died  March  28,  1879.” 

John  Frost  purchased  on  February  16,  1801,  a  tract  of  land  on 
Dutchmans  Creek  from  his  father  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  18,  p.  726). 
Ebenezer  Frost’s  signature  to  the  deed  was  witnessed  by  his  son  Wilson 
Frost  and  his  son-in-law  David  Holman.  It  was  while  living  in  this  area 
and  while  his  wife  Rebecca  yet  lived  that  John  Frost  served  in  the  War  of 
1812.  Although  he  never  received  any  pension,  photocopies  of  carded 
records  of  his  military  service  in  the  National  Archives  reveal  that  he  was 
captain  of  a  company  of  infantry  in  Colonel  Jesse  A.  Pearson’s  Seventh 
Regiment  of  North  Carolina  Militia.  The  Company  Muster  Roll  shows 
that  Captain  John  Frost  was  at  Fort  Hawkins  from  February  1  to  March 
28,  1814,  at  Fort  Decatur  from  March  28  to  May  26,  and  in  a  camp  near 
Fort  Hawkins  from  then  until  July  16.  Pursuant  to  a  General  Order  of 
December  1,  1814,  he  appeared  with  the  rank  of  Captain  for  a  court 
martial — not  as  a  defendant — in  Salisbury,  North  Carolina,  from  January 
9,  1815,  to  February  2.  Living  costs  of  the  day  are  reflected  in  his 
subsistence  allowance  of  $16.20  for  eighty-one  meals  at  20 $  each.  His 
total  pay  and  allowance  for  his  court  martial  service  was  $88.15.  In  most 
family  references  to  John  Frost,  he  has  been  spoken  of  as  Captain  John 
Frost. 

Since  Rebecca  Boone  Frost’s  grave  stone  gives  only  the  year  of  her 
death — 1816,  it  is  not  known  how  long  she  had  been  dead  on  March  22, 
1817,  when  Captain  John  Frost  married  Enoch  Hunt’s  widow,  Elizabeth 
Chaffin  Hunt,  daughter  of  Nathan  Chaffin.  Enoch  Hunt  had  been  dead 
since  November  22,  1815,  according  to  Chaffin  Bible  records.  This  second 
marriage  for  both  John  and  Elizabeth  Chaffin  Frost  was  recorded  in 
Rowan  County  with  R.  (Ransom)  Powell  as  surety.  Ransom  Powell 
married  Patsy  Anderson,  sister  of  Garland  Anderson  who  married  Captain 
John  Frost’s  daughter  Sarah. 

In  1962  Mrs.  Louise  Utley  of  Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  had  in 
her  possession  a  portion  of  the  ledger  for  Old  Mock’s  Store  for  the  time 
concurrent  with  the  early  years  of  John  Frost’s  second  marriage.  This  was  a 
tavern  and  general  merchandise  store  located  on  or  near  the  present  site  of 
Mocksville,  the  present  county  seat  of  Davie  County.  John  Frost’s  name 
was  entered  frequently  in  this  ledger  and  always  as  “Capt.  John  Frost.” 

Captain  John  Frost  and  his  second  wife  had  lived  on  adjoining  farms 
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before  their  marriage.  Indications  are  that  Captain  John  Frost  and  his 
family  changed  places  of  residence  a  number  of  times  between  1820  and 
1825,  and  it  appears  that  he  even  may  have  maintained  more  than  one 
residence  for  himself  and  his  wife  and  their  children  who  had  not  already 
married.  On  March  15,  1820,  John  Frost,  then  living  in  Rowan  County, 
purchased  from  Bartley  Greenwood  of  Surry  County  a  tract  of  land  con¬ 
sisting  of  100  acres  north  of  the  Yadkin  River  but  on  both  sides  of 
Mitchell’s  River  ( Surry  County  Deed  Book  Q,  p.  228).  Apparently 
Captain  John  Frost  and  his  family  moved  shortly  thereafter  to  Surry 
County,  for  the  1820  Census  Report  for  that  county  contains  a  John  Frost 
whose  household  listing  is  reasonably  compatible  with  the  family  Captain 
John  Frost  is  thought  to  have  had  at  that  time.  The  listing  of  a  John  Frost 
in  the  1820  Census  Report  of  Rowan  County  with  ages  of  members  of 
the  household  slightly  different  from  those  in  Surry  could  mean  that 
Captain  John  Frost  was  maintaining  households  in  both  counties  and 
shuttled  back  and  forth  to  look  after  his  various  properties.  As  neither 
census  report  seems  to  include  all  of  his  unmarried  children  and  certainly 
not  all  of  his  wife’s  children  by  her  former  marriage,  it  is  likely  that  some 
of  the  older  children  lived  in  one  of  the  homes  and  some  in  the  other. 
The  dual  or  transient  residence  of  Captain  John  Frost  is  suggested  also  by 
some  of  his  real  estate  transactions  which  followed  the  one  in  1820. 
On  February  23,  1824,  John  Frost  gave  Rowan  County  as  his  residence 
when  he  sold  his  son  Boone  Frost  seventy-six  acres  of  land  for  $360  in 
Rowan  County  on  the  road  from  Dutchmans  Creek  Bridge  to  Statesville 
( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  29,  pp.  163-164).  Less  than  two  months 
later,  on  April  9,  1824,  he  gave  Surry  County  as  his  place  of  residence 
when  he  sold  to  Batson  Naylor  for  $8.00  approximately  twenty-four  and  a 
half  acres  on  Dutchmans  Creek,  a  part  of  a  tract  conveyed  from  Thomas 
Skinner  to  Jonathan  Frost  and  later  from  Jonathan  Frost  to  his  half-brother 
John  Frost  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  28,  pp.  196-197).  On  August  6, 
1824,  Rebecca  Frost,  one  of  John  Frost’s  unmarried  daughters,  was  des¬ 
ignated  as  a  resident  of  Surry  County  when  her  brother-in-law  Garland 
Anderson  of  Rowan  County  made  her  a  deed  of  gift  of  a  Negro  girl  named 
Esther  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  28,  p.  571). 

An  unfortunate  financial  plight  which  befell  Captain  John  Frost  dur¬ 
ing  the  1 820’s  is  indicated  by  two  mortgages,  one  of  which  was  foreclosed, 
and  a  lawsuit  which  followed.  By  way  of  inquiring  into  Captain  John 
Frost’s  finances,  the  writer  wrote  to  T.  E.  Swann  of  Statesville,  North 
Carolina,  a  descendant  of  Captain  John  Frost’s  half-sister  Rachel:  “You 
don’t  suppose  Captain  John  Frost’s  indebtedness  was  caused  by  too  many 
visits  to  Old  Mock’s  Tavern,  do  you?” 

To  this  Mr.  Swann  replied:  “As  yet  I  am  not  ready  to  think  the  finan¬ 
cial  condition  of  Captain  John  Frost  or  Boone  Frost  might  have  been  due 
to  too  frequent  visits  to  the  tavern.  You  remember  he  mortgaged  two  stills.” 

Mrs.  Louise  Utley,  who  has  given  many  years  of  study  to  Captain 
John  Frost  and  his  relatives  and  who  does  not  approve  of  such  joking  at 
Captain  John  Frost’s  expense,  pointed  out  that  the  Frost  mills  were  for  the 
purpose  of  extracting  sassafras  oil  which  was  used  in  those  days  for  em- 
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balming  and  that  the  two  stills  were  used  in  the  production  of  sassafras  -oil 
rather  than  of  intoxicants. 

The  writer  has  not  been  able  to  determine  the  cause  of  Captain  John 
Frost’s  financial  difficulties.  The  most  logical  explanation  is  that  he  over¬ 
extended  himself  in  the  purchase  of  land,  the  operation  of  his  mills,  and  the 
support  of  the  Frost  and  Hunt  children.  As  early  as  September  15,  1821, 
Captain  John  Frost  found  himself  unable  to  make  payment  on  a  note  of 
$1100  due  his  neighbor  Joseph  Allison.  Another  neighbor  paid  Joseph 
Allison  $924  for  the  note  upon  John  Frost’s  making  a  new  one  for 
$1152.75  due  one  day  after  October  4,  1821.  The  neighbor  who  had  dis¬ 
counted  the  note  at  the  rate  of  16%  was  Francis  Neely,  a  wealthy  land- 
owner  who  is  said  to  have  carried  gold  coins  in  his  walking  stick.  In  a 
subsequent  lawsuit,  Captain  John  Frost’s  attorney  spoke  of  Francis  Neely 
as  a  “money  dealer.”  On  August  2,  1824,  Captain  John  Frost  made  a  new 
note  for  $1580.64  due  one  day  from  date  in  lieu  of  all  past  obligations  to 
Francis  Neely.  By  this  date  Captain  John  Frost  had  known  debts  totaling 
more  than  $2,000,  including  a  $496  note  due  ninety  days  from  May  18, 
1824,  to  the  Salisbury  Branch  of  the  State  Bank  of  North  Carolina  of  which 
Francis  Neely  is  said  to  have  been  a  vice  president.  On  August  3,  1824, 
Captain  John  Frost  mortgaged  all  of  his  land  in  Rowan  County  and  most 
of  his  personal  property  thereon  in  security  of  these  debts.  Named  as 
trustees  in  the  mortgage  were  his  half-brother  Samuel  and  his  three  sons- 
in-law  George  Saner,  Garland  Anderson,  and  Nathan  C.  Hunt.  As  the 
place  of  his  residence  is  not  mentioned  in  the  mortgage,  it  is  assumed  that 
he  was  still  living  in  Surry  County,  particularly  since  one  of  the  tracts  was 
designated  by  Captain  John  Frost  as  “land  whereon  I  formerly  dwelt” 
{Rowan  County  Deed  Book  10,  pp.  579—580). 

By  August  20,  1825,  Captain  John  Frost’s  financial  situation  appears 
to  have  become  worse,  as  indicated  by  a  new  mortgage  with  the  same 
trustees  and  the  same  security  but  with  increased  liens.  Although  he  had 
reduced  his  debt  to  the  bank  at  Salisbury,  he  had  not  been  credited  even 
with  interest  on  his  debts  to  Francis  Neely;  and  Valentine  Bradleman  had 
been  awarded  a  judgement  of  $800  with  costs  and  interest  against  him  by 
the  November,  1824,  Term  of  Rowan  County  Court.  By  the  date  of  this 
mortgage  Captain  John  Frost  was  back  in  his  old  home  in  Rowan  County; 
for  one  of  the  tracts  was  described  as  “.  .  .  one  other  tract  of  land  where¬ 
upon  the  said  John  Frost  now  lives  in  Rowan  County  aforesaid  on  the 
waters  of  Dutchmans  Creek  in  the  forks  of  the  Yadkin  and  bounded  by  the 
lands  of  Samuel  Smith,  Boone  Frost,  Thomas  Owings,  and  Joseph  Allison 
and  containing  by  estimation  134  acres  more  or  less  with  all  appurte¬ 
nances.  .  .  .”  This  is  the  tract  often  referred  to  as  the  “Home  Place.”  The 
largest  tract  of  land  consisted  of  400  acres  in  the  forks  of  the  Yadkin  and 
was  known  as  the  “Johnson  Mill  Tract  on  Frost  Mill  Creek.”  Captain  John 
Frost  mortgaged  even  his  wife’s  dower  from  her  previous  husband  de¬ 
scribed  by  him  as  “.  .  .  also  my  right  and  title  in  and  to  one  other  tract  of 
land  lying  on  Cedar  Creek  .  .  .  known  as  Hunt’s  Mill  Tract  containing 
by  estimation  two  hundred  sixty  acres,  more  or  less,  also  my  right  and  title 
in  and  to  such  lands  in  consequence  of  my  wife  Elizabeth’s  claim  in  right 
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of  dower  .  .  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  28,  pp.  206-208).  Among  the 

items  of  personal  property  listed  were  two  stills,  a  wagon,  five  pair  of  gears, 
five  head  of  horses,  ten  head  of  cattle,  about  fifty  hogs,  about  twenty  head 
of  sheep  and  four  Negroes. 

Both  mortgages  provided  for  foreclosure  upon  a  thirty-day  notice. 
Apparently  notice  was  given  almost  immediately  after  execution  of  the 
second  mortgage,  for  a  public  sale  was  held  on  September  27,  1825. 
Francis  Neely  bid  in  many  of  Captain  John  Frost’s  personal  effects  as  well 
as  two  tracts  of  land,  paying  only  $923  for  the  Johnson  Mill  Tract  and  $810 
for  the  Home  Place  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  29,  pp.  127  and  169). 
Although  his  trustees’  signatures  were  on  the  deeds,  Captain  John  Frost  did 
not  sign  them. 

Apparently  Captain  John  Frost  acted  without  the  advice  of  an  attorney 
in  his  dealings  with  Francis  Neely  and  was  led  to  believe  that  the  latter  was 
befriending  him  by  preventing  others  from  taking  his  land.  Indeed  he  re¬ 
mained  on  the  Home  Place  until  some  time  in  1826  when  he  removed  to 
Surry  County  and  left  as  a  tenant  on  the  farm  his  son  Boone  who  made  a 
crop  in  1827  which  was  seized  by  Francis  Neely  when  he  actually  took  pos¬ 
session  of  the  land. 

On  a  date  preceding  “the  2nd.  Monday  after  the  4th.  Monday  in 
March,”  1829,  Captain  John  Frost  brought  suit  against  Francis  Neely  in 
the  Court  of  Equity  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina  ( Rowan  County 
Equity  Court  Minutes  1820-1834,  pp.  125-131)  “humbly  complaining” 
among  other  grievances:  That  Francis  Neely  had  charged  John  Frost 
usurious  interest,  discounting  two  separate  notes  at  16%,  payable  one  day 
after  date;  that  Francis  Neely  had  failed  to  credit  as  part  payment  the  $400 
value  of  a  Negro  woman  and  child  sold  and  delivered  to  Francis  Neely  by 
John  Frost  for  that  purpose;  that  Francis  Neely  “by  false  and  deceitful 
practices”  had  induced  John  Frost  to  execute  a  trust  deed  in  security  for 
debts  owed  Francis  Neely  and  others;  that  Francis  Neely  had  forced  a 
public  sale  of  John  Frost’s  property,  both  real  and  personal,  to  satisfy  liens 
held  against  it  and  then  interfered  with  the  sale  in  order  to  prevent  the 
price  from  exceeding  the  amount  needed  to  discharge  the  liens  against  it — 
this  under  the  pretense  of  holding  the  property,  particularly  the  Home 
Place,  for  John  Frost  but  actually  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  possession  of 
it  at  a  price  no  higher  than  the  liens  against  it. 

In  his  suit  John  Frost  “prayed”  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Equity  that 
Francis  Neely  be  subpoenaed  into  Court  to  give  an  account  of  the  trans¬ 
actions  involving  John  Frost’s  debts  and  property  and  that  he  be  required 
to  refund  to  John  Frost  all  values  which  he  had  received  from  John  Frost 
in  excess  of  what  he  had  legally  owed  him,  that  he  surrender  and  reconvey 
to  John  Frost  the  Home  Place  of  130  acres,  and  that  John  Frost  be  allowed 
such  other  relief  to  which  in  justice  and  equity  he  was  entitled. 

Captain  John  Frost’s  attorney,  R.  M.  Landers,  appears  to  have  been  a 
master  in  submitting  the  case  for  his  client,  cleverly  “praying”  the  judge  to 
include  as  defendants  in  the  suit  such  persons  as  might  come  into  court 
“combining  and  confederating  .  .  .  and  contriving  how  to  injure  and 
oppress  .  .  .”  John  Frost  by  testifying  that  the  lands  purchased  by  Francis 
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Neely  were  not  worth  more  than  the  principal  and  interest  on  John  Frost’s 
debts.  It  was  unfortunate  for  Captain  John  Frost  that  he  had  not  had 
equally  able  counsel  in  the  draft  and  execution  of  his  contracts.  In  the 
Minutes  for  the  Spring  Term,  1830,  of  the  Equity  Court  is  this  notation: 
“This  suit  having  been  compromised,  it  is  ordered  that  the  complainant 
[John  Frost]  pay  the  cost  according  to  the  terms  of  the  compromise.”  The 
terms  of  the  compromise  were  not  given;  but  apparently  Captain  John  Frost 
won  at  least  a  portion  of  the  judgement  which  he  sought,  as  indicated  by  the 
transactions  described  in  the  next  paragraph. 

On  November  26,  1829,  Francis  Neely  died  after  having  willed  to  his 
daughter  Mary,  who  had  married  Isaac  Holeman,  both  the  Home  Place 
and  the  Johnson  Mill  Tract  formerly  owned  by  Captain  John  Frost  ( Rowan 
County  Deed  Book  30,  p.  90).  This  Isaac  Holeman,  incidentally,  was  a 
grandson  of  the  Isaac  Holman  whose  son  David  married  Rachel  Frost, 
daughter  of  Ebenezer  and  Elizabeth  Wilson  Frost.  On  January  30,  1830, 
Captain  John  Frost  signed  two  deeds  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  30, 
pp.  991  and  993).  In  the  first,  for  the  consideration  of  $1,100  paid  to  him 
by  Isaac  Holeman  and  other  executors  and  devisees  of  Francis  Neely,  he 
sold  all  his  interest  “either  at  Law  or  Equity  or  otherwise”  to  the  above 
mentioned  tracts  of  land.  The  second  was  a  quit  claim  deed,  also  for  the 
consideration  this  $1,100,  by  which  Captain  John  Frost  “.  .  .  remised, 
released,  and  forever  quit  claim  .  .  .”  unto  the  heirs  of  Francis  Neely, 
deceased,  “.  .  .  all  manner  of  action  and  actions,  cause  and  causes  of 
actions,  suits,  bills,  bonds,  writings,  obligations,  debts,  dues,  duties,  reckon¬ 
ing,  accounts,  sum  and  sums  of  money,  Judgements,  Executions,  Events, 
quarrels,  controversy,  trespassers,  Damages,  and  demands  whatsoever  both 
in  Law  and  Equity  or  otherwise  howsoever  which  against  him  the  said 
Francis  Neely,  Dec’d.  .  .  .” 

Earlier,  on  November  22,  1826,  Francis  Neely  himself  had  made  a 
deed  of  gift  to  seven  of  Captain  John  Frost’s  children  as  follows:  “.  .  .  to 
Rebecca  Haden,  daughter  of  John  Frost  formerly  of  said  county  and 
state,  a  piece  of  furniture  termed  a  case  of  drawers,  unto  Icy  Ann  and 
Hannah  Frost,  also  daughters  of  said  Frost,  a  china  press  and  desk,  unto 
Enoch  and  John  Frost,  sons  of  said  John  Frost,  a  small  wagon,  unto 
Benjamin  and  Chaffin  Frost,  likewise  sons  of  the  aforementioned  John 
Frost,  one  riding  chair,  all  which  property  I  purchased  the  27th  day  of 
September  1825  on  the  premises  then  occupied  by  the  said  John  Frost  in 
the  County  of  Rowan.  .  .  .  But  this  instrument  shall  never  be  considered 
binding  on  me  or  my  heirs  to  guarantee  the  said  property  any  further  than 
as  my  rights  of  said  property”  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  29,  pp.  401- 
402).  Although  these  gifts  to  Captain  John  Frost’s  children  indicated  an 
act  either  of  generosity  or  of  restitution,  the  last  quoted  sentence  appears  to 
reflect  some  doubt  in  Francis  Neely’s  own  mind  about  his  title  to  the 
property  which  he  had  received  through  the  foreclosure  of  the  mortgage. 
From  a  genealogical  standpoint,  Francis  Neely’s  gifts  to  seven  of  John 
Frost’s  children  became  a  bequest  to  all  their  descendants,  for  no  other 
document  known  to  the  writer  so  unquestionably  identifies  them  as  Captain 
John  Frost’s  children. 
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Although  Captain  John  Frost’s  holdings  in  Surry  County  seem  never  to 
have  equalled  those  he  formerly  held  in  Rowan,  the  loss  of  his  property  in 
the  latter  county  did  not  leave  him  bankrupt.  The  deed  books  of  Surry 
County  verify  his  ownership  of  land,  and  the  Census  Report  of  1830,  which 
listed  him  as  between  60  and  70  years  of  age,  showed  that  he  owned  six 
slaves. 

On  November  13,  1833,  Captain  John  Frost  paid  his  half-brother 
James  $500  for  four  tracts  of  land  on  the  north  side  of  the  Yadkin  River 
on  both  sides  of  Mitchell’s  River.  On  December  27  he  sold  three  of  these 
tracts  to  Flenry  Mosely  for  $1,000  ( Surry  County  Deed  Book  10,  p.  189, 
and  Book  12,  pp.  28-29).  By  this  time  Captain  John  Frost’s  son  John,  Jr., 
was  grown  and  had  already  married.  For  this  reason,  perhaps,  Captain 
John  Frost  was  named  in  these  deeds  as  “John  Frost,  Sr.,”  and  “John 
Frost,  Sen.”  No  record  has  been  found,  however,  where  the  son  was 
designated  as  “John  Frost,  Jr.”  Captain  John  Frost  appears  to  have  been 
last  on  record  in  Surry  County  on  September  4,  1834,  when  a  John  Frost 
sold  to  Absolem  Lion  100  acres  of  land  on  Camp  Creek  for  $100  ( Surry 
County  Deed  Book  X,  p.  169).  The  writer’s  lack  of  familiarity  with  the 
area  and  his  inability  to  locate  Camp  Creek  make  it  impossible  for  him  to 
determine  if  this  100-acre  tract  was  land  which  he  had  purchased  in  1820 
or  one  of  the  four  tracts  which  he  had  bought  from  his  half-brother  James. 
Since  neither  “Sr.”  nor  “Jr.”  was  used  with  the  name  in  this  transaction, 
there  is  also  the  question  of  whether  it  was  John  Frost  the  father  or  John 
Frost  the  son  who  sold  this  property.  Since  the  son  is  not  known  to  have 
purchased  any  land  which  he  could  have  sold  in  Surry  County  before  his 
migration  to  Missouri,  the  writer  assumes  that  it  was  Captain  John  Frost 
who  sold  land  to  Absolem  Lion  and  that  probably  he  had  died  or  had  left 
Surry  County  by  August,  1838,  when  the  deed  was  proved  in  open  court 
by  the  oath  of  John  Roberts,  a  subscribing  witness.  The  lack  of  records  for 
the  sale  of  the  six  slaves  which  he  owned  in  1830  and  for  the  settlement 
of  his  estate  is  an  indication,  but  not  an  evidence,  that  Captain  John  Frost 
left  Surry  County  before  the  time  of  his  death. 

There  is  a  tradition  among  some  descendants  that  Captain  John  Frost 
died  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  possibly  while  visiting  his  son  Ebene- 
zer  B.  Frost;  but  no  record  has  been  found  to  indicate  that  he  was  ever  in 
that  area;  and  no  such  tradition  came  down  through  Ebenezer  B.  Frost’s 
descendants,  so  far  as  the  writer  has  been  able  to  determine.  In  1834,  the 
last  year  Captain  John  Frost  is  known  or  thought  to  have  been  in  Surry 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  the  last  year  in  which  his  son  Ebenezer  B. 
Frost  lived  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  Ebenezer  B.  Frost’s  son  John 
Ebenezer  Frost  was  nine  years  old  and  certainly  would  have  remembered 
his  grandfather  if  he  had  seen  him  at  that  age.  Nevertheless,  the  Reverend 
John  Ebenezer  Frost’s  recorded  statement  about  his  grandfather  Frost  is  so 
vague  and  confusing  that  it  indicates  that  the  two  never  met.  It  is  omitted 
from  these  narratives  for  the  reason  that  it  might  lead  to  further  confusion. 
It  is  mentioned  only  for  the  purpose  of  discounting  the  feasibility  of  the 
tradition  that  Captain  John  Frost  died  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  while 
visiting  his  son  Ebenezer  B.  Frost. 
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Since  four  of  Captain  John  Frost’s  children — Polly,  Hannah,  Boone, 
and  John,  Jr. — are  known  to  have  migrated  to  Missouri,  a  careful  study  has 
been  made  of  family  and  public  records  to  determine  if  Captain  John  Frost 
and  his  second  wife  accompanied  or  followed  any  of  them  to  that  state.  Not 
the  slightest  piece  of  evidence  has  been  found.  On  the  contrary,  there  is  a 
tradition  that  Hannah,  who  is  reported  to  have  aroused  her  father’s  ire  by 
eloping  with  David  Martin,  was  disinherited  and  never  saw  her  father 
after  her  marriage.  This  indicates  that  Captain  John  Frost  did  not  live  long 
in  Missouri,  if  indeed  he  went  there;  for  Hannah  is  reported  to  have  visited 
some,  if  not  all,  of  her  brothers  and  sisters  who  settled  in  Missouri.  The 
least  explored  and  probably  the  most  likely  possibility  that  Captain  John 
Frost  accompanied  one  of  his  children  to  Missouri  is  that  it  was  with  his 
son  John,  Jr. — the  least  explored  because  John  Frost,  Jr.,  died  before  1850, 
and  none  of  his  living  descendants  have  been  identified;  the  most  likely 
because  John  Frost,  Jr.,  appears  to  have  migrated  to  Missouri  about  the 
same  time  that  his  father  was  last  on  record  in  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina.  The  writer  and  his  consultants  are  unaware  of  any  record  which 
indicates  the  date  of  death  or  place  of  burial  of  Captain  John  Frost  or  of 
his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Chaffin  (Hunt)  Frost. 

Captain  John  Frost’s  Twelve  Known  Children 

The  Census  Reports  of  1810  and  1830,  together  with  some  family 
records,  indicate  that  Captain  John  Frost  may  have  been  the  father  of 
fourteen  children — eight  boys  and  six  girls;  but  only  six  sons — Ebenezer  B., 
Boone,  Enoch,  John,  Jr.,  Benjamin,  and  Chaffin — have  been  identified  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  writer.  The  six  girls,  identified  by  public  records, 
family  traditions,  or  association,  in  the  probable  order  of  their  births  are  as 
follow:  Sarah,  Mary  (Polly),  Elizabeth,  Rebecca,  Icy  Ann,  and  Hannah. 
Of  the  twelve  known  children,  only  Chaffin  definitely  can  be  identified  as 
a  child  of  Captain  John  Frost’s  second  marriage,  and  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  had  any  descendants.  Sketches  of  each  of  the  twelve  follow. 

1.  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  is  not  known  definitely  to  have  been  the  first 
child  born  to  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost;  but  the  year  of  his 
birth,  estimated  as  1794  by  some  and  as  1796  by  others,  is  earlier  than 
any  other  known  birth  date  among  the  children  of  this  family.  The  writer  is 
disappointed  that  no  record  has  been  found  to  document  the  fact  that 
Ebenezer  B.  Frost  was  the  son  of  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost; 
but  Frost  family  tradition  of  Boone  ancestry  is  too  great  to  permit  serious 
doubt  that  the  relationship  existed.  He  married  1 )  Elizabeth  Gaither  and 
2)  the  widow  Nancy  Wright  Clary.  His  family  was  living  in  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  on  November  29,  1836,  when  his  death  is  reported  to 
have  occurred  in  Arkansas  while  he  was  on  a  mission  for  the  United  States 
Government.  As  he  is  a  direct  ancestor  of  the  writer,  a  detailed  sketch  of 
him  and  his  family  is  presented  in  the  next  section  of  this  chapter. 

2.  Sarah  Frost  is  recorded  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  as 
having  been  licensed  to  marry  Garland  Anderson,  son  of  Charles  Ander¬ 
son,  on  July  15,  1815.  The  Census  Report  of  1850  for  Davie  County, 
North  Carolina,  indicates  that  she  was  born  in  1797  or  1798  and  her 
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husband  eight  years  earlier.  On  July  7,  1820,  John  Frost  sold  to  Garland 
Anderson  and  wife  Sally  for  $300  a  Negro  girl  named  Rhoda  to  be  Sally’s 
property  with  any  of  her  increase  to  be  divided  equally  among  Sally’s 
children  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  25,  p.  281).  In  March  of  that  same 
year  Charles  Anderson  had  sold  ten  acres  of  land  on  Hunting  Creek  “in¬ 
cluding  the  mill  and  still  house  stables”  to  his  son  Garland  with  John  Frost 
as  a  witness  to  his  signature  ( Deed  Book  26,  p.  37).  Garland  and  Sarah 
(Sally)  Frost  Anderson  are  thought  to  have  had  at  least  six  children 
including  Charles,  John,  Edwin,  Susan,  Emeline,  and  David  Anderson. 

3.  Mary  (Polly)  Frost,  daughter  of  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone 
Frost,  was  born  October  4,  1799,  and  died  October  22,  1872,  according  to 
family  records.  On  an  unknown  date,  presumably  before  August  3,  1824, 
when  Nathan  Chaffin  Hunt  became  one  of  the  trustees  to  Captain  John 
Frost’s  mortgage  on  his  land,  Polly  Frost  married  this  son  of  Enoch  and 
Elizabeth  Chaffin  Hunt.  Nathan  Chaffin  Hunt,  according  to  family  records, 
was  born  November  17,  1802,  and  died  September  3,  1872.  His  mother, 
having  become  a  widow  by  the  death  of  his  father  on  November  22,  1815, 
had  become  on  March  22,  1817,  the  second  wife  of  Captain  John  Frost, 
whose  first  wife,  Rebecca  Boone  Frost,  had  died  in  1816.  The  study  of 
Nathan  and  Polly  Frost  Hunt  and  their  children  has  been  handicapped  by 
the  lack  of  contact  with  their  descendants  and  the  scarcity  of  traditions  of 
this  family;  but  the  traditions  of  related  families  in  Missouri  and  a  letter 
which  Nathan  C.  Hunt  wrote  to  his  wife’s  half-uncle  Isaac  Newton  Frost  in 
1859  have  been  helpful  in  adding  meaning  to  such  records  as  have  been 
found. 

The  date  of  the  Hunts’  migration  to  Missouri  is  assumed  to  have  fol¬ 
lowed  closely  after  a  real  estate  transaction  in  which  Nathan  C.  Hunt  on 
October  7,  1842,  sold  270  acres  of  land  on  Cedar  Creek  in  what  was  then 
Davie  County  but  which  formerly  had  been  a  part  of  Rowan  County 
( Davie  County  Deed  Book  3,  p.  49) .  Sixty-six  years  later  the  funeral  notice 
of  their  son  Noah  Hunt  reported  that  he  was  born  February  20,  1831,  in 
Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  that  he  had  come  to  Missouri  with  his 
parents  when  he  was  eleven  years  of  age,  and  that  a  few  months  later  they 
had  settled  in  Jackson  County  of  that  state.  This  confirms  1842  or  early 
1 843  as  the  time  of  their  migration.  The  burial  of  Noah  Hunt  in  the  Lone 
Jack  Cemetery  is  harmonious  with  the  tradition  in  the  Martin  family  that 
the  Hunts  lived  in  or  near  Lone  Jack  and  that  they  were  quite  prosperous, 
owning  a  large  grist  mill  and  wool  carding  machines.  It  is  assumed  that 
Nathan  C.  and  Polly  Frost  Hunt  are  buried  in  Lone  Jack  Cemetery  and 
that  the  dates  of  their  births  and  deaths  were  taken  by  relatives  from  their 
tombstones. 

It  is  likely  that  the  Hunt  family  conformed  to  the  pattern  of  the  day  by 
consisting  of  a  large  number  of  children;  but  since  their  family  Bible  is 
reported  to  have  been  destroyed  by  a  home  fire  and  since  the  1850  Census 
Report  of  the  family  has  not  been  found,  a  complete  list  of  the  children 
has  not  been  made  available.  The  names  of  three  sons — William,  Ben,  and 
Nathan — have  been  taken  from  old  letters  in  the  family;  but  little  else  is 
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known  about  them.  Brief  sketches  follow  on  two  other  children,  Rebecca 
and  Noah  Hunt. 

Rebecca  Hunt  married  Elias  Powell,  son  of  Joab  Powell,  and  home¬ 
steaded  with  him  in  Oregon,  according  to  family  reports.  They  are  reported 
also  to  have  had  at  least  three  children,  including  Silas,  Boycan,  and  Lilly. 

Noah  Hunt,  as  reported  in  his  obituary  in  a  Lone  Jack,  Missouri, 
newspaper  at  the  time  of  his  death  on  November  22,  1908,  was  born 
February  20,  1831,  in  Davie  County  (Rowan  County  in  1831),  North 
Carolina,  married  on  August  28,  1851,  Nancy  Cave  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  twelve  children  before  her  death  on  March  7,  1879,  and  re¬ 
married  on  September  13,  1880,  Mrs.  James  R.  Travis.  One  of  Noah 
Hunt’s  sons,  Enoch,  married  Laura  Ann  McClure,  daughter  of  Mary  Jane 
Winifred  Martin  McClure  and  granddaughter  of  Hannah  Frost  Martin. 
This  Enoch  Hunt  is  reported  to  have  died  from  exhaustion  from  fighting  a 
prairie  fire. 

4.  Elizabeth  Frost,  who  married  George  Saner  on  December  22, 
1818,  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  appears  to  have  been  the  fourth 
known  child  of  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost.  The  inscription  on 
her  tombstone  in  the  Old  Frost  Burying  Ground,  “Elizabeth  Saner,  aged  19, 
died  1820,”  indicates  that  she  was  born  in  1800  or  1801  and  conforms 
reasonably  well  with  the  Census  Report  of  1810,  which  indicates  that 
Captain  John  Frost  had  three  daughters  ten  years  of  age  or  older  in  that 
year.  An  inscription  on  another  tombstone,  “Saner  Infant,”  may  be  a  clue 
to  the  mother’s  early  death.  Indications  are  that  there  was  another  child 
born  to  this  union  and  that  George  Saner  remained  in  close  association,  if 
not  in  the  household,  of  John  Frost  for  the  next  few  years;  for  he  was  one 
of  the  trustees  to  Captain  John  Frost’s  mortgage. 

5.  Rebecca  Frost  is  estimated  to  have  been  born  in  1802  or  earlier. 
The  chief  basis  for  this  estimate  is  a  deed  of  August  6,  1824,  by  which  her 
brother-in-law  Garland  Anderson  of  Rowan  County  “.  .  .  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  favors  done  by  Rebecca  Frost  of  the  County  of  Surry 
and  State  aforesaid,  and  for  divers  other  good  causes  and  considerations  me 
hereinto  moving  have  given  and  granted  and  these  presents  do  give  and 
grant  unto  the  said  Rebecca  Frost  one  Negro  girl  by  the  name  of  Esther” 
( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  28,  p.  571).  On  that  same  day,  which  was 
three  days  after  Captain  John  Frost  had  first  mortgaged  his  land  and  most 
of  his  personal  property  in  Rowan  County,  Garland  Anderson  is  recorded 
as  having  paid  him  $300  for  the  Negro  girl  Esther  ( Deed  Book  28,  p.  266). 
The  purpose  of  the  two  transactions  may  have  been  to  keep  a  favorite  slave 
girl  in  the  family  free  from  attachment  in  payment  of  Captain  John  Frost’s 
debts.  It  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  Rebecca  Frost  was  at  least  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  when  the  slave  girl  was  deeded  to  her.  Since  her  brother 
Boone  Frost  was  born  November  3,  1803,  it  is  assumed  that  Rebecca  was 
born  in  1 802  or  earlier.  Being  a  namesake,  she  was  the  only  Frost  child 
mentioned  in  her  grandmother  Rebecca  Boone’s  will  as  follows:  “I  give 
and  bequeath  to  my  beloved  granddaughter  Rebecca  Frost  one  hundred 
dollars  to  be  hers  forever”  ( Rowan  County  Will  Book  H,  p.  169). 
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Although  Rebecca’s  father  had  purchased  land  in  Surry  County  as 
early  as  March  15,  1820  ( Surry  County  Deed  Book  Q,  p.  228),  and  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  lived  there  for  a  short  time  at  least,  he  was  not  living  there  at 
the  time  the  slave  girl  Esther  was  deeded  to  Rebecca.  None  of  Rebecca’s 
married  sisters  or  brothers  seem  to  have  been  living  in  Surry  County  in 
August,  1824,  unless  it  was  Ebenezer  B.  Frost,  who  had  married  Nancy 
Wright  Clary  in  1822  and  left  for  Madison  County,  Alabama,  in  the  fall 
of  1824.  As  has  been  indicated  earlier,  Captain  John  Frost  appears  to  have 
maintained  two  households,  one  in  Rowan  County  and  one  in  Surry.  This 
he  may  have  considered  necessary  in  order  to  avoid  friction  between  his 
children  and  those  of  his  second  wife  by  her  first  husband. 

On  January  23,  1826,  a  Rowan  County  license  was  issued  for  the 
marriage  of  Rebecca  Frost  and  Alexander  Haden.  On  February  3,  1834, 
“Sandy”  (Alexander)  Haden  and  wife  Rebecca  were  accepted  into  the 
Baptist  Church  in  the  Jersey  Settlement  of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina, 
“by  experience.”  On  October  16,  1859,  Rebecca’s  brother-in-law  Na¬ 
than  C.  Hunt  in  a  letter  to  Isaac  Newton  Frost  said:  “.  .  .  my  brother 
Noah  Hunt  rote  [sic]  to  me  that  Enoch  Frost  lived  in  Arkansas  and 
Rebecca  Hayden  in  Louisiana.  .  .  .” 

6.  Daniel  Boone  Frost  was  born  November  3,  1803,  and  died  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1866,  according  to  a  Bible  record  in  the  possession  of  a  descendant 
on  the  West  Coast  and  according  to  his  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Bilyeu 
(pronounced  blue )  Cemetery,  near  Scio,  Linn  County,  Oregon.  On  Feb¬ 
ruary  8,  1823,  he  married  1)  Nancy  McClamroch,  a  daughter  of  George 
McClamroch.  According  to  the  same  Bible  record  and  an  inscription  from 
the  same  cemetery,  she  was  bom  August  6,  1803,  and  died  January  12, 
1 840.  According  to  a  family  record  in  North  Carolina,  however,  her  birth 
date  was  August  4,  1805.  Although  she  is  reported  by  descendants  on  the 
West  Coast  as  having  been  buried  in  the  Joppa  Cemetery,  near  Mocksville, 
North  Carolina,  descendants  in  North  Carolina  think  she  was  buried  in  the 
Old  Frost  Burying  Ground,  near  Cana,  where  there  is  a  monument  without 
dates  to  “Nancy  Frost.” 

It  is  doubtful  that  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost  gave  their 
son  the  full  name  of  Daniel  Boone  Frost,  for  all  records  of  him  found  in 
North  Carolina  are  in  the  name  of  Boone  (or  Boon)  Frost.  In  Davie 
County,  North  Carolina,  Daniel  Boone  was  just  another  Boone,  a  first 
cousin  to  Boone  Frost’s  maternal  grandfather,  John  Boone;  but  farther 
westward  the  name  Daniel  Boone  held  greater  prestige.  Boone  Frost  was 
not  alone  among  Rebecca  Boone  Frost’s  children  to  capitalize  on  his 
maternal  ancestry  when  he  settled  in  western  areas.  Although  the  census 
taker  for  Livingston  County,  Missouri,  in  1850  listed  him  simply  as  Boone 
Frost  and  a  son  as  Daniel  B.  Frost  without  the  use  of  “Sr.”  or  “Jr.”  with 
their  names,  his  land  records  in  Missouri  and  his  tombstone  inscription  in 
Oregon  indicate  that  he  wished  to  be  known  as  Daniel  Boone  Frost.  Docu¬ 
mentation  for  the  father-son  relationship  between  Captain  John  Frost  and 
Boone  Frost  is  found  in  the  former’s  lawsuit  against  Francis  Neely  ( Rowan 
County .  North  Carolina,  Equity  Court  Minutes  1820-1834,  pp.  125-131 ). 

On  September  17,  1840,  Boone  Frost  married  2)  Margaret  Gaither 
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whose  relationship,  if  any,  to  the  Elizabeth  who  married  Ebenezer  B.  Frost 
has  not  been  determined.  Within  a  few  years  after  his  second  marriage, 
Boone  Frost  left  his  home  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  and  took 
with  him  all  of  his  children  except  his  two  oldest  daughters,  Lucinda  R. 
and  Letitia  Manetta.  The  exact  date  of  Boone  Frost’s  departure  from  North 
Carolina  has  not  been  established;  but  it  is  assumed  to  have  been  soon  after 
June  23,  1844,  when  his  wife  Margaret  Gaither  Frost  received  a  dismissal 
certificate  from  the  Mocksville  Presbyterian  Church  from  which  Boone 
Frost  himself  had  withdrawn  on  April  21,  1843,  according  to  the  Minutes 
of  that  church,  after  a  church  committee  had  been  unable  to  effect  a 
reconciliation  between  him  and  his  half-uncle  Samuel  Frost,  who  later 
became  a  ruling  elder.  According  to  records  in  Livingston  County,  Missouri, 
where  they  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  the  Frosts  had  lived  earlier  in  Pike 
County,  Illinois,  more  than  a  hundred  miles  to  the  east,  where  they  were 
living  on  April  1,  1845,  when  “Daniel  B.  Frost  of  Pike  County,  Illinois,” 
purchased  from  Henson  and  Eli  Hobbs  of  the  same  county  and  state  two 
separate  tracts  of  land  totaling  174  acres  in  Livingston  County,  Missouri. 
Both  deeds  were  filed  for  record  in  Livingston  County  on  March  20,  1 846, 
by  which  time  Daniel  Boone  Frost  is  assumed  to  have  taken  up  residence 
on  his  land  in  that  county. 

On  September  25,  1859,  Nathan  C.  Hunt  wrote  in  a  letter  from  Jack- 
son  County,  Missouri,  that  his  brother-in-law  Boone  Frost  lived  seventy-five 
miles  away,  in  Livingston  County,  Missouri.  Also  in  1859  Daniel  Boone 
Frost’s  daughter  Sarah  Amanda  is  reported  reliably  to  have  returned  from 
Missouri  for  a  visit  with  her  sister  Lucinda  Frost  Hough  in  North  Carolina. 
The  tradition  among  descendants  in  Oregon  and  California  persists,  never¬ 
theless,  that  Daniel  Boone  Frost  and  a  part  of  his  family  were  in  a  wagon 
train  which  moved  along  the  Oregon  Trail  in  1852.  This  tradition  is  in¬ 
directly  and  partially  verified  by  the  following  notation  concerning  Daniel 
Boone  Frost’s  son  George  T.  Frost  taken  from  Genealogical  Material  in 
Oregon  Donation  Claims  Vol.  II  by  a  librarian  in  the  Oregon  State  Li¬ 
brary:  “#3633  FROST,  George  T.,  Linn  Co.;  b.  1828,  N.  C.;  arrived 
in  Oregon  1  Oct.  1852;  settled  claim  1  May  1854.”  Possible  explanation  of 
the  apparent  inconsistencies  in  the  above  reports  is  that  some  of  Daniel 
Boone  Frost’s  children  remained  on  his  farm  in  Livingston  County,  Mis¬ 
souri,  after  1  852,  and  that  Nathan  C.  Hunt  had  not  learned  in  the  seven 
years  that  Daniel  Boone  Frost  himself  had  migrated  with  some  of  his  chil¬ 
dren  to  Oregon. 

On  a  date  which  has  not  been  made  available  to  the  writer,  but  pre¬ 
sumably  in  1906,  The  News,  a  newspaper  of  Scio,  Linn  County,  Oregon,  is 
reported  to  have  carried  a  story  to  the  effect  that  George  T.  Frost  had 
crossed  the  plains  fifty-five  years  earlier  with  his  father,  Daniel  Boone 
Frost,  and  that  the  two  had  preceded  the  family  by  one  year  and  had  built 
a  cabin  before  the  father  returned  for  the  others.  There  is  the  family  tradi¬ 
tion  that  Daniel  Boone  Frost  made  the  journey  back  to  Missouri  alone  on 
horseback,  while  George  T.  Frost  awaited  his  return  with  the  family. 

The  writer  has  not  had  access  to  public  or  family  records  which  give 
any  indication  of  when  Margaret  Gaither  Frost,  Daniel  Boone  Frost’s 
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second  wife,  died;  but  she  was  living  in  1850,  when  the  Census  Report 
showed  that  she  was  the  mother  of  three  children.  The  date  and  place  of 
Daniel  Boone  Frost’s  third  marriage  are  not  known,  nor  is  the  name  of 
his  third  wife  certain.  She  is  thought  to  have  been  a  Mrs.  Lynch  and  is 
reported  to  have  had  a  daughter,  Mary  Margaret  Frost,  known  as  Marg, 
about  whom  little  has  been  reported.  This  third  marriage  is  reported  not  to 
have  been  harmonious  with  the  consequence  that  Daniel  Boone  Frost  spent 
his  last  days  in  the  home  of  his  son  George  T.  Frost,  while  his  third  wife 
and  their  daughter  Marg  lived  in  California. 

Daniel  Boone  Frost  appears  to  have  been  the  father  of  eleven  children 
— seven  by  his  first  wife,  three  by  his  second,  and  one  by  his  third.  From 
public  records  and  from  family  sources  which  appear  to  be  reliable,  brief 
sketches  on  each  of  these  eleven  follow. 

Lucinda  R.  Frost  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  Decem¬ 
ber  26,  1823.  When  her  father  moved  to  Missouri  about  1844,  she  re¬ 
mained  in  North  Carolina  in  the  home  of  her  younger,  married  sister, 
Letitia  Manetta  Frost  Woodward.  Later  she  married  Perry  Hough  of 
Hamptonville,  North  Carolina.  They  made  their  home  in  Jonesville,  North 
Carolina. 

Letitia  Manetta  Frost  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina, 
July  12,  1826,  and  became  the  first  wife  of  John  Wickliffe  Woodward  of 
Statesville,  North  Carolina,  before  her  father  moved  to  Missouri.  She  is 
reported  to  have  died  June  20,  1854.  From  this  marriage  came  four  chil¬ 
dren,  including  Felicia  Swann  Woodward  who  married  Sidney  M.  Asbury 
and  who  recorded  a  number  of  important  dates  and  interesting  incidents 
concerning  her  ancestry.  Her  daughter  Vera  M.  Asbury,  of  Mt.  Gillead, 
North  Carolina,  has  made  these  and  other  items  of  valuable  information 
available  to  the  writer. 

George  Templeton  Frost ,  Daniel  Boone  Frost’s  third  child,  was  born  in 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  May  22,  1828,  and  married  Laura  A. 
Snodderly,  of  Livingston  County,  Missouri,  March  10,  1859,  according  to 
information  compiled  by  his  youngest  son,  George  Marquis  Frost,  de¬ 
ceased.  They  were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  the  progenitors  of  a  host  of 
descendants  in  Oregon  and  other  western  states. 

Icy  Ann  Frost ,  apparently  named  for  her  aunt  who  married  William 
McBride,  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  February  21,  1831, 
and  married  Perry  Dowdy  in  Livingston  County,  Missouri.  They  are  re¬ 
ported  to  have  gone  west  in  1854  and  to  have  settled  in  the  Gilroy  Valley 
of  California.  Their  daughter  Nancy  Ellen  Dowdy  married  on  October  21, 
1877,  her  first  cousin  Alfred  Boone  Martin,  son  of  David  and  Hannah 
Martin.  Nellie  Dowdy,  of  Campbell,  California,  daughter  of  Perry  and 
Icy  Ann  Frost  Dowdy’s  son  William  Perry  Dowdy,  assisted  in  the  compila¬ 
tion  of  information  on  this  family. 

Christiana  Samantha  Jane  Frost  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  Octo¬ 
ber  6,  1833,  and  married  Joseph  A.  Kirk,  in  Livingston  County,  Missouri, 
June  22,  1851.  Their  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Zetta  Griffiths  Holmes,  stated  in 
1960  that  they  left  Chillicothe,  Missouri,  for  California  in  1852  in  the  same 
wagon  train  in  which  Daniel  Boone  Frost  migrated  to  Oregon. 
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John  Marion  Frost  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina, 
December  8,  1835.  He  may  have  remained  for  a  while  in  Missouri  after  his 
father  left  for  Oregon.  He  did  not  marry  but  engaged  in  mine  prospecting 
until  old  age  and  broken  health  brought  this  activity  to  an  end.  He  was 
killed  in  a  train  wreck  on  the  way  to  Scio,  Oregon,  to  live  with  his  brother 
George  T.  Frost  who  had  his  body  brought  on  to  Scio  and  buried  beside  his 

father. 

Sarah  Amanda  Frost  was  born  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina, 
September  28,  1838,  Daniel  Boone  Frost’s  last  child  by  his  first  wife, 
his  first  to  be  born  after  the  formation  of  Davie  County  in  1836  from  a  part 
of  Rowan.  She  accompanied  her  father  to  Missouri  but  not  to  Oregon.  She 
is  reported  to  have  returned  to  North  Carolina  with  a  Mr.  Woodruff  to  visit 
her  sister  Lucinda,  who  had  married  Perry  Hough.  Shortly  after  her  arrival 
she  is  reported  to  have  seen  a  good  looking  man  at  a  party  and  to  have 
remarked  to  a  friend  that  he  was  the  man  she  was  going  to  marry.  Informed 
that  he  was  her  brother-in-law,  Sarah  Amanda  Frost  is  quoted  as  having 
replied:  “I  don’t  care.  I  am  going  to  marry  him.”  The  good  looking  man 
was  John  Wickliffe  Woodward,  father  of  four  children,  widower  of  Sarah 
Amanda  Frost’s  deceased  sister  Letitia  Manetta  Frost  Woodward.  Ap¬ 
parently  the  attraction  was  mutual,  for  on  October  9,  1859,  Sarah  Amanda 
Frost  became  John  Wickliffe  Woodward’s  second  wife.  Icy  Delphia  Wood¬ 
ward  Moore,  youngest  daughter  of  this  marriage,  is  quoted  as  having  said: 
“My  father  always  said  that  he  [first]  saw  his  two  wives  at  the  same  time; 
for  when  he  went  to  call  at  the  Frost  home,  Letitia  Manetta  came  to  the 
door  with  Sarah  Amanda  in  her  arms.”  Another  of  the  eight  children  in 
this  family  was  George  E.  Woodward,  who  married  Arthur  Cheshire’s 
daughter  Delphia  Elizabeth  and  became  the  father  of  eight  children  in¬ 
cluding  Louis  Harry  Woodward  whose  wife  Mary  Virginia  Dunn  Wood¬ 
ward  has  been  one  of  the  leading  contributors  of  verified  information  on 
the  Frost  family.  Their  only  child,  Ann  Allan  Woodward,  married  Law¬ 
rence  Warren  I’Anson,  Jr.,  and  on  January  24,  1962,  became  the  mother 
of  Elizabeth  Cheshire  I’Anson. 

After  John  Wickliffe  Woodward’s  death,  Sarah  Amanda  Frost  Wood¬ 
ward  married  2)  a  Mr.  Brookshire  from  Missouri  and  returned  to  that  state 
with  him  and  her  three  youngest  children;  but  because  of  difficulties  over 
the  children,  she  returned  to  Statesville,  North  Carolina,  where  she  died 
and  was  buried  in  Oakwood  Cemetery.  Mr.  Brookshire  had  been  married 
previously  to  one  of  Sarah  Amanda’s  childhood  friends. 

Daniel  Boone  Frost’s  next  three  children  were  born  to  his  second  wife, 
Margaret  Gaither  Frost.  Information  of  them  is  limited  almost  entirely  to 
the  1850  Census  Report  for  Livingston  County,  Missouri,  which  lists  them 
as  follows:  Walter  E.  Frost,  age  8,  born  in  Missouri;  Daniel  B.  Frost  (Jr.), 
age  4,  born  in  Missouri;  and  Hannah  Frost,  age  3,  born  in  Missouri.  An 
error  for  Walter  E.  Frost  is  apparent;  for  if  he  was  eight  years  of  age  in 
1 850,  he  would  have  been  born  in  North  Carolina,  where  his  parents  were 
living  in  1842. 

Mary  Margaret  Frost,  known  as  Marg,  was  born  to  the  marriage  of 
Daniel  Boone  Frost  to  his  third  wife,  a  Mrs.  Lynch  before  this  marriage. 
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After  the  separation  of  her  parents,  Marg  lived  with  her  mother  in  Cali¬ 
fornia,  according  to  family  reports. 

7.  Icy  Ann  Frost  was  named  as  one  of  Captain  John  Frost’s  daughters 
in  a  deed  by  Francis  Neely  dated  November  22,  1826  ( Rowan  County 
Deed  Book  29,  p.  401).  She  was  given  a  piece  of  furniture  which  Francis 
Neely  had  bought  at  the  public  auction  of  her  father’s  real  and  personal 
property  on  September  27  of  the  previous  year.  Icy  Ann  Frost  is  thought 
to  have  been  the  female,  age  20-30,  in  her  father’s  household  as  listed  in 
the  1830  Census  Report  for  Surry  County.  On  May  18,  1830,  she  was 
licensed  to  marry  William  McBride  in  Surry  County.  No  further  informa¬ 
tion  on  her  or  any  of  her  descendants  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
writer. 

8.  Enoch  Boone  Frost,  according  to  his  tombstone  inscription  in  the 
Campground  Presbyterian  Church  Cemetery  in  Calhoun  County,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  the  son  of  John  and 
Rebecca  Frost,  on  October  15,  1806,  and  died  March  28,  1879.  On 
December  5,  1826,  according  to  Rowan  County  marriage  records,  he 
married  Susan  E.  Brown,  daughter  of  Warner  and  Mary  A.  S.  Brown.  It  is 
doubtful  if  Enoch  Frost’s  parents  gave  him  his  middle  name,  since  an  older 
brother  was  named  Boone  Frost.  It  is  more  likely  that  the  middle  name 
was  assumed  for  the  sake  of  identity  with  the  Boone  family  after  he  left 
North  Carolina,  first  for  Talladega  County,  Alabama,  next  to  Hinds 

'  County,  Mississippi,  and  finally  to  Calhoun  County,  Arkansas.  Enoch  and 
Susan  Brown  Frost  had  the  following  nine  children:  Maryan  Rebecca 
Frost,  who  married  George  H.  Prestige;  John  Warner  Frost,  who  married 
Mary  A.  Ricks;  William  A.  Frost,  who  married  Rebecca  J.  Jackson  and 
who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War;  Jane  E.  Frost,  who  married  William  B. 
Graves;  Elizabeth  Boone  Frost,  who  married  William  R.  Brown;  Edwin 
Ambrose  Frost,  who  was  killed  in  the  Civil  War;  James  Boone  Frost,  who 
married  E.  T.  Lynn;  Enoch  Wesley  Frost,  who  married  Elizabeth  Jane 
Paulk;  and  Joseph  S.  Frost,  who  married  Lura  Griffin. 

9.  John  Frost,  Jr.,  son  of  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost,  was 
licensed  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  September  2,  1832,  to  marry 
Rebecca  York,  daughter  of  Jonathan  York.  The  exact  dates  of  his  birth  and 
death  are  not  known  by  the  writer;  but  he  is  assumed  to  have  been  the 
male,  age  15-20,  listed  in  his  father’s  household  in  the  1830  Census  Report 
for  Surry  County.  This  would  place  the  year  of  his  birth  between  1810  and 
1815,  or  thereabouts.  The  time  of  his  departure  for  Missouri  is  likewise  not 
certain;  but  it  was  a  number  of  years  before  April  9,  1842,  when  John 
Frost  (Jr.)  and  wife  Rebecca  Frost  and  Samuel  S.  Howe  and  wife  Julia 
Ann  Howe,  all  of  Jackson  County,  Missouri,  sold  to  James  York  of  Surry 
County,  North  Carolina,  their  share  in  a  parcel  of  land  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Yadkin  River  which  was  a  part  of  the  estate  of  Jonathan  York, 
deceased  ( Surry  County  Deed  Book  2,  pp.  443-444). 

John  Frost,  Jr.,  probably  died  between  1847  and  1850,  since  the  1850 
Census  Report  for  Jackson  County,  Missouri,  lists  Rebecca  Frost  as  a 
widow  with  a  two-year-old  child.  Since  the  oldest  child,  John  H.  Frost,  was 
listed  as  age  17  and  born  in  North  Carolina  and  the  next  child,  Rebecca 
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Frost,  as  age  15  and  born  in  Missouri,  the  migration  of  John  and  Rebecca 
York  Frost  to  Missouri  probably  occurred  in  1834 — the  first  of  Captain 
John  Frost’s  children  to  that  state. 

In  his  letter  from  Jackson  County,  Missouri,  on  October  16,  1859,  to 
Isaac  Newton  Frost  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  Nathan  C.  Hunt, 
John  Frost,  Jr.’s,  brother-in-law,  reported  that  John  had  died,  that  his 
widow  had  remarried  but  had  separated  from  her  second  husband,  and  that 
she  had  returned  with  her  children  to  live  where  John  Frost,  Jr.,  had  died. 

John  Frost,  Jr.’s,  children,  as  listed  in  the  1850  Census  Report,  in 
addition  to  the  two  already  reported  were  Isa  C.,  13;  Melinda,  10;  Samina, 
9;  Jonathan,  7;  Jasper  H.,  5;  Susetta,  3;  and  Mark  T.,  2. 

10.  Hannah  Frost,  daughter  of  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone 
Frost,  is  calculated  from  her  tombstone  inscription  to  have  been  born  about 
1812.  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  was  the  place  of  her  birth.  She  died 
near  Sampsel  Station,  Livingston  County,  Missouri,  September  13,  1854, 
“age  42.”  On  an  unknown  date,  estimated  to  have  been  about  1829,  she 
married  David  Martin,  son  of  Obediah  and  Winnifred  Cook  Martin,  of 
Surry  County,  North  Carolina.  According  to  his  tombstone  inscription, 
David  Martin  died  June  14,  1863,  “age  67,”  near  Sampsel  Station,  Mis¬ 
souri.  Their  marriage,  according  to  family  tradition,  was  an  elopement  which 
so  infuriated  Captain  John  Frost  that  she  was  disinherited  and  never  saw 
her  father  again.  Verification  of  the  disinheritance  tradition  is  complicated 
by  the  fact  that  no  record  of  a  probated  will  or  other  settlement  of  Captain 
John  Frost’s  estate  has  been  found. 

Where  Hannah  Frost  and  David  Martin  were  married  and  where  they 
spent  the  early  days  of  their  marriage  are  not  known;  but  the  Census  Re¬ 
port  of  1850  indicates  by  the  native  states  of  their  children  that  they  lived 
in  both  Kentucky  and  Indiana  before  settling  in  Livingston  County,  Mis¬ 
souri,  about  1838.  About  eight  years  later  they  were  joined  by  Hannah’s 
brother  Boone  Frost. 

Family  records,  verified  in  part  by  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  indicate 
that  David  and  Hannah  Frost  Martin  had  twelve  children  whose  brief 
sketches  follow. 

Laura  Ann  Martin  married  Bill  Boucher  (pronounced  butcher )  in 
Indiana  before  1860. 

Obediah  Napoleon  Bonepart  Martin,  called  “Uncle  Bony,”  was  born 
in  Kentucky  about  1833  and  died  in  California. 

Elizabeth  Martin  was  born  in  Kentucky  about  1834  and  married 
Steve  Shores. 

Rebecca  Ellen  Martin  was  born  in  Indiana  about  1836  and  married  a 
Mr.  Terrell  who  was  older  than  she  and  had  children  by  a  prior  marriage. 
Grief  over  the  loss  of  her  own  baby  girl  and  abusive  step-children  caused 
a  mental  collapse.  She  died  in  a  mental  hospital. 

Mary  Jane  Winifred  Martin  was  born  in  Missouri,  September  25, 
1838 — the  first  of  David  and  Hannah  Frost  Martin’s  children  to  be  born  in 
that  state.  On  December  21,  1856,  she  married  Jesse  S.  McClure,  who  was 
born  in  Virginia,  April  22,  1836.  They  died  in  Texas,  where  they  reared  a 
family  of  twelve  children;  she  in  Hill  County,  September  23,  1902;  he  in 
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Armstrong  County,  December  27,  1909.  Among  the  twelve  children  was 
Josephine  McClure  (October  24,  1859 — January  17,  1957)  who  married 
James  Ephraim  Pennington  (February  24,  1853 — November  21,  1918)  on 
September  15,  1881,  and  became  the  mother  of  four  children,  including 
Jessie  and  Jo  Della  Pennington  who  have  provided  most  of  the  information 
concerning  David  and  Hannah  Frost  Martin  and  their  descendants.  Jessie 
Pennington,  deceased  in  1960,  married  Lon  Lewis  Hutchison  and  became 
the  mother  of  Gregory  and  Genevieve  Hutchison.  Jo  Della  Pennington 
married  William  Carleton  Alband.  In  1962  they  were  living  in  Tampa, 
Florida.  They  have  no  children.  Jo  Della  Pennington  Alband  has  studied 
the  Frost  family  for  many  years  and  has  provided  much  of  the  information 
which  has  gone  into  these  sketches. 

James  Decatur  Martin,  was  born  in  Missouri,  February  8,  1841.  He 
married  1)  Nancy  Casstephone  and  2)  Ellie  Sea,  and  reared  a  large  family 
in  Hill  County,  Texas. 

Sarah  A.  Martin  was  born  in  Missouri  about  1842  and  married  James 
Minnick  and  lived  in  Livingston  County,  Missouri. 

Joseph  Abner  and  Abner  Harvey  Martin,  twins,  were  born  about 
1848.  The  latter  married  Molly  Thomas,  and  the  other  a  girl  whose  name 
is  not  known  by  the  writer.  Joseph  Abner  Martin  practiced  law  in  Hillsboro, 
Texas. 

Andrew  Jackson  Martin  was  born  in  Missouri,  January  8,  1851,  and 
married  Nancy  Chapman  about  1890.  He  was  a  practicing  attorney  in 
Fort  Worth,  Texas,  as  late  as  1905. 

Alfred  Boone  {Bud)  Martin  was  born  in  Missouri,  September  2, 
1853,  and  died  in  California,  October  31,  1931,  according  to  his  son 
Jasper  F.  Martin.  On  October  21,  1877,  in  Gilroy,  California,  he  married 
his  third  cousin  Nancy  Ellen  Dowdy,  daughter  of  Judge  Perry  and  Icy  Ann 
Frost  Dowdy  and  granddaughter  of  Daniel  Boone  Frost.  She  was  born  in 
Missouri,  July  31,  1850,  and  died  in  California,  April  9,  1922. 

11.  Benjamin  Frost,  named  in  Francis  Neely’s  deed  of  November  22, 
1826,  as  a  son  of  John  Frost  {Rowan  County  Deed  Book  29,  p.  401),  no 
doubt  was  one  of  the  two  males,  age  10-15,  listed  in  his  father’s  household 
in  the  1830  Census  Report  of  Surry  County.  This  means  that  he  probably 
was  born  between  1815  and  1820.  Since  Benjamin  is  a  name  frequently 
used  in  the  Boone  family,  it  is  a  good  assumption  that  his  mother  was 
Captain  John  Frost’s  first  wife,  Rebecca  Boone  Frost.  This  would  place  his 
birth,  possibly  the  cause  of  her  death  and  the  early  remarriage  of  Captain 
John  Frost,  before  her  death  in  1816.  From  Jackson  County,  Missouri, 
October  16,  1859,  Benjamin  Frost’s  brother-in-law  Nathan  C.  Hunt  wrote 
in  a  letter  to  Isaac  Newton  Frost,  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  that 
Benjamin  Frost  was  dead.  The  letter  contained  no  further  information 
about  Benjamin  Frost  and  did  not  mention  any  heirs;  so  he  may  have  never 
married.  In  1962  this  old  letter  was  in  the  possession  of  one  of  Isaac 
Newton’s  granddaughters,  Mrs.  Minnie  Frost  Rands,  of  Lake  Wales, 
Florida,  who  permitted  the  writer  to  have  access  to  it. 

12.  Chaffin  Frost  was  the  son  of  Captain  John  Frost’s  second  wife, 
Elizabeth  Chaffin  Frost,  formerly  wife  of  Enoch  Hunt.  He  is  assumed  to 
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have  been  the  other  male,  age  10-15,  in  his  father’s  household  in  1830.  The 
1850  Census  Report  for  Sumpter  County,  Alabama,  and  the  1860  Report 
for  Leon  County,  Texas,  place  his  birth  in  1818 — about  a  year  after  the 
marriage  of  his  parents.  Chaffin  Frost,  like  a  number  of  his  half-brothers 
and  half-sisters,  was  named  as  a  child  of  John  Frost  in  the  Francis  Neely 
deed  of  1826  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  29,  p.  401).  He  was  next  placed 
on  public  record,  so  far  as  the  writer  has  been  able  to  determine,  on 
November  14,  1841,  when  he  was  licensed  to  marry  Angeline  Dodson, 
daughter  of  Elisha  and  Elizabeth  Dodson,  in  Sumpter  County,  Alabama 
( Marriage  Book  1,  p.  195). 

The  1850  Census  Report  of  Sumpter  County,  Alabama,  lists  Chaffin 
Frost  as  age  32,  a  wagon  maker  from  North  Carolina.  No  children  were 
listed;  but  living  with  him  and  his  wife  Angeline,  also  age  32,  were  her 
mother  and  sister,  Elizabeth  and  Juliet  T.  Dodson.  By  1860  Chaffin  Frost 
had  moved  to  Leon  County,  Texas.  On  July  23  of  that  year  he  gave  power 
of  attorney  from  that  county  to  Haman  Critz  of  Davie  County,  North 
Carolina,  in  the  settlement  of  the  “estate  of  my  aunt  Amy  Frost”  ( Davie 
County,  North  Carolina,  Deed  Book  4,  p.  372).  Haman  Critz  had  married 
Elizabeth  Frost,  daughter  of  Chaffin  Frost’s  half-uncle  James  Frost  in  1834. 
Amy  Frost,  of  course,  was  also  Chaffin  Frost’s  half-aunt.  Chaffin  Frost  was 
listed  in  the  1860  Census  Report  for  Dwelling  No.  183,  Page  26,  Center¬ 
ville  Post  Office,  Leon  County,  Texas,  as  a  forty-two-year-old  mechanic 
from  North  Carolina.  His  wife  Angeline  was  with  him;  but  they  had  no 
children.  In  the  same  household  was  the  family  of  Noah  E.  Hunt,  Chaffin’s 
half-brother.  Chaffin  Frost’s  military  record  in  the  National  Archives  places 
him  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  from  February  21,  1862,  until 
January  26,  1863,  in  Captain  J.  N.  Black’s  Company,  Burnett’s  (13) 
Regiment  Texas  Cavalry. 

Ebenezer  B.  Frost  (ca.  1795-1836 ) 

Ebenezer  B.  Frost,  son  of  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost,  is 
a  significant  link  between  the  past  and  present  of  the  Frost  family,  of  Flat 
Creek,  Tennessee.  He  was  the  earliest  generation  of  the  Frost  family  to 
live  in  that  community,  where  a  firm  tradition  about  him  has  been  estab¬ 
lished.  In  1962  there  was  no  person  living  who  had  known  him;  but  there 
were  many  who  had  talked  with  others  who  had  remembered  him. 

Actual  documentation  for  the  relationship  between  Ebenezer  B.  Frost 
and  his  parents,  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost,  has  not  been 
located;  but  family  association  and  tradition  leave  little  room  for  disputing 
it.  John  Frost  certainly  married  Rebecca  Boone  and  is  the  only  Frost  of  his 
generation  who  is  known  to  have  married  a  Boone.  The  Boone-Frost  rela¬ 
tionship  was  accepted  too  well  among  the  early  settlers  of  the  Flat  Creek 
Community  for  anyone  to  doubt  that  Ebenezer  B.  Frost’s  mother  was  a 
Boone. 

One  of  the  writer’s  treasured  memories  is  that  he  became  acquainted 
with  one  of  Ebenezer  B.  Frost’s  sons.  This  was  in  1913  when  Thomas 
Wright  Frost,  at  the  age  of  ninety,  visited  relatives  in  Flat  Creek  and  took 
dinner  in  the  home  of  the  writer’s  parents.  At  the  age  of  seven  he  did  not 
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have  the  foresight  to  ask  his  great-great  uncle  from  Washington  County, 
Arkansas,  the  many  questions  he  later  would  have  liked  to  ask. 

Ebenezer  B.  Frost’s  exact  birth  date  is  not  known;  but  each  of  the 
years  1794,  1795,  and  1796  has  been  reported  or  estimated  as  the  year  of 
his  birth,  and  no  record  has  been  found  to  dispute  the  reasonableness  of  any 
of  these  three  years.  It  is  assumed  that  he  was  born  in  what  is  now  Davie 
County,  North  Carolina,  within  the  vicinity  of  the  Village  of  Cana,  since 
both  his  father  and  his  mother  were  born  and  reared  in  that  area  and  since 
his  mother  is  buried  in  the  Old  Frost  Burying  Ground  near  Cana. 

The  records  of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  of  which  the  present 
Davie  County  was  then  a  part,  show  that  on  June  11,  1816,  Ebenezer  Frost 
was  licensed  to  marry  Elizabeth  Gaither.  His  half-uncle  James  Frost  signed 
the  marriage  bond.  Elizabeth  Gaither  was  the  daughter  of  Nicholas  W.  and 
Tabitha  Bailey  Gaither,  who  were  married  September  18,  1792,  and  the 
granddaughter  of  Basil  Gaither  who  served  as  a  captain  in  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  War.  Elizabeth  Gaither  Frost  is  reported  to  have  died  at  the  birth 
or  during  the  early  infancy  of  a  son,  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost,  who  according 
to  Bible  record,  was  born  March  4,  1817 — the  day  James  Monroe  became 
President  of  the  United  States. 

After  remaining  a  widower  for  five  years,  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  on 
April  21,  1822,  married  Nancy  Wright  Clary,  the  young  widow  of  William 
Clary  who,  according  to  Bible  record,  had  died  on  April  25,  1819.  This 
marriage  is  recorded  among  other  Surry  County  marriage  records  in  the 
North  Carolina  Archives  at  Raleigh.  Nancy  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  Clanton  Wright.  The  1830  Census  Report  for  Madison  County, 
Alabama,  indicates,  and  the  family  Bible  records  confirm  that  Nancy  was 
the  mother  of  two  daughters  at  the  time  of  her  second  marriage.  They  were 
Maryann  and  Fucy  Caroline  Clary  about  whom  more  is  reported  in  the 
Nancy  Wright  section  of  Chapter  IV.  Soon  after  his  second  marriage, 
Ebenezer  is  thought  to  have  taken  back  into  his  home  his  son  Nimrod 
Bailey  Frost  whose  aunt  Margaret  Gaither  McNeely,  wife  of  Thomas 
McNeely,  had  cared  for  him  since  his  mother’s  death. 

The  exact  location  of  Ebenezer  and  Nancy  Wright  Frost’s  first  home 
has  not  been  determined  by  the  writer;  but  it  is  assumed  to  have  been  on  or 
near  the  Wright  homestead  in  that  part  of  Surry  County  which  later  became 
Yadkin  or  on  land  which  Ebenezer’s  father,  Captain  John  Frost,  owned  in 
Surry  County.  It  was  in  this  area  that  the  first  son  to  this  marriage,  Thomas 
Wright  Frost,  was  born  February  13,  1823.  As  indicated  earlier,  this  great- 
great  uncle  was  the  flesh  and  blood  link  between  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina,  and  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  so  far  as  the  writer’s  personal 
experience  is  concerned.  In  1958,  when  the  writer  began  his  intense  study 
of  family  history,  he  did  not  at  first  associate  the  baby  boy  of  1823  with 
the  ninety-year-old  Uncle  Wright  Frost  who  had  visited  in  his  parents’ 
home  in  1913.  Neither  did  James  B.  Childs’  reference  to  the  marriage  of 
Tom  Frost  and  Polly  Boone  have  any  particular  significance  to  him  until  it 
was  discovered  that  all  three  Frosts  were  the  same. 

In  the  fall  of  1824,  with  their  baby  boy  Thomas  Wright  Frost  and  his 
seven-year-old  half-brother  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost  and  his  half-sisters 
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Maryann  and  Lucy  Caroline  Clary,  ages  eight  and  six,  respectively,  Nancy 
and  Ebenezer  Frost  left  their  home  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  to 
settle  on  a  section  of  land  one  mile  east  of  New  Market,  in  Madison  County, 
Alabama.  Anticipated  before  and  during  their  migration  to  Alabama  was 
the  birth  on  April  7,  1825,  of  the  writer’s  great-grandfather  John  Ebene¬ 
zer  Frost. 

The  settling  of  the  Frost  family  in  New  Market,  Alabama,  set  the 
stage  for  another  story  about  Thomas  Wright  Frost  which  is  of  interest  to 
the  writer’s  immediate  family.  During  the  Christmas  holidays  of  1937 — 
1 1 3  years  after  the  Frosts  settled  in  New  Market — the  writer  first  met  in 
Fluntsville,  Alabama,  E.  R.  Walker,  father  of  Marihall  Walker,  his  future 
wife. 

“Wright  Frost,”  Mr.  Walker  repeated.  “I  remember  an  old  gentleman 
by  that  name  who  visited  my  parents’  home  in  New  Market  when  I  was 
about  six  years  old.  We  called  him  Cousin  Wright  Frost.” 

Some  effort  was  made  to  identify  this  Wright  Frost;  but  as  the  writer 
at  that  time  was  much  more  interested  in  becoming  Mr.  Walker’s  son-in-law 
than  in  establishing  a  distant  blood  relationship  with  him,  the  subject  was 
dropped  and  almost  forgotten.  Twenty  years  later,  however,  after  taking  up 
the  study  of  family  history,  the  writer  recalled  the  incident;  and  it  occurred 
to  him  that  perhaps  his  father-in-law’s  cousin  Wright  Frost  was  identical 
with  his  own  uncle  Wright  Frost.  He  learned  from  his  father  that  Uncle 
Wright  Frost  had  come  back  from  Arkansas  for  a  visit  during  the  early 
1890’s  as  well  as  in  1913.  Was  it  not  reasonable  that  while  visiting  his 
relatives  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  the  gentleman  from  Arkansas 
would  also  visit  in  New  Market,  Alabama,  the  home  of  his  early  childhood? 
Although  it  was  taken  into  consideration  that  the  title  of  cousin  might  have 
been  one  to  indicate  close  friendship,  there  was  a  strong  suspicion  that  there 
was  an  actual  blood  relationship.  The  writer’s  daughter  Marilyn — then 
seventeen — was  jokingly  informed  that  it  appeared  that  her  mother  and 
father  would  have  to  have  their  marriage  annulled!  Months  later,  after 
considerable  research  had  been  done  among  the  Wright,  Petty,  and 
Spragins  families,  it  was  found  that  the  suspected  relationship  was  real. 
This  relationship,  though  very  distant,  is  explained  in  the  John  Wright  III 
section  of  Chapter  IV. 

The  Frost  family  may  have  traveled  alone  from  North  Carolina  to 
Alabama;  but  it  is  more  likely  that  a  number  of  families  traveled  together. 
At  any  rate,  the  Frosts  were  among  relatives  in  their  new  location.  Since 
Nancy’s  brother  William  W.  Wright  and  his  wife  Sarah  Martin  Wright,  also 
Nancy’s  cousin,  were  in  Madison  County  by  1827,  they  probably  were  in 
this  migration.  Nancy’s  uncles  Williams  and  Daniel  Wright  and  her  aunt 
Lucretia  (Lucy)  Wright  Pettey  had  moved  from  Surry  and  Wilkes 
Counties,  North  Carolina,  to  Madison  County,  Alabama,  a  few  years 
earlier.  In  adjoining  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  Ebenezer  had  close 
relatives,  both  Frosts  and  Boones. 

It  is  doubtful  that  Nancy  ever  returned  to  her  native  Surry  County; 
but  Ebenezer  made  a  business  trip  back  to  North  Carolina  less  than  two 
years  after  they  settled  in  Alabama.  Records  in  Rowan  County,  North 
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Carolina,  show  that  on  March  2,  1826,  the  Negroes  of  Nicholas  Gaither’s 
estate  were  divided  among  the  legatees,  Lot  Number  4  going  to  his  grand¬ 
son  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost,  and  that  on  August  30,  1826,  Ebenezer  Frost, 
of  Madison  County,  Alabama,  sold  a  Negro  named  Betty  to  Thomas  D. 
Gibbs  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  30,  p.  65).  Records  in  Madison  County, 
Alabama,  show  that  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  had  been  made  guardian  for  his 
son  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost  and  that  Ebenezer  charged  his  ward  for  the 
expense  of  a  trip  to  North  Carolina  and  back  ( Orphans  Court  Minute 
Book  4,  p.  67).  The  document  by  which  Ebenezer  was  declared  guardian 
of  Nimrod  is  the  only  record  which  contains  the  middle  initial  “B”  in  his 
name.  There  is  the  possibility  that  the  initial  was  entered  through  error  but 
also  that  it  stood  for  Boone,  his  mother’s  family  name.  The  writer  has  used 
this  middle  initial  frequently  in  order  to  distinguish  him  from  his  grand¬ 
father,  his  uncle,  and  others  with  his  first  name. 

On  January  28,  1833,  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  sold  to  Thomas  Clay 

.  2  Negro  children,  dark  complection,  Viney  going  on  four  years  old 
and  Creacy  five  months  old  for  life  which  I  warrant  to  be  sound  and 
healthy  both  in  body  and  mind  .  .  ( Madison  County  Deed  Book  O, 
p.  292).  One  wonders  why  he  sold  such  young  children.  Probably  they 
were  orphaned,  and  Thomas  Clay  owned  a  grandmother  or  aunt  to  raise 
them.  The  better  slave  owners  did  such  things  to  keep  families  together. 
While  no  mention  is  made  to  Creacy  in  the  family  Bible,  Viney’s  birth  is 
recorded  as  September,  1829,  thereby  verifying  her  age  at  the  time  of  the 
sale. 

The  sale  of  the  little  Negro  girls  may  have  been  prompted  also  by 
Ebenezer’s  plans  to  move  to  a  new  location.  The  actual  change  of  residence 
appears  to  have  occurred  in  1834;  but  all  recorded  real  estate  transactions 
relative  thereto  seem  to  have  taken  place  early  in  1835.  A  search  in  the 
records  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  fail  to  reveal  the  date  of  his 
purchase  of  land  in  that  county;  but  there  is  record  of  his  sale  on  Febru¬ 
ary  17,  1835,  of  a  tract  of  land  on  the  waters  of  Big  Flat  Creek  to  his  first 
cousin  William  Boone  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  EE,  p.  349).  Two  days 
later,  on  February  19,  1835,  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  secured  a  loan  of  $1400  by 
a  trust  deed  to  John  Wright,  Jr.,  and  Thomas  W.  McCrary  due  June  1, 
1845  {Ibid,  p.  237).  On  that  same  day  Ebenezer  Frost  and  wife  Nancy 
sold  their  property  in  New  Market,  Alabama,  to  Thomas  McCrary  {Madi¬ 
son  County  Deed  Book  P,  p.  457).  Witnessing  Ebenezer’s  and  Nancy’s 
signatures  to  this  deed  was  Demarquis  D.  Hix,  who  eleven  years  later  be¬ 
came  the  father-in-law  of  their  son  John  Ebenezer  Frost.  The  writer  has  in 
his  possession  a  receipt  for  $3,000  in  notes  which  Ebenezer  Frost  received 
from  Thomas  McCrary  “.  .  .  by  the  hand  of  John  Wright  ...  in  full  for 
all  my  land  lying  one  mile  East  of  New  Market,  Madison  County,  Alabama 
State,  containing  three  hundred  acres.  .  .  .”  The  receipt  was  signed  by 
“E.  Frost”  on  February  18,  1835,  and  was  witnessed  by  William  Martin. 
William  Martin  was  Nancy’s  first  cousin,  and  Thomas  McCrary’s  wives, 
first  and  second,  were  similarly  related  to  Nancy.  John  Wright,  Jr.,  appears 
to  have  been  the  grandson  of  Nancy’s  uncle  Daniel  Wright,  a  pioneer  of 
Madison  County,  Alabama  (Chapter  IV,  John  Wright  III  section,  6). 
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Nancy  and  Ebenezer’s  new  home  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  was 
at  the  foot  of  the  north  side  of  Hungry  Hill  on  the  road  from  Flat  Creek  to 
Lynchburg.  For  more  than  fifty  years  the  location  has  been  known  as  the 
Farrar  Place  and  in  1960  was  the  home  of  Thurston  Farrar.  The  writer’s 
father  has  a  set  of  silver  spoons  which  Nancy  and  Ebenezer  are  reported  to 
have  used  in  this  home.  When  these  spoons  came  into  the  family  is  not 
known;  but  they  have  passed  through  the  possession  of  Nancy  and  Ebene¬ 
zer’s  son  John  Ebenezer  Frost,  and  their  grandsons  John  Gordon  and 
Joshua  Wright  Frost  to  Joshua  Wright  Frost’s  son  Ollie  Lee  Frost.  One  of 
the  spoons  got  into  a  garbage  pail  many  years  ago  and  was  damaged  by  a 
hog  which  ate  the  garbage;  but  the  spoon  was  recovered  and  partially 
repaired. 

Although  no  verifying  record  has  been  found  in  the  National  Archives 
or  elsewhere,  there  is  a  family  tradition  that  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  was  com¬ 
missioned  in  1836  by  the  United  States  Government  to  transport  Cherokee 
Indians  to  Okalahoma  in  his  four-horse  covered  wagon.  The  last  his  family 
saw  of  him  was  as  his  wagon  moved  slowly  up  Hungry  Hill  on  his  way  to 
receive  his  load  at  some  station  near  the  Cherokee  Country.  It  has  been 
reported  that  Ebenezer  died  somewhere  in  Arkansas  on  his  return  trip.  The 
date  recorded  in  Nancy’s  Bible  for  his  death  is  November  29,  1836.  No 
one  now  seems  to  know  what  kind  of  report  was  received  or  how  the  exact 
date  of  his  death  was  known;  but  family  tradition  is  that  for  a  long  time 
after  he  was  overdue  the  family  hoped  against  hope  that  he  would  yet  re¬ 
turn.  It  is  said  that  when  a  wagon  could  be  heard  coming  up  the  road  at 
night  Nancy  would  listen  to  see  if  it  stopped  at  the  barn  across  the  road 
from  the  house,  thinking  it  might  possibly  be  Ebenezer  coming  home.  Such 
was  the  tragedy  and  lingering  suspense  of  pioneering  days  when  com¬ 
munications  were  slow  and  uncertain.  (A  continuation  of  the  life  of  Nancy 
Wright  Frost  is  found  in  the  Nancy  Wright  section  of  Chapter  IV.) 

Ebenezer  B.  Frost  was  the  father  of  six  sons — Nimrod  Bailey  Frost 
by  his  first  marriage;  Thomas  Wright,  John  Ebenezer,  William,  William 
Daniel,  and  Edwin  M.  Frost  by  his  second  marriage.  A  brief  sketch  on 
each  follows: 

1.  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost,  son  of  Ebenezer  B.  and  Elizabeth  Gaither 
Frost,  according  to  Bible  record,  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  March  4,  1817,  and  died  in  Missouri,  March  16,  1907.  Upon  his 
mother’s  death,  while  he  was  quite  young,  he  is  reported  to  have  been  left  in 
the  care  of  his  mother’s  sister  Margaret  Gaither  McNeely  and  her  husband 
Thomas  McNeely.  Upon  his  father’s  remarriage,  however,  Nimrod  Baily 
Frost  returned  and  remained  with  the  family  until  maturity.  He  is  reported 
to  have  married  1 )  Harriet  Page,  James  Page’s  daughter,  who  died  four 
years  later.  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost  then  went  to  Adair  County,  Kentucky, 
where  he  married  2)  Frances  Atkinson  in  June,  1847.  They  moved  to  Mis¬ 
souri  and  reared  a  family.  A  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Buck  Miller,  de¬ 
ceased,  of  Atchison,  Kansas,  National  Number  208,620  of  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution,  did  considerable  research  on  the  Frost  family  and 
established  the  name  in  The  Compendium  of  American  Genealogy, 
Volume  IV,  Page  721. 
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2.  Thomas  Wright  Frost,  first  son  of  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  by  his 
second  wife,  Nancy  Wright  Frost,  according  to  Bible  record  and  tradition, 
was  born  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  February  13,  1823.  According 
to  inscriptions  on  their  tombstones  in  Goshen  Cemetery  near  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas,  Thomas  Wright  Frost  died  March  24,  1916,  surviving  by  almost 
eighteen  years  his  wife  Polly  Boone  Frost,  who  was  born  June  3,  1826, 
and  died  January  23,  1898.  Polly  Boone  Frost’s  parents  were  William  and 
Sallie  Howard  Boone  who  reared  a  large  family  in  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  Her  father  was  a  first  cousin  of 
her  husband’s  father,  Ebenezer  B.  Frost.  According  to  his  mother’s  Bible 
record,  Thomas  Wright  and  Polly  Boone  Frost  were  married  April  23, 
1843.  They  had  nine  children — Nancy,  William  Boone  Abner,  John  Little, 
Sarah  Caroline  Tennessee,  James  Benjamin,  Edwin  Bernola,  Thomas 
Ebenezer  Elijah,  Joseph  Howard,  and  Mary  Magdaline  Frost  ( The  Boone 
Family ,  p.  473,  by  Mrs.  Hazel  Spraker).  The  family  moved  to  Washington 
County,  Arkansas,  before  the  Civil  War.  Thomas  Wright  Frost  made  at 
least  two  trips  back  to  Bedford  County,  Tennessee — once  in  the  early 
1890’s  and  again  in  1913,  as  already  reported. 

3.  John  Ebenezer  Frost,  the  writer’s  great-grandfather,  was  Ebenezer 
and  Nancy  Wright  Frost’s  first  child  to  be  born  after  their  arrival  in  Madi¬ 
son  County,  Alabama,  near  New  Market,  where  the  remaining  children 
were  born  also.  According  to  Bible  record  and  tombstone  inscription  in  the 
Hix  Family  Cemetery,  near  Flat  Creek,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee, 
John  Ebenezer  Frost  was  born  April  7,  1825,  and  died  March  26,  1904. 
On  August  6,  1846,  he  married  Alcey  Dews  Hix,  daughter  of  Demarquis 
Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix.  She  was  born  September  29,  1826,  and 
died  September  6,  1899,  according  to  Bible  record  and  tombstone  inscrip¬ 
tion  in  the  Hix  Family  Cemetery.  The  John  Ebenezer  Frost  section  of  this 
chapter,  which  follows,  presents  the  children  and  more  information  on 
these  great-grandparents. 

4.  William  Frost,  according  to  his  mother’s  Bible  record,  was  born 
February  24,  1827,  and  died  in  January,  1828. 

5.  William  Daniel  Frost,  according  to  Bible  record  and  tombstone 
inscription  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery,  was  born  August  12,  1830, 
and  died  September  23,  1888.  He  studied  medicine  in  Cincinnati  and 
began  his  practice  at  Troy,  Obion  County,  Tennessee,  where  he  married 
on  September  13,  1854,  Martha  Lydia  Brown  who  was  born  in  Troy,  No¬ 
vember  29,  1837,  and  died  in  the  Charity  Community  of  Moore  County, 
Tennessee,  September  24,  1874.  She  was  buried  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek 
Cemetery.  Birth  places  of  their  children  indicate  that  the  family  lived  in 
Yazoo  County,  Mississippi,  and  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  as  well  as  in  Troy 
and  Charity,  Tennessee.  William  Daniel  Frost  served  in  the  Thirtieth  Missis¬ 
sippi  Regiment  of  the  Confederate  States  Army  and  was  severely  wounded 
in  the  Battle  of  Chickamauga.  Born  to  William  Daniel  and  Martha  Lydia 
Brown  Frost  were  five  sons — William  Alexander,  Walter  C.,  Clarence  E., 
Horace,  and  John  Wright  Frost. 

William  Alexander  Frost,  first  son  of  William  Daniel  and  Martha 
Lydia  Brown  Frost,  was  born  in  Troy,  Tennessee,  September  30,  1855, 
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and  died  in  Shelbyville,  Tennessee,  December  29,  1935.  On  May  4,  1880, 
he  married  Willie  Kate  Whitaker,  who  was  born  in  Mulberry,  Tennessee, 
in  Lincoln  County,  October  23,  1861,  and  died  in  Shelbyville,  June  15, 
1943.  They  had  a  son,  William  Alexander  Frost,  Jr.,  and  a  daughter, 
Nannie  Lydia  Frost,  who  married  Theron  Doyle  Hawkins  and  became  the 
mother  of  William  Frost  Hawkins  and  Theron  Doyle  Hawkins,  Jr.  William 
Frost  Hawkins  has  been  quite  helpful  in  obtaining  and  organizing  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Frost,  Boone,  and  Wright  families.  His  grandfather  William 
Alexander  Frost,  known  to  the  writer  as  “Cousin  Will  Frost,”  was  for 
many  years  publisher  and  editor  of  the  Shelbyville  Gazette. 

During  the  latter  part  of  William  Daniel  Frost’s  life,  he  was  a  practic¬ 
ing  physician  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  where  he  has  long  been  re¬ 
membered.  A  second  marriage  to  the  widow  Faner  Boone  Lyon,  a  distant 
cousin,  was  unsuccessful  and  of  short  duration. 

6.  Edwin  M.  Frost,  last  child  of  Ebenezer  B.  and  Nancy  Wright 
Frost,  was  born  near  New  Market,  Alabama,  January  4,  1833,  and  died  in 
Unionville,  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  September  15,  1855.  He  is  buried 
near  his  mother,  Nancy  Steed,  wife  of  Abner  Steed  at  the  time  of  her  death 
on  November  19,  1854.  So  far  as  is  known,  Edwin  M.  Frost  did  not  marry. 

John  Ebenezer  Frost  ( 1825-1904 ) 

John  Ebenezer  Frost,  son  of  Ebenezer  B.  and  Nancy  Wright  Frost, 
was  born  near  New  Market,  Alabama,  April  7,  1825,  died  near  Shelby¬ 
ville,  Tennessee,  in  the  home  of  his  daughter  Mary  Fannie  Frost  Haynes, 
March  26,  1904,  and  was  buried  in  the  Hix  Family  Cemetery,  near  Flat 
Creek.  His  birth  probably  occurred  less  than  six  months  after  his  parents 
left  Surry  County,  North  Carolina.  When  he  was  less  than  ten  years  of 
age,  the  Frost  family  moved  to  a  new  home  in  the  vicinity  of  Flat  Creek, 
Tennessee.  While  it  is  assumed  that  he  and  his  brothers  lived  in  Lincoln 
County  for  a  few  years  after  their  mother’s  marriage  to  William  Brown, 
John  Ebenezer  Frost  lived  most  of  his  life  within  a  few  miles  of  Flat  Creek, 
where  for  many  years  he  served  as  pastor  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church. 
He  was  eleven  years  of  age  when  his  father,  Ebenezer  B.  Frost,  left  on  that 
ill-fated  trip  to  Oklahoma,  and  seventeen  at  the  time  of  his  mother’s  re¬ 
marriage. 

On  August  6,  1846,  John  E.  Frost  married  Alcey  Dews  Hix,  daughter 
of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix.  The  twenty-year-old  bride 
was  born  September  29,  1826,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in  which 
she  lived  until  her  death  September  6,  1899.  The  above  dates  are  recorded 
in  the  John  E.  Frost  Bible  which  in  1962  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
writer. 

It  is  likely  that  the  young  couple  lived,  for  a  short  time  at  least,  on  the 
land  which  John  E.  Frost  purchased  from  his  mother  a  few  months  after 
his  marriage.  It  is  also  likely  that  they  later  moved  to  the  thirty-four-and- 
one-half-acre  tract  “.  .  .  on  the  waters  of  Little  Flat  Creek,  bounded  by 
A.  G.  Snell,  Allen  Tribble,  J.  P.  Couches,  John  Stanfield,  and  Nathaniel 
Cheshire,  including  cabins  and  plantation  where  I  now  live  .  .  .  ,”  which 
he  bought  from  W.  C.  Gordon  on  January  3,  1848,  for  $490  ( Bedford 
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County  Deed  Book  PP,  p.  339).  This  apparently  was  the  home  in  which 
he  was  living  in  1850  when  the  census  taker  listed  him  as  a  tanner  in  the 
23rd.  District  of  Bedford  County.  Living  in  the  Frost  home  was  Joshua 
Hix,  also  listed  as  a  tanner,  presumably  Alcey’s  brother  who  died  without 
children  before  Demarquis  Dews  Hix  wrote  his  will  in  1867.  Among  their 
close  neighbors  were  A.  G.  Snell,  Warren  Bridges,  William  Gordon, 
Samuel  D.  Gordon,  William  Bearden,  and  Nancy  Bearden. 

How  long  the  Frosts  lived  in  their  home  in  the  23rd.  District  is  not 
known;  but  by  1853  they  were  living  in  the  10th.  District  of  Bedford 
County.  During  the  September  Term  of  County  Court  that  year  John  E. 
Frost  was  included  in  a  venire  of  jurors  from  the  10th.  District  for  the 
December  Term  of  Circuit  Court  ( Bedford  County  Court  Minutes  1848- 
1855,  Vol.  2,  p.  143).  Mrs.  Lottie  Sutton  Spence,  a  former  clerk  of  the 
Enon  Primitive  Baptist  Church  where  he  was  both  member  and  pastor, 
had  the  following  to  say  concerning  the  location  of  this  Frost  home: 
“Elder  John  E.  Frost’s  farm  is  about  two  miles  east  of  Unionville  School 
on  what  is  known  as  the  old  Shelbyville  and  Nashville  dirt  road.  It  is  now 
known  as  the  Pink  Clardy  farm.” 

The  fire  which  destroyed  the  Bedford  County  courthouse  in  March, 
1863,  destroyed  the  land  records  for  most  of  the  years  between  1852  and 
1861,  as  well  as  most  of  the  wills  and  marriage  records  prior  to  the  Civil 
War.  It  is  because  of  this  lack  of  records  that  dates  for  John  E.  Frost’s  real 
estate  transactions  cannot  be  given.  It  is  not  known,  therefore,  when  the 
Frost  family  left  the  Unionville  Community  to  move  to  the  22nd.  District 
of  Bedford  County  and  make  their  home  in  the  house  which  later  became 
known  as  the  Old  Frost  Home.  In  1850  Sarah  Collins  Hix,  seventy-two- 
year-old  widow  of  William  Hix  and  step-grandmother  of  Alcey  Dews  Hix 
Frost,  was  living  there.  Since  the  home  belonged  to  Alcey,  it  is  assumed 
that  it  was  a  gift  from  her  father,  Demarquis  Dews  Hix,  who  apparently 
purchased  it  some  time  after  the  death  of  Sarah  Collins  Hix,  his  step¬ 
mother,  in  1852.  In  1960,  when  the  writer  last  visited  it,  the  Old  Frost 
Home  was  in  good  repair  and  was  owned  by  James  Jones.  It  is  about  three 
miles  from  the  Village  of  Flat  Creek  on  the  old  road  to  Center  Church.  It 
has  been  recalled  by  grandchildren  that,  except  for  Joshua  Wright  Frost, 
every  one  of  John  E.  Frost’s  married  children  lived  for  a  time  at  the  home 
place  before  beginning  to  keep  house  for  themselves.  (Other  references  to 
the  Old  Frost  Home  are  found  in  the  William  Hix,  Paternal  Ancestor  sec¬ 
tion  of  Chapter  XIII.) 

There  are  a  number  of  omissions  and  repetitions  in  the  1860  Census 
Report  for  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  Repeated  searches  have  not  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  discovery  of  John  E.  Frost’s  family;  but  it  is  thought  that  they 
had  already  moved  to  their  22nd.  District  home  before  1860.  Although 
he  had  been  an  ordained  elder  in  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  for  fifteen 
years,  the  1870  Census  Report  listed  John  E.  Frost  as  a  farmer.  In  1880, 
however,  the  census  taker  listed  him  as  a  minister. 

Elder,  rather  than  Reverend,  is  the  title  of  respect  used  by  Primitive 
Baptists  in  speaking  of  their  ministers.  Except  for  his  own  direct  descend¬ 
ants,  most  people  today  who  remember  John  E.  Frost  or  who  have  heard  of 
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him  think  of  him  as  Elder  Frost.  During  his  ministry  John  E.  Frost  is 
known  to  have  been  the  pastor  at  Unionville,  Eagleville,  and  Triune,  as 
well  as  at  Flat  Creek.  He  is  said  to  have  preached  a  number  of  times,  if 
not  regularly,  at  South  Pittsburg,  Tennessee.  Unfortunately  the  Minutes  of 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  at  Flat  Creek  were  destroyed  by  a  home  fire 
a  number  of  years  ago;  but  Mrs.  Virginia  Jackson,  Clerk  of  the  Enon 
Primitive  Baptist  Church  at  Unionville  in  1958,  reported  the  following  facts 
from  the  Minutes  of  that  church: 

John  E.  Frost  and  wife  joined  the  church  in  April,  1853. 

In  June,  1854,  he  began  preaching  at  Enon  Church. 

In  November,  1855,  he  was  ordained. 

In  November,  1856,  he  was  appointed  pastor.  Up  to  this  time  he  had 
preached  with  the  pastor,  Elder  R.  W.  Fain. 

Nancy  Steed,  John  E.  Frost’s  mother,  was  a  member. 

His  first  pastorate  seems  to  have  ended  in  June,  1857. 

After  the  resignation  of  Elder  J.  Stephen  in  May,  1883,  Elder  Frost  was 
chosen  to  serve  the  church  until  he  too  resigned  in  October,  1887. 

Miss  Carmine  Jackson,  Clerk  of  Eagleville  Primitive  Baptist  Church 
in  1958,  reported  the  following: 

It  was  not  my  privilege  to  know  Elder  Frost  personally,  but  I  have  heard 
so  much  of  him  in  such  glowing  and  affectionate  terms  that  to  me  he  and  his 
devoted  wife  stand  somewhat  as  famous  and  legendary  figures.  They  are  even 
today  (August  20,  1958)  spoken  of  as  “Brother  and  Sister  Frost.”  I  have  been 
told  that  Sister  Frost  always  accompanied  him,  and  as  age  came  on,  she  slept 
during  his  sermons.  On  being  asked  why  she  slept,  she  laughed  and  answered, 
“Oh,  Pa  preaches  and  I  sleep.” 

They  drove  two  horses  to  their  buggy,  one  horse  unusually  large,  the  other 
much  smaller.  Elder  Frost  always  fed  and  cared  for  his  horses,  not  leaving  this 
task  for  others. 

.  .  /  his  name  is  listed  with  other  ministers  who  served  as  Pastor  of  Triune 
Church.  This  list  is  framed  and  hangs  on  the  wall  back  of  the  pulpit. 

The  early  records  of  Eagleville  Church  show  that  Elder  Frost  was  one  of 
three  Elders  and  three  Deacons  instrumental  in  organizing  the  church  at  Eagle¬ 
ville  on  September  14,  1889.  On  Saturday  before  the  Fourth  Sunday  in  Octo¬ 
ber,  1889,  .  .  .  Elder  Frost  preached  the  first  sermon  based  on  the  First  Epis¬ 
tle  of  John,  Chapter  1,  Verses  1,  2,  and  3.  Elder  Frost  served  as  first  Pastor, 
1889  and  1890  ...  as  Co-Pastor  with  Elder  David  Phillips  in  1900.  ...  In 
1902  he  was  again  Co-Pastor  with  Elder  H.  E.  Pettus. 

From  Joseph  A.  Johnson,  an  elderly  citizen  of  Nashville,  who  formerly 
lived  in  Eagleville  and  who  remembers  John  E.  Frost,  we  have  the  follow¬ 
ing  statements: 

Old  Brother  Frost  lived  at  Shelbyville  and  traveled  pretty  constantly 
preaching  and  with  his  good  wife  was  well  known  over  quite  a  section  of  Middle 
Tennessee.  Brother  Frost  and  his  good  wife  frequently  spent  the  night  in  the 
Johnson  home  near  Eagleville  and,  of  course,  always  held  bed  time  devotionals; 
and  a  few  times  preached  with  neighbors  in  attendance.  .  .  .  He  was  quite  a 
singer;  one  of  his  old  time  favorites  I  recall  ran  something  like,  “I  saw  a  way- 
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torn  Traveler  in  tattered  garments  clad;  In  climbing  up  the  mountain  it  seemed 
that  He  was  sad,”  etc. 

As  I  remember  it,  Brother  Frost  was  well  liked  by  folks  of  other  denomi¬ 
nations  than  Primitive  Baptists.  He  had  a  peculiar  habit  when  preaching  of 
occasionally  twisting  his  mouth  and  nose;  however,  all  the  Old  Baptists  became 
accustomed  to  it  and  thought  nothing  of  it. 

Before  turning  from  John  E.  Frost’s  place  in  the  Eagle ville  Primitive 
Baptist  Church  to  other  items  of  interest  in  his  life,  it  is  perhaps  timely 
to  include  an  excerpt  from  the  Minutes  of  that  church  for  March  22,  1959. 

The  members  of  the  Eagleville  Primitive  Baptist  Church  enjoyed  an 
unusual  and  interesting  experience  on  the  fourth  Lord’s  Day  in  March.  Mr. 
Wright  W.  Frost,  Principal  of  Park-Lowry  School  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  with 
his  thirteen-year-old  son,  Russell,  were  welcome  visitors  to  our  worship  service. 
Mr.  Frost  and  Russell  are  great-grandson  and  great-great-grandson  of  Elder 
John  E.  Frost  who  helped  organize  Eagleville  Primitive  Baptist  Church  on 
September  14,  1889,  and  was  called  to  serve  as  the  first  Pastor. 

During  the  song  service,  Elder  Hobart  Massey,  the  present  Pastor,  led  the 
congregation  in  singing  many  of  the  old  hymns  used  at  the  time  Elder  Frost 
served  Eagleville  Church. 

Mr.  Wright  W.  Frost  then  came  to  the  pulpit  to  stand  where  his  great¬ 
grandfather  had  stood  so  many,  many  times.  He  read  the  account  of  the  organi¬ 
zation  of  Eagleville  Church  as  recorded  in  the  Church  Record,  Book  1,  Page  1. 
Using  the  old  family  Bible  which  had  belonged  to  Elder  John  E.  Frost,  he  read 
from  the  First  Epistle  of  John,  Chapter  1,  Verses  1,  2,  and  3.  This  Scripture 
was  the  text  used  by  Elder  Frost  on  Saturday  before  the  Fourth  Sunday  in 
October,  1889,  when  he  preached  the  first  sermon  in  the  new  Eagleville  church 
building. 

After  reading  this  passage  of  Scripture,  Mr.  Frost  spoke  briefly,  but  im¬ 
pressively,  on  the  thought  that  he,  a  natural  descendant  of  Elder  John  E.  Frost, 
was  permitted  to  meet  in  Christian  fellowship  and  to  worship  with  those  who 
are  his  spiritual  descendants. 

We  pray  God's  rich  blessings  on  this  earnest  young  man  and  his  son,  who 
took  time  from  their  busy  lives  to  seek  out  the  great-grandfather’s  place  of  wor¬ 
ship  and  service.  May  God  use  them  both  to  His  honor  and  glory.  We  trust  that 
they  will  worship  with  us  again. 

It  is  family  tradition  that  John  E.  Frost  preached  while  visiting  each 
of  his  brothers.  Thomas  Wright  Frost  then  lived  in  Arkansas,  and  William 
Daniel  Frost  in  Mississippi.  During  the  Civil  War  he  is  reported  to  have 
been  away  from  home  quite  a  while  on  one  of  these  trips,  leaving  Alcey  at 
home  with  their  three  children,  Lou,  Joshua,  and  Fannie.  While  he  was 
gone,  Federal  troops  came  by  the  Frost  home  on  one  of  their  foraging 
missions  and  took  all  the  hay  and  horses,  leaving  only  one  old  mule.  Alcey 
is  reported  to  have  been  particularly  indignant  about  their  taking  the  colt 
which  belonged  to  her  eight-year-old  son  Joshua  Wright  Frost. 

After  the  war,  agents  of  the  Federal  Government  came  to  Bedford 
County  to  grant  reparations  payments  to  all  citizens  whose  loyalty  to  the 
Union  could  be  proved.  Being  a  minister,  John  E.  Frost  had  not  taken  an 
active  part  in  the  war;  so  friends  on  the  Union  side  thought  he  could 
qualify  for  reparations  payments.  During  his  interrogation  he  was  asked 
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how  he  voted  on  the  secession  issue  in  each  of  the  state-wide  referendums. 
He  replied  that  he  had  voted  against  secession  each  time.  Then  he  was 
asked  where  his  sympathies  were  after  the  war  actually  started.  A  man  of 
less  integrity  might  have  succeeded  by  giving  a  false  answer  to  that  ques¬ 
tion;  but  John  E.  Frost  replied  that  a  man  has  no  control  over  his  sympa¬ 
thies,  that  with  a  brother,  other  close  relatives,  and  friends  actively 
participating  in  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy,  his  sympathies  naturally 
were  on  the  Southern  side.  Thereupon,  the  reparations  agents  told  him 
that  they  were  sorry  but  that  they  could  not  recommend  payment  for  his 
losses. 

Among  the  writer’s  early  memories  is  that  of  an  enlarged  photograph 
of  his  great-grandparents  Alcey  and  John  E.  Frost  which  hung  above  the 
mantelpiece  in  the  home  of  his  grandfather  Joshua  Wright  Frost.  In  1961 
the  picture  was  in  the  possession  of  Carl  Wright  Frost,  son  of  Joshua  W. 
Frost.  While  gathering  information  on  the  ministry  of  John  E.  Frost  from  his 
“spiritual  descendants”  in  the  Eagleville  Community  in  1958,  the  writer 
was  presented  individual  pictures  of  “Brother  and  Sister  Frost.” 

On  September  6,  1899,  fifty-three  years  and  one  month  after  their 
wedding,  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost  died  in  the  home  of  their  daughter 
Fouisa  Frost  Dixon.  She  had  been  the  daughter  of  one  of  the  wealthiest 
men  of  Flat  Creek  in  his  day  and  a  namesake  of  her  grandmother  Alcey 
Dews  Hix,  who  was  buried  in  Halifax  County,  Virginia,  a  number  of 
years  before  the  migration  of  the  Hix  family  to  Bedford  County,  Tennes¬ 
see.  The  fact  that  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost  reared  a  large  family  leads  one  to 
believe  that  her  habitual  trips  with  her  husband  in  his  ministry  must  have 
been  in  her  later  years  after  her  children  had  married  and  left  home. 
From  all  the  stories  which  have  been  told  about  her,  she  seems  to  have 
been  a  devoted  mother  and  pastor’s  wife.  Her  pictures  give  the  appearance 
of  sternness,  but  stories  about  her  indicate  that  she  was  quite  warmhearted 
and  had  a  sense  of  humor  to  the  point  of  being  mischievous.  The  story 
of  her  sewing  a  squirrel’s  tail  to  the  seat  of  her  son’s  trousers  fits  more 
appropriately  in  the  Joshua  Wright  Frost  section.  In  her  will  she  directed 
that  her  land  on  which  the  home  stood  should  be  sold  and  that  her 
children  should  share  alike  in  the  proceeds.  She  made  her  husband,  John  E. 
Frost,  executor  without  bond  ( Bedford  County  Will  Book  2,  pp.  53-54). 

John  E.  Frost  survived  his  wife  by  almost  five  years  during  part  of 
which  he  continued  his  ministry.  The  name  of  his  last  favorite  horse  was 
Keystone  which  along  with  the  buggy  he  willed  to  his  daughter  Mary 
Fannie  Frost  Haynes  in  whose  home  he  died  March  26,  1904.  He  had 
another  black  horse  named  Jim  which  he  willed  to  his  daughter  Fouisa  Frost 
Dixon  in  whose  home  his  wife  Alcey  had  died.  Most  of  the  household 
furniture  went  to  these  two  daughters  who  were  made  joint  executrixes 
without  bond.  Most  of  the  balance  of  the  estate  was  divided  equally 
among  his  living  children  with  his  grandchildren  Clemmie  W.,  Jessie, 
John  Hope,  and  Lucile  Dunaway  receiving  jointly  what  their  mother, 
Martha  E.  Frost  Dunaway,  deceased,  would  have  received.  The  silver 
spoons  mentioned  in  the  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  section  went  to  his  son  John 
Gordon  Frost.  The  will  was  drawn  March  24,  1904,  two  days  before  his 
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death,  and  witnessed  by  his  nephew  W.  A.  Frost  and  by  a  more  distant 
relative,  E.  L.  Philpott  ( Bedford  County  Will  Book  2,  p.  170). 

John  Ebenezer  and  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost  were  the  parents  of  five 
children  who  grew  to  maturity — Louisa,  Joshua,  Fannie,  John,  and  Mattie. 
Four  others  died  in  infancy.  From  their  family  Bible,  from  tombstone  in¬ 
scriptions,  and  from  reliable  family  sources,  information  has  been  compiled 
for  the  sketches  which  follow. 

1.  William  D.  H.  Frost,  first  child  of  John  Ebenezer  and  Alcey  Dews 
Hix  Frost,  was  born  April  24,  1848,  and  died  August  26,  1849. 

2.  Malinda  Nancy  Frost,  named  for  her  two  grandmothers,  was  bom 
December  4,  1849,  and  died  September  7,  1852. 

3.  Louisa  Caroline  Frost,  third  child  of  John  Ebenezer  and  Alcey 
Dews  Hix  Frost  but  their  first  to  live  to  maturity,  was  born  May  6,  1852, 
and  died  April  20,  1920.  On  December  2,  1869,  she  married  Robert 
Baxter  Dixon,  who  was  born  May  10,  1848,  and  died  September  26,  1891. 
They  are  buried  in  the  Center  Church  Cemetery.  They  had  the  following 
six  children:  Robert  Dixon,  who  married  Mary  Woods;  Will  Dixon,  who 
married  Kittie  Young;  Edd  Dixon,  who  married  Mattie  Davidson;  Horace 
Dixon,  who  married  Bertha  Bobo;  Jimmy  D.  Dixon,  who  died  young;  and 
Fannie  Dixon,  who  married  Dennis  Bryant  Phillips. 

4.  Joshua  Wright  Frost,  fourth  child  of  John  Ebenezer  and  Alcey 
Dews  Hix  Frost,  was  born  April  26,  1854,  and  died  December  31,  1931. 
On  August  20,  1 874,  he  married  Mary  Ellen  Reagor,  daughter  of  George 
Allen  and  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor.  She  was  born  November  8,  1854, 
and  died  July  2,  1911.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at 
Flat  Creek,  Tennessee.  As  they  are  the  writer’s  paternal  grandparents,  a 
story  of  their  lives  will  constitute  the  next  section  of  this  chapter.  Their 
children,  whose  sketches  will  be  presented  later,  are  as  follows:  Georgie 
Reagor  Frost,  who  married  Andrew  Jackson  Driskill,  Jr.;  Herbert  Frost, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six;  Eula  May  Frost,  who  married  Walter  Lafayette 
Hix,  son  of  Joshua  Wilson  and  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt  Hix;  Ollie 
Lee  Frost,  who  married  Manerva  Angeline  (Angie)  Hix,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Wilson  and  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt  Hix;  John  Roy  Frost, 
who  died  in  his  second  year;  Elizabeth  Dee  Frost,  who  married  Perley 
Isaac  Reed;  Kelley  Irene  Frost,  who  married  Ray  Parker  Atkinson;  Carl 
Wright  Frost,  who  married  Lillis  Stone;  and  Mary  Lillian  Frost,  who 
married  James  Lonnie  Bearden,  Sr. 

5.  Mary  Fannie  Frost,  fifth  child  of  John  Ebenezer  and  Alcey  Dews 
Hix  Frost,  was  born  March  30,  1856,  and  died  September  29,  1930.  On 
August  27,  1885,  she  married  Andrew  Haynes,  who  was  born  June  22, 
1856,  and  died  January  10,  1918.  They  are  buried  in  New  Hope  Ceme¬ 
tery.  They  had  four  children  as  follows:  Alcie  Haynes,  who  married  Ed 
Himes;  John  Haynes,  who  married  Irene  Parker;  Ruth  Haynes,  who 
married  Ed  Troupe  and  who  arranged  for  the  John  E.  Frost  Bible  to  come 
into  the  possession  of  the  writer;  and  Pearl  Haynes,  who  married  A.  L. 
Shelton. 

6.  James  E.  Frost  was  born  April  10,  1858,  and  died  August  2, 
1858. 
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7.  John  Gordon  Frost,  seventh  child  of  John  Ebenezer  and  Aleey 
Dews  Hix  Frost,  was  born  October  13,  1859,  and  died  December  15, 
1914.  He  is  buried  in  the  Center  Church  Cemetery.  On  November  29, 
1882,  he  married  Mattie  Coleman,  who  was  born  in  January,  1861,  and 
died  March  15,  1926.  She  is  buried  in  Murfreesboro.  They  had  nine 
children  as  follows:  Bush  Ebenezer  Frost,  who  died  young;  Joshua  Wright 
Frost,  who  died  young;  Clem  Nance  Frost,  who  married  Bettie  Jordan; 
Nannie  Jane  Frost,  who  married  Ivan  Mitchell;  Emma  Ethel  Frost,  who 
married  Marion  Bates;  John  Gordon  Frost,  Jr.,  who  married  Mary  Jane 
Jackson;  Lucy  Nell  Frost,  who  died  at  nineteen  without  having  married; 
Mattie  Coleman  Frost,  who  married  Carl  C.  Brandon;  and  Sam  Kirkland 
Frost,  who  married  Ruby  Wilson. 

8.  Martha  (Mattie)  E.  Frost,  eighth  child  of  John  Ebenezer  and 
Aleey  Dews  Hix  Frost,  was  born  October  8,  1862,  and  died  November  28, 
1894.  She  is  buried  in  the  Center  Church  Cemetery.  On  March  12,  1879, 
she  married  John  Newton  Dunaway,  whose  birth  date  has  not  been  de¬ 
termined.  He  died  December  8,  1933,  and  was  buried  at  Deckerd,  Tennes¬ 
see,  after  having  been  married  2)  to  Theressa  Walker.  John  Newton  and 
Martha  (Mattie)  Frost  Dunaway  were  the  parents  of  five  children  as 
follows:  Belle  Dunaway,  who  married  John  Hall;  Clemmie  W.  Dunaway, 
who  married  John  Rankin;  Jess  Dunaway,  who  married  Ora  McKelvey 
and  went  to  California;  John  Hope  Dunaway,  who  married  in  California  a 
girl  whose  first  name  was  Hazel;  and  Lucile  Dunaway,  who  married  Steve 
Huffar. 

9.  Mitchell  T.  Frost,  ninth  and  last  child  of  John  Ebenezer  and  Aleey 
Dews  Frost,  was  born  September  21,  1864,  and  died  November  2,  1865. 

Joshua  Wright  Frost  ( 1854-1931 ) 

Joshua  Wright  Frost,  son  of  John  Ebenezer  and  Acley  Dews  Hix  Frost 
and  paternal  grandfather  of  the  writer,  was  born  April  26,  1854,  and  died 
December  31,  1931.  He  lived  throughout  his  entire  life  in  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee.  The  exact  place  of  his  birth  is  not  entirely  certain;  but  there 
is  good  reason  to  believe  that  it  was  in  the  10th.  District  of  Bedford  County, 
about  three  miles  from  the  present  Village  of  Unionville,  where  his  father 
owned  a  farm  about  the  time  of  his  birth.  His  parents  joined  the  Enon 
Primitive  Baptist  Church,  near  Unionville,  about  a  year  before  his  birth; 
and  his  father  began  preaching  there  when  Joshua  was  only  two  months 
old.  Also  living  in  the  Unionville  Community  at  the  time  of  his  birth  was 
Joshua  Wright  Frost’s  paternal  grandmother,  then  Mrs.  Abner  Steed,  nee 
Nancy  Wright.  From  Nancy’s  father,  Thomas  Wright,  of  Surry  County, 
North  Carolina,  Joshua  Wright  Frost  received  his  middle  name. 

Little  is  known  about  Joshua  Wright  Frost’s  boyhood  days,  but  it  is 
assumed  that  they  were  similar  to  those  of  other  boys  during  the  days  pre¬ 
ceding  the  Civil  War.  One  story  which  he  used  to  tell  on  himself  involved 
his  mother.  While  he  was  yet  a  small  boy,  it  was  his  usual  early-morning 
chore  to  build  the  fire  in  the  fireplace  in  the  family  living  room  where  his 
parents  slept.  One  day  he  had  collected  a  number  of  squirrel  tails  with 
which  he  had  been  playing.  That  night  after  he  had  gone  to  bed  his  mother 
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sewed  one  of  the  squirrel  tails  to  the  seat  of  his  pants.  The  next  morning 
he  rose  quickly,  slipped  hastily  into  his  pants,  and  got  busy  with  his 
customary  chore  of  starting  the  fire.  It  was  not  until  the  family  had  had  a 
good  laugh  that  he  learned  what  had  happened.  The  writer  does  not  know 
if  this  prank  was  typical  of  the  mother;  but  Joshua  himself  was  full  of  fun, 
jokes,  and  pranks  throughout  his  long  life,  and  he  didn't  mind  telling  jokes 
on  himself.  Another  of  these  is  that  while  visiting  in  a  home  he  attempted 
to  empty  a  wash  bowl  of  water  out  the  window.  His  hands  were  still  wet 
and  slippery  from  soap;  so  out  the  window  went  the  bowl  with  the  water. 

On  August  20,  1874,  at  the  age  of  twenty,  Joshua  Wright  Frost 
married  Mary  Ellen  Reagor.  The  groom’s  father  performed  the  ceremony 
in  the  home  of  the  bride’s  mother.  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost  was  the 
daughter  of  George  Allen  Reagor,  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  Con¬ 
federacy  ( George  Allen  Reagor  section  of  Chapter  V).  Her  mother  was 
Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  Parker,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker, 
who  married  2)  John  Neel  Harris  about  five  years  after  the  death  of  her  first 
husband  ( Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor-Harris  section  of  Chapter  VIII).  At 
the  time  of  her  marriage  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost  was  nineteen,  having 
been  born  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community,  November  8,  1854.  She  and 
Joshua  did  their  first  housekeeping  on  the  Goose  Creek  Road,  near  the 
site  of  the  home  they  built  in  1875.  In  this  home  they  lived  until  Mary 
Ellen’s  death  on  July  2,  1911;  and  here  Joshua  continued  to  live  until 
1918,  when  he  retired  from  farming  and  moved  to  Shelbyville. 

About  1882,  while  yet  a  young  man,  Joshua  Frost  was  stricken  with  a 
severe  case  of  rheumatism.  His  life  was  barely  saved  by  treatment  in  Hot 
Springs,  Arkansas.  The  writer  has  heard  him  tell  of  being  taken  on  a  cot  in 
a  farm  wagon  to  the  train  and  how  he  overheard  whispers  when  he  first  got 
to  Hot  Springs,  “Why  did  they  bring  that  man  here?  He  is  ready  for  the 
cemetery."  On  his  trip  to  Hot  Springs  he  was  accompanied  by  his  step¬ 
brother-in-law  Jim  Harris.  Recovery  was  sufficient  for  him  to  return  home 
and  manage  the  farm,  but  he  was  considered  a  man  of  frail  health  for 
years  to  come.  Finally,  in  1904  he  decided  to  return  to  Hot  Springs,  this 
time  taking  with  him  as  a  companion  his  eleven-year-old  son  Carl.  This 
time  recovery  was  complete,  but  he  was  then  a  man  of  fifty.  For  the 
balance  of  his  life,  however,  his  health  was  better  than  average  for  men  of 
his  age. 

During  a  part  of  the  time  when  he  did  not  feel  equal  to  the  rigors  of 
farm  life,  Joshua  Frost  studied  law  at  home.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
by  the  local  bar  association  after  which  he  carried  on  a  limited  practice  in 
that  profession. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  case  he  had  was  a  paternity  suit  involving 
a  young  Flat  Creek  couple  shortly  before  World  War  I.  J.  W.  Frost  repre¬ 
sented  the  girl,  and  Ben  D.  Kingree  the  young  man.  The  most  important 
part  of  the  case  to  the  writer  as  a  boy  of  ten  was  that  both  lawyers  went  to 
California  to  take  depositions  from  a  witness  who  apparently  did  not  help 
either  side  very  much.  Trips  to  California  in  those  days  were  quite  rare. 
The  writer  recalls  the  seashells  which  his  grandfather  brought  back  to  his 
grandchildren.  One  of  these  he  has  kept  until  this  day.  The  only  object 
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which  he  has  had  in  his  possession  longer  is  a  small  axe  which  his  grand¬ 
father  Frost  gave  him  at  an  even  earlier  age. 

Throughout  his  adult  life  J.  W.  Frost  was  interested  in  improvements 
in  his  home  and  in  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  piped  water  into 
his  home  by  gravity  flow  from  a  spring  almost  half  a  mile  away  many 
years  before  other  farmhouses  obtained  water  by  means  of  electric  pumps. 
Before  telephones  were  available  in  Flat  Creek  on  a  community  basis,  he 
and  neighbors  had  private  lines  running  between  their  homes.  Upon 
being  unable  to  get  community  service  from  the  Cumberland  Telephone 
Company  which  served  Shelbyville  and  much  of  Middle  Tennessee,  he 
helped  organize  the  Flat  Creek  Telephone  Company  of  which  he  became 
the  manager.  This  company  under  his  management  placed  Flat  Creek 
ahead  of  most  rural  communities  in  such  service  for  many  years.  The 
first  telephone  exchange  was  built  in  1910.  In  1914  another  telephone 
exchange  was  built  by  a  rival  company  known  as  the  Flat  Creek  Mutual 
Telephone  Company.  The  dispute  between  the  owners  of  the  two  tele¬ 
phone  companies  was  one  of  the  bitterest  in  the  history  of  the  Flat  Creek 
Community.  It  was  finally  resolved  about  1917  and  the  lines  of  the  two 
companies  were  united  into  one  telephone  exchange  which  served  the 
community  until  a  new  one  was  built  in  1959. 

“Squire”  Frost,  as  Joshua  Wright  Frost  was  known  in  Bedford  County 
for  many  years,  had  a  great  interest  in  political  affairs.  He  was  justice 
of  the  peace  in  the  24th.  District  from  1894  until  1906  and  also  served  six 
years  in  the  Seventh  District  after  he  moved  to  Shelbyville.  In  1920  he 
was  the  Bedford  County  Campaign  Manager  for  Governor  A.  H.  Roberts 
when  he  ran  for  reelection.  He  made  an  unsuccessful  race  for  County 
Judge  against  Clarence  Phillips  in  1929.  He  took  an  important  interest  in 
state  and  national  politics  being  a  close  friend  of  Senator  Kenneth  D. 
McKellar  and  a  severe  critic  of  Governors  Austin  Peay  and  Henry  H. 
Horton.  He  died  before  his  friend  Hill  McAllister  was  elected  Governor  in 
1932.  He  had  envisioned  public  waterpower  in  Tennessee  long  before 
the  days  of  the  New  Deal  and  the  Tennessee  Valley  Authority.  Though  a 
stanch  Democrat,  he  supported  Herbert  Hoover  for  President  in  1928 
because  he  opposed  the  repeal  of  Prohibition  which  he  thought  would 
occur  if  Alfred  E.  Smith,  the  Democratic  candidate,  were  elected.  In 
Hoover’s  election  he  won  a  bet  he  had  made  with  a  friend  more  than  a 
year  before  the  election  that  he  could  name  the  next  President  of  the 
United  States. 

During  World  War  I,  J.  W.  Frost  was  a  member  of  the  Draft  Board  of 
Bedford  County,  and  he  was  on  the  speakers  bureau  for  patriotic  addresses. 
His  son  Carl  Wright  Frost  was  among  the  first  to  be  drafted.  Carl  was  also 
one  of  the  very  last  to  return  home,  arriving  at  the  railway  station  in 
Wartrace  on  Sunday  morning,  July  6,  1919,  two  days  after  a  big  celebra¬ 
tion  and  parade  had  been  held  for  other  returning  veterans  in  the  streets 
and  on  the  fair  grounds  in  Shelbyville.  The  writer  was  present  when  the 
train  rolled  in  that  morning  and  remembers  the  tears  which  rolled  down 
the  old  man’s  cheeks  as  he  welcomed  home  his  soldier  son.  Carl  had  not 
been  able  to  get  a  furlough  home  as  had  many  of  the  boys;  but  his  father 
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had  visited  him  twice  while  he  was  in  training  at  Camp  Jackson,  South 
Carolina,  before  being  sent  to  France. 

Though  his  own  formal  education,  like  that  of  many  other  boys 
during  the  Civil  War  era,  was  of  short  duration,  J.  W.  Frost  was  a  great 
believer  in  education  for  his  children  and  grandchildren.  His  own  education 
was  strengthened  by  studying  with  his  children  as  they  did  their  home  work 
while  going  to  school.  He  was  an  ardent  reader  and  was  skilled  in  the  art  of 
solving  tricky  mathematical  problems.  Two  of  his  daughters  and  a  number 
of  his  grandchildren  became  teachers. 

In  his  older  days  J.  W.  Frost  was  known  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community 
as  “Grandpap,”  the  name  by  which  his  grandchildren  addressed  him.  The 
writer  can  barely  remember  “Grandma”  Frost  and  only  on  one  occasion 
when  she  was  not  in  bed;  but  he  can  remember  well  hearing  Grandpap  tell 
how  beautiful  she  was  as  a  girl,  this  wife  of  his  younger  years  and  the 
mother  of  his  children.  His  glowing  tributes  indicated  how  proud  he  had 
been  of  her.  On  a  wintry  day  in  1910  Grandma  Frost  slipped  on  an  icy 
porch  and  broke  her  hip.  Before  recovering  fully  from  this  fall  she  took 
typhoid  fever  from  her  daughter  Elizabeth  Dee  Frost  who  had  returned 
with  it  while  teaching  in  Louisiana.  Medical  science  had  not  then  con¬ 
quered  this  disease.  She  died  Saturday,  July  2,  1911,  a  little  short  of  fifty- 
seven  years  of  age.  Her  son  Carl  was  in  bed  with  typhoid  fever  while  the 
funeral  was  held  in  the  home  the  next  day. 

On  February  4,  1913,  about  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  death  of  his 
first  wife,  Joshua  Wright  Frost  married  2)  Mary  Elizabeth  Martin  of 
Booneville  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  The  marriage  took  place  in  Bed¬ 
ford  County  in  a  quiet  ceremony  performed  by  W.  E.  Gant,  Esquire,  a 
friend  of  the  groom.  To  the  children  and  grandchildren  the  new  wife  be¬ 
came  known  as  “Miss  Betty.”  She  was  exactly  forty  years  of  age  on  the 
day  of  the  wedding,  which  was  her  first;  but  Grandpap  was  nearing  his 
sixtieth  birthday.  On  an  unrecorded  date  during  the  ensuing  fall,  an 
unnamed,  still-born  child  was  born  to  the  couple. 

The  most  noticed  change  in  the  farm  life  due  to  the  coming  of  the 
new  wife  was  the  presence  of  a  large  flock  of  Brown  Leghorn  hens.  Their 
cackling  announced  the  daily  production  of  baskets  of  eggs  which  Miss 
Betty  sold  on  the  local  market.  Grandpap  and  Miss  Betty  lived  at  the  home 
place  on  the  Goose  Creek  Road  for  a  little  over  five  years  before  moving 
to  a  newly  purchased  home  in  Shelby ville  in  August,  1918.  Upon  retiring 
from  farming  while  his  son  Carl  was  in  the  armed  service  during  World 
War  I,  Grandpap  sold  his  farm  to  his  other  son,  Ollie  Lee  Frost,  who  has 
lived  in  the  home  ever  since.  The  sale  of  the  farm  involved  settlement 
with  each  child  for  his  or  her  share  in  the  mother’s  estate.  Upon  selling  his 
farm,  Grandpap  invested  most  of  his  remaining  funds  in  bank  stock  which 
provided  a  substantial  part  of  his  income  for  the  balance  of  his  life. 

Grandpap’s  retirement  years  were  among  his  best.  He  was  nearly 
always  involved  in  some  project  of  community  interest  or  welfare.  Up  until 
a  few  months  before  his  death,  he  drove  his  car  up  town  every  day.  He 
was  a  familiar  figure  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  square  where  he 
could  be  seen  talking  with  his  friends  about  the  affairs  of  the  day.  There 
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was  also  the  daily  visit  with  his  first-cousin,  W.  A.  Frost,  Editor  of  the 
Shelbyville  Gazette.  These  two  cousins  were  stanch  friends  for  many  years. 
J.  W.  Frost  also  enjoyed  taking  trips  to  Nashville,  usually  taking  the  train  to 
Nashville  in  the  morning  and  back  to  Shelbyville  in  the  afternoon.  Many 
of  these  trips  were  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  pensions  for  widows  of 
Confederate  soldiers. 

During  the  last  two  or  three  years  of  his  life  Grandpap  and  Miss 
Betty  rented  their  home  on  Railroad  Avenue  and  lived  in  the  McGrew 
home  across  the  street  from  their  own.  Dr.  McGrew’s  widow  resided  in 
Florida  much  of  the  year  and  wished  to  have  her  old  neighbors  in  her 
home  as  company  while  she  was  in  it  and  as  caretakers  while  she  was 
away. 

The  stock  market  crash  of  1929  and  the  ensuing  financial  depression 
took  a  toll  from  Joshua  Wright  Frost  as  from  others.  When  his  bank  stock 
became  practically  worthless,  he  was  barely  solvent  except  for  his  home  and 
life  insurance;  but  in  1931  insolvency  was  widespread  among  men  much 
younger  than  he.  The  reduction  of  both  his  assets  and  his  income  had  a 
devastating  effect  on  the  heretofore  indomitable  spirit  of  this  seventy-seven- 
year-old  man.  In  the  fall  of  1931,  when  he  became  ill  from  a  liver  ailment, 
he  never  did  seem  to  have  the  will  to  live.  On  December  31,  1931,  he 
quietly  passed  away  in  the  presence  of  a  number  of  his  children  who  had 
been  called  to  his  bedside.  He  was  buried  in  the  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at 
Flat  Creek,  beside  the  grave  of  his  first  wife,  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost, 
whom  he  had  survived  more  than  twenty  years. 

Miss  Betty  had  been  a  faithful  companion  to  Grandpap  during  his  old 
age  and  declining  health.  Soon  after  his  death  she  sold  the  home  on  Rail¬ 
road  Avenue  and  returned  to  Booneville  to  live  with  and  near  relatives 
whom  she  had  left  nineteen  years  earlier.  She  survived  Grandpap  by  a 
little  less  than  nine  years — until  November  22,  1940.  She  was  buried  in 
the  Booneville  Cemetery.  Later  her  sister  Callie  Martin  was  buried  at 
her  side. 

Joshua  Wright  Frost  was  unmistakably  a  family  man.  He  was  devoted 
to  each  of  his  two  wives  and  was  quite  fond  of  his  children,  grandchildren, 
and  great-grandchildren.  Seven  of  his  nine  children  lived  to  old  age.  At  the 
time  of  his  death,  he  had  twenty  grandchildren  and  eight  great-grand¬ 
children.  He  took  great  pride  in  their  individual  achievements  and,  as  he 
grew  older,  was  so  lavish  in  his  praise  as  often  to  cause  embarrassment. 
Most  of  his  descendants  have  rendered  a  good  account  of  themselves. 
Brief  sketches  follow  on  each  of  Joshua  Wright  Frost’s  nine  children  by  his 
first  wife,  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost — Georgie  Reagor,  Herbert,  Eula  May, 
Ollie  Lee,  John  Roy,  Elizabeth  Dee,  Kelley  Irene,  Carl  Wright,  and 
Mary  Lillian. 

1.  Georgie  Reagor  Frost  was  born  August  29,  1875,  and  died  July  8, 
1959.  She  was  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek.  On  December 
29,  1 895,  she  married  Andrew  Jackson  Driskill,  Jr.,  son  of  Andrew  Jackson 
and  Mary  Margaret  Reagor  Driskill,  who  was  born  August  17,  1872,  and 
died  April  16,  1962.  Born  to  this  union  were  four  children — Harry 
Reagor  Driskill,  who  married  Rosalee  Broyles;  Mary  Frost  Driskill,  who 
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married  Parks  Gammill;  Andrew  Wright  Driskill;  and  Lemaye  Driskill, 
who  married  John  H.  Shoffner. 

2.  Herbert  Frost  was  born  November  21,  1876,  and  died  November 
1,  1880.  He  was  buried  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery. 

3.  Eula  May  Frost  was  born  August  19,  1878,  and  was  living  in 
Flat  Creek  in  1962.  On  July  6,  1899,  she  married  Walter  Lafayette  Hix, 
son  of  Joshua  Wilson  and  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt  Hix,  who  was 
born  August  7,  1874,  died  September  5,  1950,  and  was  buried  in  Rosebank 
Cemetery.  To  them  were  born  four  children — Guy  Frost  Hix,  who  married 
1)  Pauline  Prior  and  2)  Ann  Uhr;  Leila  Porter  Hix,  who  married  Henry 
Lilburn  Rutledge;  Thomas  Roy  Hix,  who  married  Mary  Taylor;  and 
Kelley  Reagor  Hix,  who  married  Elsie  McMillan. 

4.  Ollie  Lee  Frost,  the  writer’s  father,  was  born  August  25,  1881, 
in  the  home  on  Goose  Creek  Road  near  Flat  Creek  in  which  he  was  living 
in  1962.  On  December  6,  1905,  he  married  Manerva  Angeline  (Angie) 
Hix,  daughter  of  Joshua  Wilson  and  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt  Hix, 
who  was  born  April  10,  1886,  and  was  living  in  1962.  They  became  the 
parents  of  seven  children — Wright  Wilson  Frost,  who  married  Marihall 
Walker;  Eleanor  Rachel  Frost,  who  married  Nelson  R.  Salmon;  Elizabeth 
Lee  Frost,  who  married  Andrew  Rogers  Best;  Carl  Holt  Frost,  a  daughter, 
who  had  not  married  in  1961;  Horace  Ebenezer  Frost,  who  married  Doris 
Bryant;  Olivene  Frost,  who  married  Richard  Charles  Osmundson;  and 
Billy  Dee  Frost,  who  married  Emily  Elizabeth  Andreini. 

5.  John  Roy  Frost  was  born  May  27,  1883,  died  August  15,  1884, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery  near  the  grave  of  his 
brother  Herbert  Frost,  who  also  died  in  infancy. 

6.  Elizabeth  Dee  Frost  was  born  January  29,  1888,  and  was  living 
in  Morgantown,  West  Virginia,  in  1962.  On  June  21,  1922,  she  married 
Perley  Isaac  Reed,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Nellie  Hall  Reed,  who  was  born 
September  28,  1887,  in  Lovell,  Ohio,  and  was  living  in  1962.  There  were 
no  children  born  to  this  union;  but  Uncle  Perly  was  the  father  of  two 
children,  Judson  and  Gloria  Reed,  by  a  former  marriage. 

7.  Kelley  Irene  Frost  was  born  April  22,  1890,  and  was  living  in 
Nashville,  Tennessee,  in  1962.  On  February  22,  1930,  she  married  Ray 
Parker  Atkinson,  son  of  Thomas  B.  and  Wilhemia  Kersh  Atkinson,  who 
was  born  July  28,  1883,  lived  at  Pine  Bluff,  Arkansas,  and  died  September 
5,  1950.  There  were  no  children  born  to  this  union;  but  Uncle  Ray  was  the 
father  of  Ray  Cook  Atkinson  by  a  former  marriage  to  Jennie  Cook. 

8.  Carl  Wright  Frost  was  born  February  16,  1892,  and  was  living  in 
Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  in  1962.  On  September  23,  1922,  he  married 
Lillis  Stone,  daughter  of  John  and  Lula  Ervin  Stone,  who  was  born  July  17, 
1902,  and  was  living  in  1962.  Three  children  were  born  to  this  union — 
John  Wright  Frost,  who  married  Norsey  Tolley;  Mary  Ann  Frost,  who 
married  Dalton  Tomlinson;  and  her  twin  sister  Sarah  Boone  Frost,  who 
married  Ed  Prather. 

9.  Mary  Lillian  Frost  was  born  May  3,  1894,  and  was  living  in  the 
Flat  Creek  Community  in  1962.  On  August  20,  1914,  she  married  James 
Lonnie  Bearden,  son  of  Henry  Clay  and  Bettie  Shofner  Bearden,  who  was 
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born  April  18,  1891,  and  was  living  in  1962  in  the  home  of  his  deceased 
parents  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community.  Born  to  this  union  were  James 
Lonnie  Bearden,  Jr.,  who  married  Pauline  Alexander;  and  Clay  Frost 
Bearden,  who  married  Alice  Eleanor  Wiggs. 

(Attempt  is  made  in  the  Appendix  to  list  all  of  the  descendants  of 
Joshua  Wright  Frost  and  wife  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost  up  to  June,  1962. 
The  dates  of  their  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  presented  to  the  extent 
to  which  they  have  been  available  to  the  writer.) 


Chapter  II 

THE  FAIRCHILD  STORY 


Sarah  Fairchild,  who  became  licensed  on  December  5,  1769,  to  marry 
Ebenezer  Frost,  died  before  the  beginning  of  the  American  Revolution. 
There  have  been  seven  generations  from  this  union  to  the  writer’s  children. 
A  family  name  so  remote  from  the  present  generation  of  Frost  descendants 
ordinarily  would  have  been  allotted  a  sentence  or  two  in  this  book — at  most 
a  full  paragraph.  Among  the  more  important  reasons  for  the  inclusion  of  an 
entire  chapter  on  the  Fairchild  family  was  the  discovery  that  Ebenezer 
Fairchild,  Sarah  Fairchild  Frost’s  father,  engaged  in  the  Battle  of  Kings 
Mountain — the  engagement  which  Thomas  Jefferson  called  the  “Joyful 
Turning  of  the  Tide”  in  the  Revolution.  The  National  Archives  contain  no 
record  of  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  military  service.  Neither  has  he  yet  been 
included  in  any  official  or  unofficial  list  of  those  Tennessee  and  North 
Carolina  backwoodsmen  who  hastily  left  their  farms  or  shops  to  drive  the 
British  out  of  Western  North  Carolina.  Traditions  in  the  community  of  his 
last  residence,  confirmed  by  privately  preserved  records,  however,  con¬ 
vince  any  but  the  most  skeptical  that  Ebenezer  Fairchild  took  part  in  the 
Kings  Mountain  Expedition  and  is,  therefore,  a  qualified  ancestor  for 
membership  in  the  patriotic  societies.  It  was  not  a  lack  of  qualified  ancestors 
which  prompted  the  writer  to  go  to  considerable  effort  to  establish 
Ebenezer  Fairchild  as  a  “Kings  Mountain  Man.”  It  was,  instead,  a  feeling 
of  obligation  to  place  on  record  the  unclaimed  honor  of  this  distant  ancestor 
whose  memory  should  be  preserved. 

The  most  conclusive  evidence  of  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  service  is  his 
discharge  paper  written  on  a  plain  piece  of  paper  and  signed  by  his  neigh¬ 
bor,  Captain  William  Jackson,  as  follows: 

This  is  to  Certify  Ebenezer  Fairchild  a  privet  [sic]  in  Capt.  William  Jack- 
sons  Company  in  Col.  Clevelands  Regiment  of  the  north  Carolina  malita  hath 
Served  a  tower  in  the  in  the  Kings  Mountain  Expedition  and  is  hear  by  Dis¬ 
charged  from  the  Service  of  the  Same  given  under  my  hand  at  a  Camp  near 
Abiall  Cobbs  this  10th  of  november  1780 

William  Jackson  Capt. 

The  Catawba  Historical  Association  went  on  record  as  follows  con¬ 
cerning  this  discharge  paper: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the  Catawba  County  Historical  Association,  Inc.,  has 
examined  the  original  discharge  of  Ebenezer  Fairchild  as  a  private  in  Capt. 
William  Jackson’s  Company,  Col.  Benjamin  Cleveland’s  Regiment  of  North 
Carolina  Militia  issued  on  November  10,  1780,  and  signed  by  William  Jackson, 
Capt. 

We  have  also  examined  public  documents  written  by  William  Jackson  and 
signed  by  him,  and  comparison  of  these  with  the  discharge  shows  the  writing  to 
be  identical  and  made  by  the  same  person. 
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This,  with  other  evidence,  convinces  us  that  the  discharge  is  the  original, 
and  we  accept  it  as  genuine. 

The  above  statement  was  signed  by  Mrs.  Pearl  Miller  Tomlinson, 
President,  and  Mrs.  Maude  Plonk,  Secretary,  of  the  Catawba  Historical 
Association  in  the  presence  of  a  notary  public  on  June  16,  1959.  Dr.  J.  E. 
Hodges,  a  past  president  of  the  Association,  has  had  in  his  possession  for 
many  years  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  discharge  and  other  papers.  On  May  29, 
1959,  Dr.  Hodges  made  a  notarized  statement  concerning  the  papers,  how 
they  came  into  his  possession,  and  what  the  traditions  were  in  his  native 
community  concerning  Ebenezer  Fairchild.  In  order  to  develop  the  Fair- 
child  story  more  nearly  in  chronological  order,  information  provided  by 
Dr.  Hodges  is  used  later. 

The  Fairchild  name  has  been  known  in  America  from  very  early 
times.  In  order  to  avoid  omitting  what  seems  to  be  reliable  information 
without  the  research  necessary  to  document  it,  statements  about  Ebenezer 
Fairchild  and  his  forbears  are  taken  from  a  letter  from  Miss  Ruth  Danne- 
felser,  Reference  Fibrarian,  in  the  public  library  of  Morristown,  New 
Jersey. 

Thomas  Fairchild,  merchant,  came  from  England  to  Stratford,  Conn., 
about  1638-9.  His  wife  Sarah,  daughter  of  Robert  Seabrooke.  This  was  his  first 
wife.  (He  married  Catherine  Craigg  second.)  He  died  Dec.  14,  1670.  Thomas 
was  born  about  1610. 

Zachariah  Fairchild,  born  Dec.  14,  1651,  died  1703,  and  was  6th  of  7  chil¬ 
dren  of  Thomas  and  Sarah.  In  1681  he  married  Hannah,  the  daughter  of  John 
Beach,  Sr.  (Hannah  married  1708  John  Burritt  as  her  second  husband.) 

Caleb  Fairchild,  born  Sept.  10,  1693,  was  5th  of  9  children  of  Zachariah 
and  Hannah.  He  married  Ann  Sherwood  (or  Ann  Sherwood  Trowbridge).  Ann 
was  born  1691,  died  April  6,  1777.  They  settled  in  Whippany,  New  Jersey,  in 
1742  and  were  communicants  of  the  1st  Presbyterian  Church  in  Morristown  in 
1742.  (Some  records  state  that  Caleb  settled  at  Whippany  in  1735.) 

Ebenezer  Fairchild  married  Salome  Gobil  in  1750.  (The  name  is  variously 
spelled — Goble,  Gobil,  etc.)  Ebenezer  apparently  became  a  member  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  Church  in  1756.  (The  name  of  Gobel  appears  among  the  list  of  the  original 
11  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  but  not  that  of  Fairchild.) 

Ebenezer  Fairchild  and  his  family  were  a  part  of  the  “Jersey  Settle¬ 
ment” — the  migration  and  settlement  of  a  large  number  of  families  from 
New  Jersey  to  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  It  took  place  during  the 
middle  of  the  Eighteenth  Century.  During  a  part  of  this  time  Ebenezer 
Fairchild  kept  a  diary  in  which  there  is  reference  to  his  returning  to  New 
Jersey  on  December  28  and  reaching  there  January  15-6,  1758.  Among 
other  Fairchild  papers  in  Dr.  J.  E.  Hodges’  possession,  is  a  letter  of  August 
23,  1761,  from  the  Baptist  Church  of  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  to  a  church 
of  the  same  faith  in  “Roan”  (Rowan)  County,  North  Carolina.  These 
papers  confirm  Ebenezer  Fairchild  of  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  as  the 
Ebenezer  Fairchild  who  settled  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina. 

On  November  24,  1772,  Ebenezer  Fairchild  made  a  memorandum 
concerning  a  meeting  held  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  Dutchmans  Creek 
Baptist  Church  in  what  is  now  Davie  but  then  Rowan  County.  At  a  later 
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meeting  he  was  appointed  “dark”  and  kept  the  minutes  for  this  early 
church  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  ten  charter  members.  This  church  was 
attended  by  Frosts  and  Boones,  and  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Boone  became 
one  of  its  pastors  after  its  reorganization  under  the  name  of  Eaton’s  Baptist 
Church  which  is  still  active.  Minutes  of  the  Dutchmans  Creek  and  Eaton’s 
Churches  are  in  the  library  of  Wake  Forest  College,  Winston-Salem, 
North  Carolina.  How  long  Ebenezer  Fairchild  had  lived  in  the  Dutchmans 
Creek  area  before  the  establishment  of  the  church  there  is  not  known; 
but  his  neighbor  and  contemporary,  William  Frost,  who  also  apparently 
was  a  part  of  the  Jersey  Settlement,  had  owned  land  there  since  1762. 
William  Frost’s  son  Ebenezer  married  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  daughter  Sarah 
and  thus  established  the  significance  of  the  Fairchild  story  among  Frost 
descendants. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  J.  E.  Hodges  on  May  12,  1959,  contains  interesting 
facts  about  Ebenezer  Fairchild  which  follow. 

Fairchild  moved  from  the  Dutchmans  Creek  section  (now  Davie  Co., 
N.  C.)  prior  to  the  Revolution  to  Lewis  Fork  (now  Wilkes  Co.,  N.  C.).  About 
1783  he  went  over  into  what  is  now  Watauga  Co.,  and  acquired  a  200  acre  farm 
and  settled  there.  He  preserved  his  papers  in  a  small  leather  trunk.  He  gave  his 
farm  to  Cyrus,  his  youngest  son,  who  lived  and  died  on  this  farm  and  is  bur¬ 
ied  there.  He  (Cyrus)  seems  to  have  acquired  his  father’s  papers  and  the  little 
leather  trunk.  This  trunk  was  lined  with  some  old  English  newspapers,  dated  in 
the  early  1700’s. 

Cyrus  had  two  daughters,  Rachel  and  Clara.  Rachel  married  a  Smith 
[Bennett  Smith  on  March  14,  1844],  who  deserted  her  after  a  brief  period. 
These  two  daughters  inherited  the  farm  and  spent  their  lives  there.  I  distinctly 
remember  seeing  “Aunt  Clara”  a  few  months  before  her  death  in  1889.  I  was 
five  years  old  at  the  time.  They  reared  an  orphan  boy,  Wyatt  Hayes,  who  was 
born  about  1840,  and  gave  him  the  farm  to  care  for  them  in  their  old  age. 

Cyrus  Fairchild  died  in  1853.  When  I  was  a  young  man,  I  talked  with  old 
men  who  had  known  Cyrus  and  had  heard  him  talk  about  his  father  being  in  the 
Battle  of  Kings  Mountain.  I  distinctly  remember  two  men  who  told  me  this  and 
also  that  Capt.  William  Jackson  often  told  their  fathers  that  Ebenezer  [Fair- 
child]  was  in  his  company  at  Kings  Mountain.  Capt.  Jackson  lived  in  1780  on 
Lewis  Fork  near  Ebenezer  but  later  moved  near  Howards  Creek  in  the  Fair- 
child  community.  .  .  . 

After  Rachel’s  and  Clara's  deaths  any  little  property  they  had  fell  to  Wyatt 
Hayes  and  was  carefully  preserved  by  him  until  his  death,  then  divided  by  his 
children.  My  boyhood  home  is  only  one  mile  from  the  Fairchild  farm,  and  I 
grew  up  with  the  children  of  Wyatt  Hayes,  and  it  was  from  them  that  I  ob¬ 
tained  a  few  of  the  Fairchild  papers. 

Among  the  Fairchild  papers  in  Dr.  Hodges’  possession  in  1959  was 
Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  unsigned  will  dated  November  1,  1790.  It  was  not  in 
Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  handwriting  but  was  properly  drafted  ready  for  his 
signature  and  for  those  of  witnesses.  Not  having  his  signature,  it  naturally 
was  not  proved  in  court  after  his  death;  but  it  does  have  genealogical  sig¬ 
nificance  in  that  it  contained  the  name  of  his  wife  Mary  (not  the  name  of 
his  wife  of  earlier  years)  and  the  names  of  the  following  children:  Cyrus, 
youngest  son;  Abuid,  oldest  son;  Abijah,  second  son;  Salome,  a  daughter; 
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Abigail,  a  daughter;  and  Meheteble,  a  daughter.  It  failed  to  include  the 
names  of  other  girls  known  or  thought  to  have  been  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s 
daughters.  Sketches  follow  on  each  of  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  children  whose 
identity  has  been  established. 

1 .  Sarah  Fairchild,  who  married  Ebenezer  Frost,  appears  by  all  counts 
to  have  been  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  first  child  by  his  first  wife,  Salome 
Goble  Fairchild,  whom  he  married  in  1750.  So  far  as  the  Frosts  are  con¬ 
cerned,  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  most  significant  writing  was  not  preserved 
in  the  small  leather  trunk  but  was  recorded  in  the  marriage  files  of  Rowan 
County,  North  Carolina.  Now  in  the  North  Carolina  Archives  is  a  small 
piece  of  paper  with  the  following  in  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  handwriting: 

North  Calinah  Roan  County  In  the  year  of  our  lord  1769  Desembour  the 
3  Day  pleas  to  grant  Ebenezer  Frost  licens  to  mary  Sarah  Fair  Child  and  in  so 
doing  you  will  a  blige  your  friend. 

Ebeneser  fair  Child. 

The  bond  for  this  marriage  was  dated  two  days  later,  December  5, 
1769;  and  it  is  assumed  that  the  marriage  took  place  a  few  days  after  that. 
Four  children — John,  Mary  (Polly),  Milicent,  and  Ebenezer  Frost,  Jr. — 
are  thought  to  have  been  born  to  this  union.  Unfortunately  Ebenezer  Fair- 
child  discontinued  his  diary  before  the  death  of  his  daughter  Sarah.  No 
record  has  been  found  to  determine  when  she  died  or  where  she  is  buried, 
but  it  is  assumed  that  she  died  between  February,  1774,  and  November  2, 
1775.  On  the  former  date  Ebenezer  Frost,  Jr.,  was  born;  on  the  latter 
Ebenezer  Frost,  Sr.,  signed  the  bond  for  his  second  marriage.  Sarah  Fair- 
child  Frost,  first  wife  of  Ebenezer  Frost,  probably  was  buried  in  one  of  the 
old  graves  without  an  inscribed  tombstone  in  the  Old  Frost  Burying 
Ground,  near  Cana,  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina.  (For  additional 
information  on  Sarah  Fairchild  Frost,  her  husband,  and  her  descendants, 
see  the  Ebenezer  Frost  ( 1746-1824 )  and  succeeding  sections  of  Chapter 

I.) 

2.  Ann  Fairchild  is  thought  to  have  been  one  of  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s 
numerous  daughters.  Nothing  is  known  about  her  except  that  among  her 
father’s  papers  was  a  receipt  for  the  delivery  and  payment  of  some  dry 
goods  billed  to  her  and  paid  for  by  Ebenezer  Frost,  presumably  her 
brother-in-law. 

3.  Abuid  Fairchild  was  named  in  his  father’s  unsigned  will  as  his 
oldest  son.  No  record  has  been  found  of  his  marriage;  but  he  is  reported 
to  have  moved  across  the  mountains  from  Lewis  Fork  in  Wilkes  County, 
North  Carolina,  to  Carter  County,  Tennessee,  after  1785. 

4.  Salome  Fairchild,  presumably  named  for  her  mother,  was  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  unsigned  will  of  1790.  No  other  information  on  her  is  avail¬ 
able. 

5.  Abijah  Fairchild,  named  in  the  will  as  Ebenezer’s  second  son, 
on  March  17,  1795,  made  bond  for  his  marriage  to  Vilet  Gullet,  daughter  of 
David  and  Mary  Gullet  (or  name  of  similar  spelling — Wilkes  County 
Marriage  Records  and  Will  Book  3,  p.  98).  Abijah  Fairchild  is  reported 
to  have  lived  and  died  on  Lewis  Fork.  He  is  thought  to  have  been  the 
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father  of  Abijah  (Jr.)  who  married  Katherine  Vannoy  on  November  30, 
1831,  and  of  Elizabeth  Fairchild  who  married  Jesse  Vannoy  on  September 
20,  1837.  The  latter  is  thought  to  have  been  the  ancestor  of  the  Vannoys 
who  later  settled  in  Hancock  County,  Tennessee,  and  still  later  in  neigh¬ 
boring  Claiborne  County. 

6.  Abigil  Fairchild  had  not  yet  married  James  Jackson  when  her 
name  was  included  in  her  father’s  unsigned  will  in  1790.  The  bond  for  her 
marriage  was  dated  December  21,  1799  ( Wilkes  County  Marriage  Rec¬ 
ords).  Her  husband  was  administrator  of  her  father’s  estate  in  Ashe 
County  in  1806. 

7.  Meheteble  Fairchild  was  named  as  a  daughter  in  the  unsigned 
will  of  1790.  No  other  information  on  her  has  come  to  the  attention  of 
the  writer. 

8.  Cyrus  Fairchild  was  named  in  his  father’s  unsigned  will  as  his 
youngest  son;  but  Cyrus  may  not  have  remained  the  youngest  child.  As 
indicated  earlier,  he  lived  and  died  on  the  land  on  Howards  Creek  near 
Boone,  North  Carolina,  which  his  father  had  given  him.  When  Ebenezer 
Fairchild  first  settled  on  Howards  Creek,  the  area  was  a  part  of  Wilkes 
County;  but  in  1799  it  became  a  part  of  Ashe  County  and  remained  so 
until  the  formation  of  Watauga  County  in  1849.  The  Minutes  of  the 
Superior  Court  of  Ashe  County  for  1 808  indicate  that  Cyrus  Fairchild  was  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  The  name  of  Cyrus  Fairchild’s  wife  and  the  date  of 
their  wedding  is  not  known;  but  they  had  two  daughters — Rachel,  who  was 
born  July  28,  1797,  and  died  October  19,  1880,  and  Clara,  who  was  born 
March  4,  1804,  and  died  June  12,  1889.  These  dates  are  taken  from 
their  tombstones  on  the  home  place  on  Howards  Creek.  Nearby  is 
their  father’s  with  this  inscription:  “C.  F.  Died  Nov.  1853.”  Both  Rachel 
and  Clara,  Cyrus  Fairchild’s  only  children,  died  childless. 

Not  much  was  recorded  on  Ebenezer  Fairchild  after  he  settled  on 
Howards  Creek  in  what  is  now  Watauga  County,  North  Carolina;  but  he  is 
reported  to  have  been  a  delegate  from  Three  Forks  Church  on  New  River 
in  Wilkes  County  to  a  Baptist  Association  in  1793.  This  church  was  within 
the  vicinity  of  his  home  on  Howards  Creek.  On  September  25,  1797, 
Ebenezer  Fairchild  sold  150  acres  of  his  land  at  the  head  of  Howards 
Creek  to  Joseph  Stonecypher.  This  transaction  was  recorded  later  in  Ashe 
County  ( Ashe  County  Deed  Book  B,  p.  503). 

Among  the  William  Dickson  Papers  on  file  in  the  library  of  the 
University  of  North  Carolina  is  the  marriage  license  of  an  Ebenezer  Fair- 
child  to  Sally  Durham  in  Burke  County,  North  Carolina.  The  date  is  not 
easily  read.  It  appears  to  be  either  February  4,  1804,  or  February  4,  1808. 
If  the  latter  date  is  correct,  Sally  Durham  could  not  have  married  the 
Ebenezer  Fairchild  whose  estate  was  being  administered  in  Ashe  County 
in  1806  by  his  son-in-law,  as  indicated  by  excerpts  from  the  Minutes  of 
the  May  Term  of  Superior  Court  for  that  year:  .  .  ordered  that  Com¬ 

missioners  for  dividing  and  valueing  estate  of  Eben.  Fairchild,  dec’d.  be 
allowed  1.00  each  .  .  .  that  returns  of  James  Jackson  adm.  of  Ebenezer 
Fairchild  deed,  be  accepted,  and  that  the  surveyor  sign  the  plots  and  that 
adm.  be  allowed  40.94  for  his  services.” 
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In  order  to  get  Ebenezer  Fairchild’s  military  service  recognized  by 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  and  made  a  part  of  the  records  of  that  society, 
the  writer  made  application  for  membership  in  the  Tennessee  Society  of 
the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  at  Knoxville,  using  a  photocopy  of  Ebenezer 
Fairchild’s  discharge  as  the  chief  evidence  of  service.  Membership  Number 
720  was  granted  August  15,  1959. 


Chapter  111 

THE  BOONE  FAMILY,  ANCESTORS 
AND  OTHER  RELATIVES 


The  purpose  of  this  chapter  is  not  to  give  a  complete  account  of  the 
Boone  family  but  to  trace  from  its  early  history  that  line  of  the  Boones 
which  descended  to  John  Boone’s  daughter  Rebecca  who  married  John 
Frost  of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  August  21,  1793.  Attention  will 
be  given  also  to  Boones  of  later  generations  whose  marriages  associated 
them  with  other  related  families  who  settled  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community 
of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  during  the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century. 

George  Boones  1  and  11 

The  earliest  known  Boone,  so  far  as  reasonable  authenticity  goes,  was 
George  Boone  I,  who  resided  near  the  City  of  Exeter  in  Devonshire,  Eng¬ 
land.  His  wife’s  name  is  not  known;  but  his  son  George  Boone  II,  a  black¬ 
smith,  married  Sarah  Uppey,  according  to  recorded  stories  of  the  Boone 
family.  “He  died  age  60;  and  she  80  years,  and  never  an  aching  Bone,  or 
decay'd  Tooth,”  wrote  their  great-grandson  James  Boone  on  March  21, 
1788. 
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George  Boone  III,  son  of  George  II  and  Sarah  Uppey  Boone,  was 
born  at  Stoak,  a  village  near  the  City  of  Exeter,  in  1666.  He  was  a  weaver 
and  married  Mary  Maugridge,  who  was  born  in  1669  in  Bradninch,  eight 
miles  from  Exeter.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Milton  Mau¬ 
gridge.  George  III  and  Mary  Maugridge  Boone  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  when  they  decided  to  leave  their  village  of  Callumpton,  Devon¬ 
shire,  near  Exeter,  and  come  to  America. 

In  Callumpton,  George  and  Mary  Maugridge  Boone  were  members 
of  the  Society  of  Friends  from  which  they  took  a  letter  of  recommendation 
to  the  Society  of  Friends  in  America.  The  Boone  family,  like  other 
Quakers,  was  having  troubles  in  England.  The  new  Province  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania,  founded  by  one  of  the  few  Quakers  who  had  sufficient  wealth  and 
influence  to  do  so,  was  offering  both  a  haven  for  the  persecuted  of  all 
religions  and  an  abundance  of  land.  It  is  not  known  which  of  these 
considerations  was  uppermost  in  his  planning  when  George  Boone  III 
sent  three  of  his  children  to  get  first-hand  information  about  the  new 
country.  Some  time  before  1713  George  IV,  Sarah,  and  Squire  Boone, 
then  age  twenty-two,  twenty,  and  sixteen,  respectively,  took  ship  to 
America. 

Apparently  the  three  young  Boones  were  well  pleased  with  the  new 
land.  Squire  and  Sarah  never  returned  to  England.  It  is  thought  that 
George  Boone  IV  made  a  trip  back  to  Devonshire  to  report  to  his  father; 
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but  he  was  back  in  Pennsylvania  by  May  27,  1713,  when  he  married -an 
American  girl,  Deborah  Howell,  daughter  of  William  Howell.  Four  years 
later,  on  August  17,  1717,  George  Boone  III  and  the  remainder  of  his 
family  left  the  town  of  Bradninch  in  Devonshire  and  went  to  Bristol. 
There  they  set  sail  for  Philadelphia,  where  they  landed  September  29. 

For  a  while  the  entire  Boone  family  lived  at  Abingdon,  twelve  miles 
north  of  Philadelphia,  where  George  Boone  IV  had  married  and  lived  since 
1713;  but  they  did  not  remain  there  long.  Their  first  move  was  to  North 
Wales,  Gwenedd  Township,  southwest  of  Philadelphia.  In  1718  the 
younger  George  Boone  took  out  a  warrant  for  400  acres  of  land  in  Oley 
Township,  near  Reading.  The  elder  George  Boone  took  up  residence  in 
this  vicinity  by  1720  and  was  influential  in  having  the  new  township  named 
Exeter  in  honor  of  his  old  home  in  England.  He  first  built  a  log  house  in  the 
new  township,  but  in  1733  he  built  a  stone  house  which  was  still  standing 
two  centuries  later.  George  Boone  III  never  lived  in  his  stone  house.  He 
preferred  to  allow  his  children  to  move  into  the  new  house,  while  he  and 
Mary  remained  in  the  old  log  house  nearby.  When  George  Boone  III 
died,  it  is  said  that  his  remains  were  carried  into  the  stone  house  and 
from  there  to  the  Friends’  burying  ground.  In  keeping  with  the  custom 
of  the  Friends,  no  stone  marks  his  grave  or  that  of  his  wife  Mary.  In  an 
old  family  Bible  is  this  record:  “.  .  .  when  Grandfather  died  he  left  8 
children,  52  grandchildren  and  10  great-grandchildren  living,  in  all  70, 
being  as  many  persons  as  the  house  of  Jacob  when  he  came  into  Egypt.” 
May  the  writer  suggest  that  in  1962  the  descendants  of  George  Boone  III 
probably  outnumbered  the  Children  of  Israel  when  they  made  their  exodus 
from  Egypt? 

Listed  in  the  order  of  their  births,  George  III  and  Mary  Maugridge 
Boone’s  nine  children  were  George  IV,  Sarah,  Squire,  Mary,  John,  Joseph, 
Benjamin,  James,  and  Samuel  Boone.  Only  those  whose  names  are 
italicized  are  of  particular  significance  to  these  narratives.  These  three 
are  presented  below  in  a  convenient  arrangement  rather  than  in  the  order 
of  their  births. 

1.  Benjamin  Boone,  seventh  child  of  George  III  and  Mary  Maugridge 
Boone,  is  a  direct  ancestor  of  the  writer  and  is  the  subject  of  the  next 
section  of  this  chapter. 

2.  John  Boone,  fifth  child  of  George  III  and  Mary  Maugridge  Boone, 
is  a  key  figure  of  any  story  of  the  early  Boones  because  of  the  family  records 
which  he  preserved  and  passed  on  to  his  nephew  James  Boone,  who 
compiled  them  into  the  Old  Boone  Genealogy  from  which  most  of  the 
early  records  of  the  Boone  family  are  obtained. 

3.  Squire  Boone,  third  child  of  George  III  and  Mary  Maugridge 
Boone,  was  the  father  of  Daniel  Boone  the  famous  frontiersman.  Squire 
Boone’s  significance  to  this  genealogy,  however,  is  due  to  his  influence 
upon  his  nephew  John  Boone  in  settling  in  North  Carolina  in  the  area 
where  the  Frosts  of  New  Jersey  also  settled,  thereby  making  convenient 
a  later  marriage  between  the  Boone  and  Frost  families. 

Squire  Boone’s  main  reason  for  leaving  his  home  in  Pennsylvania  was 
his  clash  with  the  Society  of  Friends  over  the  marriages  of  two  of  his 
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children.  Squire  was  “disowned”  by  the  Friends  for  his  insistence  on  his 
son  Israel’s  right  to  marry  whom  he  pleased,  and  his  stubbornness  pre¬ 
vented  his  acceptance  of  their  offer  of  forgiveness  in  return  for  repentance. 
His  difficulties  with  the  Friends  caused  the  new  lands  to  the  southwest  to 
have  an  even  greater  appeal  to  Squire  Boone. 

On  April  11,  1750,  Squire  and  Sarah  Morgan  Boone  sold  their  land 
in  Berks  County  and  left  about  the  first  of  May  with  their  family,  in¬ 
cluding  their  sixteen-year-old  son  Daniel,  who  was  destined  to  become  the 
most  celebrated  frontiersman  in  America.  The  Boones  stopped  for  a  year 
or  more  in  Linville  Creek,  six  miles  north  of  Harrisonburg,  Virginia.  It 
was  not  until  the  late  autumn  of  1751,  or  some  time  in  1752,  that  Squire 
Boone  and  his  party  reached  the  Yadkin  Valley  in  North  Carolina.  For  his 
first  home  site  Squire  chose  a  hill  overlooking  the  Yadkin  River  in  the 
area  which  soon  became  a  part  of  Rowan  County  but  which  is  now  in 
Davidson  County.  At  the  first  County  Court  held  in  Salisbury  in  June, 
1753,  Squire  Boone  was  listed  as  one  of  the  fourteen  justices.  His  residence 
was  given  as  Boone’s  Ford.  Later  in  that  year,  on  December  29,  Squire 
acquired  land  on  the  western  side  of  the  Yadkin  River  in  what  is  now 
Davie  County,  but  Rowan  County  at  that  time.  The  grant  was  for  640 
acres  on  Bear  Creek  from  the  Earl  of  Granville. 

As  indicated  earlier,  the  primary  significance  of  Squire  Boone’s 
migration  to  North  Carolina,  so  far  as  these  narratives  are  concerned,  lies 
in  the  fact  that  he  was  accompanied  or  joined  soon  afterwards  by  his 
nephew  John  Boone,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Ann  Farmer  Boone.  Some  forty 
years  later,  on  August  21,  1793,  John  Boone’s  daughter  Rebecca  became 
the  wife  of  John  Frost,  whose  grandfather  William  Frost  settled  in  the  area 
a  few  years  later  than  the  Boones. 

Benjamin  Boone  ( 1706-1762 ) 

Benjamin  Boone,  seventh  child  of  George  III  and  Mary  Maugridge 
Boone,  was  born  in  Devonshire,  England,  on  July  16,  1706.  He  died  in 
Exeter  Township  of  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  during  the  year  1762. 
As  in  the  case  of  other  Quakers  of  his  day,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the 
exact  date  of  his  marriage  to  Ann  Farmer;  but  this  marriage  occurred  some 
time  between  August  3,  1726,  and  September  28,  of  the  same  year.  On 
the  former  date,  record  was  made  of  their  intention  of  marriage;  on  the 
latter,  report  was  made  that  the  marriage  had  been  performed  orderly. 
James  B.  Childs,  of  the  Library  of  Congress,  in  a  letter  of  May  6,  1961, 
to  the  writer  said:  “I  have  traced  Ann  Farmer  back  to  her  birthplace, 
Saffrom  Walden,  England.  She  was  the  daughter  of  John  Farmer,  a  well 
known  minister  among  the  Friends,  whose  Journal  of  his  American  trip 
has  been  printed  in  a  pamphlet  by  the  American  Antiquarian  Society, 
Worcester,  Massachusetts.  She  was  born  First  month,  3rd  day,  1701.” 
How  long  Ann  Farmer  Boone  lived  after  their  marriage  is  not  known; 
but  it  is  thought  that  her  only  child,  John  Boone,  was  born  in  1727.  It  is 
also  thought  that  Benjamin  Boone  went  outside  the  Quaker  fold  when 
he  married  his  second  wife  Susannah — surname  not  known — and  that  the 


John  Boone  (1727-1803)  61 

marriage  took  place  early  in  1737,  for  on  February  27,  of  that  year, 
Benjamin  was  in  disfavor  with  the  Society  of  Friends. 

Benjamin  Boone’s  five  children  by  his  second  wife,  listed  with  perti¬ 
nent  data  in  The  Boone  Family  by  Mrs.  Hazel  Spraker,  were  baptized 
August  6,  1753,  at  St.  Gabriel’s  Episcopal  Church,  Morlottan,  Berks 
County,  Pennsylvania.  By  this  time  John  Boone,  Benjamin’s  son  by  his 
first  wife  Ann  Farmer  Boone,  was  already  married  and  in  North  Carolina 
with  his  uncle  Squire  Boone.  On  January  5,  1762,  Benjamin  Boone  made 
his  will  which  was  proved  in  Berks  County  Court  on  October  27,  1762. 
The  bulk  of  his  estate  went  to  his  widow  Susannah  Boone  and  to  his 
children  by  this  second  marriage;  but  the  will  contained  one  provision 
which  is  of  great  genealogical  significance  to  some  of  his  descendants: 
“Also  I  give  my  eldest  son,  John  Boone,  the  sum  of  five  shillings.” 
Without  the  inclusion  of  this  nominal  bequest,  the  documentation  of  the 
relationship  between  John  Boone  and  his  father  might  have  been  difficult 
indeed. 


John  Boone  ( 1727-1803 ) 

Although  their  forbears  were  said  to  have  been  remarkably  well 
educated  for  their  time  and  place,  neither  John  Boone  nor  his  famous  first 
cousin  Daniel  Boone  seem  to  have  been  exposed  to  much  “book  learning.” 
John  Boone  seems  even  to  have  been  unable  to  sign  his  name,  since  he 
followed  the  practice  of  many  backwoodsmen  of  his  day  in  making  his 
“mark”  on  legal  documents.  John  Boone  is  thought  to  have  been  born  in 
Berks  County,  Pennsylvania,  in  1727,  the  only  child  of  Ann  Farmer 
Boone,  first  wife  of  Benjamin  Boone.  Since  approximately  nine  years 
elapsed  between  John  Boone’s  birth  and  his  father’s  second  marriage,  it  is 
likely  that  John  lived  in  the  home  of  his  uncle  Squire  while  his  father  was  a 
widower.  John  Boone  is  thought  to  have  married  before  settling  in  North 
Carolina,  but  neither  the  date  nor  the  place  is  known.  Although  there 
are  a  number  of  documents  to  prove  that  his  wife’s  first  name  was  Rebecca, 
no  record  has  been  found  to  indicate  anything  further  about  her  name  or 
family  connections.  On  December  21,  1753,  John  and  Rebecca  Boone 
received  a  grant  of  630  acres  from  the  Earl  of  Granville.  This  land  was  on 
Hunting  Creek  in  the  vicinity  of  what  is  now  Center  Church,  in  Davie 
County,  North  Carolina.  The  cabin  which  John  Boone  built  was  within  a 
few  miles  of  his  uncle  Squire  Boone  and  stood  until  a  few  years  ago. 
Since  there  is  no  mention  of  any  owners  of  adjoining  land  in  their  deed,  it 
is  assumed  that  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  were  among  the  very  earliest 
settlers  on  Hunting  Creek.  On  their  deed  is  the  notation,  “Delivered  to 
Squire  Boone.” 

John  Boone  was  buried  on  his  plantation  on  Hunting  Creek  due  west 
of  Mocksville,  county  seat  of  the  present  Davie  County.  The  exact  date  of 
his  death  is  not  known,  but  on  August  3,  1803,  letters  of  administration 
were  issued  to  Benjamin  Boone  and  John  Boone  (Jr.)  for  the  estate  of 
John  Boone,  deceased.  He  probably  died  in  July,  1803,  possibly  earlier. 
It  was  November  12,  of  that  year,  when  his  son-in-law  Mark  Whitaker,  in 
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Fayette  County,  Kentucky,  executed  power  of  attorney  to  Benjamin 
Boone  to  look  after  his  interests  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  John 
Boone,  deceased.  Rebecca  Boone,  widow  of  John  Boone,  made  a  will  on 
August  26,  1815,  in  which  she  named  her  granddaughter  Rebecca  Frost. 
As  her  will  was  probated  August  23,  1822  ( Rowan  County  Will  Book  H, 
p.  169),  she  probably  died  in  July  or  August,  1822.  It  is  assumed  that  she 
was  buried  by  John  Boone’s  side. 

On  November  6,  1806,  John  Boone’s  other  heirs  gave  to  John  Boone, 
Jr.,  a  deed  to  the  homestead  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  21,  p.  489).  From 
this  deed  and  other  reliable  sources,  including  Rebecca  Boone’s  will,  the 
names  of  their  nine  children  have  been  determined  as  follows:  Benjamin, 
Catherine  (Katie),  Mary,  Rebecca,  Sarah,  Nancy,  Elizabeth,  Hannah, 
and  John,  Jr.  A  short  sketch  on  each  follows. 

1.  Benjamin  Boone,  oldest  child  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone,  became 
a  Baptist  preacher.  He  married  Mary  Wilson,  daughter  of  John  Wilson.  After 
the  final  settlement  of  John  Boone’s  estate  in  1809,  the  Reverend  Benjamin 
Boone  with  all  his  family,  except  Sarah,  who  had  already  married  John 
Donaldson,  of  Iredel  County,  North  Carolina,  moved  to  Jefferson  County, 
Kentucky.  By  1812  the  family  had  moved  to  Bedford  or  Lincoln  County, 
Tennessee.  On  December  10,  of  that  year,  two  of  Benjamin  and  Mary 
Wilson  Boone’s  sons,  James  and  William,  enlisted  in  Bedford  County  for 
service  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  Reverend  Benjamin  Boone  and  his  family 
settled  in  Lincoln  County,  near  Booneville,  which  was  named  for  them. 
He  preached  at  the  Forks  Mulberry  Baptist  Church,  now  the  Mulberry 
Baptist  Church,  which  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  Baptist  church  in 
Lincoln  County.  Mary  Wilson  Boone  died  November  6,  1823,  according 
to  a  newspaper  account  of  the  day.  Later  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Boone 
married  Rebecca  Davis,  of  Mississippi.  The  time  of  his  death  and  the 
place  of  his  burial  are  not  known;  but  it  is  thought  that  he  died  in  Lincoln 
County,  Tennessee,  in  1836.  His  name  will  be  mentioned  in  the  next  sec¬ 
tion  of  this  chapter  in  connection  with  six  of  his  eleven  children  who 
figured  prominently  in  other  family  lines  included  in  this  book. 

2.  Catherine  (Katie)  Boone,  second  child  of  John  and  Rebecca 
Boone,  married  Mark  Whitaker.  They  seem  to  have  gone  to  Kentucky 
in  1783  and  located  in  Woodford  County,  or  what  later  became  Woodford 
County,  near  Versailles.  They  are  reported  to  have  moved  to  Lincoln 
County,  Tennessee,  about  1809.  Accompanying  the  Whitakers  were  Mark’s 
brother  John  Whitaker  and  his  friend  Hardy  Holman.  The  latter  also 
was  originally  from  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  and  founded  the 
Forks  Mulberry  Baptist  Church.  Among  Mark  and  Katie  Boone  Whitaker’s 
children  was  Marcus  Boone  Whitaker,  whose  son,  Colonel  William  Boone 
Whitaker,  was  the  father  of  Willie  Kate  Whitaker.  Willie  Kate  Whitaker 
married  William  Alexander  Frost,  son  of  Dr.  William  Daniel  and  Martha 
Lydia  Brown  Frost.  Cousin  Will  and  Cousin  Katie  Frost,  as  William 
Alexander  and  Willie  Kate  Whitaker  Frost  were  known  to  the  writer,  were 
the  maternal  grandparents  of  William  Frost  Hawkins,  who  has  rendered 
valuable  assistance  and  encouragement  in  the  production  of  the  nar¬ 
ratives  on  the  Boone,  Frost,  and  Wright  families. 
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3.  Mary  Boone,  third  child  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  of  Hunting 
Creek,  is  said  to  have  married  John  McDaniel  who  died  in  Kentucky 
about  1811.  Later  she  may  have  married  a  Dubois. 

4.  Rebecca  Boone,  fourth  child  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone,  married 
John  Frost  on  August  21,  1793.  She  died  in  1816  and  was  buried  in  the 
Frost  Burying  Ground,  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  near  Cana. 
Through  her  son  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  the  Boone  blood  and  heritage  have 
been  transmitted  to  the  writer  and  his  paternal  relatives.  A  more  detailed 
account  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost  is  found  in  the  Captain  John 
Frost  section  of  Chapter  I. 

5.  Sarah  Boone,  fifth  child  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone,  married  John 
Wilson,  brother  of  the  Mary  Wilson  who  married  the  Reverend  Benjamin 
Boone.  They  settled  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee. 

6.  Nancy  Boone,  sixth  child  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone,  married 
Jacob  Clifford,  who  is  reported  to  have  lost  his  life  in  the  Ohio  River. 

7.  Elizabeth  Boone,  seventh  child  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone, 
married  Samuel  Little.  They  also  settled  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee. 
They  were  the  parents  of  the  William  Little  who  married  Lucy  Caroline 
Clary. 

8.  Hannah  Boone,  eighth  child  of  John  and  Rebecca  Boone,  was  born 
May  25,  1779.  She  married  James  Penry.  Some  of  their  descendants  were 
still  living  in  Davie  County,  North  Carolina,  in  1960. 

9.  John  Boone,  Jr.,  settled  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  after  leav¬ 
ing  about  1815  the  old  Boone  homestead  which  he  purchased  from  other 
heirs  in  1806.  It  is  thought  that  this  family  of  Boones  settled  near  the 
present  Boonshill,  which  was  named  for  them. 

Much  of  the  information  on  John  Boone  and  his  children  was  ob¬ 
tained  from  James  B.  Childs,  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  and  from  Mrs. 
Louise  Eaton  Utley,  an  elderly  resident  of  Cana,  a  village  in  Davie  County, 
North  Carolina.  Both  have  been  students  of  the  Boone  family  for  many 
years,  particularly  of  John  Boone  and  his  descendants. 

Boone  Relatives  and  Neighbors 

The  usual  procedure  followed  in  this  book  is  to  discontinue  a  family 
name  where  it  merges  with  another  family  through  the  marriage  of  a  fe¬ 
male  ancestor  to  a  male  ancestor  of  the  other  family  line.  Because  of  their 
close  association  with  other  families  contained  in  this  book,  however,  it 
seemed  appropriate  to  continue  with  some  of  the  descendants  of  the 
Reverend  Benjamin  Boone,  brother  of  Rebecca  Boone  Frost.  The  Rever¬ 
end  Benjamin  and  Mary  Wilson  Boone’s  eleven  children,  listed  in  the 
order  of  their  births,  are  as  follows:  Sarah  (Sally),  John,  James,  William 
(Billy),  Reuben  Holman,  Mary  (Polly),  Samuel,  Rhoda,  Noah  Webster, 
Rebecca,  and  Daniel.  Biographical  sketches  are  limited  to  the  six  whose 
names  are  in  italics,  for  it  is  they  who  have  been  closely  associated  with 
the  characters  named  in  other  chapters  in  this  book.  Anyone  interested  in 
additional  information  on  any  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Boone’s  children 
is  referred  to  The  Boone  Family,  by  Mrs.  Hazel  Spraker,  Pages  471-475, 
with  the  caution  that  one  of  the  introductory  paragraphs  is  in  conflict 
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with  considerable  documentation.  Mrs.  Spraker  accepted  an  erroneous 
report  from  the  writer’s  great-grandfather,  Elder  John  Ebenezer  Frost, 
that  John  Frost  married  Sarah  (Sally)  Boone.  As  pointed  out  in  the 
Captain  John  Frost  section  of  Chapter  I,  a  number  of  indisputable  records 
confirm  the  marriage  of  John  Frost  to  Rebecca  Boone,  daughter  of  John 
and  Rebecca  Boone.  John  Frost  was  a  captain  in  the  War  of  1812  and 
not  a  general  in  the  Revolution. 

1.  Sarah  (Sally)  Boone,  first  child  of  Benjamin  and  Mary  Wilson 
Boone,  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  December  13,  1873, 
and  died  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  January  4,  1867,  according  to 
family  records.  On  an  unknown  date  she  married  John  Donaldson  of 
Iredel  County,  North  Carolina.  Although  the  Donaldsons  had  no  children, 
records  about  them  are  significant  in  family  history.  Judging  from  their 
land  grants,  they  seem  to  have  been  among  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first,  of 
the  Boones  to  settle  in  Bedford  or  Lincoln  County.  Their  first  grant  was 
entered  August  7,  1807,  in  what  later  became  the  Twenty-second  Civil 
District  of  Bedford  County.  The  Census  Report  of  1820  indicates  that 
they  were  living  at  that  time  on  another  tract  for  which  they  had  been 
given  a  grant  in  Lincoln  County.  John  Donaldson  seems  to  have  died 
before  1860,  when  the  census  report  lists  “Sally  Donaldson,  age  76,  a 
farmer,”  living  near  her  nephew  Benjamin  Boone,  age  30,  in  the 
Twenty-second  Civil  District  of  Bedford  County.  Her  home  is  thought 
to  have  been  on  or  near  the  site  of  the  Shofner  place  where  Alice  and 
Ada  Shofner  were  living  in  1962. 

Sarah  Boone  Donaldson  died  without  leaving  a  will.  Although  she  was 
the  first-born  child  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin  and  Mary  Wilson  Boone, 
she  seems  to  have  outlived  all  others.  At  least,  all  of  her  brothers  and 
sisters  seem  to  have  died  before  the  settlement  of  her  estate  which  oc¬ 
curred  between  April  26,  1870,  and  December  14,  1876  ( Bedford  County 
Administrations  and  Settlements,  Book  A,  pp.  244-245,  and  Book  B-l, 
pp.  551,  552,  and  703).  The  estate  was  divided  among  more  than  forty 
nieces  and  nephews  and  their  heirs.  Howard  Boone,  a  nephew,  was 
appointed  administrator  of  the  estate;  but  before  the  estate  was  completely 
settled,  he  moved  to  Texas  and  granted  to  Elder  John  E.  Frost,  Sarah 
Donaldson’s  second  cousin,  the  power  of  attorney  to  complete  the  settle¬ 
ment. 

2.  William  (Billy)  Boone,  fourth  child  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin 
and  Mary  Wilson  Boone,  according  to  family  records,  was  born  in  Rowan 
County,  North  Carolina,  December  12,  1790,  and  died  at  Flat  Creek,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  June  9,  1854.  On  March  25,  1824,  he  married  Sally  Howard, 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Stephens  Howard,  formerly  of  Rowan 
County,  North  Carolina,  but  living  then  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee. 
Sally  Howard  Boone  was  born  December  29,  1803,  and  died  January  13, 
1843.  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone’s  home  was  at  or  near  the  1962 
home  of  Marcus  Hix,  on  the  road  between  Flat  Creek  and  New  Hermon. 
They  are  thought  to  have  been  buried  in  a  family  cemetery  nearby;  but 
there  are  no  inscribed  markers  to  verify  this  assumption.  William  Boone 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  having  enlisted  for  service  on  December  10, 
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1812,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  with  his  brother  James,  according 
to  records  in  the  Tennessee  Archives.  They  served  under  Captain  John 
Wallace  and  Colonel  William  Hall. 

William  Boone  remarried  some  time  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife. 
The  Census  Report  of  1850  indicates  that  his  second  wife’s  name  was 
Margaret  and  that  she  was  fifty-two  years  of  age.  Her  family  connections 
have  not  been  made  available.  Apparently  William  Boone  left  a  will 
which  did  not  allow  for  his  widow  as  much  as  she  thought  was  lawfully  hers, 
for  on  September  4,  1854,  she  asked  the  Court  to  set  aside  the  will.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  this  court  record,  William  Boone  died  on  July  9,  1854,  one 
month  later  than  the  date  contained  in  family  records.  The  discrepancy  is 
due  probably  to  a  copy  error  on  the  part  of  someone  ( Bedford  County 
Court  Minutes,  1854,  p.  316). 

William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone  had  eleven  children  who  were  reared 
in  the  Flat  Creek  Community:  Howard,  Polly,  Rhoda,  Benjamin,  Faner, 
Sarah  Donaldson,  James,  Rebecca ,  Cener,  Viviana,  and  Daniel.  Bio¬ 
graphical  sketches  are  limited  to  the  six  whose  names  are  in  italics, 
for  it  is  they  who  were  closely  associated  with  other  families  included  in 
this  book. 

Howard  Boone,  first  child  of  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone,  has 
been  mentioned  previously  as  the  administrator  of  Sarah  Boone  Donald¬ 
son’s  estate.  He  was  born  December  22,  1824.  On  November  14,  1844, 
he  married  a  Flat  Creek  girl,  Elizabeth  Floyd.  Elijah  Floyd  Boone,  their 
first  child,  was  born  September  5,  1845,  and  became  an  outstanding 
minister  in  Texas.  There  were  eight  other  children,  including  William 
Boone  with  whom  the  writer’s  grandfather  Joshua  W.  Frost  corresponded 
as  late  as  1928.  This  was  the  year  the  Reverend  Elijah  Floyd  Boone  died. 
The  entire  Howard  Boone  family  seems  to  have  moved  to  Texas  in  1873. 

Polly  Boone,  second  child  of  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone,  was 
born  July  3,  1826,  and  died  near  Fayetteville,  Arkansas,  January  23,  1894. 
On  April  23,  1843,  she  married  a  cousin,  Thomas  Wright  Frost,  son  of 
Ebenezer  B.  and  Nancy  Wright  Frost.  They  had  a  family  of  nine  children, 
whose  names  are  not  listed  here,  since  the  family  moved  to  Washington 
County,  Arkansas,  some  time  before  the  Civil  War.  Their  names  and  in¬ 
formation  on  this  family  are  found  in  the  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  section  of 
Chapter  I. 

Rhoda  Boone,  third  child  of  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone,  was  , 
born  May  19,  1828,  and  died  January  9,  1887.  On  an  unknown  date  before 
1847  she  married  William  J.  Shofner,  who  was  born  May  3,  1819,  and 
died  February  25,  1907.  They  are  buried  in  the  Thompsons  Creek  Church 
Cemetery,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  where  the  dates  of  their  births 
and  deaths  are  inscribed  on  their  monument.  They  had  seven  children: 
Jeptha  Boone  Shofner,  who  married  Maggie  Tilford,  of  Wartrace,  Tennes¬ 
see;  James  Burnet  Shofner,  who  married  Cordelia  (Delia)  Emiline  Kimbro; 
Christopher  H.  Shofner,  who  married  Vinnie  Bendy;  George  Franklin 
Shofner,  who  married  1 )  Kate  Hix,  daughter  of  William  S.  and  Martha 
Ann  Word  Hix,  and  2)  Mary  Porter;  William  Haskel  Shofner,  who 
married  Cassie  Ferguson;  Elizabeth  May  Shofner,  who  married  Henry 
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Parker;  and  Daniel  Wilson  Shofner,  who  married  Florence  Seehorn. 

Benjamin  Boone,  fourth  child  of  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone, 
was  born  March  2,  1 830.  He  died  while  returning  home  from  the  Civil  War 
and  was  buried  on  Sand  Mountain  in  Alabama.  On  an  unknown  date  he 
married  Sarah  Jane  Parker,  daughter  of  Aaron  G.  and  Mary  Woodruff 
Parker.  Aaron  G.  Parker  was  the  older  brother  of  Joseph  Parker  ( 1 805— 
1885),  great-great-grandfather  of  the  writer  (Chapter  VIII).  Benjamin 
and  Sarah  Jane  Parker  Boone  lived  near  the  1962  home  of  Marcus  Hix, 
on  the  road  from  Flat  Creek  to  New  Hermon.  They  had  three  children — 
Henry,  Cener,  and  Josie.  Henry  Boone  was  born  June  11,  1855.  He  died 
July  9,  1885,  from  overwork  in  hot  weather  in  the  field.  He  is  buried  in  the 
family  cemetery  near  the  home  of  his  deceased  parents.  Cener  Boone 
married  Will  Templeton,  who  taught  school  at  Flat  Creek.  The  Templetons 
built  the  house  in  which  Marcus  Hix  was  living  in  1962.  They  later  sold 
their  home  to  John  Renegar  and  moved  to  Huntland,  in  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee,  where  they  are  buried  and  where  in  1959  their  son  Boone 
Templeton  lived.  Josie  Boone  never  married  but  lived  with  her  sister  Cener 
who  died  during  the  flu  epidemic  of  1918.  Josie,  who  died  a  week  later, 
was  said  to  have  died  from  a  broken  heart,  overcome  by  the  loss  of  her 
sister.  She  was  the  last  of  the  Boones  to  be  buried  in  the  family  cemetery 
on  Marcus  Hix’s  place,  but  no  inscribed  monument  was  erected  to  her. 

Faner  Boone,  fifth  child  of  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone,  was 
born  December  24,  1831.  According  to  The  Boone  Family,  by  Mrs.  Hazel 
Spraker,  Faner  Boone  married  1 )  a  Lyon  and  2)  a  Frost.  This  seems  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  memories  of  the  older  people  in  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity  in  1960.  They  remember  her  well  as  Faner  Lyon,  though  there  is 
not  agreement  as  to  her  first  husband’s  first  name.  It  is  reported  that  she 
had  two  children  by  her  first  marriage — Sarah  Lyon,  who  died  young,  and 
William  Boone  Lyon,  who  married  a  Crawford  girl.  Her  second  marriage 
was  to  a  cousin,  Dr.  William  Daniel  Frost,  a  widower;  but  the  marriage 
seems  to  have  been  unsuccessful  and  of  short  duration.  Whether  or  not  a 
divorce  was  granted,  she  was  later  known  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community 
as  Faner  Lyon.  The  writer’s  parents  report  that  as  a  widow  she  lived  for  a 
time  in  the  home  of  her  nephew  George  Franklin  Shofner  and  cared  for  his 
children  after  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Kate  Hix  Shofner.  She  is  reported 
to  have  died  about  1913  or  1914  and  to  have  been  buried  in  the  cemetery 
near  Hillsboro  Church,  in  Coffee  County,  Tennessee. 

Rebecca  Boone,  eighth  child  of  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone, 
was  born  November  18,  1836,  and  died  September  25,  1885.  She  married 
the  Reverend  Frank  E.  Lacy,  who  was  born  September  16,  1830,  and  died 
October  9,  1899.  They  are  buried  in  the  Thompsons  Creek  Church 
Cemetery,  where  inscriptions  on  their  monuments  record  the  dates  of  their 
births  and  deaths.  Frank  E.  and  Rebecca  Boone  Lacy  were  the  parents  of 
five  children — Daniel  Lacy,  a  teacher  who  went  to  California;  Albert 
Lacy,  a  physician,  who  went  to  Texas;  Emma  Lacy,  who  married  Jim 
Bramblett;  Lula  Lacy,  who  married  Robert  Willis;  and  Justin  Lacy,  a 
physician,  who  married  Georgia  Lee  Bennett. 

3.  Mary  (Polly)  Boone,  sixth  child  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin  and 
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Mary  Wilson  Boone,  was  born  January  1,  1797.  She  is  said  to  have  married 
Lemuel  Broadaway,  who  is  mentioned  frequently  in  records  involving  the 
Frosts  and  other  families  contained  in  this  book.  Apparently  she  had  died 
by  1850,  for  the  census  report  for  that  year  does  not  list  her  in  Lemuel 
Broadaway’s  household.  Instead,  there  is  listed  a  forty-one-year-old  woman 
by  the  name  of  Elizabeth.  James  B.  Childs  asserts,  however,  that  Lemuel 
Broadaway’s  second  wife  was  Sarah  Darmady.  Perhaps  she  had  been  a 
widow — Mrs.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Darmady,  since  three  Darmady  children 
were  listed  in  Lemuel  Broadaway’s  home.  In  spite  of  his  second  marriage, 
Lemuel  Broadaway  seems  to  have  remained  on  cordial  terms  with  his  first 
wife’s  relatives,  for  on  September  1 ,  1 85 1,  he  became  guardian  of  Rhoda  M. 
Reagor,  a  minor  heir  of  Anthony  and  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor  ( Bedford 
County  Court  Minutes  Book  A,  p.  346). 

4.  Samuel  Boone,  seventh  child  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin  and  Mary 
Wilson  Boone,  was  born  October  6,  1801,  and  died  March  22,  1860.  On 
an  unknown  date  he  married  Cynthia  Carriger,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and 
Catherine  Carriger.  The  Carrigers  came  to  Lincoln  County  from  Carter 
County,  Tennessee,  but  had  previously  come  from  Berks  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania.  One  of  the  nine  children  of  Samuel  and  Cynthia  Carriger  Boone 
was  Fannie  Adelaide  Boone,  who  married  Bennett  Walker  Childs  and 
became  the  mother  of  Trail  B.  Childs,  the  father  of  James  B.  Childs,  whose 
research  has  contributed  considerably  to  the  available  information  on  the 
Boone  family.  Bennett  Walker  Childs  was  a  physician  and  served  in  the 
Confederacy.  After  the  war  he  took  his  family  to  Venezuela,  where  he 
died  in  October,  1867,  whereupon  his  family  returned  to  Lincoln  County, 
Tennessee. 

5.  Rhoda  Boone,  eighth  child  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin  and  Mary 
Wilson  Boone,  was  born  November  17,  1803,  and  died  April  23,  1846.  On 
December  10,  1820,  she  married  Anthony  Wayne  Reagor,  son  of  Anthony 
and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor.  He  was  born  June  18,  1797,  and  died  June  8, 
1846.  They  are  buried  in  the  old  Boone  Family  Cemetery  on  the  farm 
owned  in  1962  by  Marcus  Hix.  Additional  information  on  this  family  is 
contained  in  the  Children  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor  section 
of  Chapter  V. 

6.  Noah  Webster  Boone,  ninth  child  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin  and 
Mary  Wilson  Boone,  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina, 
August  30,  1807.  He  died  at  Rolla,  Missouri,  July  7,  1860,  while  on  his 
way  to  St.  Louis  to  buy  goods  for  his  mercanti’e  store  near  Stella,  Mis¬ 
souri.  On  September  17,  1835,  he  married  in  Washington  County,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  Minerva  Jane  Trammell,  who  was  born  in  Boone  County,  Missouri, 
May  24,  1819,  and  died  in  McDonald  County,  Missouri,  August  1,  1870. 
There  were  several  children  in  this  family,  including  Minerva  Boone,  who 
was  born  in  McDonald  County,  Missouri,  January  21,  1849,  and  died  at 
Newtonia,  Missouri,  May  7,  1926.  On  May  27,  1869,  Minerva  Boone 
became  the  second  wife  of  David  Patten  Weems,  who  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  Tennessee,  February  8,  1838,  and  died  at  Newtonia,  in  Newton 
County,  Missouri,  September  2,  1912.  Apparently  he  had  lived  for  a  time 
in  or  near  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  for  his  first  wife  was  Amanda 
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Reagor,  daughter  of  Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor.  Amanda 
Reagor  and  Minerva  Boone,  David  Patten  Weems’s  two  wives,  were  first 
cousins;  but  it  is  doubtful  if  they  ever  saw  each  other.  Amanda  Reagor’s 
story  is  in  the  Children  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor  section  of 
Chapter  V.  There  was  one  son,  Emmit  Hume  Weems,  born  to  David 
Patten  Weems’s  first  marriage.  To  the  second  marriage  was  born  Georgia 
Dot  Weems  Briggs,  whose  application  for  membership  in  the  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution  and  other  information  supplied  by  her  have  been 
the  sources  of  most  of  the  facts  about  Noah  Webster  Boone’s  family. 

The  Boones  who  were  best  known  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community,  of 
course,  were  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone  and  the  six  of  their  children 
who  married  Flat  Creek  people  or  who  lived  there  during  their  adult  lives. 
The  last  male  by  the  name  of  Boone  who  lived  in  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity  seems  to  have  been  William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone’s  grandson 
Henry  Boone,  mentioned  previously  as  having  died  in  1885  at  the  age  of 
thirty.  Boone  relationships,  traditions,  and  memories  remain  among  the 
older  people  of  the  community;  but  within  another  generation  there  will  be 
few,  if  any,  who  will  have  any  knowledge  of  the  former  residence  of  the 
Boone  family  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community.  Even  now  most  of  the  Boone 
descendants,  typical  of  the  early  Boones,  have  moved  on  to  other  places. 


Chapter  IV 

THE  WRIGHT  FAMILY,  SEVEN  GENERATIONS 

FROM  1633  TO  1854 


Genealogically  without  doubt,  and  perhaps  otherwise,  the  Wright 
family  is  the  best  established  of  the  writer’s  ancestry.  The  first  five  genera¬ 
tions  of  the  Wright  family  in  America  required  very  little  of  his  own  per¬ 
sonal  research.  Most  of  the  facts  and  narratives  on  Richard  Wright  and  the 
succeeding  four  generations  have  been  obtained  from  two  magazine 
articles  by  Charles  Arthur  Hoppin.  The  first  article,  “Some  Descendants  of 
Richard  Wright,  Gentleman  of  London,  England,  and  Northumberland, 
Virginia,”  was  published  in  1919;  the  other,  “The  Washington- Wright 
Connection  and  Some  Descendants  of  Major  Francis  and  Anne  (Washing¬ 
ton)  Wright,”  in  1923.  The  former  article  -is  found  in  Tyler's  Quarterly 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Magazine,  Volume  I,  Pages  127  and  177;  the 
latter  in  Volume  IV,  Number  3,  January,  1923.  In  1932  Hoppin  completed 
his  research  and  published  a  three-volume  work,  The  Washington  Ancestry 
.  .  .  and  Forty  Related  Families.  Charles  Arthur  Hoppin  appears  to  have 
been  a  genealogist  of  note,  having  had  at  the  same  time  residences  in  both 
Worcester,  Massachusetts,  and  London,  England.  In  one  of  his  articles  he 
stated  that  he  had  searched  records  in  a  number  of  Virginia  counties  to  the 
point  of  exhaustion.  Any  reader  interested  in  details  or  in  documentation  is 
urged  to  visit  a  library  with  a  genealogy  section  and  to  study  the  above 
named  articles.  For  those  who  might  like  to  become  familiar  with  some  of 
the  history  of  the  Wright  family  but  who  might  not  find  it  convenient  to  read 
the  magazine  articles,  the  story  is  included  here  in  brief.  Since  the  Hoppin 
articles  are  so  well  documented,  it  is  felt  that  other  references  or  documen¬ 
tation  for  material  taken  from  these  articles  would  be  superfluous.  Refer¬ 
ence  to  documents  and  other  records  will  be  resumed,  however,  at  that 
point  in  the  Wright  story  where  the  writer  must  depend  either  upon  his  own 
research  or  upon  that  of  others  not  so  well  established  as  genealogical  re¬ 
searchers. 

This  story  of  the  Wright  family  begins  in  1633  with  the  birth  of 
Richard  Wright  in  London,  England,  and  ends  in  Bedford  County,  Tennes¬ 
see,  with  the  death  in  1854  of  Nancy  Wright  Steed,  Richard  Wright’s 
great-great-great-great-granddaughter.  Richard  Wright  is  the  earliest 
known  of  this  branch  of  the  Wright  family  and  the  first  to  come  to  America. 
Nancy  Wright,  through  her  marriage  to  Ebenezer  B.  Frost,  brought  about 
the  fusion  of  four  families  of  western  North  Carolina — Frost,  Fairchild, 
Boone,  and  Wright — into  the  ancestry  of  her  descendants.  More  genera¬ 
tions  of  the  descendants  of  these  four  families  have  lived  in  the  Flat 
Creek  Community  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  than  lived  in  North 
Carolina  before  Ebenezer  and  Nancy  Wright  Frost  migrated  from  that 
state  to  “the  Western  Country.” 
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Richard  Wright  ( 1633-1663 ) 

Richard  Wright,  our  immigrant  ancestor,  first  appears  on  record  in 
America  on  August  20,  1655.  In  a  deposition  made  on  that  day  he  gave  his 
age  as  twenty-two  or  thereabouts  thus  placing  his  birth  date  at  about  1633. 
It  is  unlikely  that  he  had  been  in  America  much  earlier  and  quite  certain 
that  he  had  no  close  relatives  in  America  when  he  came.  On  May  29,  1656, 
he  described  himself  in  an  agreement  with  Hugh  Lee  of  Virginia  as 
“Richard  Wright  of  London,  merch  being  homeward  bound.”  About  two 
months  before  returning  to  England  in  May,  1657,  he  had  married  Ann 
Mottrom,  bom  in  England  in  1639,  the  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Mottrom. 
At  the  time  of  this  marriage  the  Mottroms  lived  at  Chicacoan,  Northumber¬ 
land  County,  Virginia.  Colonel  Mottrom  was  one  of  the  founders  of 
Northumberland  County  and  its  first  representative  in  the  Virginia  House 
of  Burgesses.  Richard  Wright  became  the  administrator  of  his  father-in- 
law’s  estate. 

The  numerous  references  to  “Richard  Wright,  Gent.,”  in  the 
Northumberland  and  Westmoreland  County  records  indicate  that  he  was  a 
young  man  of  marked  executive  ability.  He  won  the  judgement  which  he 
sought  in  thirty  lawsuits  in  which  he  became  involved.  In  1661  he  and  his 
brother-in-law,  Colonel  Nicholas  Spencer,  obtained  a  patent  to  1100  acres 
of  land  at  Pascattaway  on  the  Potomac  River.  A  part  of  this  land  was 
acquired  later  by  the  Washington  family  and  included  the  present  site  of 
the  famous  Mount  Vernon.  Previously,  in  1658,  he  had  secured  patent  to 
2200  acres  between  the  Lower  Machados  River  and  Nomini  Bay  on  the 
Potomac.  This  tract  became  the  lifetime  estate  of  his  son  Francis  Wright, 
who  further  distinguished  the  family  name  in  the  early  history  of  West¬ 
moreland  County,  Virginia. 

Richard  Wright  died  at  Coan,  Northumberland  County,  Virginia,  at 
the  age  of  thirty  years.  His  will,  dated  August  16,  1663,  and  proved  on  the 
following  December  10,  named  his  wife  Ann,  his  sons  Mottrom  and 
Francis,  his  daughter  Ann,  and  a  cousin  in  London. 

Mottrom  Wright,  son  of  Richard  and  Ann  Mottrom  Wright,  married 
Ruth  Griggs  about  1684.  In  1699  he  moved  to  London  where  he  died 
about  1700.  Ann  Wright,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Ann  Mottrom  Wright, 
married  George  Nicholas  Hacke.  Francis  Wright,  son  of  Richard  and  Ann 
Mottrom  Wright,  married,  1)  Anne  Washington  and  2)  Martha  Cox, 
daughter  of  Vincent  Cox,  of  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia.  As  Francis 
Wright  is  in  the  direct  line  of  descent  from  Richard  Wright  to  the  union  of 
the  Wright  and  Frost  families  four  generations  later,  he  will  be  the  subject 
of  the  next  section  of  this  chapter. 

Ann  Mottrom  Wright,  Richard  Wright’s  widow,  married  David  Fox  by 
whom  she  had  two  children — William  and  Elizabeth  Fox.  David  Fox  died  in 
1669.  Ann’s  third  marriage  was  to  Colonel  St.  Ledger  Codd  in  1670.  Five 
children  may  have  been  born  to  this  marriage — James,  Berkley,  St.  Leger, 
Beatrix,  and  Mary  Codd.  The  date  of  Ann’s  death  is  unknown  but  was 
after  1680. 


Francis  Wright 
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Francis  Wright 

( Birth  between  1658  and  1661;  death  in  1713 ) 

Francis  Wright — gentleman,  captain,  major,  surveyor,  attorney, 
sheriff,  and  Justice  of  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia — was  born  between 
1658  and  1661,  the  dates  being  estimated  from  his  father’s  marriage  and 
will.  His  birthplace  was  Coan,  Northumberland  County,  Virginia.  The 
home  of  his  parents,  Richard  and  Ann  Mottrom  Wright,  formerly  belonged 
to  his  maternal  grandfather,  Colonel  John  Mottrom.  It  is  not  known 
whether  he  was  educated  in  England  or  by  a  private  tutor  in  Virginia.  His 
father’s  will  had  directed  that  he  remain  under  the  control  of  Colonel 
Nicholas  Spencer,  an  uncle  who  probably  had  great  influence  on  young 
Francis  Wright.  It  is  not  certain  whether  Francis  Wright  lived  with  his 
uncle  or  with  his  mother  after  she  remarried. 

After  reaching  the  nominal  age  of  eighteen,  Francis  Wright  lived  for 
the  remainder  of  his  life  in  Westmoreland  County  upon  his  inherited  estate 
of  1400  acres  fronting  upon  the  Potomac  and  flanked  by  Nomini  Bay  and 
Lower  Machodoc  River.  About  1680  he  married  Anne  Washington,  born 
about  1650,  daughter  of  Colonel  John  Washington  and  wife  Ann  Pope 
Washington,  daughter  of  Colonel  Nathaniel  Pope.  Anne  Washington’s 
brother  Lawrence  Washington  was  grandfather  of  George  Washington, 
first  President  of  the  United  States.  Lawrence  Washington’s  father-in-law, 
Augustine  Warner,  Jr.,  was  an  ancestor  of  Queen  Elizabeth  II  of  England. 
The  exact  date  of  the  marriage  of  Francis  Wright  and  Anne  Washington  is 
not  recorded,  but  the  fact  that  their  son  John  Wright  became  twenty-one 
years  of  age  on  or  before  1704  fixes  the  date  at  approximately  1680.  Other 
documents  confine  the  marriage  date  to  1679-1682.  Francis  and  Anne 
Washington  Wright  also  had  a  daughter — Anne  Wright,  who  married 
Gerrard  Davis. 

Francis  Wright  seems  to  have  placed  a  sentimental  value  upon  the 
1400-acre  tract  of  land  which  he  inherited  from  his  father  in  1680;  for 
while  he  acquired  and  sold  other  large  tracts  of  land,  he  passed  this 
original  property  on  to  his  heir,  John  Wright.  During  the  thirty-three  years 
he  greatly  improved  it  from  the  almost  natural  state  in  which  he  inherited 
it.  Although  he  was  busy  with  public  affairs  throughout  most  of  his  adult 
life,  he  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  the  development  of  his  acreage. 
He  converted  into  cash,  however,  the  land  which  his  wife  had  inherited 
from  her  father,  Colonel  John  Washington.  John  Wright,  son  of  Francis 
and  Anne  Washington  Wright,  also  had  rights  to  this  land  which  his  father 
had  sold  on  February  25,  1685.  On  March  26,  1707,  after  the  death  of  his 
mother,  he  honored  his  father’s  commitment  by  acknowledging  himself  a 
party  to  the  sale.  On  the  1400-acre  plantation  Francis  Wright  built  a  home 
frequently  referred  to  as  “the  great  house.”  In  this  home  he  lived  until  the 
time  of  his  death. 

In  Francis  Wright’s  day,  public  offices  were  filled  by  appointment 
rather  than  by  election.  The  ablest  and  wealthiest  men  usually  were 
selected  as  justices.  Francis  Wright  was  a  justice  during  most  of  his  adult 
life.  He  also  served  as  Sheriff  of  Westmoreland  County  on  two  occasions, 
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being  succeeded  at  one  time  by  his  brother-in-law,  Captain  Lawrence 
Washington,  grandfather  of  the  first  President.  In  those  days  the  sheriff 
was  appointed  by  the  governor  of  the  colony,  and  the  office  was  considered 
the  highest  in  the  county.  The  sheriff  collected  all  the  taxes,  served  as 
treasurer  of  the  county,  attended  the  court,  served  all  processes,  and  had 
the  responsibility  for  all  the  prisoners. 

The  red-letter  day  in  Francis  Wright’s  public  life  came  in  1703,  when 
Queen  Anne  recognized  him  as  “First  Citizen”  of  Westmoreland  County 
and  President  of  the  Justices  by  a  commission  on  May  30,  1702,  to  pro¬ 
claim  the  death  of  William  III  and  to  proclaim  her  most  sacred  Majesty 
Queen  Anne  by  celebration. 

Very  little  is  known  about  the  long  service  of  Francis  Wright  as 
Captain  and  as  Major  or  of  the  social  and  domestic  side  of  his  life;  but  it  is 
clear  that  his  personality,  position,  ability,  and  influence  were  on  a  parity 
with  the  best  contemporaries  of  tidewater  Virginia.  He  is  accepted  by  the 
Virginia  Society  of  Colonial  Dames  as  an  eligible  ancestor. 

Anne  Washington  Wright,  Francis  Wright’s  first  wife,  died  before 
1698.  About  1707  or  1708  Francis  Wright  married  Martha  Cox,  daughter 
of  Vincent  Cox,  of  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia.  One  child,  Richard 
Wright,  was  born  to  this  union  about  1709  or  1710.  Francis  Wright  himself 
died  between  May  28  and  June  24,  1713,  at  the  age  of  fifty-three  years.  He 
was  buried  on  his  estate,  presumably  near  “the  great  house”  and  beside  his 
first  wife,  Anne  Washington  Wright.  As  he  died  without  a  will,  all  his  real 
estate  fell  to  John  Wright,  his  elder  son,  under  the  right  of  primogeniture, 
which  prevailed  in  Virginia  prior  to  the  Revolution.  Richard  Wright,  son  of 
Francis  and  Martha  Cox  Wright,  received  nothing  directly  from  his  father; 
but  he  was  given  an  estate  in  land  by  John  Wright,  his  half-brother.  Before 
September  29,  1714,  Martha  Wright,  Francis  Wright’s  widow,  had 
married  John  Howell,  one  of  her  deceased  husband’s  employees,  and  had 
become  involved  in  litigation  over  the  estate.  Since  John  Wright,  her  step¬ 
son,  had  married  at  about  the  same  time  that  she  had  married  his  father,  it 
is  doubtful  if  they  were  ever  a  part  of  the  same  household.  They  appear  to 
have  been  distant  socially. 

Francis  Wright  was  one  of  the  founders,  a  vestryman,  and  a  com¬ 
municant  of  the  Yeocomico  Church.  The  original  building  was  constructed 
in  1655  and  was  one  of  the  early  outposts  of  Christianity  in  the  New 
World.  The  present  structure  was  constructed  of  bricks  burned  in  a  kiln  on 
the  grounds  in  1706  and  was  still  standing  in  1960.  After  the  Revolution 
and  the  withdrawal  of  the  English  clergy,  the  church  was  deserted  and 
unused  for  many  years.  It  is  said  to  have  been  occupied  by  Federal  troops 
during  both  the  War  of  1812  and  the  Civil  War  and  at  one  time  to  have 
been  used  for  the  shelter  of  cattle.  In  1906,  the  two  hundredth  anniversary 
of  the  building  of  the  existing  brick  church,  the  Yeocomico  Association 
was  formed  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  this  House  of  Worship.  It  was 
restored  to  a  condition  almost  like  it  was  known  by  Francis  Wright  and  his 
contemporaries.  It  is  said  to  be  the  most  quaint  and  the  best  loved  by 
antiquarians  in  America.  It  was  the  church  also  of  Francis  Wright’s  son 
John  while  he  lived  in  Cople  Parish. 


John  Wright  I 
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John  Wright  1 

( Birth  between  1682  and  1685;  death  in  1739 ) 

There  are  three  consecutive  generations  of  John  Wrights  in  the  descent 
from  Francis  Wright  to  Thomas  Wright,  the  father  of  Nancy  Wright  Frost. 
Although  they  are  not  so  designated  in  the  records  of  their  respective 
generations,  they  will  be  distinguished  from  each  other  in  the  pages  which 
follow  as  John  Wright  I,  John  Wright  II,  and  John  Wright  III.  John 
Wright  I,  son  of  Francis  and  Anne  Washington  Wright,  was  born  on  his 
father’s  1400-acre  estate  fronting  the  Potomac  River  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Virginia.  Since  he  attained  legal  age  on  or  before  August  20, 
1703,  he  must  have  been  born  before  1685.  His  birth  date  has  been  placed 
by  legal  documents  between  1682  and  1685. 

In  1707  John  Wright  I  and  his  father,  Francis  Wright,  sold  some  land 
with  George  Eskridge  acting  as  witness  to  their  signatures  on  the  deed. 
Francis  Wright’s  nephew  Augustine  Washington  named  his  son,  the  future 
President,  for  this  George  Eskridge.  This  and  other  legal  documents  signed 
in  1707  by  John  Wright  I  and  his  father  indicate  that  the  two  were  getting 
their  affairs  in  order  for  their  two  marriages.  The  father’s  second  marriage 
has  been  mentioned  already.  John’s  marriage  had  already  taken  place. 
About  1805  he  had  married  Dorothy  Awbrey,  born  about  1780,  the 
daughter  of  Richard  Awbrey  whose  wife  may  have  been  Dorothy  Meador. 
The  arrangements  which  father  and  son  were  making  seemed  to  have  been 
made  in  order  to  reduce  the  chances  of  future  complications,  jealousies, 
and  expectations  which  might  arise  out  of  the  new  relationships.  Among  the 
documents  implementing  these  arrangements  were  those  by  which  John 
Wright  generously  honored  certain  transactions  involving  his  mother’s 
estate  which  occurred  before  he  was  of  legal  age. 

When  John  Wright  I  became  a  justice  in  Westmoreland  County  on 
February  22,  1720,  his  oath  was  administered  by  his  first  cousin  Augustine 
Washington,  who  was  also  on  the  bench  at  the  time.  This  was  seven  years 
after  the  death  of  John  Wright  I’s  father  and  a  little  over  two  years  before 
he  removed  from  the  county.  Incidentally,  it  was  exactly  twelve  years 
before  the  birth  of  Augustine  Washington’s  famous  son,  George  Washing¬ 
ton. 

John  Wright  I  succeeded  his  father  as  attorney,  sheriff’s  deputy, 
surveyor,  vestryman,  and  judge.  Although  he  is  always  on  record  as  a 
“gentleman”  and  maintained  excellent  social  position,  his  public  career 
seems  to  have  been  overshadowed  by  both  that  of  his  father,  Francis 
Wright,  and  that  of  his  son  John  Wright  II.  There  are  reasons  to  believe 
that  he  was  a  better  sportsman  than  farmer  or  merchant  and  more  pleased 
with  entertaining  than  in  advancing  his  political  or  private  fortune.  After 
having  sold  a  number  of  smaller  tracts  of  land,  he  finally  in  the  summer  of 
1723  sold  the  remainder  of  his  estate  and  moved  fifty  miles  up  the  river. 
His  new  location  was  between  Powel  Run  and  Neapsco  Creek,  near  the 
Potomac  River  and  near  the  present  town  of  Dumfries.  The  area  was  then 
a  part  of  Stafford  County  but  soon  afterwards  became  Prince  William 
County  of  which  Dumfries  is  now  the  county  seat.  It  was  a  1,000-acre 
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plantation  which  he  bought  from  Henry  Lee  to  whom  he  sold  his  own 
estate  in  Westmoreland  County.  The  move  appeared  at  the  time  to  be  a 
backward  step  for  the  Wright  family;  but  it  was  a  good  move  for  his 
children,  since  the  new  home  became  the  center  of  greater  progress.  Years 
later  Henry  Lee,  seeing  that  it  was  he  who  had  moved  in  the  wrong  direc¬ 
tion,  repurchased  about  two-thirds  of  the  Wright  estate  from  John 
Wright  I’s  son  Francis  Wright,  who  through  the  right  of  primogeniture  had 
inherited  it  from  his  father.  It  then  became  known  as  Leesylvania. 

John  I  and  Dorothy  Awbrey  Wright  and  their  two  sons,  Francis  and 
John  Wright  II,  lived  on  the  estate  in  Prince  William  County  for  about 
sixteen  years.  The  exact  dates  of  the  parents’  deaths  are  not  known;  but 
John  Wright  I  died  without  a  will  not  long  before  May  28,  1739,  and 
records  indicate  that  Dorothy  had  died  earlier.  Francis,  the  older  son, 
inherited  the  land  but  died  without  male  heirs.  It  is  through  their  younger 
son,  John  Wright  II,  that  the  Wright  name  was  preserved  and  descended  to 
a  union  with  the  Frost  family  three  generations  later. 

John  Wright  11  ( 1707-1792 ) 

John  Wright  II  was  born  in  “the  great  house”  on  the  Wright  plantation 
on  the  lower  Machodos  Peninsula,  in  Westmoreland  County,  Virginia, 
about  1707.  He  was  about  thirteen  years  of  age  when  the  Wright  family 
moved  to  the  new  estate. 

John  Wright  I,  who  had  received  all  his  father’s  and  his  mother’s 
landed  estate  through  the  right  of  primogeniture,  gave  his  half-brother 
Richard  an  estate  in  land;  but  his  elder  son  Francis  was  not  so  generous 
with  respect  to  his  full  brother  John  Wright  II.  After  his  father’s  death 
Francis  Wright  proceeded  to  turn  the  1,000-acre  estate  into  cash  by  two 
sales — one  in  1739  and  the  other  in  1741,  when  he  sold  the  remaining  two- 
thirds  of  it  to  Henry  Lee,  as  indicated  earlier.  These  transactions  by  his 
older  brother  forced  John  Wright  II  to  leave  the  family  home  created  for 
them  by  their  father.  Anticipating  the  sale  of  the  homestead  by  his  brother, 
John  Wright  II  on  March  23,  1740,  purchased  236  acres  from  Jeremiah 
Darnall  in  Hamilton  Parish,  of  Prince  William  County,  about  twenty  miles 
west  of  Dumfries.  This  region  is  flat  and  very  fertile.  John  Wright  II  moved 
to  it  in  1741. 

John  Wright  II  was  a  lawyer,  vestryman,  and  a  judge  at  the  time  of 
his  removal,  or  soon  afterwards,  and  so  continued  for  thirty  years.  Why  did 
he  locate  so  far  away  from  the  courthouse?  The  reason  undoubtedly  was 
that  he  had  married  Elizabeth  Darnall,  whose  family  lived  nearby.  There 
is  no  record  of  the  marriage;  but  the  Elizabeth  named  in  John  Wright  II’s 
will  as  his  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Waugh  Darnall  and  a  sister  of  the 
Jeremiah  Darnall  who  sold  him  the  236  acres.  On  this  estate  John  II  and 
Elizabeth  Darnall  Wright  lived  for  fifty  years.  In  a  private  burial  ground 
on  this  estate  they  are  buried  with  two  of  their  daughters  and  one,  if  not 
two,  of  their  sons.  The  estate  was  known  as  Pine  View. 

John  Wright  II’s  public  career  began  where  his  father’s  ended — in 
the  Prince  William  County  courthouse  in  Dumfries.  He  was  the  first  male 
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member  of  the  Wright  family  in  America  to  live  beyond  middle  age,  at¬ 
taining  about  eighty-four  years.  His  long  life  was  a  repetition  in  a  more  ex¬ 
tended  way  of  the  careers  of  his  father  and  grandfather.  He  was  the  seventh 
judge,  the  sixth  military  officer,  the  second  sheriff,  and  the  seventh  “gentle¬ 
man”  successively  in  the  American  history  of  his  ancestry.  His  great-great¬ 
grandfathers  were  Lieutenant  Colonel  Nathaniel  Pope,  gentleman  and 
justice,  and  Colonel  John  Mottrom,  gentleman,  justice,  and  burgess  of  the 
Colony  of  Virginia;  his  great-grandfathers  were  Colonel  John  Washington, 
gentleman,  justice,  and  burgess,  and  Captain  Richard  Wright,  gentleman 
and  justice;  he  was  second  cousin  of  George  Washington,  first  President  of 
the  United  States;  his  grandfather  Major  Francis  Wright  was  a  justice  and 
sheriff,  while  his  father,  John  Wright  I,  was  a  justice  in  Westmoreland 
County  and  a  founder  of  Prince  William  County. 

The  records  describing  John  Wright  II  as  Captain  indicate  that  as  a 
young  man  he  received  training  in  the  colonial  militia  of  Virginia  and  that 
upon  his  appointment  as  a  judge  in  the  county  court  he  automatically 
became  a  captain  in  the  militia.  The  record  of  his  commission  is  lost,  but 
in  no  sense  should  his  captaincy  be  taken  as  an  honorary  title. 

On  April  4,  1759,  John  Wright  II  served  his  last  day  as  justice  in 
Prince  William  County.  On  the  following  day,  April  5,  he  became  a  justice 
in  the  new  county  of  Fauquier  which  he  had  helped  to  found  for  the  west¬ 
ern  part  of  Prince  William  in  which  his  estate  lay. 

Captain  John  Wright  II  was  too  old  for  active  military  service  during 
the  years  of  the  Revolution;  but  his  sons  William  and  James  served  in 
Virginia,  and  his  son  John  in  North  Carolina.  John  Wright  II  himself  is  an 
eligible  ancestor  for  the  Virginia  Society  of  Colonial  Dames. 

John  Wright  II  lived  during  the  reign  of  three  kings,  one  queen,  a 
Council  of  State,  and  the  administration  of  the  first  President  of  the  United 
States — his  own  second  cousin.  During  his  long  life  he  maintained  the 
prestige  and  English  characteristics  of  his  ancestors,  achieving  the  climactic 
point  of  social  and  political  standing  for  the  Wright  family.  Even  before  his 
passing,  great  social  and  political  changes  had  taken  place  which  upset  the 
customary  ascendancy  of  each  succeeding  generation  to  the  appointive 
public  offices  of  his  forebears.  Perhaps  no  one  realized  this  more  than  John 
Wright  II,  who  seemed  vexed  not  only  by  the  change  but  also  by  the 
apparent  willingness  of  his  children  to  abandon  the  role  of  aristocracy  and 
to  be  content  with  their  places  in  the  new  social  order.  None  of  his  sons 
succeeded  him  to  high  office.  His  will  showed  that  he  was  disappointed 
that  his  daughter  Elizabeth  left  Fauquier  County  because  of  marriage  and 
that  he  resented  the  fact  that  his  sons  William  and  John  sold  the  land  which 
he  had  given  them  with  the  thought  that  they  would  live  on  it  and  cherish 
its  possession. 

By  his  will,  dated  June  1,  1785,  John  Wright  II  bequeathed  his  home¬ 
stead  to  his  daughters  Rosamond  and  Mary,  who  never  married,  and  other 
land  to  his  son  James.  As  indicated  above,  his  other  three  children,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  William,  and  John  Wright  III,  had  not  pleased  him  so  well.  They  were 
left  nominal  sums  in  cash.  Neither  the  birth  nor  death  dates  of  their 
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mother,  Elizabeth  Darnell  Wright  is  known.  It  is  through  the  last  named 
child  of  John  II  and  Elizabeth  Darnell  Wright,  John  Wright  III,  that  the 
line  of  descendancy  continued  toward  the  union  of  Nancy  Wright  and 
Ebenezer  B.  Frost  two  generations  later. 

John  Wright  111  ( 1731-1789 ) 

John  Wright  III  was  the  fifth  generation  of  the  Wright  family  in 
America.  He  appears  to  have  been  born  in  1731  upon  the  estate  of  his 
grandfather  John  Wright  I,  between  Powell’s  Run  and  Neapsco  Creek, 
near  the  Potomac  River,  in  Prince  William  County,  about  the  time  that 
county  was  formed  from  Stafford  County.  His  grandfather  had  moved  there 
from  “the  great  house”  in  Westmoreland  County  eight  or  nine  years  pre¬ 
viously. 

From  1741,  when  his  uncle  Francis  Wright  (II)  sold  the  Wright 
homestead,  until  his  marriage  in  1753  John  Wright  III  must  have  lived 
upon  his  father’s  new  estate  Pine  View.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he  seems  to 
have  lived  for  a  while  upon  the  estate  of  his  mother-in-law,  Honor  Wil¬ 
liams,  which  adjoined  the  Wright  estate  and  which  he  managed.  Before 
April  25,  1764,  however,  he  was  again  living  on  his  father’s  estate.  On  the 
day  before  that  date  he  received  a  gift  of  1 16  acres  from  his  father.  Over 
night  he  changed  his  mind  and  asked  for  a  gift  in  money  instead.  The  ex¬ 
change  was  made  to  the  displeasure  of  his  father,  John  Wright  II,  who  had 
wished  that  his  son  remain  on  the  land. 

John  Wright  III  married  Ann  Williams,  daughter  of  Jonas  and  Honour 
Williams,  in  Prince  William  County  in  1753.  She  was  born  in  1735  and 
died  in  1825.  On  July  13,  1766,  John  Wright  III  sued  his  mother-in-law 
and  her  other  son-in  law,  Thomas  Withers,  charging  that  they  were  wasting 
the  estate  which  his  wife  Ann  Williams  Wright  by  the  will  of  her  father, 
Jonas  Williams,  should  receive  at  her  mother’s  death.  The  matter  seems 
to  have  been  settled  out  of  court  and  the  mother-in-law  then  sued  Thomas 
Withers  with  John  Wright  III  as  a  witness  in  her  behalf.  All  differences 
between  John  Wright  III  and  his  mother-in-law  seem  to  have  been  fully 
reconciled;  and  he  returned  to  the  Williams  estate,  devoting  himself  to  its 
needs  until  he  moved  farther  north  in  Fauquier  County  to  land  he  bought 
for  himself  in  1772. 

Meanwhile,  John  Wright  III  had  engaged  in  general  surveying  and  in 
military  activities  with  the  hope  of  being  promoted  from  captain  to  major 
in  the  Virginia  militia.  He  never  did  attain  the  majorship,  and  he  was  forty 
years  of  age  when  he  was  commissioned  as  official  surveyor  of  Fauquier 
County.  At  that  time  William  and  Mary  College  was  vested  with  the  power 
of  such  appointments  and  commissioned  him  as  follows:  “Under  the  hands 
of  President  and  Masters  of  College  of  William  and  Mary,  May  17,  1771, 
Surveyor  of  Fauquier  County,  Virginia.”  His  age  suggests  that  he  took  an 
examination  from  its  faculty  rather  than  that  he  attended  as  a  student. 

It  is  likely  that  John  Wright  III  and  his  brothers  were  educated  to 
follow  the  practice  of  law  and  to  maintain  the  ascendancy  of  the  family  in 
public  office;  but  neither  he  nor  his  brothers  seem  to  have  been  so  inclined. 
One  of  John  Wright  Ill’s  boyhood  playmates  was  John  Marshall,  whose 
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rise  to  political  achievement  he  might  have  paralleled,  if  he  had  not  chosen 
the  life  of  adventure  in  the  new  wilderness;  but  of  John  Wright  II’s  children 
his  namesake  was  the  most  independent  of  spirit  and  the  least  inclined  to 
follow  the  conservative  paths  of  their  judicially  minded  and  self-restrained 
forebears.  He  departed  not  only  from  the  land  where  he  was  born  but  also 
from  the  conservative  Episcopalian  religion  to  settle  in  the  wilderness  of 
North  Carolina  and  become  a  Baptist.  During  the  last  year  of  his  residence 
in  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  John  Wright  III  showed  his  first  signs  of 
becoming  independent  in  religious  matters.  His  leaving  the  Episcopal 
church  may  have  had  some  effect  upon  his  social  life  even  in  associations 
with  close  relatives  and  may  have  contributed  to  the  causes  of  his  removal 
to  North  Carolina. 

On  October  24,  1774,  John  Wright  III  sold  his  Fauquier  County  estate 
and  departed  soon  afterwards  with  his  family  for  their  new  home  in  Surry 
County,  North  Carolina.  It  is  assumed  that  the  journey  took  place  in 
November  while  water  was  low  at  the  various  fords  of  the  streams  along 
the  way  and  before  cold  weather  had  set  in.  It  assumed  also  that  Captain 
Wright  and  his  older  sons  had  previously  made  a  visit  to  the  place  and 
had  prepared  in  advance  for  the  comfort  of  his  large  family  during  the 
winter. 

Since  there  were  no  grants  of  land  in  Surry  County  by  the  State  of 
North  Carolina  prior  to  1778,  John  Wright  III  appears  to  have  helped 
himself  to  land,  entered  the  fact  with  the  entry  taker,  and  applied  later  for 
a  survey  and  grant.  He  acquired  large  tracts  of  land  in  southeastern  Surry 
County  which  later  became  a  part  of  Yadkin  County.  Several  of  the  later 
acquisitions  of  land  seem  to  have  been  for  development  by  members  of 
his  large  family  of  eighteen  children;  but  this  foresight  on  the  part  of  John 
Wright  III  did  not  prevent  a  number  of  his  children  from  migrating  west¬ 
ward  as  will  be  seen  later.  For  a  number  of  years  John  Wright  III  and  his 
neighbor  John  Elsberry  had  control  of  taxation  in  Surry  County.  Elsberry 
wrote  out  the  lists  of  taxable  property,  and  John  Wright  III  assessed  the 
estates. 

John  Wright  III  was  about  forty-five  years  of  age  when  the  Revolution 
broke  out,  and  he  had  about  sixteen  children  at  the  time.  Proof  of  his 
Revolutionary  service  in  Smith’s  Company,  4th  North  Carolina  Regiment, 
is  found  in  a  letter  signed  by  H.  F.  McCain,  the  Adjutant  General, 
addressed  to  C.  A.  Hoppin,  Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  August  27,  1917.  He 
has  been  accepted  as  an  eligible  ancestor  by  the  Daughters  of  the  American 
Revolution  and  by  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution.  Miss  Vessie 
Riley  of  Greensburg,  Indiana,  who  was  accepted  into  D.A.R.  membership 
in  1907  (No.  63470),  seems  to  have  been  the  first  to  qualify  as  his 
descendant.  Of  more  interest  to  the  closer  relatives  of  the  writer,  however, 
is  the  membership  of  Elizabeth  Frost  Reed  (No.  199012)  whose  collection 
of  family  records  was  one  of  the  writer’s  earliest  sources  of  such  informa¬ 
tion.  William  Richard  Wright,  of  Jackson,  Mississippi,  became  a  member 
of  S.A.R.  (No.  23227)  as  a  descendant  of  John  Wright  III. 

In  spite  of  his  previous  military  experience  and  title  of  Captain  in  the 
Virginia  militia  before  his  removal  to  North  Carolina,  John  Wright  Ill’s 
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Revolutionary  service  was  as  a  private.  At  least  he  is  so  listed  on  the 
D.A.R.  Roll  of  Honor  at  Valley  Forge.  His  length  of  service  seems  to  have 
been  relatively  short.  This  may  be  explained  by  a  quotation  from  the  1849 
diary  of  John  Wright  Ill’s  granddaughter  Nancy  Riley  Clark:  “While 
serving  in  the  war,  he  took  a  violent  cold  that  settled  in  his  lungs  and 
eventually  caused  his  death.” 

It  was  on  October  30,  1789,  at  the  age  of  about  fifty-eight,  when  John 
Wright  III  died.  He  may  have  been  buried  on  his  own  land.  If  not,  he 
probably  was  buried  in  the  church  yard  of  the  Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church, 
known  then  as  Petty’s  Meeting  House,  more  than  a  mile  to  the  east  of  the 
Wright  estate,  or  in  the  yard  of  the  much  closer  Elsberry  Chapel.  The 
latter  chapel  was  founded  near  the  ford  of  a  branch  of  the  North  Fork  of 
Hunting  Creek  by  John  Elsberry,  John  Wright’s  neighbor  and  his  daughter 
Agatha’s  father-in-law.  These  and  other  landmarks  used  to  designate  the 
location  of  the  Wright  homestead  fall  within  the  boundaries  of  the  present 
Hamptonville  Community,  of  western  Yadkin  County. 

Twenty-two  days  before  he  died,  John  Wright  III  dictated  and  signed 
his  will.  The  writer  read  with  much  interest  the  record  of  this  will  in  the 
Surry  County  courthouse  in  Dobson,  North  Carolina,  on  June  10,  1958 
( Surry  County  Will  Book  2,  pp.  161-162).  The  plantation  on  which  John 
Wright  III  lived  was  left  to  his  wife  Anne,  who  survived  him  about  thirty- 
six  years.  The  exact  date  of  her  death  is  not  known,  but  it  occurred  in  1 825 
in  her  ninetieth  year.  John  III  and  Anne  Williams  Wright  were  the  parents 
of  eighteen  children.  In  his  will  John  Wright  III  named  six  married 
daughters — Lezebeth  Arnold,  Nancy  Elliot,  Agatha  Elsberry,  Amelia 
Martain,  Lucretia  Petty,  and  Frances  Riley;  six  sons — Thomas  Wright, 
Daniel  Wright,  John  Wright,  William  Wright,  James  Wright,  and  Williams 
Wright;  and  six  unmarried  daughters — Sally,  Rosey,  Patsy,  Sukky, 
Peggey,  and  Polley. 

Two  of  John  Wright  Ill’s  children  are  of  especial  interest  to  the 
writer’s  children.  Their  mother  is  a  descendant  of  Lucretia  (Lucy)  Wright, 
who  married  William  Pettey  and  settled  with  him  in  the  vicinity  of  New 
Market,  Alabama,  in  1817.  Their  father  is  a  descendant  of  Thomas 
Wright,  whose  daughter  Nancy  married  Ebenezer  B.  Frost.  The  Frosts 
settled  near  New  Market,  Alabama,  about  1824  and  lived  near  their 
Pettey,  Wright,  and  Martin  relatives  for  about  ten  years  before  moving  to 
the  Flat  Creek  Community  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  It  was  more 
than  a  hundred  years  and  five  generations  later,  when  the  writer,  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  Thomas  Wright,  and  his  wife,  a  descendant  of  Lucy  Wright  Pettey, 
first  met  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  their  future  home.  (See  the  section 
Ebenezer  B.  Frost  of  Chapter  I  for  more  about  conjunction  of  John 
Wright  Ill’s  descendants.) 

The  following  is  quoted  from  Nancy  Riley  Clark’s  diary:  “.  .  .  when 
he  [John  Wright  III]  died  his  wife  was  left  with  nine  children  living  with 
her  and  nine  married.  Her  oldest  son  Thomas  was  a  Baptist  and  lived  on 
an  adjoining  farm.  Thomas  represented  Surry  County  in  the  legislature.” 
This  diary  also  gave  the  information  that  several  of  the  Wright  children 
had  married  before  they  moved  to  North  Carolina;  but  it  seems  unlikely 
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that  any  others  than  Elizabeth  Wright  Arnold  and  Nancy  Wright  Elliot 
had  done  so.  Most,  if  not  all,  of  the  others  are  known  to  have  married  after 
the  migration  to  North  Carolina  or  to  have  been  too  young  to  have  married 
before  that  time. 

John  Wright  Ill’s  eighteen  exceeded  by  four  all  the  known  children  of 
his  father  and  the  three  preceding  generations  of  Wright  ancestors  who  had 
lived  in  America.  Nancy  Riley  Clark  asserted  in  her  diary  that  all  of  John 
Wright  Ill’s  children  married  and  moved  away — some  to  Kentucky,  some 
to  Missouri,  and  some  to  Alabama.  Thomas  Wright,  the  oldest  son,  how¬ 
ever,  is  known  to  have  remained  in  Surry  County  until  his  death  in  1840; 
and  Amelia  Wright,  the  daughter  who  married  Dr.  Robert  Martin,  lived 
and  reared  a  family  in  adjoining  Wilkes  County.  Two  sons  and  one 
daughter — Daniel,  Williams,  and  Lucretia  (Lucy) — are  known  to  have 
settled  in  Madison  County,  Alabama.  The  story  of  the  migration  of  the 
three  Wright  children  to  Alabama,  is  told  in  a  magazine  article,  “The 
Wright  Family  of  Madison  County,  Alabama,”  by  Mrs.  Atwood  Hill 
Mathes  ( Tylers  Quarterly  Historical  and  Genealogical  Magazine;  Vol.  8, 
pp.  194-206),  who  incorrectly  included  Amelia  and  John  among  the  chil¬ 
dren  who  settled  in  Alabama.  Thomas  McCrary,  an  early  citizen  of  Madi¬ 
son  County  who  is  thought  to  have  accompanied  the  Wrights  in  their 
migration,  was  twice  married  to  a  Wright.  His  first  wife  was  Betsy  Wright, 
daughter  of  Daniel;  the  second  was  Nancy,  daughter  of  Williams  Wright.  He 
died  August  31,  1865,  and  was  buried  beside  his  first  wife. 

Of  the  six  unmarried  daughters  named  in  John  Wright  Ill’s  will,  only 
Sally  and  Peggey  are  known  to  have  married  later.  Brief  sketches  are  pre¬ 
sented  on  all  of  John  Wright  Ill’s  children  about  whom  sufficient  informa¬ 
tion  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer.  Since  available  information  is 
insufficient  to  determine  with  certainty  the  order  of  all  of  their  births,  they 
are  sketched  in  the  order  which  seems  most  likely. 

1.  Elizabeth  Wright,  listed  first  in  John  Wright  Ill’s  will  as  “Lezebeth 
Arnold,”  probably  was  his  first  child,  born  about  1754  in  that  part  of 
Prince  William  County,  Virginia,  which  later  became  Fauquier  County. 
She  married  Samuel  Arnold  according  to  a  marriage  license  issued  in 
Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  September  5,  1771.  They  moved  to  Surry 
County,  North  Carolina,  about  1774  and  are  shown  in  the  1780  Tax  List 
and  the  1790  Census  Report  for  that  county. 

2.  Nancy  Wright,  listed  second  among  John  Wright’s  married  daugh¬ 
ters  in  his  will  under  the  name  of  “Nancy  Elliot,”  probably  was  his  second 
child  and  probably  was  born  about  1755  before  Fauquier  County  was 
formed  from  a  part  of  Prince  William  County  in  which  her  parents  were 
living  at  the  time.  Her  marriage  to  Lewis  Elliot  in  Fauquier  County  proba¬ 
bly  took  place  in  1773.  They  moved  to  North  Carolina  with  the  rest  of  the 
Wright  family. 

3.  Agatha  Wright,  named  as  Agatha  Elsberry  in  John  Wright  Ill’s 
will,  probably  was  born  about  1756  in  that  part  of  Prince  William  County 
which  became  Fauquier  County  in  1759.  In  1775  she  married  Isaac  Els¬ 
berry,  son  of  John  Elsberry,  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina.  The  family 
moved  to  Kentucky  in  1803  and  on  to  Ohio  in  1805  or  1806.  There  were 
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nine  children,  including  John  and  William.  After  her  husband’s  death  in 
Moscow  or  Bethel,  Ohio,  in  1813,  Agatha  Wright  Elsberry  is  reported  to 
have  moved  to  Xenia,  Ohio,  and  to  have  lived  for  the  balance  of  her  life 
in  the  household  of  her  son  William  Elsberry,  who  was  prominent  in  the 
political  life  of  his  day.  Her  death  came  in  1845  or  1846.  In  a  footnote 
( Tylers  Quarterly  Historical  and  Genealogical  Magazine,  Vol.  8,  p.  276) 
C.  A.  Hoppin,  the  genealogist  whose  research  and  writing  have  provided 
most  of  the  information  used  thus  far  in  the  story  of  the  Wright  family, 
indicates  that  he  was  a  descendant  of  Isaac  and  Agatha  Wright  Elsberry. 

4.  Thomas  Wright,  oldest  son  of  John  III  and  Anne  Williams  Wright, 
is  thought  to  have  been  the  fourth  child  in  the  family.  He  was  born 
February  18,  1758,  about  a  year  before  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  was 
formed  from  that  part  of  Prince  William  County  in  which  his  parents’  home 
stood.  He  died  June  22,  1840,  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  about  ten 
years  before  the  land  on  which  he  had  lived  became  a  part  of  Yadkin 
County.  On  January  7,  1780,  he  married  Mary  Clanton,  daughter  of 
Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Clanton.  She  was  born  about  1759  and  died 
June  14,  1844.  They  had  eight  children — John,  Daniel,  Lucy,  Amelia, 
William  Williams,  Nancy,  Thomas  B.,  and  Mary  (Polly).  Since  Thomas 
Wright  is  one  of  the  writer’s  direct  ancestors,  the  next  section  of  this 
chapter  bears  his  name  and  provides  additional  information  on  him  and 
his  immediate  family. 

5.  Daniel  Wright,  apparently  John  III  and  Anne  Williams  Wright’s 
second  son  and  fifth  child,  was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  Septem¬ 
ber  27,  1759,  and  died  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  May  24,  1838.  He 
was  a  captain  in  the  North  Carolina  Line  during  the  Revolution  (Pension 
Certificate  No.  13268).  On  January  24,  1782,  he  married  Nancy  Young, 
daughter  of  Thomas  Young  of  Iredell  County,  North  Carolina.  She  was 
born  in  Virginia,  July  7,  1762,  and  died  in  Madison  County,  Alabama, 
June  23,  1833,  where  she  and  Daniel  settled  about  1815  or  earlier.  In  his 
will,  dated  July  2,  1837,  Daniel  Wright  named  sons  Thomas,  John,  and 
Daniel  W.  and  daughters  Nancy  Shackleford  and  Lucinda  Wyche.  He  had 
another  daughter,  Elizabeth,  the  first  wife  of  Thomas  McCrary.  Her  three 
daughters  Evalina,  Eliza,  and  Lucinda  were  named  in  Daniel  Wright’s  will 
as  his  grandchildren.  Most  of  the  information  on  Daniel  Wright  was  taken 
from  the  magazine  article,  “The  Wright  Family  of  Madison  County, 
Alabama,”  referred  to  previously,  with  corrections  and  supplements  by 
Mrs.  Kathleen  Paul  Jones  of  New  Market,  Alabama. 

6.  John  Wright,  Jr.,  as  his  name  appeared  on  the  marriage  bonds  of 
his  sisters  Amelia  and  Frances  on  January  12,  1786,  appears  to  have  been 
the  sixth  child  of  John  III  and  Anne  Williams  Wright  and,  therefore,  is 
assumed  to  have  been  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  about  1760.  He 
was  listed  in  the  1790  Census  Report  for  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  as 
living  alone  near  the  home  of  his  widowed  mother.  After  the  death  of  his 
father,  he  appears  to  have  been  known  generally  as  John  Wright  and  to 
have  signed  his  name  thus.  Surry  County  records  abound  with  this  name, 
and  it  is  found  frequently  in  the  records  of  counties  adjoining  Surry  as  well 
as  in  those  of  Madison  County,  Alabama,  to  which  a  number  of  his  close 
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relatives  migrated.  Not  all  records  of  John  Wright,  of  course,  refer  to  the 
son  of  John  III  and  Anne  Williams  Wright.  At  least  three  of  John 
Wright  Ill’s  sons — Thomas,  Daniel,  and  Williams — named  sons  John;  and 
Daniel  Wright’s  son  John  named  a  son  John.  Although  the  writer’s  study 
of  the  various  John  Wrights  has  not  been  thoroughgoing,  it  has  been  suf¬ 
ficient  to  convince  him  that  the  records  of  Madison  County,  Alabama, 
refer  to  grandsons  and  great-grandsons  of  John  Wright  III  rather  than  to 
his  own  son  John  Wright,  Jr.,  one  of  the  executors  of  his  will  ( Surry  County 
Will  Book  2,  pp.  161-162).  There  seems  little  doubt  that  it  was  this  John 
Wright  who  was  Sheriff  of  Surry  County  from  1812  until  1824.  Since 
Surry  County  records  have  failed  to  reveal  anything  significant  about  his 
private  life  or  anything  about  his  later  years,  attention  is  called  again  to 
Nancy  Riley  Clark’s  1849  Diary  which  contains  this  statement  about  her 
uncle  John  Wright  (son  of  John  Wright  III):  “John  died  in  Florida,  leav¬ 
ing  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  He  left  his  wife  and  daughter  in  Carolina. 
He  divided  his  property  giving  half  to  his  wife,  took  his  two  sons  and  moved 
to  Florida.  He  died  there  leaving  his  two  sons  rich.” 

7.  Sally  Wright,  since  she  was  singled  out  for  “one  bay  mair  and 
saddle”  in  John  Wright  Ill’s  will,  apparently  was  older  than  her  unmarried 
sisters.  Since  she  was  named  between  her  brothers  John  and  William,  she 
probably  was  born  about  1762,  the  seventh  child  in  the  family.  The  bond 
for  her  marriage  to  Ninian  Riley,  Jr.,  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina, 
was  dated  April  14,  1790.  Ninian  Riley,  Jr.,  was  a  brother  of  Gerard  Riley 
who  married  Sally  Wright’s  sister  Frances. 

8.  William  Wright,  due  to  the  relative  position  of  his  name  in  John 
Wright  Ill’s  will,  is  thought  to  have  been  the  third  son  and  eighth  child  and 
to  have  been  born  about  1763.  In  the  will  he  was  to  share  with  his  brother 
James  a  400-acre  tract  of  land  on  Deep  Creek  which  was  to  be  divided 
equally.  The  Census  Report  for  1790  indicates  that  he  was  living  in  Surry 
County,  North  Carolina,  with  his  wife  and  five  children.  The  writer  has  not 
been  able  to  determine  whom  William  Wright  married,  when  he  left  Surry 
County,  or  where  he  took  his  family.  Care  must  be  taken  not  to  confuse  him 
with  his  younger  brother  Williams  Wright  or  with  his  nephew  William 
Williams  Wright,  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright. 

9.  Lucretia  (Lucy)  Wright  was  listed  among  the  married  daughters  in 
John  Wright  Ill’s  will  as  Lucretia  Petty.  She  was  born  in  Fauquier  County, 
Virginia,  July  7,  1765,  and  died  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  August  16, 
1842.  On  January  25,  1783,  she  married  William  Pettey,  who  was  born  in 
Fauquier  or  Stafford  County,  Virginia,  March  13,  1764,  and  died  in 
Madison  County,  Alabama,  September  26,  1834.  While  her  brother 
Thomas  Wright  was  a  paternal  ancestor  of  the  writer’s  children,  Lucretia 
Wright  was  one  of  their  maternal  ancestors.  For  this  reason  a  supple¬ 
mentary  section  follows  that  part  of  this  chapter  which  otherwise  would 
have  been  its  conclusion.  Under  the  heading,  Lucretia  {Lucy)  Wright 
{1765-1842)  and  Some  of  Her  Descendants,  additional  information  on 
Lucretia  Wright  is  followed  by  facts  about  some  of  her  descendants  and 
some  of  their  other  ancestors. 

10.  James  Wright  is  calculated  to  have  been  born  about  1766,  the 
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tenth  child  of  John  III  and  Anne  Williams  Wright.  The  Census  Report  of 
1790  lists  him  as  the  head  of  a  household  in  Surry  County  with  a  wife  but 
no  children.  He  probably  married  about  1790,  but  the  name  of  his  wife 
has  not  been  determined.  In  her  1849  diary  Nancy  Riley  Clark  reported 
that  James  Wright  and  family  were  then  living  in  South  Carolina. 

11.  Amelia  Wright,  named  as  Amelia  Martain  in  John  Wright  Ill’s 
will,  probably  was  eleventh  among  his  children  and  probably  was  born  in 
Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  about  1767.  On  January  12,  1786,  her  brother 
John  Wright,  Jr.,  as  his  name  was  recorded,  became  a  bondsman  for  her 
marriage  to  Robert  Martin  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina.  Robert 
Martin  was  the  son  of  Benjamin  and  Dinah  Harrison  Martin  and  appears 
to  have  been  related  neither  to  the  ancestors  of  Miss  Flossie  Martin,  who 
has  made  a  study  of  different  Martin  families  of  Surry,  Wilkes,  and  Rowan 
Counties,  nor  to  David  Martin  who  married  Hannah  Frost,  daughter  of 
Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost  ( Captain  John  Frost  section  of 
Chapter  I).  He  was  a  physician,  and  biographical  sketches  usually  refer  to 
him  as  Dr.  Robert  Martin. 

Although  Mrs.  Atwood  Hill  Mathes,  in  the  magazine  article  to  which 
reference  has  been  made  previously,  included  Amelia  Martin,  a  widow, 
among  the  children  of  John  Wright  III  who  migrated  to  Alabama,  the 
writer  is  convinced  otherwise.  The  Amelia  W.  Martin  whom  Mrs.  Mathes 
pointed  out  as  having  married  Richard  Holding  between  January  9  and  12, 
1828,  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  was  not  the  Amelia  Wright  who 
married  Dr.  Robert  Martin  but  was  her  granddaughter,  as  evidenced  by  this 
tombstone  inscription:  “Consort  of  Richard  Holding  and  daughter  of 
Captain  William  Martin,  Died  February  18,  1846,  in  her  39th  year.” 
Moreover,  a  deed  recorded  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  places  Dr. 
Robert  Martin,  husband  of  Amelia  Wright  Martin,  in  Wilkes  County, 
North  Carolina,  on  April  2,  1827,  without  any  indication  that  he  had  ever 
been  in  Alabama  ( Madison  County,  Alabama,  Deed  Book  L,  p.  105). 
Finally,  Robert  Martin’s  will,  made  on  September  1 1,  1842,  and  proved  in 
the  following  November  ( Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina,  Will  Book  4, 
pp.  279-281),  not  only  testified  to  the  fact  that  his  wife  Amelia  was  still 
living  but  also  provided  the  names  of  their  six  children  as  follows: 
1)  Captain  William  Martin,  who  married  Matilda  Mitchell  in  1805,  settled 
in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  and  became  the  father  of  the  Amelia  W. 
Martin  who  married  Richard  Holding;  2)  Williams  W.  Martin,  who  had 
died,  leaving  a  wife  Mary  and  children  before  the  will  was  written; 
3 )  Diana  Harrison  Martin,  who  married  her  first  cousin  Eli  Pettey,  son  of 
William  and  Lucretia  (Lucy)  Wright  Pettey;  4)  Sarah  (Sally)  Martin, 
who  married  her  first  cousin  William  Williams  Wright,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Clanton  Wright;  5)  Amelia  Martin,  who  married  a  Smith  by  whom 
she  had  a  number  of  children;  and  6)  Benjamin  F.  Martin  whose  marital 
status  has  not  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer.  Dr.  Robert  and  Amelia 
Wright  Martin  are  assumed  to  have  been  buried  in  Wilkes  County,  North 
Carolina. 

12.  Frances  Wright  is  estimated  to  have  been  born  about  1768,  the 
twelfth  child  of  John  III  and  Anne  Williams  Wright.  She  married  Gerard 
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Riley,  son  of  Ninian  Riley,  Sr.,  according  to  a  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina,  marriage  bond  dated  January  12,  1786.  The  Riley  family  moved 
to  Kentucky.  Gerard  Riley  became  converted  at  the  mammoth  camp  meet¬ 
ing  at  Cane  Ridge,  Kentucky,  where  twenty  thousand  people  assembled  in 
1799  or  1800.  Both  he  and  his  uncle  John  Riley,  who  married  Sarah  Els- 
berry,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Agatha  Wright  Elsberry,  became  Baptist 
preachers.  Gerard’s  gravestone  at  Bloomfield,  Illinois,  reads:  “Gerard 
Riley,  a  Baptist  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  died  December  26,  1832.” 
Frances  Wright  Riley,  widow  of  Gerard  Riley  is  reported  to  have  died  in 
1835  at  Bethel,  Ohio,  where  she  had  resided  with  her  son  Zachariah  Riley, 
who  died  there  in  1877. 

13-17.  It  is  apparent  that  John  Wright  III  used  nicknames  in  designat¬ 
ing  his  unmarried  daughters  Rosey,  Patsy,  Sukky,  Peggey  and  Polly  Wright. 
There  is  no  certainty  of  their  birthdates;  but  since  Rosey  and  Patsy  were 
given  320  acres  of  land  to  be  sold  and  the  money  divided  between  them, 
they  probably  were  already  of  marriageable  age  and,  therefore,  older  than 
the  other  unmarried  daughters,  prossibly  born  about  1770  and  1772, 
respectively.  Sukky  may  have  been  the  next  child  born  about  1774,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  Peggey  a  year  or  two  later.  Peggey  married  Samuel  Marsh, 
according  to  the  Surry  County  marriage  bond  which  her  brother  Thomas 
Wright  signed  on  March  24,  1792.  Nothing  is  known  about  Polly,  who  may 
have  been  born  about  1777,  except  that,  like  other  unmarried  daughters, 
she  received  ten  pounds  through  her  father’s  will.  Although  Nancy  Riley 
Clark’s  diary  of  1849  indicates  that  all  of  John  Wright  Ill’s  daughters 
finally  married,  no  records  have  been  found  to  reveal  marriages  dates  or 
husbands’  names  for  Rosey,  Patsy,  Sukky,  and  Polly.  It  is  possible  that 
some  of  them  accompanied  their  brothers  or  married  sisters  to  other  states 
where  they  married. 

18.  Williams  Wright,  youngest  son  of  John  III  and  Anne  Williams 
Wright,  probably  was  younger  than  all  of  his  sisters  and,  therefore,  proba¬ 
bly  the  eighteenth  child  in  the  family.  He  was  born  in  Surry  County,  North 
Carolina,  April  5,  1779,  and  died  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  July  19, 
1825,  according  to  his  tombstone  record.  In  his  father’s  will  he  was  given 
275  acres  of  land  which  included  the  homestead.  Williams  Wright’s  mother 
was  to  retain  lifetime  possession  of  all  but  100  acres  of  the  land.  Since  he 
died  the  same  year  as  his  mother,  he  probably  never  came  into  full  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  land  which  his  father  had  intended  that  he  should  have.  On 
November  20,  1 802,  he  married  Sally  Mitchell,  who  was  born  May  6, 
1784,  and  died  August  1,  1835,  according  to  Bible  and  tombstone  records 
transcribed  in  the  magazine  article,  “The  Wright  Family  in  Madison 
County,  Alabama,”  referred  to  previously.  The  division  of  Colonel  Wil¬ 
liams  Wright’s  estate  on  February  14,  1831  ( Madison  County  Probate 
Record  5-313)  indicates  that  he  had  the  following  children:  Nancy,  Eliza, 
Lucinda,  Cynthia,  Harriet,  William,  Matilda,  and  John  M.  Wright. 

Thomas  Wright  ( 1758—1840 ) 

Thomas  Wright,  son  of  John  III  and  Anne  Williams  Wright,  was  born 
sixteen  years  before  his  parents  settled  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina. 
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For  date  and  place  of  his  birth  a  quotation  is  taken  from  his  application  for 
pension:  “I  was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  on  the  18th.  day  of 
Feb.  1758.  I  have  a  record  of  my  age  in  my  family  Bible.”  Actually 
Thomas  Wright  was  born  about  a  year  before  Fauquier  County  was  formed 
from  that  part  of  Prince  William  County  in  which  his  parents  lived  at  the 
time  of  his  birth. 

In  June,  1776,  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  Thomas  Wright  volunteered  as 
a  soldier  under  the  command  of  Captain  Ferree  for  service  against  the 
Cherokee  Indians.  After  helping  build  Fort  Defiance  on  the  Yadkin  River, 
he  received  a  verbal  discharge  and  returned  home  in  August,  1776.  Nine 
days  after  returning  home  from  Fort  Defiance,  he  volunteered  again  under 
Captain  Ferree  for  further  service  against  the  Cherokees  in  the  “Overhill 
Towns,”  driving  the  Indians  from  those  towns  and  destroying  their  cattle 
and  crops.  Hearing  the  call  for  volunteers  to  go  to  the  valley  towns  to  join 
the  Virginia  Army,  he  again  volunteered  and  served  three  months  and 
again  was  discharged  verbally.  He  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War  under 
several  different  captains  from  the  spring  of  1780  until  the  surrender  of 
Cornwallis,  defending  against  the  Tories  and  attacking  the  British  in  west¬ 
ern  North  Carolina.  At  one  time  he  was  among  the  soldiers  stationed  at 
Salem  to  guard  the  North  Carolina  General  Assembly  which  had  assembled 
there  in  view  of  the  capture  of  the  capital  at  Hillsboro.  Although  not  copied 
verbatim,  the  substance  of  the  above  was  taken  from  Thomas  Wright’s 
application  for  pension,  made  on  February  12,  1833. 

On  March  3,  1833,  Lewis  Williams,  then  and  for  many  years  Con¬ 
gressman  from  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  wrote  Thomas  Wright  that 
he  had  received  his  application  for  pension  and  added:  “On  tomorrow  you 
will  be  entitled  to  two  years’  pay,  of  $140,  which  you  will  draw  from  a  bank 
of  the  United  States  at  Fayetteville.” 

Congressman  Williams,  whose  home  was  on  Panther  Creek,  had 
written  the  Commissioner  of  Pensions:  “In  support  of  this  claim  I  must 
say  that  the  applicant,  Thomas  Wright,  is  as  respectable,  as  worthy,  as 
reputable  a  man  as  any  in  the  United  States.  In  the  first  place,  he  is  the 
senior  or  presiding  magistrate  of  the  county;  in  the  second  place,  he  has 
been  for  15  or  20  years  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  the  State;  and  in  the 
third  place,  he  is  an  exemplary  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  having 
been  a  member  perhaps  for  more  than  50  years.  I  add  that  I  have  known 
him  from  childhood  and  known  him  to  be  an  honest  man  as  ever  lived  in 
this  or  any  other  country  and  that  he  is  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit  in 
everything  he  states.”  Congressman  Williams’  letter  did  not  so  indicate,  but 
family  tradition  is  that  he  was  related  to  the  Wright  family. 

The  Manual  of  North  Carolina  (pp.  814-815)  in  the  North  Carolina 
Archives  is  also  authority  for  Thomas  Wright’s  service  as  State  Senator 
from  Surry  County  1807-1808  and  1810-1817. 

It  was  between  two  of  his  various  periods  of  enlistment  for  military 
service  that  Thomas  Wright  married  Mary  Clanton,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Elizabeth  Clanton  of  Surry  County,  North  Carolina.  In  her  application 
for  a  widow’s  pension  on  August  18,  1843,  Mary  Clanton  Wright  declared 
that  she  had  married  Thomas  Wright  on  or  about  the  month  of  January, 
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1779,  prior  to  his  last  period  of  service.  At  the  time  she  made  her  deposi¬ 
tion,  Mary  Clanton  Wright  was  eighty-four  years  of  age  and  declared  that 
she  could  not  go  to  the  courthouse  to  file  her  declaration  in  consequence  of 
old  age  and  bodily  infirmity.  Apparently  she  was  in  an  advanced  state  of 
senility,  since  she  could  not  recall  either  her  marriage  date  or  the  exact  date 
of  her  husband’s  death.  The  marriage  date  was  January  7,  1780,  according 
to  an  entry  on  a  leaf  from  his  Bible  included  in  Thomas  Wright’s  applica¬ 
tion  for  pension. 

It  is  assumed  that  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright  settled  down  on 
a  farm  adjoining  John  Wright  Ill’s  at  the  close  of  the  Revolution.  Unlike 
many  of  John  Wright  Ill’s  other  children,  Thomas  maintained  his  residence 
in  Surry  County  throughout  his  life.  About  ten  years  after  his  death,  which 
occurred  June  22,  1840,  his  home  was  included  in  the  newly  organized 
Yadkin  County.  As  indicated  earlier  in  the  sketch  on  his  father,  this  area 
appears  to  have  been  that  which  now  constitutes  a  part  of  the  Hampton- 
ville  Community  of  western  Yadkin  County. 

Church  records  indicate  that  Thomas  Wright  was  clerk  of,  Petty’s 
Meeting  House,  which  later  came  to  be  known  as  Flat  Rock  Baptist  Church. 
It  has  been  reported  that  he  attended  a  Baptist  Association  at  New  Hope 
on  October  1,  1803,  as  a  delegate  from  his  church  and  clerk  of  the  Associa¬ 
tion.  Incidentally,  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Boone,  whose  sketch  is  found 
in  the  John  Boone  section  of  Chapter  III,  also  attended  this  association  as  a 
delegate  from  Eaton’s  Baptist  Church,  now  an  active  church  near  Cana,  in 
Davie  County,  North  Carolina.  While  the  above  references  give  some  in¬ 
sight  into  Thomas  Wright’s  life,  the  most  important  documents  from  which 
information  has  been  gathered  on  him  and  his  family  are  pension  applica¬ 
tions. 

As  indicated  earlier,  Thomas  Wright  was  given  credit  for  twenty 
months  as  a  private  in  the  North  Carolina  Line  and  placed  upon  the  roll  as 
a  Revolutionary  pensioner  on  February  28,  1833,  at  the  rate  of  $70  per 
annum.  This  was  soon  after  he  became  seventy-five  years  of  age.  His 
pension  claim  number,  as  recorded  in  the  Bureau  of  Pensions,  Washington, 
D.  C.,  is  R11899. 

Mary  Clanton  Wright  made  her  application  for  a  widow’s  pension  on 
August  18,  1843,  more  than  three  years  after  Thomas  Wright  had  died. 
She  died  on  June  14,  1844,  before  having  received  the  pension,  as  will  be 
seen  from  the  application  for  pension  by  her  heirs.  It  was  on  January  21, 
1853,  almost  nine  years  after  her  death,  when  four  separate  declarations 
were  filed  on  behalf  of  the  heirs  of  Mary  Wright,  widow  of  Thomas  Wright, 
for  the  pension  due  Mary  Wright  but  which  she  did  not  receive.  Her  son 
John  Wright  had  already  died,  and  her  daughter  Nancy  Wright  Frost  lived 
less  than  two  years  afterwards.  Whether  or  not  any  money  was  ever  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  heirs,  the  declarations  for  pension  provide  interesting  in¬ 
formation  about  the  family.  One  of  the  declarations  was  filed  by  Wil¬ 
liam  W.  Foote,  administrator  of  Mary  Clanton  Wright’s  estate  and 
presumably  her  grandson.  By  1853  he  had  removed  to  Alexander  County. 
Perhaps  the  most  informative  declaration,  or  affidavit,  was  made  by  Jesse 
Vesteal  which  is  quoted  in  full. 
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State  of  North  Carolina 
Yadkin  County 

On  this  the  21  day  of  January  a.d.  1853  personally  appeared  before  me 
Y.  N.  Jones  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  County  of  Yadkin  and 
State  aforesaid,  Jessee  Vesteal  who  being  duly  Sworn  according  to  Law,  on  his 
oath  saith,  that  he  has  known  Thomas  Wright  and  Mary  Wright  for  more  than 
Sixth  years,  that  he  lived  a  near  neighbor  to  them  during  that  time  that  they 
lived  together  as  man  and  wife  up  to  their  death — and  were  considered  and  re¬ 
puted  by  all  who  knew  them  to  be  man  and  wife  and  to  have  been  married  and 
he  further  Swears  that  he  does  not  believe  that  there  is  any  public  or  private 
Record  of  the  above  marriage  nor  any  living  witness  to  the  fact.  He  further 
Swears  that  the  aforesaid  Mary  Wright  is  dead,  that  she  died  on  the  14th.  day  of 
June  a.d.  1844 — He  further  Swears  that  he  is  acquainted  with  the  following 
persons,  who  are  the  lawful  heirs  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Wright  (to  wit)  John 
Wright,  who  has  died  since  the  death  of  his  mother,  (Mary  Wright) — and  Dan¬ 
iel  Wright,  William  Wright,  Thomas  Wright,  Amelia  Davis,  Lucy  Belt,  Mary 
Foote,  and  Nancy  Frost — and  that  he  knows  the  above  named  persons  to  be 
children  of  the  aforesaid  Thomas  Wright  and  Mary  Wright,  and  that  the  Rec¬ 
ord  of  their  births  and  ages,  as  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  proofs  is  true 
and  correct. 

He  further  Swears  that  he  is  an  entirely  disenterested  witness,  and  expects 
no  benefit  from  the  above  claim  whatever. 

(Signed)  Jessee  Vesteal 

Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  the  day  and  date  above  written  and  I 
hereby  certify  that  I  am  acquainted  with  the  above  named  Jessee  Vesteal  and 
that  he  is  a  man  of  truth  and  that  the  facts  deposed  to  by  him,  I  believe  to  be 
true. 

[Signed]  Y.  N.  Jones,  J.  P. 

For  the  sake  of  establishing  documentary  proof  of  the  date  of  Thomas 
Wright’s  death,  a  brief  statement  is  taken  from  William  W.  Foote’s  claim: 
“That  the  said  Thomas  Wright  was  in  his  life  time  a  Revolutionary  Pen¬ 
sioner;  that  he  died  in  the  County  of  Surry  (now  Yadkin)  on  the  22nd  day 
of  June  a.d.  1840.  .  .  .” 

The  following  contains  the  “accompanying  proofs”  of  birth  dates  of 
the  heirs  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Wright  to  which  Jesse  Vesteal  referred: 

State  of  North  Carolina 
Yadkin  County 

I,  Y.  N.  Jones,  an  acting  justice  of  the  peace  in  and  for  the  County  of 
Yadkin  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  a  Rec¬ 
ord  purporting  to  be  a  family  record  of  the  births  of  the  children  of  Thomas 
Wright  and  Mary  Wright,  as  found  in  the  old  family  Bible  in  the  possession  of 
Mary  Foote. 

John  Wright  was  born  Sept,  the  23,  1781 
Daniel  Wright  was  born  August  13th  1784 
Lucy  Wright  was  born  the  27th  October  1786 
Amelia  Wright  was  born  the  22  March  1789 
William  W.  Wright  was  born  the  26  Feb.  1791 
Nancy  Wright  was  born  the  22  April  1795 
Thomas  B.  Wright  was  born  the  29  August  1797 


87 


Thomas  Wright  (1758-1840) 

Polly  Wright  was  born  the  18  July  1804 
Certified  to  by  me  this  the  21  day  of  January  a.d.  1853 
[Signed]  Y.  N.  Jones,  J.  P. 

On  June  10,  1958,  while  searching  the  records  of  Surry  County, 
North  Carolina,  in  the  county  courthouse  at  Dobson,  the  writer  found  the 
record  of  Thomas  Wright’s  will  ( Surry  County  Will  Book  4,  pp.  175-178) 
and  copied  the  portion  of  most  interest  to  himself  and  his  close  relatives 
as  follows: 

.  .  .  and  to  my  son  Daniel  Wright  and  my  daughter  Nancy  Frost  lives  in 
the  Western  Country  I  feel  unwilling  that  my  negro  family  should  be  so  far  sep¬ 
arated  from  each  other  my  will  is  that  my  two  young  negro  girls  to  wit  Gincy 
and  young  Prudy  be  valued  by  persons  chosen  by  my  Executor  and  that  some  of 
my  children  being  here  take  them  at  the  valuation  and  .  .  .  take  them  to  pay 
unto  my  son  Daniel  the  valuation  of  Gincy  and  to  my  Daughter  Nancy  the  valu¬ 
ation  of  Prudy.  .  .  . 

Finding  the  name  of  Nancy  Frost,  so  familiar  in  the  traditions  of  his 
family,  written  into  the  records  of  the  county  of  her  birth,  was  an  emotional 
experience.  Moreover,  the  writer  was  impressed  by  Thomas  Wright’s 
humane  consideration  for  the  two  little  slave  girls  and  their  family. 

Thomas  Wright,  sixth  generation  of  the  Wrights  in  America  and  the 
sixth  generation  in  the  writer’s  ascent  to  his  Wright  ancestry,  was  the  last 
male  in  that  ancestry  whose  surname  was  Wright;  but  the  name  has  had 
considerable  use  as  a  forename  among  the  succeeding  generations  of  the 
Frost  family  into  which  Thomas  Wright’s  daughter  Nancy  married. 

The  names  and  birth  dates  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright’s 
eight  children  have  already  been  presented  in  the  transcript  of  the  pension 
declaration.  Information  gathered  from  other  sources  is  included  in  the 
following  sketches  on  these  children. 

1.  John  Wright,  first  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright, 
was  born  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  September  23,  1781.  His  death 
occurred  between  December  9,  1852,  and  January  21,  1853.  On  the 
former  date  John  Wright  made  his  will  ( Yadkin  County  Will  Book  1 ,  p.  7), 
while  on  the  latter  he  was  declared  dead  by  Jesse  Vesteal  in  the  pension 
declaration  filed  by  the  heirs  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  an  insertion  in  the  Bible  record  of  his  sister  Nancy  Wright 
Frost,  John  Wright  married  a  girl  named  Polly  on  February  16,  1819. 
No  record  of  this  marriage  has  been  found  in  the  courthouses  of  Surry  and 
adjoining  Counties;  but  there  is  a  record  of  the  marriage  of  a  John  Wright 
to  Elvina  Wheeler  on  April  26,  1829,  in  Surry  County.  If  this  was  John 
Wright  the  son  of  Thomas  Wright,  he  appears  to  have  outlived  his  second 
wife  and  to  have  had  no  children  by  either  marriage,  for  his  will  directed 
that  his  property  be  given  to  his  sister  Amelia  Davis,  his  niece  Mary 
Foote,  his  nephew  James  Wright,  and  to  his  brother-in-law  Henry  Foote. 
Henry  Foote  was  executor  of  the  will.  Although  no  monument  has  been 
found,  John  Wright  and  his  wife,  or  wives,  are  assumed  to  have  been 
buried  in  Yadkin  County.  John  Wright  had  been  executor  of  his  father’s 
will. 
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2.  Daniel  Wright,  second  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright, 
was  born  August  13,  1784.  His  father’s  will  spoke  of  him  as  being  in  “The 
Western  Country,”  which  could  have  included  any  of  a  large  number  of 
states.  The  suggestion  by  a  descendant  that  he  went  to  Missouri  has  not 
been  verified  by  any  records  which  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
writer. 

3.  Lucy  Wright,  third  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright, 
was  born  October  27,  1786,  and  died  in  her  home  near  Belt’s  Bridge  in 
Iredell  County,  North  Carolina,  in  1873.  On  October  21,  1804,  according 
to  family  records,  she  married  Thomas  Belt,  Jr.,  who  was  born  in  Maryland 
in  1769  and  died  in  1829.  Thomas,  Jr.,  and  Lucy  Wright  Belt  are  buried 
in  New  Hope  Church  Cemetery  near  their  home.  They  had  at  least  one 
child,  Thomas  Wright  Belt,  who  became  a  physician  and  moved  to  Ala¬ 
bama.  Two  of  his  descendants,  Haller  Belt  of  San  Francisco  and  Hattie 
Slaughter  Reedy  of  Umatilla,  Florida,  assisted  in  the  gathering  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  family.  Thomas  Belt,  Jr.,  had  a  sister  Ruth  Belt  who  was  the 
great-grandmother  of  T.  E.  Swann  of  Statesville,  North  Carolina,  who  has 
helped  assemble  information  on  a  number  of  the  writer’s  ancestors  and 
their  relatives  in  western  North  Carolina. 

4.  Amelia  Wright,  called  Milly  Davis  in  her  father’s  will,  was  Thomas 
and  Mary  Clanton  Wright’s  fourth  child.  She  was  born  March  22,  1789. 
On  an  unknown  date  she  married  Isaac  Davis,  who  died  before  February  7, 
1827,  when  his  brother-in-law  John  Wright,  his  execuor  and  the  guardian 
of  his  minor  children,  filed  an  inventory  of  his  estate.  Named  as  minor 
children  were  Caroline,  Thomas,  Lucy,  William,  and  James  Davis  ( Surry 
County  Settlements,  Files  413  and  437).  Amelia  Wright  Davis  was  still 
a  widow  on  January  21,  1853,  when  the  heirs  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
Clanton  Wright  filed  application  for  the  pension  which  had  been  due 
their  mother  but  which  she  had  not  received.  The  time  and  place  of  her 
death  has  not  been  determined.  The  William  Davis  who  married  Milly 
Head  in  Yadkin  County  on  April  1,  1854,  and  the  Thomas  W.  Davis  who 
married  Minerva  Butner  on  April  29,  1855,  in  the  same  county  presumably 
were  sons  of  Isaac  and  Amelia  Wright  Davis. 

5.  William  Williams  Wright,  fifth  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton 
Wright,  was  born  February  26,  1791,  and  died  December  4,  1870.  On 
March  28,  1815,  he  married  his  first  cousin  Sarah  Martin,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Robert  and  Amelia  Wright  Martin.  She  was  born  September  15,  1794, 
and  died  July  13,  1864.  In  1827  William  W.  and  Sarah  Martin 
Wright  were  living  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  as  evidenced  by  a  deed 
in  which  Robert  Martin  of  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina,  deeded  “My 
Negro  girl  Rachel  and  her  increase  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  my  daughter 
Sarah  Wright  and  the  heirs  of  her  body,  the  wife  of  William  W.  Wright  of 
Madison  County,  Alabama  ( Madison  County  Deed  Book  L,  p.  105).” 
Apparently  they  were  back  in  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina,  by  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  1842,  when  Dr.  Robert  Martin  made  his  will  in  which  he 
bequeathed  to  his  daughter  Sarah  Wright  a  tract  of  land  in  Wilkes  County 
and  entailed  it  to  her  children,  specifying  that  it  should  not  be  “at  the 
disposal  of  her  husband  William  W.  Wright.”  William  Williams  and  Sarah 
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Martin  Wright  were  buried  in  the  Wright  Family  Cemetery  near  Hunting 
Creek,  in  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina,  on  land  belonging  in  1961  to 
R.  V.  Beshears.  Tombstone  inscriptions  verify  their  birth  and  death  dates. 
They  had  six  children  including  James  William  Wright,  who  received  a 
bequest  from  his  uncle  John  Wright  ( Yadkin  County  Will  Book  1,  p.  7). 
He  married  Frances  Transeau  (June  10,  1839 — May  18,  1907),  daughter 
of  James  and  Mary  Rousseau  Transeau,  in  1861,  according  to  a  family 
Bible  record  in  the  possession  of  one  of  their  descendants,  David  Ralph 
Wright,  Sr.  James  W.  Wright,  born  February  28,  1826,  was  a  Confederate 
soldier  and  died  January  30,  1865,  as  a  prisoner  of  war  at  Point  Lookout, 
Maryland,  where  he  is  buried.  In  his  will  ( Wilkes  County  Will  Book  5, 
p.  421)  he  named  not  only  his  wife  and  only  son,  Charles  Calvin  Wright, 
but  also  his  brothers  Robert  M.,  Thomas,  John  S.,  and  William  M.  Wright 
and  his  sister  Amelia  M.  (Matilda)  Wright  Brotherton,  thereby  providing 
an  authentic  list  of  William  W.  and  Sarah  Martin  Wright’s  children.  Charles 
Calvin  Wright,  according  to  Bible  record,  was  born  August  12,  1862,  and 
married  on  September  23,  1891,  Jennie  Catherine  Land,  who  was  born 
June  6,  1868.  Charles  Calvin  Wright  lived  at  Hunting  Creek  in  'Wilkes 
County  and  was  Superintendent  of  Wilkes  County  Schools  before  his 
death  on  July  14,  1933.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  five  children  as 
follows:  1)  Mary  Davis  Wright,  who  was  born  June  13,  1892,  and  died 
April  10,  1913,  without  children;  2)  James  Thomas  Carr  Wright,  born 
May  22,  1894;  3)  David  Ralph  Wright,  who  was  born  March  3,  1896, 
married  Eula  Bumgarner  on  June  6,  1920,  and  became  the  father  of  David 
Ralph  Wright,  Jr.,  born  March  16,  1921,  and  John  Rowland  Wright, 
born  March  11,  1925;  4)  Clyde  Robert  Wright,  born  April  12,  1901;  and 
5)  Charles  Calvin  Wright,  Jr.,  born  February  21,  1911.  During  the  year 
1961  the  writer  met  personally  Charles  Calvin  Wright,  Jr.,  of  Elkins, 
North  Carolina,  and  had  telephone  conversation  or  correspondence  with 
David  Ralph  Wright,  Sr.,  of  Falls  Church,  Virginia,  and  his  two  sons  David 
Ralph  Wright,  Jr.,  of  Canton,  North  Carolina,  and  the  Reverend  John 
Rowland  Wright,  of  North  Wilkesboro,  North  Carolina,  and  with  James 
Thomas  Carr  Wright,  of  Boone,  North  Carolina.  Fie  had  not  previously 
made  contact  with  any  other  living  Wrights  with  whom  he  has  a  common 
ancestry.  This  common  ancestry  could  not  have  been  established  without 
the  information  which  they  have  provided  on  the  descendants  of  William 
Williams  Wright  and  his  wife  Sarah  Martin  Wright. 

6.  Nancy  Wright,  sixth  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright, 
was  born  April  22,  1795,  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  and  died  No¬ 
vember  19,  1854,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  On  October  17,  1811, 
at  the  age  of  sixteen,  she  married  William  Clary  whose  birth  place  and  date 
are  not  known.  He  died  April  25,  1819,  according  to  Bible  record.  Two 
children — Mary  Ann  and  Lucy  Caroline  Clary — were  born  to  this  union. 
On  April  21,  1822,  Nancy  Wright  Clary  married  2)  Ebenezer  B.  Frost, 
son  of  Captain  John  and  Rebecca  Boone  Frost,  a  widower  with  one  son, 
Nimrod  Bailey  Frost.  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  was  born  about  1795  in  Rowan 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  died  in  Arkansas  on  November  29,  1836. 
Five  sons — Thomas  Wright,  John  Ebenezer,  William,  William  Daniel, 
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and  Edwin  M.  Frost — were  born  to  this  union.  At  unknown  dates  between 
1840  and  1850  Nancy  Wright  married  3)  William  Brown  and  4)  Abner 
Steed,  both  of  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  and  both  widowers.  Birth  and 
death  dates  are  not  known  for  either.  Nancy  Wright  (Clary,  Frost, 
Brown)  Steed  was  buried  near  Unionville,  Tennessee.  As  she  was  one  of 
the  writer’s  direct  ancestors,  her  story  is  told  in  greater  detail  in  the  next 
section  of  this  chapter  and  in  the  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  section  of  Chapter  I. 

7.  Thomas  B.  Wright,  seventh  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton 
Wright,  was  born  August  29,  1797.  On  June  16,  1824,  according  to  Surry 
County  marriage  records,  he  married  Sally  Armstrong.  For  a  number  of 
years,  including  1829,  Thomas  B.  Wright  was  Sheriff  of  Surry  County.  His 
uncle  John  Wright  also  held  this  office.  Apparently  Thomas  B.  Wright  was 
living  in  1853  when  his  mother’s  heirs  filed  claim  for  the  pension  which  had 
been  due  her;  but  information  about  his  residence  and  family  status  at  that 
time  or  later  has  not  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer. 

8.  Mary  (Polly)  Wright,  eighth  child  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton 
Wright,  was  born  July  18,  1804,  and  died  in  Yadkin  County,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  May  1,  1890.  On  February  16,  1821,  according  to  Surry  County 
marriage  records  (1820  by  family  records),  she  married  Henry  Foote,  who 
was  bom  June  1,  1795,  and  died  October  27,  1876.  They  are  buried  in 
the  Sandy  Creek  Baptist  Church  Cemetery  in  Yadkin  County.  A  daughter, 
Mary  Foote,  was  named  in  the  will  of  her  uncle  John  Wright.  There  was  a 
son,  Major  James  Henry  Foote,  Confederate  States  Army,  the  grandfather 
of  Electra  Foote  Thomas,  deceased,  whose  research  and  records  of  family 
history,  made  available  to  the  writer  by  her  daughter  Betty  Thomas 
Hawthorne,  have  added  considerably  to  the  information  on  the  Footes  and 
other  descendants  of  Thomas  and  Mary  Clanton  Wright.  Others  suspected 
of  being  children  of  Henry  and  Mary  (Polly)  Wright  Foote  include  William 
W.  Foote,  listed  in  the  pension  declaration  as  administrator  of  Mary  Clan¬ 
ton  Wright.  A  complete  list  of  these  children  has  not  been  made  available 
to  the  writer.  The  sale  of  Henry  Foote’s  home,  advertised  for  January  5, 
1888,  indicates  that  the  family  lived  in  the  Eagle  Mills  Township  of  Iredell 
County  and  that  another  son,  Thomas  W.  Foote,  was  administrator  of 
Henry  Foote’s  estate.  The  land  lay  partly  in  Iredell  County  and  partly  in 
Davie. 


Nancy  Wright  ( 1795-1854 ) 

Nancy  Wright,  the  third  daughter  and  sixth  child  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  Clanton  Wright,  was  born  April  22,  1795,  in  that  part  of  Surry  County, 
North  Carolina  which  later  became  Yadkin  County.  She  died  in  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  November  19,  1854.  On  October  17,  1811,  at  the  age 
of  sixteen,  she  married  William  Clary,  whose  birth  place  and  date  are  not 
known  but  whose  death  occurred  April  25,  1819.  In  the  years  which 
followed,  Nancy  had  three  other  husbands — Ebenezer  B.  Frost,  William 
Brown,  and  Abner  Steed. 

The  dates  used  above,  along  with  many  others  of  importance  to  family 
history,  are  recorded  in  Nancy’s  Bible,  handed  down  through  four  genera- 
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lions  to  her  namesake  great-great-great-granddaughter,  Nancy  Wright 
Gammill  Fabian.  It  is  a  large  leather-bound  book,  printed  and  published  by 
Mathew  Carey,  No.  122  Market  Street,  Philadelphia,  in  1812.  The  records 
are  in  the  handwriting  of  several  people.  This  fact  does  not  necessarily 
effect  the  authenticity  of  all  records,  but  some  of  them  obviously  were 
entered  many  years  after  Nancy’s  death  and  may  not  be  correct.  Since 
Nancy’s  mark,  rather  than  her  signature,  has  been  found  recorded  on 
legal  documents,  she  may  have  been  unable  to  write  and  may  have  had  to 
depend  upon  her  husbands  or  others  to  record  the  important  family  dates. 
A  section  containing  the  birth  dates  of  Thomas  Wright’s  children  seems  to 
be  an  almost  exact  copy  from  the  Bible  which  Nancy’s  sister,  Mary 
Wright  Foote,  submitted  for  use  in  the  pension  claim  of  the  heirs  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  Clanton  Wright  in  1853. 

Two  daughters  were  born  to  the  marriage  of  William  and  Nancy 
Wright  Clary.  When  this  study  was  first  begun,  the  writer  was  unaware  of 
the  records  in  Nancy’s  Bible.  His  first  suspicion  that  Nancy  had  two 
daughters  by  William  Clary  came  from  the  1830  Census  Report  of  Madison 
County,  Alabama,  which  listed  two  females  between  the  ages  of  ten  and 
fifteen  in  the  household  of  Nancy’s  then  husband,  Ebenezer  B.  Frost.  By 
1840  Nancy  was  again  a  widow,  the  only  female  in  her  household,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Census  Report  for  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  for  that  year. 

What  had  become  of  Nancy’s  two  daughters?  To  help  solve  the  mystery 
of  the  missing  Clary  girls,  the  writer  sought  the  help  of  Kathleen  Paul 
Jones  (Mrs.  Howard  C.),  a  noted  genealogist,  of  New  Market,  Alabama. 
He  jokingly  informed  Mrs.  Jones  that  he  wished  to  get  the  two  girls  married 
to  successful  business  men  of  Huntsville,  Alabama,  or  to  prosperous  Bed¬ 
ford  County,  Tennessee,  farmers.  From  her  records  of  Madison  County, 
Alabama,  Mrs.  Jones  quoted  the  following:  “ Book  E,  Page  155,  License 
No.  336,  Joseph  R.  Browne  to  Mary  Ann  Clary.  License  issued  21  May 
1834;  solemnized  22  May  1834.  .  .  Mrs.  Jones  cited  also  a  record 
( Deed  Book  V ,  p.  38)  of  a  transaction  by  which  Joseph  R.  Brown  and 
wife,  Mary  Ann,  then  of  Marshall  County,  Alabama,  sold  a  lot  in  New 
Market,  Alabama,  “containing  a  house,  ice  house,  and  well.”  Mrs.  Jones 
added  this:  “Joseph  R.  Brown  was  one  of  the  merchants  of  the  day.  The 
fact  that  this  Clary  girl  married  a  New  .Market  man  almost  definitely 
places  her,  as  I  have  no  record  of  any  other  Clarys  here.  .  .  .  The  other 
girl  is  lost  either  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  or  among  the  vagaries  of 
Judge  Hammond’s  employee  [a  copyist  with  tippling  habits,  who  frequently 
made  extensive  omissions].” 

Mrs.  Jones  apparently  had  solved  half  of  the  mystery.  Since  the 
marriage  records  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  had  been  destroyed  by  a 
courthouse  fire  during  the  Civil  War,  the  records  of  adjoining  Lincoln 
County  were  searched  with  the  hopes  that  possibly  the  other  Clary  girl  had 
married  there;  but  the  search  was  in  vain.  Little  hope  was  held  even  for 
determining  the  name  of  Mary  Ann  Clary’s  sister  until  a  copy  of  the  Nancy 
Wright  Bible  became  available.  Two  entries  in  this  Bible  record  not  only 
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provided  the  missing  name  but  also  confirmed  that  the  Mary  Ann  Clary 
who  had  married  Joseph  R.  Brown  was  Nancy  Wright  Clary’s  daughter.  As 
copied  from  the  Bible,  these  entries  were  as  follows: 

“Maryann  Clary  was  born  September  14th  in  the  year  of  our  lord — 
1816.” 

“Lucy  Carline  [Caroline]  Clary  was  born  february  the  4th  in  the 
year  of  our  lord  1818.” 

When  older  relatives  were  asked  about  Aunt  Lucy  Caroline,  none 
could  remember  ever  having  heard  of  her.  Weeks  went  by  without  any 
solution  to  the  mystery,  when  two  previously  dissociated  facts  suddenly 
became  associated.  In  1846  John  E.  Frost,  Nancy’s  son  by  her 
second  marriage,  jointly  with  William  Little,  purchased  land  from  his 
mother,  then  Nancy  Steed  ( Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  Deed  Book  PP, 
p.  16).  Was  this  joint  purchase  not  an  indication  that  the  two  men  were 
related  in  some  way — perhaps  half-brothers-in-law?  The  other  fact  which 
became  associated  with  the  one  just  mentioned  was  Cousin  Will  Frost’s 
reference  to  Cousin  Mollie  Little  Frierson  as  his  half-first  cousin.  How 
else  could  she  have  been  a  half-first  cousin  except  that  her  mother  had  been 
a  half-sister  of  Cousin  Will  Frost’s  father,  Dr.  William  Daniel  Frost? 
Cherchez  la  femme,  as  the  French  would  say.  Prove  that  William  Little, 
or  Colonel  Billy  Little,  as  he  was  known  in  later  life,  had  married  our 
great-great-half- aunt  Lucy  Caroline  Clary.  Cousin  Will  Frost’s  grandson 
William  Frost  Hawkins,  with  whom  other  genealogical  theories  had  been 
exchanged,  concurred  in  this  one  but  pointed  out  that  proof  would  be 
difficult  to  establish.  He  did  suggest,  however,  that  Dr.  Benjamin  Burdett, 
a  retired  physician  of  Shelbyville,  might  know  where  Colonpl  Little  and 
his  wife  were  buried.  Dr.  Burdett  replied  that  the  Little  family  plot  in 
Willow  Mount  Cemetery  in  Shelbyville  contained  a  double  marker  with 
inscriptions  as  follows: 


WILLIAM  LITTLE 
Son  of 

Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Little 
Born  Jan.  29,  1806 
Died  Sept.  1,  1875 


LUCY  CAROLINE 
Wife  of 
William  Little 
Daughter  of 

William  and  Nancy  Clary 
Born  February  4,  1818 
Died  January  28,  1876 


Seldom  does  a  tombstone  inscription  provide  more  convincing  proof 
of  relationship. 

Meanwhile  in  a  cemetery  near  Unionville,  Tennessee,  a  grave  stone 
for  Mary  Ann  Clary’s  husband  was  found  near  her  mother’s  grave  with 
this  inscription:  “Joseph  R.  Brown,  Died  Jan.  22,  1875,  Aged  63  yrs., 
8  mo.,  12  days.”  Mary  Ann  Clary  Brown  is  known  to  have  survived  her 
husband;  but  the  writer  has  not  been  able  to  determine  the  date  of  her 
death  nor  whether  she  is  buried  by  her  husband’s  side  without  a  marker  or 
in  another  cemetery. 

On  April  21,  1822,  three  years  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband, 
Nancy  Wright  Clary  married  Ebenezer  B.  Frost,  son  of  Captain  John  and 
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Rebecca  Boone  Frost  ( Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  Marriage  Records ). 
This  was  his  second  marriage  also.  He  had  become  a  widower  at  or 
soon  after  the  birth  of  his  son  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost  on  March  4,  1817.  The 
marriage  bond  for  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  and  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost’s  mother, 
the  former  Elizabeth  Gaither,  was  dated  June  11,  1816  ( Rowan  County, 
North  Carolina,  Marriage  Records).  Ebenezer  B.  Frost’s  birth  date  has 
not  been  determined,  but  it  was  about  1795.  He  died  November  29,  1836. 
Although  his  death  occurred  in  Arkansas,  his  family  was  then  living  in 
Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  Four  years  later,  when  the  1840  Census 
was  taken,  Nancy  Frost  was  listed  as  the  head  of  a  household  with  four 
boys  but  no  girls. 

Ebenezer  B.  and  Nancy  Wright  Frost  were  the  parents  of  five  sons — 
Thomas  Wright,  John  Ebenezer,  William,  William  Daniel,  and  Edwin  M. 
Frost.  Their  sketches  are  found  in  the  Ebenezer  B.  Frost  section  of  Chapter 
I.  Since  the  story  of  Ebenezer  B.  and  Nancy  Wright  Frost  is  presented  in  that 
section,  most  of  that  part  of  Nancy’s  life  is  omitted  in  this  chapter. 

Ebenezer  B.  and  Nancy  Wright  Frost’s  son  William  had  died  in  infancy. 
By  1840  Nancy’s  two  daughters  by  her  first  marriage  had  married,  and  her 
step-son  Nimrod  Bailey  Frost  had  already  left  home  apparently.  Two  years 
later,  on  May  26,  1842,  five  and  one  half  years  after  the  death  of  Ebenezer 
B.  Frost,  Nancy  entered  into  a  marriage  contract  with  William  Brown  of 
Lincoln  County,  Tennessee  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  LL,  p.  412). 
Nancy  was  to  hold  title  to  all  her  property  but  in  turn  relinquished  claim 
to  a  dowry  from  William  Brown  in  case  she  should  survive  him.  The  con¬ 
tract  apparently  was  made  in  order  to  protect  the  property  rights  of  the 
children  of  both  parties.  In  those  days  married  women  ordinarily  did  not 
own  property  in  their  own  names. 

Either  the  marriage  was  delayed  for  a  few  months  after  the  signing 
of  the  contract  or  Nancy  retained  her  name  for  legal  purposes,  for  on 
August  18,  1842,  she  bought  a  tract  of  land  from  Kindred  Pearson  and  two 
days  later  sold  him  a  tract  of  land  in  the  name  of  Nancy  W.  Frost.  The 
actual  date  of  Nancy’s  marriage  to  William  Brown  is  not  known;  but 
there  is  no  cause  to  doubt  that  it  took  place,  for  his  death  is  recorded  in 
Nancy’s  Bible  as  May  6,  1844.  Since  William  Brown’s  estate  was  ad¬ 
ministered  in  Lincoln  County,  it  is  assumed  that  Nancy  and  her  four 
boys  moved  into  William  Brown’s  home.  Where  the  family  lived  between 
William  Brown’s  death  and  Nancy’s  remarriage  is  not  known;  but  even 
earlier,  on  April  23,  1843,  Nancy’s  oldest  son,  Thomas  Wright  Frost,  had 
married  Polly  Boone,  daughter  of  William  and  Sallie  Howard  Boone,  of 
Flat  Creek,  in  Bedford  County.  The  date  of  Nancy’s  marriage  to  Abner 
Steed  has  not  been  found;  but  it  was  before  October  23,  1846,  when  Nancy 
Steed,  of  Lincoln  County,  sold  land  jointly  to  her  son  John  Ebenezer  Frost 
and  her  son-in-law  William  Little,  husband  of  Lucy  Caroline  Clary  Little 
( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  PP,  p.  16).  Nancy  made  her  mark,  and 
Abner  Steed  signed  as  security.  It  could  have  been  modesty  rather  than  a 
lack  of  education  which  caused  Nancy  to  make  her  mark  rather  than  sign  her 
name;  but  a  lack  of  formal  education  was  common  among  the  women  of 
her  day. 
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A  few  months  earlier,  on  August  6,  1846,  John  Ebenezer  Frost  had 
married  a  Flat  Creek  girl,  Alcey  Dews  Hix.  Just  when  her  son  William 
Daniel  Frost  left  the  family  fireside  is  not  known;  but  on  September  13, 
1854,  two  months  before  Nancy’s  death,  he  married  Martha  Lydia  Brown 
in  Obion  County,  Tennessee.  Nancy’s  youngest  son,  Edwin  M.  Frost,  ap¬ 
parently  never  married. 

Abner  Steed  and  wife  Nancy  were  listed  in  the  1850  Census  Report 
for  the  Sixth  District  of  Lincoln  County  with  no  one  else  in  their  household. 
Land  records  indicate  that  their  home  was  on  West  Mulberry  Creek  in  the 
Charity  Community  of  what  is  now  Moore  County.  On  September  27, 
1850,  Abner  Steed  bought  242  acres  of  land  in  the  Eleventh  District  of 
Bedford  County  on  the  waters  of  Weekley’s  Creek  ( Bedford  County  Deed 
Book  SS,  p.  144),  and  it  is  assumed  that  the  family  moved  to  the  vicinity  of 
Unionville  soon  thereafter.  It  was  not  until  January  25,  1854,  about  ten 
months  before  Nancy’s  death,  however,  that  Abner  Steed  sold  his  land 
on  West  Mulberry  Creek  in  Lincoln  County  ( Deed  Book  B-2,  p.  132). 
Abner  Steed’s  signature  was  witnessed  by  Nancy’s  son  Edwin  M.  Frost 
and  by  her  son-in-law  Joseph  R.  Brown. 

Nancy  Wright  (Clary,  Frost,  Brown)  Steed  died  November  19,  1854, 
and  was  buried  in  a  small  cemetery  about  one-half  mile  east  of  Unionville 
on  a  farm  which  belonged  to  Douglass  Jeffreys  in  1958.  Although  she  was 
married  four  times,  not  one  of  her  husbands  is  buried  at  her  side.  Nearby, 
however,  are  the  graves  of  her  son  Edwin  M.  Frost,  who  died  September 
5,  1855,  at  the  age  of  “22  yrs.,  8  mo.,  1 1  days,”  according  to  his  tombstone 
inscription,  and  Joseph  R.  Brown,  husband  of  her  daughter  Mary  Ann  Clary 
Brown. 

Abner  Steed,  known  to  Nancy’s  children  and  grandchildren  as  “Daddy 
Steed,”  survived  her  by  a  number  of  years.  His  passing  apparently  took 
place  sometime  between  November  22,  1862,  when  he  sold  268  acres  in 
the  Eleventh  District  of  Bedford  County  to  William  Floyd,  and  August  7, 
1865,  when  W.  C.  Blanton  and  F.  S.  Brown  swore  that  they  had  seen 
Abner  Steed  sign  the  deed  ( Deed  Book  DDD,  p.  550).  The  writer  has  not 
learned  the  place  of  Abner  Steed’s  burial. 


A  SUPPLEMENT 

Lucretia  Wright  ( 1 756-1842 )  and  Some  of  Her  Descendants 

As  has  been  indicated  by  a  previous  reference  to  it,  this  supplemen¬ 
tary  section  has  been  planned  to  present  other  maternal  ancestors  of  the 
writer’s  children  while  tracing  their  descent  from  Lucretia  Wright.  Other 
family  lines  are  introduced  with  each  of  seven  generations  beginning  with 
Lucretia  Wright  who  represents  the  sixth  generation  of  the  Wrights  in 
America.  Due  to  the  concentration  of  so  many  names  within  a  limited 
space,  information  on  most  of  them  is  restricted  to  the  most  essential  rather 
than  presenting  all  which  is  available. 

Generation  No.  6.  Lucretia  Wright,  daughter  of  John  III  and  Anne 
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Williams  Wright,  was  known  in  later  life  almost  exclusively  as  Lucy. 
She  was  born  in  Fauquier  County,  Virginia,  July  7,  1765,  a  little  less  than 
ten  years  before  her  parents  moved  to  Surry  County,  North  Carolina. 
As  she  grew  to  womanhood,  she  became  acquainted  with  William  Pettey, 
a  soldier  of  the  Revolution,  and  married  him  on  January  25,  1783,  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  family  Bible  record,  owned  formerly  by  their  son  Daniel  Harrison 
Pettey  and  copied  for  the  writer  in  1959  by  Mrs.  Ida  Stimpson  Miller,  of 
Dallas,  Texas,  about  a  year  before  her  death  at  88.  Mrs.  Miller  was 
Daniel  Harrison  Pettey’s  granddaughter.  The  marriage  bond  for  William 
Pettey  and  Lucy  Wright  seems  not  to  have  been  recorded;  but  they  are 
thought  to  have  married  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  where  they 
were  living  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.  In  his  application,  dated  Febru¬ 
ary  21,  1833,  for  which  he  received  Revolutionary  Pension  Number 
7070,  William  Pettey  stated  that  he-  was  born  in  Fauquier  or  Stafford 
County,  Virginia. 

No  public  or  family  record  has  been  found  which  positively  establishes 
the  William  Pettey  who  married  Lucy  Wright  as  the  son  of  the  Reverend 
William  Petty  (Sr.)  who  owned  land  and  preached  in  Surry  and  Wilkes 
Counties,  North  Carolina,  from  about  1780  until  about  1800.  Most  students 
of  Petty  family  history,  however,  believe  that  this  relationship  existed. 
There  is  strong  circumstantial  evidence,  but  no  positive  proof,  that  this 
Reverend  William  Petty  (Sr.),  who  resigned  as  pastor  of  the  Flat  Rock 
Baptist  Church,  near  Hamptonville,  North  Carolina,  about  1800  and 
asked  for  dismission  to  the  west  was  the  William  Petty  whose  will  was  pro¬ 
bated  in  Clark  County,  Kentucky,  in  1805.  Both  Petty  and  Pettey  are 
accepted  ways  of  spelling  the  family  name.  The  former  is  found  almost 
exclusively  among  the  records  of  Surry  and  Wilkes  Counties;  but  the 
latter  was  used  in  the  Bible  records  and  tombstone  inscriptions  of  William 
and  Lucy  Wright  Pettey,  who  were  the  parents  of  the  following  thirteen 
children:  Nancy  Pettey,  who  was  born  February  28,  1785,  married  John 
Hickerson,  and  settled  with  him  in  what  is  now  Coffee  County,  Tennessee; 
Eli  Pettey,  who  was  born  December  26,  1786,  married  his  first  cousin 
Dianah  Harrison  Martin,  and  settled  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee, 
about  1839;  Lazarus  Pettey,  who  was  born  June  7,  1789,  married  a  girl 
named  Sarah  and  lived  in  Georgia;  John  Wright  Pettey,  who  was  born 
February  28,  1792,  married  on  March  19,  1817,  Anna  Harris,  lived  in 
Madison  County,  Alabama,  and  died  September  25,  1876;  Zachariah 
Pettey,  who  was  born  May  28,  1793,  married  on  January  2,  1823,  Rebekah 
Shackelford,  and  lived  in  Madison  County,  where  he  died  July  8,  1854; 
Amelia  Pettey,  who  was  born  July  20,  1795,  and  married  David  Carlton 
in  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina,  December  26,  1814;  William  Thornton 
Pettey,  who  was  born  November  29,  1797,  and  is  reported  to  have  married 
on  December  3-6,  1821,  Abigail  Bayless  in  Madison  County,  Alabama; 
Sally  Pettey,  who  was  born  August  11,  1799,  and  is  reported  to  have  mar¬ 
ried  a  Jamison;  James  William  Pettey,  who  was  born  October  12,  1801, 
and  is  reported  to  have  married  Elizabeth  F.  Morgan  in  Madison  County, 
Alabama,  August  1-4,  1825;  Thomas  Merce  Pettey,  who  was  born  October 
5,  1803,  and  is  reported  to  have  married  Louisa  W.  Roberts  in  Madison 
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County,  Alabama,  August  1-4,  1825,  apparently  in  a  double  wedding  with 
the  above;  Benjamin  Franklin  Pettey,  who  was  born  November  4,  1805, 
and  is  reported  to  have  married  1 )  Cynthia  Bryan  in  Wilkes  County, 
North  Carolina,  January  29,  1829,  and  2)  Jane  Amanda  Nisbet  in  Iredel 
County,  North  Carolina,  in  1852;  Eliza  Pettey,  who  was  born  August  28, 
1808,  and  is  reported  to  have  married  Alfred  Eastman  May  27-June  4, 
1825,  in  Madison  County,  Alabama;  and  Daniel  Harrison  Pettey,  who 
was  born  February  28,  1812,  and  married  Susan  A.  Stone  in  Madison 
County,  Alabama,  November  5,  1833. 

Three  descendants  of  the  above  named  children  of  William  and  Lucy 
Wright  Pettey  have  made  available  to  the  writer  significant  information  on 
the  Pettey  family.  Mrs.  Vivian  Pettey  Parks,  of  Houston,  Texas,  a  descend¬ 
ant  of  John  Wright  and  Anna  Harris  Pettey,  has  supplied  copies  of  Bible 
records  and  other  important  items  of  information  on  the  Pettey  family. 
T.  R.  Howard,  born  in  Texas  but  living  in  Chicago  in  1961,  a  descendant 
of  David  and  Amelia  Pettey  Carlton,  has  rendered  a  unique  service  in 
the  compilation  and  confirmation  of  information  on  the  Wrights,  Petteys, 
and  other  families  through  his  research  in  the  famous  Newberry  Library. 
Miss  Nellie  Holland,  of  Statesville,  North  Carolina,  a  descendant  of  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin  and  Jane  Amanda  Nisbet  Pettey,  has  made  available  her 
collection  of  records  on  the  Wright  and  Pettey  families. 

All  of  William  and  Lucy  Wright  Pettey’s  thirteen  children  are  thought 
to  have  been  born  in  Wilkes  County,  North  Carolina,  where  the  parents 
lived  most  of  the  time  from  their  marriage  in  1783  until  their  removal  to 
Madison  County,  Alabama,  in  1817.  On  the  side  of  a  road  near  Blutcher’s 
Ford  in  Madison  County  is  a  tombstone  with  the  following  inscription: 
“IN  MEMORY  OF  WILLIAM  PETTEY,  BORN  MAR.  13,  1764,  DIED 
SEPT.  26  1834.”  Beside  it  is  another  with  this  inscription:  “IN  MEMORY 
OF  LUCY  PETTEY,  BORN  JUL.  7,  1765,  DIED  AUG.  16,  1842.” 
The  dates  contained  in  these  inscriptions,  along  with  the  birth  dates  of 
their  thirteen  children  and  other  family  facts  were  recorded  in  an  old 
Pettey  Bible  which  was  in  the  possession  of  their  granddaughter  Mary 
Thomas  Spragins  Walker  when  it  was  destroyed  by  fire,  on  May  10,  1928. 
Luckily,  two  of  Alabama’s  leading  genealogists,  Mrs.  Kathleen  Paul  Jones, 
of  New  Market  and  her  sister-in-law,  Mrs.  Pauline  Jones  Gandrud,  of 
Tuscaloosa,  made  a  copy  of  this  Bible  record  about  a  month  before  the 
fire.  This  Bible  appears  to  have  been  owned  originally  by  Mary  Thomas 
Spragins  Walker’s  grandfather  Zachariah  Pettey,  next  in  the  descent  from 
Lucretia  (Lucy)  Wright  to  the  writer’s  children. 

Generation  No.  7.  Zachariah  Pettey,  fifth  child  of  William  and 
Lucretia  (Lucy)  Wright  Pettey,  was  born  May  28,  1793,  in  Wilkes 
County,  North  Carolina,  and  died  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  July  8, 
1854.  Rebekah  Shackleford,  whom  he  married  January  2,  1823,  was  born 
in  Laurens  County,  South  Carolina,  December  20,  1790,  and  died  in  Madi¬ 
son  County,  Alabama,  March  26,  1875.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Mary  Ann  Roberts  Shackleford.  Richard  Shackleford,  reported  but 
not  confirmed  as  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  is  reported  also  to  have  been  the 
son  of  Roger  Shackleford,  the  son  of  Francis  and  Sarah  Lewis  Shackleford 
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of  Essex  County,  Virginia.  Mary  Ann  Roberts,  as  evidenced  by  a  deed  of 
gift  dated  April  6,  1775,  was  the  daughter  of  William  R.  Roberts  ( Halifax 
County  Deed  Book  9,  p.  409).  The  daughter-father  relationship  between 
Rebekah  Shackleford  Pettey  and  Richard  Shackleford  is  documented  by 
his  will  ( Madison  County,  Alabama,  Probate  Record  Book  3,  p.  70). 
Richard  Shackleford  is  also  recorded  in  the  Minutes  of  Madison  County 
Orphan’s  Court  as  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  the  Gospel  in  the 
Church  of  Christ  ( Minute  Book  1,  p.  62). 

Zachariah  and  Rebekah  Shackleford  Pettey  are  buried  in  the  Pettey 
Family  Cemetery  in  the  New  Market  Community  of  Madison  County, 
near  Mint  Springs  Road,  on  land  which  in  1961  belonged  to  Richard 
Crumrine.  Zachariah  Pettey’s  monument  gives  his  birth  and  death  dates; 
but  Rebekah’s  was  removed  many  years  ago  by  a  thoughtless  person  who 
used  it  in  the  construction  of  a  fireplace.  Zachariah  and  Rebekah’s  marriage 
is  recorded  in  the  Madison  County  courthouse  in  Huntsville.  Their  birth 
and  death  dates  were  recorded  along  with  their  marriage  date  in  the  old 
Pettey  Bible  to  which  reference  has  already  been  made.  This  Bible  record 
also  contained  the  death  dates  of  Rebekah’s  parents — Richard  Shackleford, 
who  died  January  11,  1824,  “aged  73  years,  28  days,”  and  Mary  Ann 
Roberts  Shackleford,  who  died  May  13,  1832,  “aged  84  years,  3  mo.,  1 
day.”  This  old  Pettey  Bible  record,  begun  by  Zachariah  and  Rebekah 
Shackleford  Pettey  and  continued  by  some  of  their  descendants,  is  the 
source  of  information  also  for  the  names  and  birth  dates  of  their  children 
as  follows:  Mary  Elizabeth  Pettey,  who  was  born  October  4,  1823,  and 
who  is  sketched  in  the  next  paragraph  as  the  direct  ancestor  of  the 
writer’s  wife  and  children;  Nancy  Eliza  Pettey,  who  was  bom  May  19, 
1825,  and  who  married  W.  P.  Guynn  in  1854;  Rebekah  Amelia  Pettey, 
who  was  born  February  16,  1827,  and  died  in  infancy;  William  Lazarus 
Pettey,  who  was  born  November  23,  1828,  and  was  residing  in  Colorado 
in  1875;  Zachariah  Richard  Pettey,  who  was  born  August  25,  1831,  and 
who  since  his  name  was  not  included  in  the  Probate  Records  of  1877, 
probably  had  died  without  heirs  before  that  time  ( Probate  Records  of 
Madison  County,  34,  p.  177);  and  Eli  Williams  Pettey,  who  was  born 
May  5,  1833,  and  died  July  1,  1854,  probably  without  marrying,  since  he 
left  no  heirs. 

Generation  No.  8.  Mary  Elizabeth  Pettey,  first  child  of  Zachariah 
and  Rebekah  Shackleford  Pettey,  was  born  October  4,  1823,  and  died 
April  8,  1879.  She  is  buried  in  the  Pettey  Family  Cemetery  near  the 
graves  of  her  parents.  Her  birth  and  death  dates  are  found  on  her 
monument  as  well  as  in  the  certified  copy  of  the  records  from  the  old 
Pettey  Bible.  According  to  records  in  the  Madison  County  courthouse  in 
Huntsville,  as  well  as  in  the  Bible  records,  she  married  Thomas  Edmunds 
Spragins  April  29,  1847.  She  was  his  second  wife.  Thomas  Edmunds 
Spragins  was  born  in  Madison  County,  Alabama,  February  22,  1821, 
and  died  December  1,  1854,  according  to  the  above  mentioned  Bible 
records,  and  was  buried  near  Madison,  in  Madison  County.  He  had  been 
married  previously  to  Lucy  Caroline  Crutcher,  who  became  the  mother  of 
three  children  who  died  in  childhood  before  her  death  on  December  1, 
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1846,  and  burial  in  the  Crutcher  Family  Cemetery,  near  Plevna,  Ala¬ 
bama. 

Thomas  Edmunds  Spragins,  who  by  his  marriage  (second)  to  Mary 
Elizabeth  Pettey  became  a  direct  ancestor  of  the  writer’s  wife  and  children, 
was  the  son  of  Melchijah  Edmunds  II  and  Anne  Betts  Carter  Spragins  and 
a  descendant  of  several  generations  of  Spragins  and  Bolling  ancestors 
whose  records  have  been  transcribed  painstakingly  from  historical  maga¬ 
zines  and  other  published  reports  into  an  unpublished  booklet,  Bolling- 
Spragins  Genealogy,  by  another  of  their  descendants,  Mary  Irby  Mastin. 
The  earliest  known  of  the  Spragins  line  was  Thomas  Spragins.  He  was  born 
in  Henrico  County,  Virginia,  in  1720  and  died  in  Halifax  County,  of 
the  same  state,  in  1792.  His  father’s  name  is  thought  to  have  been  William 
and  his  mother’s  Martha.  He  married  Maacah  Abney  who  died  in  1794. 
They  had  nine  children  including  Melchijah  Edmunds  Spragins  who  was 
born  in  1774  and  died  in  1812.  On  November  12,  1794,  Melchijah  Ed¬ 
munds  Spragins  married  Rebecca  B.  Bolling  who  was  born  in  Nottoway 
County,  Virginia,  February  15,  1778,  and  died  in  1835  in  Madison  County, 
Alabama,  where  she  and  her  two  sons  Stith  Spragins  and  Melchijah 
Edmunds  Spragins  II  had  settled  on  a  cotton  plantation  in  1820  ( Virginia 
Magazine  of  History  and  Biography,  Vol.  22,  p.  309  and  Vol.  23,  pp. 
422-423).  Melchijah  Edmunds  Spragins  II  married  Anne  Betts  Carter, 
daughter  of  Elias  and  Mary  Oliver  Carter,  of  Virginia,  about  the  time  of 
the  migration  to  Alabama  and  became  the  father  of  the  Thomas  Edmunds 
Spragins  who  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Pettey. 

Rebecca  B.  Bolling,  who  married  Thomas  Edmunds  Spragins’  grand¬ 
father  Melchijah  Edmunds  Spragins  I,  was  the  descendant  of  four  genera¬ 
tions  of  Bollings  in  America,  beginning  with  immigrant  Colonel  Robert 
Bolling  (12/26/1646-7/17/1708),  who  married  first  in  1675  Jane 
Rolfe,  granddaughter  of  John  Rolfe  and  Pocahontas.  Jane  Rolfe  Bolling 
died  in  1676  after  having  given  birth  on  January  26  of  that  year  to  her 
only  son,  John  Bolling,  whose  descendants  are  descendants  of  the  Indian 
princess.  Rebecca  B.  Bolling,  who  married  Melchijah  Edmunds  Spragins 
I,  however,  was  a  descendant  of  Stith  Bolling,  Colonel  Robert  Bolling’s  son 
by  his  marriage  in  1681  to  his  second  wife,  Anne  Stith,  daughter  of 
Major  John  Stith  of  Brunswick  County,  Virginia,  and,  therefore,  not  a 
descendant  of  Pocahontas  as  was  indicated  in  Miss  Mastin’s  Bolling- 
Spragins  Genealogy  ( William  and  Mary  Quarterly,  Vol.  21,  pp.  184-185 
and  Vol.  23,  p.  145).  Stith  Bolling  (2/28/1686-1727)  married  Elizabeth 
Hartwell,  widow  of  John  Hartwell.  Their  son  Alexander  Bolling 
(3/12/1721-6/11/1761)  married  on  December  23,  1747,  his  first 
cousin  Susanna  Bolling  (b.  6/16/1720).  To  this  union  was  born  on 
May  11,  1753,  the  Stith  Bolling  (II)  who  married  on  October  10,  1776, 
Charlotte  Edmunds,  the  mother  of  the  Rebecca  B.  Bolling  who  married 
Melchijah  Edmunds  Spragins  I.  As  was  indicated  earlier,  Melchijah  Ed¬ 
munds  Spragins  II,  one  of  the  two  sons  of  this  Bolling  Spragins  union, 
married  Anne  Betts  Carter  and  became  the  father  of  Thomas  Edmunds 
Spragins,  whose  marriage  to  Mary  Elizabeth  Pettey  united  into  one 
generation  four  pioneer  families  of  Madison  County,  Alabama — the 
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Wrights,  Petteys,  Bollings,  and  Spragins.  Only  one  child  from  this  union, 
however,  transmitted  the  blood  of  these  four  families  into  future  genera¬ 
tions.  This  was  Mary  Thomas  Spragins,  who  is  sketched  in  the  next 
paragraph.  Her  only  brother,  Elias  Bruce  Spragins,  remained  a  bachelor. 

Generation  No.  9.  Mary  Thomas  Spragins,  daughter  of  Thomas  Ed¬ 
munds  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Pettey  Spragins,  was  born  June  20,  1850, 
and  died  July  23,  1936.  She  lived  throughout  her  life  within  the  vicinity 
of  New  Market  and  Plevna,  Alabama.  On  January  2,  1878,  she  became 
the  second  wife  of  James  Russell  Walker,  son  of  Edmond  Covington  and 
Martha  A.  Whitworth  Walker.  James  Russell  Walker  was  born  near 
Lincoln,  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  March  8,  1843,  and  died  near 
Plevna,  Alabama,  February  10,  1912.  Early  in  the  Civil  War,  at  the  age  of 
eighteen,  he  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  States  Army.  He  fought  in  the 
important  Battles  of  Shiloh,  Murfreesboro,  Chickamauga,  and  Missionary 
Ridge,  according  to  the  application  for  membership  in  the  United  Daughters 
of  the  Confederacy  filed  by  his  granddaughter  Marihall  Walker  at  Colum¬ 
bia,  Tennessee,  December  21,  1935.  For  a  while  he  was  in  the  44th 
Tennessee  Regiment;  but  most  of  his  service  was  in  Company  D,  41st 
Regiment  Tennessee  Infantry. 

James  Russell  Walker’s  father,  Edmond  Covington  Walker,  was  born 
in  Virginia,  June  18,  1817,  and  died  near  Plevna,  Alabama,  January  21, 
1892.  His  mother,  Martha  A.  Whitworth  Walker,  was  born  in  Tennessee, 
probably  in  Lincoln  County,  May  1,  1817,  and  died  in  Lincoln  County, 
Tennessee,  February  14,  1879.  James  Russell  Walker  erected  to  his 
parents  monuments  bearing  their  birth  and  death  dates  at  the  place  of 
their  burial  in  a  private  cemetery  near  a  former  ford  in  Hester  Creek,  near 
the  village  of  Lincoln,  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  The  name  on  his 
father’s  monument  was  erroneously  spelled  “Edword”  instead  of  Edmond. 
The  ancestors  of  this  Walker  family  are  reported  to  have  come  from 
Scotland.  James  Russell  Walker  had  four  brothers  and  five  sisters.  Most 
of  them  lived  throughout  their  lives  within  the  general  vicinity  of  their 
birthplace. 

James  Russell  Walker’s  first  wife  was  Sarah  Gordonly  Myrick  before 
marriage.  She  was  born  May  18,  1849,  and  died  May  25,  1876,  according 
to  her  tombstone  inscription  near  the  graves  of  her  husband’s  parents.  One 
son,  Tribble  Walker,  and  one  daughter,  Belle  Walker,  were  born  to  this 
union.  James  Russell  Walker  and  his  second  wife,  Mary  Thomas  Spragins 
Walker,  are  buried  in  Rice  Cemetery,  near  New  Market,  Alabama,  where 
the  inscriptions  on  their  monuments  verify  the  dates  of  their  births  and 
deaths.  Their  marriage  date  is  recorded  in  the  Madison  County  court¬ 
house  in  Huntsville. 

James  Russell  and  Mary  Thomas  Spragins  Walker  had  three  children: 
1)  James  Bruce  Walker,  who  married  Anne  Haden  Latham  and  became 
the  father  of  Virginia  Mae  and  Annie  Bruce  Walker;  2)  Thomas  Covington 
Walker,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four;  and  3)  Elias  Russell  Walker,  who  is 
sketched  in  the  next  paragraph.  Virginia  Mae  Walker,  daughter  of  James 
Bruce  and  Anne  Haden  Latham  Walker,  married  Orville  Hampton  Es- 
linger  and  had  two  daughters — Mary  Virgina  Eslinger,  who  married 
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Charles  Thomas  and  became  the  mother  of  Debbie  Thomas;  and  Betty 
Hampton  Eslinger,  who  had  not  married  in  1961.  Annie  Bruce  Walker, 
second  daughter  of  James  Bruce  and  Anne  Latham  Walker,  married  John 
Short  and  became  the  mother  of  two  daughters — Joan  Short,  who 
married  George  Edward  Harvey,  Jr.,  and  became  the  mother  of  George 
Edward  Harvey  III;  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Beth)  Short,  who  married  Lewis 
Mack  Carmichael  and  became  the  mother  of  Elizabeth  (Lisa)  Ann  Car¬ 
michael. 

Generation  No.  10.  Elias  Russell  Walker,  fifth  generation  in  the  de¬ 
scent  from  Lucretia  (Lucy)  Wright  and  tenth  generation  from  Richard 
Wright,  was  born  October  16,  1886,  near  Plevna,  in  Madison  County, 
Alabama,  near  the  Tennessee  border.  He  was  living  in  Knoxville,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  in  1962.  He  was  a  pharmacist  by  profession  but  spent  many 
of  the  active  years  of  his  life  traveling  in  the  states  of  Illinois,  Indiana,  and 
Kentucky  as  the  representative  of  a  Nashville,  Tennessee,  manufacturer  of 
surgical  supplies.  On  June  5,  1913,  he  married  Mary  Emily  Hall,  who  was 
born  in  Huntsville,  Alabama,  November  4,  1886,  the  daughter  of  Colum¬ 
bus  Berkley  and  Alice  Morgan  Glenn  Hall. 

The  first  names  of  Columbus  Berkley  Hall’s  parents  have  been  for¬ 
gotten,  but  his  mother  was  a  Hall  and  his  father  a  Berkley.  Upon  becoming 
an  orphan  and  being  reared  by  his  maternal  grandparents,  the  child  took 
their  name.  Columbus  Berkley  Hall  married  Alice  Morgan  Glenn  on 
December  27,  1883.  She  was  born  February  20,  1862,  in  Huntsville, 
Alabama,  and  died  August  26,  1889,  in  Texarkana,  Texas,  shortly  after 
the  birth  of  her  third  child  who  had  died  earlier.  She  was  brought  back 
to  Huntsville,  Alabama,  for  burial.  Columbus  Berkley  Hall  remained  in 
Texas  and  later  remarried.  The  two  surviving  children  by  his  first  marriage, 
Mary  Emily  Hall  and  John  Harvey  Hall,  were  reared  in  Huntsville  by  their 
maternal  grandparents,  John  English  Glenn  (3/3/1833-12/17/1898) 
and  Mary  Susan  Woldridge  Glenn  (10/8/1840^2/19/1917),  who  were 
married  September  14,  1858. 

John  English  Glenn  was  reported  in  the  December  21,  1898,  Issue 
of  the  Huntsville  Mercury  to  have  been  the  first  man  to  run  an  engine  on 
the  railway  between  Huntsville  and  Chattanooga.  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  had  been  a  locomotive  engineer  for  forty-five  years.  His  employment  had 
been  continuous,  except  for  the  years  during  the  Civil  War  while  he  served 
in  the  Confederate  States  Army.  Mary  Susan  Woldridge  Glenn,  wife  of 
John  English  Glenn,  was  the  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Paralee  Stephens 
Woldridge  who  lived  at  Carter  Creek,  near  Columbia,  Tennessee.  The 
latter  was  born  November  12,  1818,  and  died  at  the  home  of  her  daughter 
Mary  Susan  Woldridge  Glenn  on  July  8,  1893. 

Elias  Russell  Walker  and  wife  Mary  Emily  Hall  Walker  began  their 
housekeeping  in  Columbia,  Tennessee,  where  their  only  child,  Marihall 
Walker,  was  born  and  where  they  made  their  home  until  1939.  Mary 
Emily  Hall  Walker  died  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  July  28,  1959,  and  was 
buried  in  Highland  Memorial  Cemetery  in  that  city. 

Generations  10  and  11.  Marihall  Walker,  daughter  of  Elias  Russell 
and  Mary  Emily  Hall  Walker,  was  born  in  Columbia,  Tennessee,  May 
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13,  1916.  On  August  9,  1938,  in  Nashville,  Tennessee,  she  married  Wright 
Wilson  Frost,  who  was  born  September  14,  1906,  in  Bedford  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  near  Flat  Creek.  To  this  union  were  born  two  children,  Mary 
Angelin  and  Russell  Walker  Frost,  who  represent  the  seventh  generation  in 
the  descent  from  Lucretia  (Lucy)  Wright  who  married  the  Revolutionary 
soldier  William  Pettey.  They  represent  also  the  seventh  generation  in  the 
descent  from  Lucy  Wright  Pettey’s  brother  Thomas  Wright,  likewise  a 
Revolutionary  soldier.  This  other  line  of  descent  is  traced  in  the  Thomas 
Wright  and  Nancy  Wright  sections  of  this  chapter  and  in  the  sections  of 
Chapter  I  which  include  and  follow  Ebenezer  B.  Frost.  Mary  Angelin 
(Marilyn)  Frost  was  born  December  1,  1940,  and  Russell  Walker  Frost  on 
November  18,  1945.  In  1962  they  were  living  with  their  parents  at  730 
Cherokee  Boulevard,  Knoxville  19,  Tennessee. 


Chapter  V 

THE  REAGOR  FAMILY,  ANCESTORS 
AND  OTHER  RELATIVES 


Early  History  of  the  Reagers  in  America 

If  Anthony  Reagor  had  never  returned  from  Indian  captivity  to 
marry  William  Shook’s  widowed  daughter,  it  is  doubtful  if  any  attempt  ever 
would  have  been  made  to  determine  his  ancestry.  For  a  number  of 
generations,  the  descendants  of  the  Anthony  Reagor  who  died  in  1824  at 
Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  accepted  the  tradition  that  he  was  the  sole  survivor 
of  his  family  from  an  Indian  massacre.  The  sole-survivor  story  may  have 
originated  with  Anthony  Reagor  himself;  but  it  may  have  developed  a 
generation  or  two  later  from  frequent  repetition  of  the  story  of  the  Indian 
massacre  of  the  Reagor  family  without  any  explanation  of  what  became 
of  any  other  survivors.  Indeed,  the  tradition  may  be  entirely  accurate; 
but  as  will  be  explained  later,  research  of  recent  years  has  revealed  a 
number  of  documents  which  tend  to  discredit  that  part  of  the  Reagor  legend 
which  declares  that  Anthony  Reagor  was  the  only  member  of  his  family 
to  survive  an  Indian  massacre. 

The  primary  purpose  of  this  introductory  section  is  to  present  the 
probable  ancestry  of  the  Anthony  Reagor  whose  descendants  have  figured 
so  prominently  in  the  affairs  of  the  Flat  Creek  Community  which  he 
helped  to  establish  more  than  a  century  and  a  half  ago.  Hampered  by  the 
sole-survivor  tradition  and  further  handicapped  by  a  lack  of  pertinent 
documents,  family  researchers  have  found  it  necessary  to  turn  to  whatever 
was  available  among  the  records  of  families  which  might  have  a  common 
ancestor  with  Anthony  Reagor’s  father,  whoever  he  might  be.  The  writer’s 
first  encouragement  came  with  the  discovery  that  military  records  and  tax 
lists  of  the  Revolutionary  and  Postrevolutionary  Periods  contained  the 
name  of  more  than  one  Anthony  Reagor,  with  variations  in  spelling. 

The  spelling  used  in  the  heading  of  this  introductory  section  is  a 
sort  of  common  denominator  for  the  great  variety  in  spelling  which  is 
found  among  the  documents  concerning  the  early  immigrants  and  their 
descendants  who  are  now  scattered  throughout  the  country.  Among  the 
variations  of  the  family  name  are  Reiger,  Rieger,  Reuger,  Ruger,  Rugers, 
Raigor,  Ragor,  Reger,  Regar,  Reeger,  Reagor,  Reager,  Rigor,  and  others. 
In  the  military  records  of  one  Anthony  Reager,  there  are  eight  different  ways 
by  which  his  name  is  spelled!  Such  variations  in  spelling  are  probably  due 
to  attempts  of  the  family  to  anglicize  its  name  as  well  as  to  the  poor  spelling 
of  those  responsible  for  the  keeping  of  public  records.  Hereafter  in  this 
chapter,  the  name  Reager  is  used  wherever  the  difference  in  spelling  is  not 
significant  and  where  there  is  no  certainty  as  to  the  correct  spelling  of  the 
name  of  the  particular  individual  under  discussion. 

No  doubt,  there  were  immigrant  families  whose  names  were  some 
variation  of  Reager  but  who  were  distantly,  if  at  all,  related  to  the  ancestors 
of  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee.  The  most  reasonable  assumption  is 
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that  the  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee  came  to  America  with  his  parents 
in  the  early  1750’s,  when  he  was  a  small  boy.  There  are  a  number  of  cir¬ 
cumstances,  however,  which  warrant  inclusion  of  the  story  of  the  Swiss 
family  of  Reagers,  whose  immigration  occurred  in  1737.  Foremost  is  the 
unconfirmed  suggestion  that  Antoni  Reiger — baptized  as  Reuger  in 
Switzerland  and  entered  on  the  ship  list  of  the  Virtuous  Grace  as  Ruger 
but  hence  forth  in  this  chapter  usually  designated  as  Anthony  Reager — 
was  a  direct  ancestor  of  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee.  Moreover,  the 
Swiss  family  of  Reagers  who  came  to  America  in  1737  became  geo¬ 
graphically  and  otherwise  closely  associated  with  the  Shook  family  into 
which  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee  married. 

The  time  and  circumstances  of  the  migration  of  the  early  Swiss 
Reagers  probably  can  be  presented  best  through  the  following  quotation 
from  the  State  Archievs  of  Basel,  Switzerland: 

A  considerable  time  before  the  beginning  of  the  year  1737,  some  18  sub¬ 
jects  from  Biel-Benken,  Arisdorf  and  other  places  had  come  to  Basel  and  ex¬ 
pressed  their  desire  to  go  to  Carolina,  in  the  American  Colonies,  but  the  Mayor 
had  denied  them  the  chancery  order  to  their  Observogate,  and  the  council  up¬ 
held  his  action  (RP  108-10-20-1736). 

Lienert  Heyer’s  brother  and  Antoni  Reiger  of  Benken  and  Jacob  Kuntzlin, 
a  carpenter,  and  Hans  Kapp,  a  wagonmaker,  of  Munchenstein  had  discussed 
emigration  to  Pennsylvania.  They  had  been  actuated  to  do  so  partly  by  a  letter 
of  Gondy  in  praise  of  Carolina,  written  in  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  in  1733, 
but  only  lately  come  into  their  possession  through  a  man  of  Grenzach  across  the 
Rhine  and  partly  by  their  own  unfavorable  circumstances.  .  .  . 

Lienert  Heyer  and  Antoni  Reiger  actively  pushed  their  preparations  and 
succeeded  in  obtaining  consent  of  the  government.  They  claimed  to  have 
friends  in  the  vicinity  of  Mannheim  in  the  Palatinate  (Germany)  and,  if  they 
did  not  find  their  fortunes  there,  they  would  seek  it  in  another  country. 

/ 

Benken,  the  home  of  this  Anthony  Reager  (Antoni  Reiger)  was  a 
small  village  in  the  Canton  of  Basel,  about  eight  or  ten  miles  south-west  of 
the  City  of  Basel.  The  fact  that  the  Reagers  and  the  Hires  (Heyers)  had 
friends  in  Mannheim  indicates  that  both  families  may  have  migrated  from 
the  Palatinate  at  an  earlier  date.  Swiss  revenue  records  indicate  that  the 
date  of  their  departure  from  Switzerland  was  on  or  soon  after  May  11, 
1737.  Since  they  could  not  get  passport  to  America  immediately,  they 
took  passport  to  Germany  and  visited  there,  near  Mannheim,  for  a  time. 
Later  they  embarked  on  the  Virtuous  Grace,  which  landed  in  Philadelphia 
on  September  24,  1737.  According  to  the  ship  list,  Anthony  Reager  was 
48  years  of  age  upon  arriving  in  America.  His  family  consisted  of  the 
following: 

Children  by  his  first  wife,  Juditha  Schaub  (Shobe) : 

Anthony,  Jr.,  born  1713,  baptized  July  8,  1713,  and  thought  to  have 
later  married  Catherine  Shook,  sister  of  Hermanus  Shook, 

Burkhart,  born  1717,  baptized  September  19,  1717,  and  thought  to 
have  married  Margaret  Hire  or  Bush, 

Barbara,  born  1719,  baptized  April  5,  1719,  thought  to  have  married 
either  Valentine  Post  or  Hermanus  Shook, 
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Children  by  his  second  wife,  forty-eight-year-old  Barbara  Wurtz, 
previously  married  to  Jacob  Schaub: 

Anna  Maria,  born  1729  or  1730,  thought  to  have  married  Christopher 
Franciscus  in  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  about  1750,  and 

Hans  Jacob,  baptized  April  22,  1734,  thought  to  have  died  near 
Fredericksburg,  Virginia,  about  1762. 

Also  included  in  the  Reager  household  were  Barbara’s  three  children 
by  her  first  husband,  namely,  Jacob,  Anna,  and  Martin  Schaub.  Her 
seventy-two-year-old  mother,  Elsbeth  Scholerin,  accompanied  the  family 
to  the  Palatinate;  but  it  is  not  known  if  she  completed  the  voyage  to 
America.  Elsbeth  Schaub,  Barbara’s  daughter,  had  married  and  remained 
in  Germany  or  Switzerland  though  her  family  in  America  is  reported  to 
have  “missed  her  very  much.” 

Both  the  Reagers  and  the  Hires  are  thought  to  have  settled  in  the 
Tulpehocken  Colony,  in  present  Berks  County,  Pennsylvania.  Inciden¬ 
tally,  the  Boone  family,  another  of  the  writer’s  ancestral  lines,  had  resided 
in  this  area  for  about  twenty  years  before  the  arrival  of  the  Reagers.  Here 
the  Reagers  were  living  in  1739,  when  Leonard  Hire  wrote  a  letter  back  to 
Switzerland  which  was  entered  into  the  minutes  of  the  city  council  of  Basel. 
It  is  not  certain  how  long  the  Reagers  and  Hires  remained  in  Pennsylvania; 
but  on  August  20,  1750,  the  name  of  Burket  Reager  and  on  August  28, 
1750,  the  names  of  Anthony  Reger,  Anthony  Reger,  Jr.,  and  Hermanus 
Skout  (Shook)  were  added  to  the  tithables  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia 
( Abstracts  from  Records  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  by  Lyman  Chalk- 
ley,  Vol.  I,  pp.  41-42). 

It  is  assumed  that  in  1750  Burket,  or  Burkhart,  Reager  was 
living  within  the  same  general  area  as  his  father  and  brother,  Anthony 
and  Anthony,  Jr.;  but  the  exact  location  is  not  known.  Later  records  indi¬ 
cate  that  Burkhart  and  his  family  eventually  settled  down  in  that  part  of 
Frederick  County,  which  later  became  Berkley  County,  Virginia.  The  other 
Reagers,  the  Hires,  and  the  Shobes  made  their  homes  farther  west,  where 
as  early  as  1748  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.,  had  received  a  land  grant  from  Lord 
Halifax  for  375  acres  of  land  on  the  “South  Fork  of  the  Great  South  Branch 
of  the  Potomac  River”  in  what  was  then  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  but 
which  later  became  Hampshire,  still  later  Hardy,  and  finally  Grant 
County,  West  Virginia  ( Hampshire  County,  West  Virginia,  Deed  Book  5, 
p.  114). 

Though  not  named  in  his  will,  Michael  Reager,  whose  name  is  con¬ 
tained  in  the  Shenandoah  County  Tax  Lists  of  1783  and  1785,  is  thought 
to  have  been  Burkhart  Reager’s  son.  Burkhart’s  other  children  were 
Leonard,  Margaret,  Anthony,  Sarah,  Prudence,  George,  and  Henry. 
Leonard  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Later  he  changed  his  name  to 
Rager  and  moved  westward.  Descendants  are  found  in  Kentucky  and 
elsewhere.  Not  much  is  known  about  Burkhart  Reager’s  other  children 
except  Henry. 

Henry  Reager,  Burkhart’s  youngest  son,  was  a  lieutenant  in  Light 
Horse  Harry  Lee’s  cavalry  with  Washington  at  Valley  Forge,  according  to  a 
biographical  sketch  of  his  grandson,  the  Reverend  George  Washington 
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Miles  Rigor,  published  in  1903.  Joseph  E.  Rigor,  of  South  Bend,  Indiana, 
who  is  a  grandson  of  the  Reverend  George  Washington  Miles  Rigor,  has 
done  extensive  research  on  most  of  the  branches  of  the  Reager  family  and 
reports  that  all  of  Henry  Reager’s  descendants,  between  1833  and  1850, 
changed  their  names  to  Rigor. 

Anthony  Reager,  patriarch  of  the  Swiss  family  of  Reagers,  made  his 
will  on  November  4,  1769.  In  this  will,  which  was  proved  before  the 
Hampshire  County  Court  on  May  8,  1770,  by  the  oaths  of  James  Spears 
(probably  meant  for  Sears)  and  Hearmon  Shuck  (Hermanus  Shook),  all 
of  his  estate  was  left  to  his  son  Anthony,  Jr.  Both  Anthony,  Jr.,  and 
Hermanus  Shook  were  executors  of  the  will.  About  five  years  later,  on 
October  27,  1775,  Anthony  Reagor,  Jr.,  made  his  will  in  which  he  directed 
that  his  land  be  sold  at  a  “public  vandue  to  ye  hiest  bider  and  my  sons 
to  have  eaquel  share  save  my  son  Martain  is  to  have  twenty  pounds  more 
than  ye  rest  and  ye  three  garls  to  have  twenty  pounds  a  peace  save  my 
Daughter  Maddenlin  to  have  a  young  cow  and  my  son  Antoney  to  have 
my  Bible  and  my.  Dear  and  beloved  Wife  shall  have  her  possession  of  my 
house  without  any  molestation  or  disturbans.  Likewise  I  make  Hearmon 
Shuck  and  my  Wife  my  Right  and  Lawful  Executors.  ...” 

No  record  of  the  date  of  proving  this  will  has  come  to  the  attention 
of  the  writer;  but  by  August  7,  1780,  both  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.,  and  his 
wife  apparently  had  died,  for  on  that  date  their  “eldest  Son  and  Heir  at 
Law,”  Jacob  Reager,  and  Hermanus  Shook,  executors  of  the  will,  were 
conveying  the  landed  estate  of  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.,  to  Mathew  George 
{Hampshire  Co.,  W.  Va.,  Deed  Book  5,  p.  114).  The  price  paid  for  two 
tracts,  totaling  873  acres,  was  “Six  Thousand  Pounds  current  money  of 
Virginia,”  a  sizable  sum  for  a  real  estate,  transaction  of  that  day.  Although 
the  name  “Anthony  Reager,  Senior,”  is  used  in  this  indenture,  obviously  it 
was  thus  used  to  distinguish  between  the  deceased  and  his  son  Anthony 
to  whom  the  Bible  was  bequeathed.  Reference  certainly  could  not  have 
been  to  the  elder  Anthony  Reager  whose  will  was  proved  in  1770. 

It  is  significant  that  Hermanus  Shook  was  executor  of  both  wills. 
There  must  have  been  a  good  reason.  Since  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.,  was  the 
sole  beneficiary  of  his  father’s  will,  his  step-mother  probably  had  died  prior 
to  its  draft  in  1769.  The  appointment  of  two  executors  of  the  will,  when 
there  was  only  one  beneficiary,  indicates  that  there  was  an  effort  to  be  sure 
that  Anthony,  Jr.’s,  heirs,  would  be  well  represented  in  case  he  did  not 
survive  his  father.  This  points  to  the  likelihood  that  Anthony,  Jr.’s,  wife 
was  Hermanus  Shook’s  sister.  The  combination  of  his  wife  and  Hermanus 
Shook  as  executors  of  Anthony,  Jr.’s,  will  lends  emphasis  to  the  assumption. 
Others  who  have  made  a  study  of  the  Reagers  and  Shooks  have  alleged 
that  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.,  married  Catherine  Shook,  Hermanus  Shook’s 
sister.  No  verification  of  this  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer,  but 
these  two  wills  make  acceptance  of  this  allegation  justifiable.  There  has 
also  been  the  suspicion  that  Hermanus  Shook  may  have  married  either 
Barbara  Reager  or  her  half-sister,  Anna  Shobe;  but  this  seems  less  likely. 
The  apparent  Shook-Reager  or  Reager-Shook  union  lends  added  signifi¬ 
cance  to  the  Swiss  family  of  Reagers,  since  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee 
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in  1789  married  Hermanus  Shook’s  widowed  granddaughter,  Margaret 
Shook  Brock. 

Within  a  decade  after  the  death  of  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.,  the  name 
seems  to  have  disappeared  from  the  area  in  which  he  had  lived.  Joseph  E. 
Rigor,  referred  to  previously  as  a  student  of  the  Reager  family  history, 
thinks  that  the  westward  movement  of  members  of  the  family  and  the 
changing  of  the  spelling  of  the  name  may  have  been  more  than  a  coinci¬ 
dence.  The  Calendar  of  Virginia  State  Papers,  Vol.  2,  p.  686,  contains  the 
name  of  Anthony  Reager,  along  with  that  of  a  number  of  his  relatives  and 
neighbors,  in  a  list  of  those  who  were  asking  for  executive  clemency  on  the 
charge  of  “Conspiracy  against  the  state,  the  object  of  which  was  to  refuse 
payment  of  taxes  and  to  oppose  the  Act  of  1780  for  raising  troops  for 
service.”  True,  this  was  not  much  of  a  scandal;  but  Joseph  E.  Rigor  feels 
that  it  had  the  effect  of  splitting  the  family  and  causing  some  of  the  migra¬ 
tion  westward  and  some  of  the  changes  in  the  spelling  of  the  family  name. 

The  probability  of  a  direct  connection  between  Anthony  Reagor  of 
Tennessee  and  the  Swiss  family  of  Reagers  is  based  upon  the  supposition 
that  there  was  another  son,  John,  born  to  Anthony  and  Juditha  Schaub 
Reager  about  1715,  who  did  not  accompany  the  family  to  America  in  1737 
but  who  came  later — in  the  early  1750’s.  Although  this  theory  is  not 
adequately  confirmed  by  documents  available  to  the  writer,  it  was  held  by 
Jesse  Bryan,  deceased,  of  Decatur,  Illinois,  who  made  a  study  of  the 
Reager  family  in  connection  with  that  of  the  Hires,  Shobes,  Stookeys, 
and  other  related  Swiss  families.  Even  though  this  John  Reager  may  not 
have  been  within  the  immediate  family  of  the  Reagers  who  immigrated 
in  1737,  he  may  have  been  closely  related  to  them,  as  will  be  seen  in  the 
next  section  of  this  chapter.  The  idea  is  presented  not  as  a  verified  fact  but 
as  a  reasonable  assumption.  If  definite  proof  to  the  contrary  could  be 
offered,  then  there  would  be  less  reason  for  including  the  story  of  the 
Reager  immigrants  of  1737;  but  in  the  absence  of  such  proof,  the  inclusion 
seems  appropriate,  if  for  no  other  reason,  to  let  the  future  researcher  know 
that  its  consideration  had  not  been  overlooked. 

Lest  the  future  researcher  assume  that  another  possible  connection 
for  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee  had  been  overlooked,  it  is  considered 
advisable  to  include  in  this  report  the  story  of  a  family  of  Reagers  who  are 
thought  to  have  come  to  Virginia  from  Germany  about  1765.  These  immi¬ 
grants  are  thought  to  have  consisted  of  Jacob  Reager’s  family,  his  brother 
John,  and  another  brother.  This  John  Reager  received  a  grant  of  400 
acres  of  land  on  the  Buchannon  River  about  1773  and  was  living  in 
Hampshire  County  as  late  as  1784.  He  could  not  qualify,  therefore,  as  the 
father  of  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee,  whose  family  was  massacred  by 
Indians  when  he  was  a  small  boy.  There  is  the  faint  possibility  that  this 
Jacob  Reager’s  other  brother,  if  indeed  there  was  another  brother,  was 
Anthony  Reagor’s  father;  but  there  is  not  a  document  or  historical  account 
to  suggest  it. 

Jacob  and  his  descendants  have  been  better  known  than  John  and  his 
descendants.  As  later  generations  of  Jacob’s  descendants  reduced  the  name 
to  Reger,  this  spelling  is  used  henceforth  for  him  and  his  descendants  though 
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documents  referring  to  them  often  use  other  forms.  Before  1800  there 
was  not  enough  consistency  of  spelling  by  any  of  the  Reager  families  for 
spelling  alone  to  determine  to  which  family  any  individual  belonged.  Al¬ 
though  it  is  obvious  that  there  is  little,  if  any,  connection  between  Jacob 
Reger  and  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee,  attention  is  given  to  him  and 
his  family  for  two  reasons:  1)  the  valuable  assistance  of  some  of  his 
descendants  in  the  compilation  of  information  on  the  Reagers,  and  2)  the 
need  for  distinguishing  this  Jacob  Reger  and  members  of  his  immediate 
family  from  persons  with  similar  names  in  other  Reager  families. 

There  is  a  vagueness  about  Jacob  Reger’s  early  life  with  contra¬ 
dictory  reports  on  the  time  and  manner  of  his  coming  to  America.  One  of 
the  strongest  traditions  of  this  family  is  that  Jacob  Reger  married  Barbara 
Crites  in  his  native  Germany  and  that  they  had  eleven  children,  namely, 
Anthony,  Jacob,  Phillip,  John,  Abraham,  Isaac,  Elizabeth,  Barbara, 
Annie,  Mary,  and  Catherine.  The  naming  of  his  sons  Anthony,  Jacob,  and 
John,  added  to  the  confusion  as  did  his  apparent  residence  during  the  early 
1780’s  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Swiss  Reagers  and  their  relatives,  the 
Hires,  Shobes,  Likens,  and  Caplingers.  The  Jacob  Reger,  contained  in  the 
Tax  List  of  Hampshire  County  in  1782  with  a  family  of  eleven,  appears  to 
have  been  the  one  who  married  Barbara  Crites;  but  he  must  not  be  confused 
with  the  Jacob  Reager,  son  of  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.,  who  with  Hermanus 
Shook  wound  up  his  father’s  estate  in  1780.  By  1784,  when  the  Hamp¬ 
shire  County  Tax  List  was  made,  Jacob  Reger  and  his  family  apparently 
had  already  left  Hampshire  County.  Jacob  Reger  is  reported  to  have  lived 
until  1811,  when  he  was  buried  at  Volga,  in  what  is  now  Upshur  County, 
West  Virginia. 

The  dates  of  their  births,  as  well  as  other  known  circumstances  of 
their  lives,  preclude  the  consideration  of  any  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Crites 
Reger’s  sons  as  being  identical  with  or  as  being  the  father  of  Anthony 
Reagor  of  Tennessee.  Brief  mention  of  two  of  their  sons,  Anthony  and 
John,  is  made  for  other  reasons. 

Anthony,  oldest  child  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Crites  Reger,  is  thought 
to  have  been  the  Anthony  Reager  (spelled  seven  other  ways  in  his  military 
records)  who  was  commissioned  an  Ensign  in  Captain  Silas  Zane’s  Com¬ 
pany  under  Colonel  William  Russell  in  the  13th  Virginia  Regiment  on 
April  16,  1777.  After  the  war,  he  is  said  to  have  married  “the  widow 
Simmons”  and  to  have  become  the  father  of  at  least  three  sons,  Saul, 
Henry,  and  Phillip,  and  of  a  daughter,  Rachel.  On  January  15,  1802,  John 
Tyler,  Governor  of  Virginia,  issued  a  land  patent  to  Anthony  Reger  and  his 
sons,  Henry  and  Saul,  and  his  daughter  Rachel  for  243  acres  near  what  is 
now  Red  Rock  in  Upshur  County,  West  Virginia.  Anthony  Reger  and  his 
wife  are  thought  to  have  been  buried  in  an  old  Reger  Cemetery  on  this 
farm.  Alfred  and  Arthur  Humphreys,  twin  brothers,  who  have  made  a 
valuable  contribution  to  the  compilation  of  information  about  the  Regers, 
are  descended  from  Saul  Reger  and  his  second  wife,  Mary  Busby  Reger. 
Saul  Reger  migrated  to  Sullivan  County,  Missouri,  in  1854.  The  ancestry 
of  the  Humphreys  brothers  is  recorded  partially  in  the  D.A.R.  application 
of  their  mother,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Humphreys  of  Galt,  Missouri. 
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John  Reger,  the  fourth  son  of  Jacob  and  Barbara  Crites  Reger,  was 
the  great-great-grandfather  of  Mrs.  Georgia  Reger  Oram,  of  Lester,  West 
Virginia,  who  has  furnished  much  of  the  information  on  the  Reger  family 
and  whose  ancestry  is  recorded  partially  in  her  own  application  for  mem¬ 
bership  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution.  John  Reger  was 
born  in  what  later  became  Hardy  County,  West  Virginia,  on  January  15, 
1769.  He  died  May  14,  1849,  and  was  buried  in  the  Reger  Cemetery  on 
his  home  place  near  Volga,  West  Virginia,  just  a  short  distance  from  the 
Reger  Church  for  which  he  donated  the  land.  He  was  a  fort  soldier  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  participating  in  the  Battle  of  Fort  Buchannon  in 
1782,  when  he  was  only  thirteen  years  of  age.  He  married  Elizabeth 
West,  daughter  of  Edmund  West,  builder  of  West  Fort,  the  present  Jane 
Lew,  in  Lewis  County,  West  Virginia.  Any  reader  who  is  interested  in 
additional  information  on  this  family  is  referred  to  Border  Settlers  of 
Northwestern  Virginia,  by  L.  V.  McWhorter,  a  descendant  of  John  Reger. 

John  Reagor — the  Missing  Link? 

For  any  connection  between  John  Reagor  (spelled  as  in  a  copy  of  a 
document  to  which  reference  will  be  made  later)  and  the  Swiss  family  of 
Reagers,  dependence  must  be  placed  largely  upon  suppositions,  probabili¬ 
ties,  and  reasonable  conclusions.  Jesse  Bryan,  deceased,  a  careful  student 
of  the  Reagers  and  related  Swiss  families,  stated  that  there  was  no  doubt 
that  John  Reagor  was  the  son  of  Antoni  and  Juditha  Schaub  Reiger  of 
Benken,  Switzerland,  although  he  did  not  come  to  America  with  his 
parents;  but  there  is  considerable  doubt  in  the  mind  of  the  writer.  The 
chief  bases  for  this  alleged  relationship  are  found  in  a  letter  written  from 
America  by  Jacob  Pfau  to  his  father  and  other  relatives  in  Benken,  Basel, 
Switzerland.  The  letter  was  dated  September  17,  1750.  Its  main  purpose 
was  to  encourage  Jacob  Pfau’s  father,  brother,  and  brothers-in-law  to 
come  to  America.  They  are  told  that  they  would  have  it  much  better  than 
at  home.  In  his  letter,  Pfau  refers  to  his  sister  “Dorde”  (Dorothy),  who  is 
thought  to  have  been  the  wife  of  his  brother-in-law,  Hans  Rieger,  whom 
he  particularly  indicates  would  find  a  better  life  in  America  and  whom  he 
fancies  would  be  coming  within  a  year.  He  also  refers  to  a  brother-in-law 
in  Nuremburg,  indicating  that  these  Swiss  people  had  German  connections. 
Finally  in  the  letter,  Jacob  Pfau  refers  to  the  kindness  of  “Leine”  (Leonard 
Hire)  in  sending  his  son  Rudy  and  four  horses  to  transport  the  Pfau  family 
300  miles  from  the  coast  of  Maryland  to  “Frederick  Town”  (the  present 
Winchester,  Virginia).  He  adds  that  the  Hires  live  some  eighty  miles 
farther  inland.  (This  letter  was  printed  by  A.  B.  Faust  in  Jahrbuch  des 
Deutsch-Amer.  Hist.  Ges.  von  Illinois,  1918-1919,  pp.  20-23.) 

The  significance  of  the  Pfau  letter  in  the  ancestry  of  Anthony  Reagor 
of  Tennessee  is  that  it  indicates  a  close  family,  as  well  as  geographical, 
association  between  Hans  Rieger  and  the  Pfaus,  Hires,  and  the  Swiss  family 
of  Reagers.  A  father  and  son  relationship  between  Antoni  and  Hans 
Reiger  (Rieger  in  the  letter)  there  may  have  been;  but  in  the  opinion  of  the 
writer,  the  Pfau  letter  neither  proves  nor  disproves  the  point. 

Perhaps  it  is  too  much  to  assume  that  Hans  Rieger  took  his  brother- 
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in-law’s  advice  and  came  to  America  to  make  better  his  position;  but  the 
records  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  hold  the  story  of  a  man  by  a  similar 
name  who  did  come  to  America  but  whose  life  was  cut  short  by  an  Indian 
massacre.  As  in  the  earlier  stories  of  the  Swiss  family  of  Reagers,  there 
seems  always  to  be  confusion  in  spelling.  Four  documents  involving  the 
estate  of  the  deceased,  as  recorded  in  Augusta  County,  use  four  different 
ways  of  spelling  his  name  as  follows: 

1.  Bond  was  made  by  Mathew  Patton  as  administrator  of  the  estate  of 
John  Reger,  deceased,  May  19,  1758  ( Will  Book  2,  p.  251). 

2.  Inventory  and  appraisement  by  Abraham  Smith  and  others  of  the 
estate  of  Hance  Reger,  dec’d,  was  made  November  15,  1758,  and  recorded 
March  8,  1759  ( Will  Book  2,  p  294) . 

3.  Sale  bill  of  John  Reagef  s  estate  .and  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  John 
Reagor — both  documents  recorded  on  the  same  day,  August  23,  1765  ( Will 
Book  3,  p.  417). 

Although  the.  name  used  in  each  was  different,  there  can  be  little 
doubt  that  all  four  of  these  documents  referred  to  the  estate  of  the  same 
man.  Either  John  or  Jack  is  considered  the  English  equivalent  of  the 
Swiss  or  German  Hans.  Hance  can  easily  be  accepted  as  an  anglicized 
Hans  or  a  poor  spelling  of  it  by  a  record  clerk.  The  one  use  of  Hance  in 
these  early  records  is  of  primary  importance,  for  it  helps  to  show  a  connec¬ 
tion  between  Hans  Rieger  of  Benken,  Switzerland,  and  Hance  Reagor  of 
Gibson  County,  Tennessee.  The  latter  was  a  grandson  of  Anthony  Reagor 
of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  Unlike  John,  Hance  is  not  a  name 
which  has  been  used  frequently.  As  will  be  pointed  out  in  a  later  section 
of  this  chapter,  its  use  by  another  generation  of  Reagors  appears  to  have 
been  more  than  a  coincidence. 

The  most  significant  Reagor  record  in  the  archives  of  Augusta  County, 
Virginia,  is  found  in  an  indenture  for  the  disposal  of  John  Reagor’s  land 
on  November  21,  1772.  For  an  unusually  good  documentary  account  of  a 
family  story,  the  following  is  quoted  from  the  indenture. 

.  .  .  whereas  John  Reagor  in  his  lifetime  had  purchased  of  James  Wood 
and  Robert  Green  a  certain  tract  of  land  situate  lying  and  being  on  North  Mill 
Creek  a  branch  of  the  South  Branch  of  Patomak  in  the  County  of  Augusta  con¬ 
taining  four  hundred  and  seven  acres  but  before  any  conveyance  was  made  for 
the  same  the  said  John  Reagor  was  murdered  by  the  enemy  Indians  and  his  son 
and  two  daughters  carried  into  captivity  and  the  said  Mathew  Patton  haveing 
administered  on  the  personal  estate  of  the  said  John  Reagor  dec’d.  In  order  to 
preserve  the  land  for  his  heirs  obtained  a  title  to  the  said  tract  of  land  above 
mentioned  from  William  Green  eldest  son  and  heir  of  Robert  Green  in  his  own 
name  by  deeds  of  lease  and  release  bearing  the  xxiii  th.  and  xxivth  day  of  May 
MDCCLXIII  duely  recorded  in  the  Court  of  the  said  County  of  Augusta.  But 
on  the  express  condition  that  if  the  heirs  of  the  said  John  Reagor  dec’d  should 
return  from  captivity  he  the  said  Matthew  Patton  should  reconvey  the  said  tract 
of  land  to  such  of  them  as  were  legally  entitled  to  the  same  as  by  a  bond  exe¬ 
cuted  by  the  said  Matthew  Patton  lodged  in  the  hands  of  James  Wood  Gent  of 
Frederick  County  will  more  fully  appear  and  whereas  Dorothy  Reagor  and 
Barbara  Reagor  daughters  of  the  said  John  Reagor  deed,  did  some  years  ago  re- 
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turn  from  captivity  but  John  Reagor  son  and  heir  of  the  aforesaid  John  Reagor 
dec’d.  has  never  yet  returned  nor  has  been  heard  of  since  he  was  taken  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  is  alive  and  the  s’d  Dorothy  Reagor  haveing  intermarried  since 
her  return  with  the  above  named  John  Likens  and  the  said  Matthew  Patton  be¬ 
ing  desirous  to  fullfill  his  trust  agreeable  to  the  condition  of  his  bond  aforesaid 
has  in  consequence  thereof  agreed  to  convey  a  moiety  or  half  share  of  the  said 
four  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  land  to  the  said  John  Likens  in  right  of  his  said 
wife  Dorothy  on  this  express  condition  that  in  case  the  said  John  Reagor  son 
and  heir  of  the  above  named  John  Reagor  dec’d.  shall  return  from  captivity  that 
the  said  John  Likens  his  heirs  or  assigns  shall  reconvey  the  said  moiety  or  half 
share  of  the  tract  aforesaid  to  the  s’d  John  Reagor  his  heirs  or  assigns  according 
to  the  condition  of  his  bond  or  writing  obligatory  bearing  equal  date  with  these 
presents  now  this  indenture  witnesseth  that  the  said  Matthew  Patton  for  and  in 
consideration  of  the  premises  and  of  the  sum  of  five  shillings  current  money  to 
him  in  hand  paid  by  the  said  John  Likens  the  receipt  whereof  he  doth  hereby 
acknowledge  and  therefore  doth  release.  .  .  . 

Further  description  of  the  half  of  the  property  which  was  deeded  to 
John  Likens  indicates  that  John  Caplinger,  who  had  married  Barbara 
Reagor,  received  the  other  half.  Annals  of  Augusta  County  also  show 
record  of  a  similar  transfer  from  Matthew  Patton  to  John  Caplinger.  Both 
John  Likens  and  John  Caplinger  made  bond  for  the  return  of  the  land  to 
their  brother-in-law  John  Reagor,  who  by  the  right  of  primogeniture  in 
Virginia  at  that  time  would  have  been  entitled  to  it  if  he  should  have 
returned  and  claimed  it  ( Augusta  County,  Virginia,  Deed  Book  19, 
pp.  86-94). 

Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee  ( 1746-1824 ) 

If  in  this  book  there  is  any  ancestor  who  seems  like  a  character  out 
of  a  story  book,  it  is  our  Anthony  Reagor.  The  possessive  pronoun  is  used 
to  distinguish  the  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee  from  others  with  the  same 
name,  though  usually  spelled  differently.  Perhaps  Anthony  is  not  the  name 
his  German-Swiss  parents  called  him — this  boy  of  twelve  who  was  made 
orphan  by  an  Indian  massacre  and  who  for  many  years  was  held  captive 
by  them.  What  exciting  tales  he  could  have  told  about  the  tragic  and  dra¬ 
matic  experiences  of  his  early  life.  Perhaps  he  told  his  children  and  his 
grandchildren  about  the  weeks  or  months  he  spent,  as  a  lad  of  four  or  five, 
on  a  sail  boat  crossing  the  Atlantic  before  landing  in  a  new  country  to 
settle  in  the  wilds  of  its  western  frontiers.  Many  of.  his  stories,  however, 
may  have  not  been  far  different  from  those  of  other  early  settlers  in  Tennes¬ 
see.  The  part  of  the  Anthony  Reagor  legend  which  was  most  likely  to 
survive  him  longest  was  that  which  was  most  different  from  the  stories  told 
by  other  pioneers. 

It  takes  only  a  few  words  to  sum  up  the  traditions  which  have  reached 
the  writer  concerning  his  great-great-great-grandfather  Anthony  Reagor, 
who  is  reported  to  have  come  to  this  country  from  Germany  with  his 
parents.  While  he  was  still  a  small  boy — twelve  years  of  age  according  to 
some  accounts — the  Indians  killed  his  father  and  mother  and  kept  him  as  a 
prisoner  for  a  long  time.  Another  account  is  that  he  was  the  sole  survivor 
of  a  large  family  from  an  Indian  massacre.  With  only  such  meager  informa- 
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tion  on  Anthony  Reagor’s  ancestry,  the  writer  and  others  have  sought  to 
link  him  with  early  Virginia  families  with  similar  names. 

The  writer  did  not  originate  the  theory  that  Anthony  Reagor  of 
Tennessee  was  the  missing  son  and  heir  of  the  John  Reagor  who  was 
killed  by  Indians  in  1758.  Indeed,  he  would  not  accept  it  until  many 
months  of  study  convinced  him  that  it  was  a  logical  conclusion  and  that  no 
other  acceptable  explanation  of  Anthony  Reagor’s  origin  and  the  tradition 
of  his  captivity  by  the  Indians  had  been  offered.  Although  it  is  too  late  for 
Anthony  Reagor’s  heirs  to  file  claim  to  his  birthright  on  North  Mill 
Creek,  in  Pendleton  County,  West  Virginia,  they  can  accept  with  reason¬ 
able  credulity  the  claim  that  the  young  son  John  Reagor,  legally  dead  in 
Augusta  County  in  the  Colony  of  Virginia,  was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers 
“on  the  waters  of  Big  Flat  Creek”  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  where 
he  was  known  as  Anthony  Reagor.  It  must  be  conceded  that  parts  of  the 
two  stories  do  not  fit  together  perfectly.  Many  parts  of  this  genealogical 
jigsaw  puzzle  are  still  missing,  and  many  which  have  been  found  have 
been  altered  by  the  erosion  of  time.  In  genealogical  reconstruction,  as  in 
placing  together  the  parts  of  a  jigsaw  puzzle  picture,  the  general  design 
often  can  be  determined  even  though  many  of  the  parts  are  missing. 

At  first  glance,  there  appear  to  be  two  contradictions  or  inconsisten¬ 
cies — the  unverified  tradition  of  “sole  survivor”  and  the  variation  in  names. 
The  tradition  that  Anthony  Reagor  was  the  sole  survivor  of  his  family 
from  an  Indian  massacre  might  seem  to  preclude  his  being  the  brother 
of  Barbara  and  Dorothy  Reagor  who  returned  from  Indian  captivity  and 
whose  husbands,  John  Caplinger  and  John  Likens  were  awarded  the 
land  which  belonged  by  the  right  of  primogeniture  in  the  Colony  of 
Virginia  to  their  missing  brother.  A  closer  study  of  the  indentures  by 
which  the  husbands  of  these  Reagor  girls  received  the  landed  estate  of 
John  Reagor  tend  to  transform  their  survival  into  a  confirmation  of  their 
relationship  to  Anthony  Reagor  rather  than  a  contradiction  of  it.  John 
Reagor  died  in  the  spring  of  1758.  In  1772 — fourteen  years  later — 
Matthew  Patton,  administrator  of  John  Reagor’s  estate,  stated  in  the  in¬ 
denture  to  John  Likens:  “John  Reagor  son  and  heir  of  the  aforesaid  John 
Reagor  dec’d  has  never  yet  returned  nor  has  been  heard  of  since  he  was 
taken.”  This  strongly  indicates  that  in  their  captivity  the  son  was  separated 
at  all  times  from  the  daughters  and  that  the  daughters  thought  that  their 
brother  was  dead  and  vice  versa.  If  the  historical  account  is  correct  that 
both  Shawnees  and  Delawares  under  Chief  Killbuck  took  part  in  the  raid  in 
which  John  Reagor’s  three  children  were  taken  into  captivity,  then  it  is 
quite  possible  that  the  girls  were  taken  by  one  tribe  and  the  boy  by  another. 

Why,  after  his  release  or  escape  from  the  Indians,  did  Anthony  Reagor 
not  return  to  his  home  place  and  claim  the  land  which  should  have  been 
his?  He  probably  did  not  know  that  his  father  had  bought  the  land,  since  the 
transaction  was  completed  after  his  father’s  death.  Even  if  Anthony  were 
aware  of  his  birthright,  land  was  so  plentiful  and  so  fertile  in  Tennessee  that 
he  may  have  considered  his  father’s  estate  not  worth  claiming. 

A  more  likely  explanation  of  Anthony  Reagor’s  failure  to  return  to  his 
home  place  after  his  Indian  captivity  of  more  than  fourteen  years — pos- 
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sibly  as  long  as  thirty  years — is  that  his  release  or  escape  may  have  oc¬ 
curred  hundreds  of  miles  from  his  home.  He  even  may  have  been  traded 
by  one  Indian  tribe  to  another.  Until  some  record  or  tradition  is  discovered 
which  can  more  fully  explain  when  and  where  his  captivity  ended,  the 
possibility  of  its  happening  in  Tennessee  must  not  be  overlooked. 

The  difference  in  names,  though  puzzling,  also  might  be  accounted 
for  easily  if  all  the  facts  were  known.  Matthew  Patton,  administrator  of  the 
John  Reagor  estate  and  trustee  of  it  until  the  return  and  marriage  of  the 
two  daughters,  definitely  called  him  John.  Possibly  the  name  was  John 
Anthony  Reagor.  On  the  other  hand,  Matthew  Patton  may  have  not  known 
the  boy’s  name  and  called  him  by  the  name  of  his  deceased  father.  But 
whatever  his  mother  and  father  may  have  called  him,  it  may  have  been 
William  Shook  who  gave  him  the  name  which  stuck  with  him  after  his 
return  from  captivity  during  which  he  probably  was  called  a  still  different 
name.  William  Shook  had  been  acquainted  personally  with  at  least  three, 
and  possibly  four,  different  Reagers  by  the  name  of  Anthony.  If  a  long- 
lost  Reager  should  have  come  wandering  into  his  settlement,  it  would  have 
been  the  natural  thing  for  William  Shook  to  call  him  Anthony.  Particularly 
would  this  have  been  true  if  the  reunion  took  place  hundreds  of  miles  from 
the  former  home  of  both  Shooks  and  Reagers.  To  William  Shook  the  name 
“Anthonyreager,”  like  “Damnyankee”  to  Southerners  during  the  Civil 
War,  probably  seemed  like  one  word. 

By  superimposing  the  traditions  of  the  Tennessee  Reagors  upon  the 
historical  and  documentary  records  of  Basel,  Switzerland,  and  of  Colonial 
Virginia,  we  are  able  to  determine  a  number  of  statistics  on  Anthony 
Reagor.  If  he  was  taken  into  captivity  in  1758  at  the  age  of  twelve,  he 
must  have  been  born  in  1746.  Since  the  records  of  Augusta  County, 
Virginia,  declare  that  he  had  not  been  heard  from  by  1772,  his  captivity 
must  have  lasted  at  least  fourteen  years  to  an  age  of  twenty-six  or  more.  If 
the  above  dates  are  applicable  to  him,  he  must  have  been  approximately 
forty-three  years  of  age  when,  on  December  11,  1789,  according  to  Bible 
record,  he  married  William  Shook’s  widowed  daughter,  Margaret  Shook 
Brock.  The  absence  of  any  other  records  of  Anthony  Reagor  prior  to  his 
marriage,  suggests  that  there  were  not  many  years  from  the  time  of  his 
release  or  escape  until  his  marriage.  Being  taken  as  a  boy  of  twelve  and 
being  kept  so  long,  he  might  have  been  expected  to  have  accepted  the  life 
of  the  Indians  and  to  have  married  an  Indian  girl;  but  if  he  ever  did  so,  not 
the  slightest  hint  of  it  has  been  included  in  the  traditions  of  the  Reagor 
family  in  Tennessee. 

The  earliest  known  documentary  evidence  of  Anthony  Reagor’s  resi¬ 
dence  in  Tennessee  is  his  inclusion  in  the  first  recorded  tax  list  for  Bedford 
County  in  the  year  1812.  His  name  was  recorded  as  “Anthony  Raigor.” 
Although  no  undisputed  records  have  been  found  to  prove  it,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  Anthony  Reagor  lived  in  Knox  County  near  the  Shooks 
before  settling  in  Bedford  County,  near  Flat  Creek.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the 
writer  that  all  of  Anthony  Reagor’s  children,  with  the  possible  exception  of 
Catherine,  born  in  1805,  were  born  in  Knox  County,  or  more  correctly  in 
the  area  south  of  the  French  Broad  River  which  later  became  a  part  of 
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Knox  County.  Anthony  Reagor’s  name  was  not  included  in  the  Knox 
County  Tax  List  for  1806,  the  first  year  settlers  south  of  the  river  were 
taxed,  as  were  those  of  the  Shooks.  This  probably  means  that  Anthony  and 
Margaret  Shook  Reagor  and  their  children  were  the  first  of  the  Shooks  to 
migrate  to  Bedford  County  and  that  their  migration  took  place  before  1807, 
when  Margaret’s  brother,  William  Shook,  Jr.,  is  believed  to  have  settled 
there.  The  Reagors  apparently  left  Knox  County  before  records  were 
being  made  of  land  ownership  in  the  area  known  as  “South  of  the  French 
Broad”  and  arrived  in  Bedford  County  before  it  seemed  important  to  have 
records  made  of  land  ownership  in  order  to  be  able  to  hold  it. 

Although  the  Shooks  are  thought  to  have  settled  by  1786  in  what  later 
became  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  the  only  record  which  has  been  found  on 
Anthony  Reagor  in  Knox  County  is  in  J.  M.  G.  Ramsey’s  Annals  of 
Tennessee,  pp.  592-593,  and  even  there  his  name  is  not  spelled  correctly. 
Ramsey  relates  that  on  April  22,  1794,  William  Casteel,  wife,  and  four 
children  were  killed  by  Indians  in  their  home  south  of  the  French  Broad 
River,  nine  miles  from  Knoxville  and  two  miles  from  the  residence  of  Dr. 
James  Cosby.  Their  bodies,  according  to  Ramsey,  were  found  by  Anthony 
Ragan,  who  had  gone  to  the  Casteel  home  to  go  hunting  with  Casteel. 
Another  child,  Elizabeth  Casteel,  later  Mrs.  Dunlap,  was  badly  wounded 
and  “was  taken  to  Mr.  Shook’s,  who  then  owned  Major  Swann’s  Mill, 
where  Dr.  Cosby  dressed  her  wounds,”  while  Reagan  alarmed  the  settle¬ 
ment.  While  there  are  records  in  Knox  County  of  Ragans  and  Reagans — 
both  ways  of  spelling  used  for  the  same  man  within  the  same  paragraph, 
no  record  has  been  found  of  an  Anthony  Reagan  or  Ragan.  It  is  the  firm 
conviction  of  the  writer  that  another  error  in  spelling  or  copying  has  been 
made  and  that  William  Casteel’s  hunting  pal  and  discoverer  of  his  tragic 
end  was  in  fact  the  Anthony  Reagor  who  married  Margaret  Shook  Brock, 
the  daughter  of  William  Shook.  The  family  association  of  Anthony  Reagor 
and  Mr.  Shook  certainly  cannot  be  ignored  as  attempt  is  made  to  identify 
the  characters  in  this  tragic  episode  of  early  Tennessee  history. 

In  the  index  of  the  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  Grant  Book  1  is 
found  the  name  of  Anthony  Cooper  Reagor;  but  the  writer  has  been  unable 
to  find  any  record  concerning  Anthony  Cooper  Reagor  or  any  other  Reagor 
in  this  book.  In  fact,  no  record  has  been  found  in  Knox  or  Bedford  Counties 
or  in  the  Archives  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  where  Anthony  Reagor  ever 
acquired  any  land,  though  he  owned  land  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1824. 
Unsuccessful  searches  have  also  been  made  among  the  records  of  Davidson 
and  Rutherford  Counties  which  earlier  contained  the  present  Bedford 
County.  The  name  of  Anthony  Cooper  Reagor  is  mentioned  not  because  of 
any  significance  it  seems  to  have  but  more  as  a  notice  to  future  researchers 
that  it  had  not  been  overlooked  by  the  writer  in  his  search  for  records  of 
Anthony  Reagor,  the  progenitor  of  the  Tennessee  Reagors. 

Another  public  record  of  Anthony  Reagor  is  found  in  the  1 820  Census 
Report  for  Bedford  County.  He  is  listed  as  “Anthony  Rager,”  a  neighbor  of 
his  son  “William  Rager”  and  his  brothers-in-law  Abraham  and  William 
Shook,  Jr. 

When  Anthony  Reagor  died,  on  September  7,  1 824,  all  of  his  children, 
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except  Jacob  who  died  as  a  young  man,  seem  to  have  been  living  in,  or 
within  visiting  distance  of,  the  Flat  Creek  Community.  The  older  daughter, 
Mary  Magdalene  Reagor,  had  already  married  David  Floyd;  but  nineteen- 
year-old  Catherine  Reagor  had  not  yet  married.  Bedford  County  Deed 
Book  S,  p.  379,  records  the  instrument  by  which  John  Reagor,  Isaac 
Reagor,  David  Floyd,  and  Catherine  Reagor  for  the  consideration  of  $1700 
assigned  to  “James  Reagor  or  Abraham  Reagor  or  William  Reagor  and 
A.  W.  Reagor  the  landed  estate  of  Anthony  Reagor  (deceased).”  The 
purpose  of  this  assignment  is  not  clear  to  the  writer;  but  it  certainly  is 
ample  verification  of  the  residence,  land  ownership,  and  death  of  Anthony 
Reagor  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee. 

According  to  the  record  in  the  Reagor  Bible,  Margaret  Shook  Reagor 
survived  Anthony  until  September  18,  1838.  The  Census  Report  of  1830 
indicates  that  she  was  living  in  the  home  of  her  son  James  Brock  Reagor 
who  apparently  lived  with  his  family  in  Anthony  and  Margaret’s  old  home 
place.  It  is  assumed  that  both  Anthony  and  Margaret  were  buried  in  the 
Shook  Graveyard,  where  a  number  of  their  children  and  grandchildren 
are  buried  and  where  it  is  assumed  also  that  Margaret’s  father,  William 
Shook,  if  not  her  mother,  Catherine  Sears  Shook,  was  buried.  There  are  a 
number  of  older  graves  marked  by  uninscribed  grave  stones. 

Before  closing  the  story  of  Anthony  Reagor,  the  progenitor  of  the 
Tennessee  Reagors  and  their  descendants,  the  writer  feels  that  he  should 
anticipate  a  question  which  many  will  ask,  “Did  Anthony  Reagor  serve  in 
the  Revolution?”  To  the  best  of  his  knowledge  and  belief,  the  answer  is, 
“No.”  The  writer  has  in  his  files  a  photocopy  of  the  military  records  of  an 
Anthony  Reager  (spelled  seven  other  ways  in  the  records)  who  served  as 
an  Ensign  in  Captain  Silas  Zane’s  Company  in  the  13th  Virginia  Regiment 
commanded  by  Colonel  Russell  from  April  15,  1777,  and  as  corporal  a 
few  weeks  previously.  At  first,  he  was  tempted  to  claim  his  service  record 
for  his  own  ancestor,  since  the  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee  was  of 
military  age  during  the  Revolution  and  since  no  record  has  been  found  to 
prove  that  he  was  doing  anything  else  during  the  war  period;  but  two 
rather  compelling  reasons  caused  him  to  abandon  the  idea.  In  the  first 
place,  if  Anthony  Reagor  had  been  released  by  the  Indians  in  time  for  him 
to  have  entered  the  Revolutionary  Army  in  1777,  his  release  would  have 
been  known  by  his  sisters,  and  Anthony  Reagor  would  not  have  later  con¬ 
sidered  himself  as  the  “sole  survivor”  of  an  Indian  massacre.  In  the  second 
place,  there  is  a  line  of  Reger  descendants  who  claim  that  their  ancestor, 
Anthony  Reager,  was  Ensign  Anthony  Reager — with  the  other  spellings — 
and  that  he  married  “the  widow  Simmons”  and  reared  a  family  in  what  is 
now  Barbour  County,  West  Virginia.  It  is  the  writer’s  opinion  that  the 
Anthony  Reagor  who  settled  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  remained  a 
captive  of  the  Indians  throughout  the  Revolution. 

The  old  Reagor  Bible,  to  which  reference  has  been  made,  was  printed 
in  England  in  1770.  In  1959,  it  was  in  the  possession  of  the  widow  of  the 
Reverend  Paul  Reagor  of  Walnut  Creek,  California.  Paul  Reagor  was  a 
grandson  of  James  Brock  Reagor,  fifth  son  of  Anthony  and  Margaret 
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Shook  Reagor.  The  writer  has  been  able  to  obtain  a  certified  copy  of  the 
family  records  in  this  Bible.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  first  family 
record  is  the  marriage  of  Anthony  Reger  to  Margaret  Shook  Brock  on 
December  11,  1789.  The  spelling  used  in  recording  the  births  of  their 
nine  children  was  Reager.  The  Bible,  owned  originally  by  Margaret  and 
Anthony  Reagor,  came  into  the  possession  of  their  son  James  Brock 
Reagor,  who  brought  his  bride  into  the  old  Reagor  home  about  a  year 
after  his  father’s  death.  Here  they  lived  for  the  remainder  of  his  mother’s 
life,  and  here  all  of  James  Brock  Reagor’s  children,  except  his  last,  were 
born.  The  births  of  these  children  were  recorded  in  the  name  of  Reagor, 
as  were  the  marriages  of  Anthony  W.  Reagor  and  James  Brock  Reagor  in 
1820  and  1825,  respectively.  It  appears  that  the  Reagors  of  Tennessee 
had  agreed  upon  the  present  spelling  by  1820.  It  is  assumed  that  the  old 
Reagor  Bible  remained  in  the  home  of  James  Brock  Reagor’s  widow  until 
her  death  in  1894.  There  seems  to  have  been  an  understanding  that  the 
Bible  should  then  become  the  property  of  Joseph  Anthony  Reagor,  the 
only  surviving  son  -of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Covey  Reagor, 
though  it  may  have  been  taken  for  a  time  to  the  nearby  home  of  their 
youngest  child,  Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor  Parker.  It  is  reported  that  by  a 
later  agreement  between  Joseph  Anthony  Reagor  and  his  only  surviving 
sister,  Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor  Parker,  the  Bible  should  be  given  to 
Joseph  Anthony  Reagor’s  son,  William  Franklin  Reagor,  a  minister  in 
Seattle,  Washington.  From  him  it  passed  to  his  own  son  Paul  Reagor,  a 
minister  in  Oakland,  California. 

The  writer  readily  concedes  that  much  of  the  story  on  Anthony  Reagor 
is  not  documented  and  that  he  may  have  drawn  some  unwarranted  con¬ 
clusions  from  such  documentation  as  has  been  found;  but  rather  than  leave 
a  genealogical  vacuum,  it  has  been  thought  better  to  present  the  available 
facts  and  to  allow  the  reader  to  share  in  the  most  logical  conclusions.  He 
will  welcome  the  uncovering  of  any  additional  records  or  traditions  which 
will  help  to  confirm  or  refute  any  conclusions  which  have  been  drawn. 

From  Bible  records  and  other  reasonably  reliable  sources  sufficient 
information  has  been  assembled  to  present  a  sketch  on  each  of  Anthony 
and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor’s  nine  children  in  the  next  section. 

The  Children  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor 

1.  William  Reagor,  first  child  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook 
Reagor,  according  to  Bible  record,  was  born  August  10,  1790.  He  is 
assumed  to  have  been  born  in  what  later  became  Knox  County,  Tennessee, 
and  to  have  accompanied  his  parents  to  Bedford  County  before  1807. 
Whom  he  married  and  when  he  left  Bedford  County  are  not  known.  He 
was  listed  in  the  Bedford  County  Census  Report  of  1820  as  “William 
Rager”  alongside  the  name  of  his  father,  “Anthony  Rager,”  though  statisti¬ 
cal  data  indicate  that  there  were  errors  or  overlapping  in  the  two  Reagor 
households.  Two  girls  and  two  boys  under  ten  years  of  age  in  William 
Reagor’s  family  in  1820  indicate  that  he  had  been  married  from  five  to 
ten  years.  He  was  still  living  in,  or  not  too  distant  from,  Bedford  County 
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on  September  20,  1824,  when  all  of  Anthony  Reagor’s  living  children 
entered  into  an  agreement  concerning  the  landed  estate  of  their  father  who 
had  died  on  September  7. 

There  is  a  family  tradition  that  William  Reagor,  like  his  brother  John, 
settled  in  Texas;  but  if  William  Reagor  ever  got  to  Texas,  the  date  and 
location  are  not  known.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  was  associated  in 
any  way  with  the  migration  to  Texas  by  his  brother  John  Reagor  whose 
family  settled  in  Ellis  County,  near  Waxahachie,  south  of  Dallas.  Positive 
identification  of  any  living  descendants  of  William  Reagor  has  not  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  writer. 

2.  John  Reagor,  according  to  Bible  record,  was  born  January  3,  1792. 
Presumably  his  parents,  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor,  were  living 
at  the  time  of  his  birth  in  what  is  now  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  from 
which  they  migrated  to  Bedford  County  before  1807.  There  is  a  record  that 
John  Reagor  sold  land  in  Bedford  County  in  1819  ( Bedford  County  Deed 
Book  K,  p.  326).  His  removal  to  Alabama  probably  occurred  the  same 
year,  since  he  is  not  listed  in  Bedford  County  by  the  Census  Report  of  1820. 
He  was  on  hand,  however,  on  September  20,  1824,  to  sign  an  agreement 
for  the  settlement  of  his  father’s  estate.  This  indicates  that  his  residence  in 
Alabama  was  not  too  far  distant — probably  in  Jackson  County,  where  his 
brother  Isaac  is  thought  to  have  lived  for  a  while  before  finally  settling  in 
West  Tennessee.  Family  records  and  traditions  in  both  Tennessee  and 
Texas  indicate  that  John  Reagor  married  Catherine  Humble.  The  date  of 
their  marriage  is  not  known;  but  it  is  assumed  to  have  preceded  the  birth 
of  their  son  Jacob  Reagor  who,  according  to  the  1860  Census  Report  of 
Ellis  County,  Texas,  was  born  in  Tennessee  about  1816.  As  Jacob  Reagor 
was  not  necessarily  the  first  child,  the  marriage  may  have  preceded  1816  by 
several  years. 

In  1824,  J.  L.  Hutson,  a  man  respected  in  Bedford  County,  Tennes¬ 
see,  for  his  good  memory  and  integrity,  prepared  a  chart  of  the  Reagor 
family  in  which  he  indicated  that  John  Reagor’s  family  had  lived  in  both 
Alabama  and  Mississippi.  He  named  the  children  of  John  B.  and  Catherine 
Humble  Reagor  in  a  list  which  has  been  accepted  by  the  writer  without 
revision  or  serious  attempt  at  verification  as  follows: 

Elizabeth  Reagor,  who  married  Wesley  Richardson, 

Jacob  Reagor,  who  married  Julia  A.  Frost, 

Catherine  Reagor,  who  married  Wesley  Smith, 

Peggy  Reagor,  who  married  Charles  Nolan, 

Delette  Reagor,  who  married  Cyrene  Murphy, 

Narcissa  Reagor,  who  married  Charley  Warren, 

Terry  A  diline  Reagor,  who  married  Dr.  P.  S.  Weatley, 

John  F.  Reagor,  who  married  Caroline  Smith,  and 
Mary  Eliza  Reagor,  who  married  F.  P.  Ray. 

J.  L.  Hutson’s  chart  does  not  so  indicate;  but  the  1860  Census  Report 
for  Ellis  County,  Texas,  verifies  the  settlement  of  John  Reagor  and  the 
families  of  at  least  four  of  his  children  in  that  location  by  that  time. 
Mary  Eliza,  her  Methodist-minister  husband,  F.  P.  Ray,  and  their  two- 
year-old  son  were  living  in  the  household  of  her  prosperous  farmer  father, 
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John  Reagor,  Senr.  Living  nearby  with  large  families  were  John  Faris 
Reagor,  Jacob  Reagor,  and  J.  D.  (Delette)  Reagor.  The  date  of  the  arrival 
of  the  Reagor s  in  Texas  has  not  been  determined  definitely,  nor  has  the 
exact  time  or  place  of  their  residence  in  Alabama  and  Mississippi;  but  clues 
can  be  found  in  the  ages  and  birth  places  given  in  the  above  mentioned 
census  report.  Data  from  this  report  indicate  that  John  and  Catherine 
Humble  Reagor  were  living  in  Alabama  as  early  as  1821,  when  their  son 
Delette  was  born,  and  as  late  as  1833,  when  their  daughter  Mary  Eliza 
was  born.  Jacob  Reagor  had  a  child  born  in  Mississippi  as  early  as  1840 
and  another  in  Texas  as  early  as  1848,  if  the  census  report  is  correct. 
J.  D.  (Delette)  Reagor,  by  the  same  census  report,  had  a  child  born  in 
Mississippi  as  late  as  1858  or  1859.  Although  the  five  families  were  living 
close  together  in  Ellis  County,  Texas,  in  1860  and  although  none  of  them 
seem  to  have  been  living  in  that  county  in  1850,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume 
that  all  of  them  did  not  arrive  at  the  same  time  and  that  the  first  Reagors 
to  reach  Texas  did  not  make  their  first  settlement  in  Ellis  County.  What 
became  of  the  families  of  John  and  Catherine  Humble  Reagor’s  other 
daughters  is  not  known;  but  it  is  likely  that  some  of  them,  like  Mary  Eliza, 
became  a  part  of  “the  Reagor  Clan”  for  whom  Reagor  Springs  in  Ellis 
County,  Texas,  was  named.  Descendants  in  that  area  are  still  numerous. 

3.  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor,  third  child  of  Anthony  and  Margaret 
Shook  Reagor,  was  born  December  9,  1793,  and  died  November  22,  1856, 
according  to  the  inscription  on  her  tombstone  in  the  Shook  Graveyard, 
near  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee.  Buried  beside  her  is  her  husband,  David 
Floyd,  who  according  to  his  tombstone  inscription,  was  born  June  19,  1786, 
and  died  December  18,  1856.  These  are  the  earliest  burials  in  the  Shook 
Graveyard  marked  by  monuments  with  inscriptions  which  are  entirely 
legible.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  United  States  Census  Report  for 
the  24th  District  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  for  1850  gives  Tennessee 
as  the  native  state  of  each  of  them.  Although  this  confirms  other  evidence 
that  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor  Floyd  was  born  in  East  Tennessee,  the 
writer  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  David  Floyd  was  a  native  of  South 
Carolina  rather  than  of  Tennessee. 

According  to  family  records,  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor  and  David 
Floyd  were  married  in  1811  and  had  nine  children,  Sam,  Anthony, 
Rebecca,  Allen,  Katie,  Peggie,  Mary,  Jane,  and  James  K.  Floyd.  Unless 
otherwise  indicated,  the  information  which  follows  on  these  children  and 
their  descendants  is  based  upon  family  records  with  little  or  no  attempt  at 
verification.  Unfortunately  the  full  names  and  complete  dates  are  not 
available  in  most  cases. 

Sam  Floyd,  first  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor  Floyd, 
was  born  in  May,  1812,  and  died  in  January,  1834,  after  having  married 
Sallie  Price  in  1830.  Nothing  else  is  available  on  him  except  that  he  was 
listed  in  family  records  as  a  lawyer.  It  is  possible  that  he  did  not  leave  any 
descendants. 

Anthony  Floyd,  second  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor 
Floyd,  was  born  in  August,  1815,  and  died  in  November,  1871,  after  hav¬ 
ing  married  Mariah  H.  Womack  in  1837.  Their  children  were  David 
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Samuel  Floyd,  who  settled  in  Ovoca,  Oklahoma;  Charles  Allen  Floyd, 
who  died  in  1862  at  the  age  of  twenty-one;  and  Anthony  Reagor  Floyd, 
who  married  Mary  Jane  McClure  and  settled  in  Center  Point  Arkansas. 

Rebecca  Floyd,  third  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor 
Floyd,  was  born  in  November,  1818,  and  died  in  November,  1847,  after 
having  become  the  first  wife  of  James  Franklin  Farrar  in  1840.  Their  three 
children  were  Mary  Elizabeth  Farrar,  who  married  James  Woosley  of 
Booneville,  Tennessee,  and  had  ten  children  including  Ida  Woosley,  who 
married  James  Mathew  Bearden;  Eliza  Catherine  Farrar,  who  married 
Kindred  J.  Pearson  and  became  the  mother  of  Eugene,  Louis,  Horace, 
Rufus  W.,  Ermine,  Bibb,  Fred,  and  Tom  Kin  Pearson;  and  Martha 
(Mattie)  Margaret  Farrar,  who  married  John  Finn  Watson  and  became 
the  mother  of  ten  children.  The  first  five  of  the  Watson  children  died  in 
infancy  and  are  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard.  The  other  five  were 
Willie  A.  Watson,  who  married  Theodosia  (Dosia)  Stephens;  Joe  L. 
Watson,  who  married  Edna  Jones;  Ed  Watson,  who  married  Anna  Hard¬ 
ing;  Hester  Watson,  who  married  Bradford  Earl  Hix,  son  of  Joshua  Wilson 
and  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt  Hix;  and  Hollis  Gardner  Watson,  who 
married  Ava  Lee  Stephens.  Many  years  ago,  Hester  Watson,  who  married 
Earl  Hix,  compiled  information  on  the  Reagor  family  which  has  been  the 
basis  for  much  which  is  presented  here.  (For  information  on  James  F. 
Farrar’s  second  marriage  and  for  lists  of  Ermine  and  Bibb  Pearson’s  chil¬ 
dren,  see  Chapter  VIII.) 

Allen  Floyd,  fourth  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor 
Floyd,  was  born  in  October,  1822,  and  died  in  December,  1863,  after  hav¬ 
ing  married  Lucinda  Campbell  in  1842.  They  had  seven  children,  including 
Nancy  C.  Floyd,  who  married  Henry  Columbus  Bearden,  son  of  John  W. 
and  Nancy  Tribble  Bearden.  Henry  and  Nancy  Floyd  Bearden  reared  a 
family  in  Alvord,  Texas.  Marion  Floyd,  another  son  of  Allen  and  Lucinda 
Campbell  Floyd,  married  Emily  Wilhoit,  lived  near  Singleton  in  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  and  was  the  father  of  Orpha  Floyd,  who  married  Will 
Sharp  and  became  the  mother  of  Floyd  and  Harold  Sharp. 

Katie  Floyd,  fifth  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor  Floyd, 
was  born  in  March,  1824,  and  died  in  January,  1856,  after  having  become 
in  1844  the  first  wife  of  Jesse  Coleman,  who  in  1859  married  Katie’s 
widowed  sister,  Jane  Floyd  Guthrie.  Katie  Floyd  Coleman’s  children  were 
Billie,  about  whom  little  is  known;  and  twins,  John  and  James,  who  were 
born  about  a  month  before  their  mother’s  death.  John  Coleman  married 
Mattie  Mullins,  and  their  child,  Thurman  Coleman,  died  in  infancy  during 
the  same  month  as  the  father.  James  (Jim)  Coleman  married  Bettie 
Edmonson,  who  became  the  mother  of  James  Etheridge,  Maurine,  and 
Katie  May  Coleman. 

Peggie  Floyd,  sixth  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor 
Floyd,  was  born  in  1826  and  died  in  1862,  having  married  William  Craw¬ 
ford  at  an  unknown  date.  It  is  thought  that  a  daughter  was  born  to  this 
union,  but  nothing  further  is  known  about  this  family. 

Mary  Floyd,  seventh  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor 
Floyd,  was  born  in  December,  1828,  and  died  in  November,  1865,  having 
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married  Wiley  Rudd  in  1847.  To  this  union  were  born  six  children,  in¬ 
cluding  Frank  Rudd,  who  was  twice  married,  1 )  to  Hattie  Campbell,  the 
mother  of  Marvin  and  Alta  Mai  Rudd,  and  2)  Nora  Campbell,  the  mother 
of  Mary  E.  and  Frankie  Ruth  Rudd.  Hattie  and  Nora  Campbell  were  first 
cousins.  Marvin  Rudd  married  Hester  Bryant,  Alta  Mai  Rudd  married 
Cecil  Bearden,  and  Mary  Rudd  married  G.  W.  Williams. 

Jane  Floyd,  eighth  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor  Floyd, 
was  born  in  January,  1831,  and  died  in  December,  1880.  In  1850,  she 
married  Marion  Guthrie  by  whom  she  had  three  children,  James  Allen, 
Mollie,  and  Lucinda  Guthrie.  Mollie  Guthrie,  daughter  of  Marion  and 
Jane  Floyd  Guthrie,  married  Jesse  Coleman  in  1882  and  became  the 
mother  of  Sciota  and  Jesse  Coleman,  Jr.  Sciota  Coleman  married  James 
Earl  Bryant  and  became  the  mother  of  Vesta  Coleman,  Thomas  Earl, 
and  Mildred  Bryant.  Meanwhile,  in  1859,  Jane  Floyd  Guthrie,  who  had 
become  a  widow  by  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  Marion  Guthrie, 
married  Jesse  Coleman,  Sr.,  who  had  become  a  widower  by  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  Katie  Floyd  Coleman,  the  sister  of  his  second  wife.  Thus, 
in  three  marriages,  Jesse  Coleman,  Sr.,  had  married  two  sisters,  Katie  and 
Jane  Floyd,  and  his  step-daughter,  Mollie  Guthrie,  daughter  of  his  second 
wife  by  her  first  husband.  From  the  second  marriage  for  both  Jane  Floyd 
and  Jesse  Coleman,  Sr.,  came  Joe  and  Edd  Coleman,  neither  of  whom 
ever  married.  Edd  Coleman  died  November  29,  1926,  and  was  the  last  to 
be  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard. 

James  K.  Floyd,  ninth  and  last  child  of  David  and  Mary  Magdalene 
Reagor  Floyd,  was  born  in  October,  1832,  and  died  in  November,  1875. 
He  was  twice  married,  1)  in  1859  to  Tempie  Gowen,  the  mother  of  Mary 
Floyd,  who  married  S.  M.  Dance,  and  2)  in  1863  to  Jane  Gowen,  the 
mother  of  David,  Anthony,  Alice,  Eva,  and  Tempie  Floyd.  Alice  Floyd, 
daughter  of  James  K.  and  Jane  Gowen  Floyd,  married  Robert  E.  Gore 
and  became  the  mother  of  Mary,  Annye,  Jonie,  Paul,  Joe  Watson, 
George,  Fanny,  and  Jim  K.  Gore. 

4.  Jacob  Reagor,  fourth  child  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook 
Reagor,  according  to  Bible  record,  was  born  October  10,  1795.  No  other 
record  of  him  has  been  found.  He  is  reported  to  have  died  while  a  young 
man. 

5.  Anthony  Wayne  Reagor  was  the  fifth  child  of  Anthony  and 
Margaret  Shook  Reagor.  According  to  an  almost  illegible  inscription  on 
his  grave  stone,  he  was  born  June  18,  1797,  and  died  June  8,  1846;  but 
according  to  his  parents’  family  Bible  record,  he  was  born  July  18,  1797. 
By  less  than  two  months  he  had  survived  his  wife,  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor,  at 
whose  side  he  was  buried  in  a  private  cemetery  on  the  road  between  Flat 
Creek  and  New  Hermon  near  their  home  place,  which  in  1962  belonged  to 
Demarquis  (Mark)  Brock  Hix.  According  to  her  tombstone  inscription, 
Rhoda  Boone  Reagor  was  born  November  17,  1803,  and  died  April  23, 
1846.  She  was  the  daughter  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin  and  Mary  Wilson 
Boone,  whose  family  is  sketched  in  Chapter  III  in  the  section,  Boone 
Relatives  and  Neighbors.  The  date  of  the  marriage  of  Anthony  Wayne 
Reagor  and  Rhoda  Boone,  as  recorded  in  the  Reagor  Bible,  was  Decern- 
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ber  10,  1820.  This  was  too  late  in  the  year  for  him  to  have  been  counted 
as  the  head  of  a  household  in  the  1820  Census  Report.  The  residence  of 
Anthony  Wayne  Reagor  and  family  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  is 
verified,  however,  by  the  Census  Reports  of  1830  and  1840,  as  well  as  by 
land  grants  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  by  other  real  estate  transactions, 
and  by  a  number  of  other  courthouse  records  to  which  reference  will  be 
made  later. 

The  writer  and  his  closest  relatives  have  a  double  interest  in  this 
family  due  to  the  consanguineous  relationship  to  both  Anthony  Wayne  and 
Rhoda  Boone  Reagor;  but  since  they  died  so  long  ago  and  since  most  of 
their  children  left  the  Flat  Creek  Community  at  an  early  age,  few  people 
living  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in  1962  had  ever  heard  of  the  family. 
Only  two  of  the  children  of  this  large  family  left  descendants  who  were 
living  in  or  near  Bedford  County  in  1962,  and  none  of  them  were  Reagors 
by  name.  Lafayette  Reagor,  a  grandson  known  as  Lafe  by  many  of  his 
contemporaries,  was  the  last  of  Anthony  Wayne  Reagor’s  descendants  to 
carry  his  name  in  Bedford  County.  He  died  September  19,  1915. 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  research  already  launched  by  Mrs.  Claudia 
Fields  Crawford,  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  and  her  intense  interest  in 
further  investigation,  it  is  doubtful  if  the  writer  would  have  made  suffi¬ 
cient  effort  to  have  prepared  more  than  a  brief  sketch  on  this  branch  of 
the  Reagor  family.  Mrs.  Crawford  is  a  descendant  of  Anthony  Wayne 
Reagor’s  son,  Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor,  who  settled  in  Texas.  From  these 
Texas  Reagors  came  the  firm  tradition  that  Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda 
Boone  Reagor’s  family  consisted  of  twelve  children — six  boys  and  six 
girls.  Although  the  names  of  more  than  twelve  suspects  had  been  considered 
from  time  to  time,  scarcely  half  of  them  had  been  positively  identified  until 
April  15,  1960,  when  almost  by  accident  a  most  significant  record  was 
discovered.  The  Minutes  for  the  July  Term  of  Bedford  County  Court  for 
1849  ( Bedford  County  Court  Minutes,  1848-1850,  p.  97)  contain  the 
record  of  a  settlement  with  “James  B.  [Brock]  Reagor,  guardian  of 
Rebecca  and  Levi  S.  [Shook]  Reagor,  minor  heirs  of  A.  W.  Reagor, 
deceased.”  Likewise,  there  was  record  of  settlement  with  “Milton  A. 
Reagor,  guardian  of  Benjamin  F.  [Franklin],  Sally  A.,  Hampton  P. 
[Paley],  Amanda,  James  B.  [Boone],  Anthony  W.  [Jr.],  and  Rhoda  M. 
Reagor,  minor  heirs  of  A.  W.  Reagor,  deceased.”  This  nugget  of  informa¬ 
tion,  though  sought  after,  was  discovered  unexpectedly.  It  removed  all 
doubt  about  the  parents  of  the  Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor  who  settled 
in  Texas  shortly  after  the  Civil  War;  and  it  gave  unquestionable  docu¬ 
mentary  evidence  of  the  names  of  nine  of  the  children  of  Anthony  Wayne 
and  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor — the  nine  who  were  still  minors  in  1849.  The 
names  of  the  three  others,  Mary  Emiline,  Milton  A.,  and  Louisa,  had 
already  been  made  available  from  other  sources.  These  three  apparently 
were  already  of  age  by  July,  1849. 

Since  no  Court  Minutes  are  available  for  1846,  the  year  A.  W.  Reagor 
died,  or  for  the  following  year,  the  early  handling  of  his  estate  and  the 
original  appointment  of  guardians  for  his  minor  children  do  not  appear  to 
be  on  record.  Suggestive  clues,  however,  are  found  in  the  Minutes  for  1 848 
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and  for  the  next  few  years — this  notation  for  example,  “A  settlement  with 
William  Boone,  Exr.  of  Estate  of  A.  W.  Reagor,  deceased,”  ( Bedford 
County  Court  Minutes,  1848-1852,  p.  31,  Tuesday,  December  5,  1848). 
This  is  sufficient  evidence  that  A.  W.  Reagor  made  a  will  with  his  brother- 
in-law  and  neighbor,  William  Boone,  named  executor.  Record  of  this  will, 
like  other  Bedford  County  wills  of  its  time,  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  which 
destroyed  the  courthouse  in  March,  1863. 

Census  reports  indicate  that  Milton  A.  Reagor,  oldest  son  of  Anthony 
Wayne  and  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor,  was  scarcely  twenty-one  years  of  age 
when  his  parents  died.  No  record  has  been  found,  however,  to  indicate 
who  may  have  been  appointed  first  as  guardians  of  the  seven  brothers  and 
sisters  who  had  become  his  wards  by  1849.  Apparently,  John  Lacy,  who 
had  married  their  sister  Louisa  in  1844,  was  appointed  first  as  guardian 
for  Rebecca  Jane  and  Levi  Shook  Reagor,  as  evidence  by  the  following 
excerpt  from  the  Court  Minutes  (p.  57,  April  2,  1849):  “John  Lacy, 
Guardian  of  Rebecca  Jane  and  Levi  Reagor,  minor  heirs  of  A.  W.  Reagor, 
came  into  Court  and  tendered  to  the  Court  his  resignation  which  was 
accepted  by  the  Court,  and  upon  application  of  James  B.  [Brock]  Reagor 
it  is  ordered  by  the  Court  that  he  be  appointed  guardian  to  said  Rebecca 
Jane  and  Levi  Reagor,  minor  heirs  of  aforesaid.  .  .  Bond  for  $3300 
was  made  by  James  Brock  Reagor  with  Isaac  Shook,  Joseph  Hastings, 
and  Joshua  R.  Hix  as  securities.  This  bond  was  renewed  for  $4000  on 
April  7,  1851  (p.  307). 

The  twelve  children  of  Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor,  in 
the  order  of  their  births  as  best  can  be  determined  by  available  records 
were  Mary  Emiline,  Milton  Alexander,  Louisa,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Sally  A., 
Hampton  Paley,  Amanda,  Rebecca  Jane,  James  Boone,  Anthony  Wayne, 
Jr.,  Levi  Shook,  and  Rhoda  M.  Reagor.  Sketches  on  each  of  the  twelve 
follow. 

Mary  Emiline  Reagor,  oldest  child  of  Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda 
Boone  Reagor,  was  listed  as  Mary  E.  McCuistion  in  the  1850  Census 
Report  for  the  Sixth  Civil  District  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  The  age 
given  was  twenty-six,  which  places  the  date  of  her  birth  in  1823  or  1824. 
The  age  for  her  husband,  Samuel  B.  McCuistion,  is  not  decipherable  from 
a  microfilm  of  the  Census  Report.  Apparently,  no  children  had  been  born 
to  the  McCuistions  by  1850;  but  listed  in  their  household,  was  Mary 
Emiline’s  youngest  brother,  Levi  S.  (Shook)  Reagor,  age  seven.  The 
erroneous  family  tradition  that  Mary  Emiline  Reagor  had  married  Frank 
McCuistion  probably  stemmed  from  the  fact  that  she  had  a  son  by  that 
name. 

The  exact  date  of  the  McCuistion  family’s  departure  for  Texas  is  not 
known,  but  it  probably  occurred  in  1852.  Such  a  conclusion  could  be  drawn 
from  the  following:  “This  day  a  deed  executed  by  Samuel  L.  Davidson 
bearing  date  of  25th  October  1851  to  Samuel  B.  McCuistion,  for  one  half 
of  a  League  of  land  situated  in  Anderson  County  in  the  State  of  Texas,  was 
brought  into  Court  and  the  execution  thereof  duly  proven  in  open  court  by 
the  oaths  of  Robert  B.  Davidson  and  Jas.  H.  Neil  subscribing  there- 
onto  .  .  .”  ( Minutes  of  the  Bedford  County  Court,  p.  409,  January  7, 
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1852).  On  the  same  day  a  similar  deed  for  900  acres  situated  upon  Pine 
Island  Bayou  in  Liberty  County,  Texas,  was  likewise  executed.  Apparently 
the  purpose  of  bringing  these  executions  to  the  attention  of  the  Bedford 
County  Court  was  to  establish  a  legal  record  of  them,  lest  the  deeds  be  lost 
before  they  could  be  registered  properly  in  the  State  of  Texas. 

It  was  Anderson  County,  Texas,  which  the  McCuistions  chose  for 
their  new  home,  rather  than  in  the  bayou  country  of  Liberty  County.  By 
1870  both  Samuel  B.  and  Mary  Emiline  Reagor  McCuistion  had  died  and 
were  buried  in  graves  not  marked  by  an  inscribed  monument.  Their  four 
children  were  living  in  the  home  of  Mary  Emiline’s  brother,  Benjamin 
Franklin  Reagor,  in  adjoining  Henderson  County,  Texas.  In  the  Census 
Report  for  that  year,  the  oldest  McCuistion  child,  Anthony  Reagor 
McCuistion,  was  listed  as  a  native  of  Tennessee,  age  nineteen;  the  second 
child,  Benjamin  Franklin  McCuistion,  as  a  native  of  Texas,  age  fifteen. 
These  census  data  are  consistent  with  the  census  reports  and  court  records 
in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  mentioned  earlier.  Neither  of  the  two 
McCuistion  boys  ever  married.  Their  two  sisters  were  Rhoda  Louise,  who 
married  James  Haynes,  and  Mary  Tennessee,  who  married  a  Mr.  Dupree. 
Each  of  them  had  four  children.  Years  later  Rhoda  Louise  McCuistion 
Haynes  was  able  to  repay  the  kindness  shown  her  and  her  orphaned 
brothers  and  sister  by  their  aunt  and  uncle.  After  Benjamin  Franklin 
Reagor  and  his  wife  had  died,  some  of  their  younger  children  lived  with 
“Aunt  Rhodie,”  as  they  called  her. 

Milton  Alexander  Reagor ,  oldest  son  and  second  child  of  Anthony 
Wayne  and  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor,  seems  to  have  been  bom  during  the 
latter  part  of  1825  or  during  the  early  months  of  1826.  He  was  recorded 
in  the  1850  Census  Report  for  the  Twenty-second  Civil  District  of  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  as  twenty-four  years  of  age.  Ten  years  later  he  was 
listed  as  “Alexander  Rager,”  age  thirty-four,  in  the  Richland  Township  of 
Washington  County,  Arkansas.  Apparently  he  was  not  quite  twenty-one 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  died  and  left  him  the  major  responsibility  for 
his  younger  brothers  and  sisters.  At  an  unknown  date  before  the  census 
was  taken  in  1850,  he  married  Martha  Campbell,  daughter  of  Alfred  and 
Sarah  Reeves  Campbell.  Apparently  she  was  five  or  six  years  older  than  he, 
since  she  was  listed  in  the  census  reports  as  thirty  years  of  age  in  1850  and 
thirty-nine  in  1860.  Milton  and  Martha  Campbell  Reagor  seem  to  have 
been  living  in  the  home  of  his  deceased  parents  when  the  census  was  taken 
in  1850.  Living  with  them  were  five  of  his  younger  brothers  and  sisters, 
Sally,  Amanda,  James  B.,  Anthony  Wayne,  Jr.,  and  Rhoda  M.  Reagor. 
Hampton  and  Rebecca  were  living  with  their  older  sister,  Louisa  Reagor 
Dwiggins;  Benjamin  Franklin  apparently  was  living  in  Washington  County, 
Arkansas,  with  Boone  relatives;  Mary  Emiline  had  already  married 
Samuel  B.  McCuistion;  and  Levi  S.  Reagor  was  living  with  the  McCuis¬ 
tions,  as  previously  reported. 

The  loss  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Bedford  County  Court  for  the  years 
earlier  than  1848  leaves  doubt  about  the  date  when  Milton  A.  Reagor  was 
first  appointed  guardian  for  his  seven  brothers  and  sisters;  but  a  later  record 
provides  some  interesting  data  on  this  guardianship.  “This  day  Milton  A. 
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Reagor,  guardian  of  minor  heirs  of  A.  W.  Reagor,  deceased,  came  into 
Court  and  entered  into  a  renewal  of  his  guardian  bond  in  the  sum  of 
$15,000,  with  Abram  Reagor,  Alfred  Campbell,  and  Lemuel  Broadaway  as 
securities  .  .  ( Bedford  County  Court  Minutes,  Book  A,  p.  208, 

August  Term  of  Court,  1850).  Abram  Reagor  and  Lemuel  Broadaway 
were  Milton  Reagor’s  uncles — the  latter  by  marriage,  and  Alfred  Camp¬ 
bell  was  his  father-in-law.  The  size  of  this  and  other  bonds  made  with 
respect  to  the  guardianship  of  A.  W.  Reagor’s  minor  heirs  indicates  that  he 
left  an  estate  of  approximately  $25,000. 

Three  separate  items  of  business  which  Milton  A.  Reagor  brought 
before  the  Bedford  County  Court  on  September  1,  1851,  indicate  that  he 
was  making  preparation  to  join  his  Boone  relatives  in  Washington  County, 
Arkansas,  as  evidenced  by  the  following  excerpts  from  the  Minutes 
( Book  A,  pp.  346,  349,  and  350): 

(From  Page  346),  “This  Day  Milton  A.  Reagor,  Guardian  of 
Hampton  P.,  Amanda,  and  Rhoda  M.  Reagor,  heirs  of  A.  W.  Reagor,  dec., 
tendered  his  resignation  of  Guardian  of  said  heirs,  which  was  accepted  by 
the  Court.”  A  companion  measure  recorded  in  the  Court  Minutes  for  the 
same  day  is  as  follows:  “Upon  application  it  was  ordered  by  the  Court 
that  Abram  Reagor  be  and  is  hereby  appointed  Guardian  of  Hampton  P. 
and  Amanda,  minor  heirs  of  A.  W.  Reagor,  dec.,  whereupon  the  said 
Abram  Reagor  being  in  Court  entered  into  bond  in  the  sum  of  four  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  with  James  B.  [Brock]  Reagor  and  Lemuel  Broadaway  his 
securities.  .  .  .”  Likewise,  Lemuel  Broadaway  was  appointed  guardian  for 
Rhoda  M.  Reagor  and  made  bond  for  $2,000  with  Abram  and  James 
Brock  Reagor  as  securities.  James  Brock  Reagor  also  was  Milton  Reagor’s 
uncle  and  was  guardian  for  two  of  A.  W.  Reagor’s  minor  children,  Rebecca 
Jane  and  Levi  Shook  Reagor,  as  has  already  been  indicated. 

(From  Page  349),  “Ordered  by  the  Court  that  the  clerk  furnish  to 
Milton  A.  Reagor,  Guardian  of  James  B.  [Boone]  Reagor  and  Anthony  W. 
[Jr.]  Reagor,  a  certificate  of  the  amount  of  his  indebtness  [sic]  to  said 
minor  heirs.” 

(From  Page  350),  “This  day  a  deed  executed  by  William  Boone  and 
his  wife,  Margaret  Boone,  to  Milton  A.  Reagor  for  690  acres  of  land  in 
Washington  County,  Arkansas,  was  produced  in  Court.  .  .  .”  This  real 
estate  transaction  appears  to  have  been  in  conjunction  with  one  by  which 
Milton  A  .Reagor  sold  land  to  William  Boone  two  days  earlier,  on 
August  30,  1851  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  SS,  p.  350). 

No  doubt  there  are  records  in  Washington  County,  Arkansas,  which 
indicate  more  closely  the  date  on  which  Milton  A.  Reagor  and  his  family 
settled  there.  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  records  confine  this  event  to  the 
interim  between  September  1,  1851,  and  March,  1853.  On  the  former  date 
Milton  A.  Reagor  appeared  in  Court  for  the  purposes  indicated  above.  On 
the  latter  date  there  was  recorded  in  the  Court  Minutes  the  following:  “On 
Motion,  and  it  appearing  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Court  that  Milton  A 
Reagor  had  been  regularly  appointed  Guardian  of  James  B.  [Boone] 
Reagor  and  Anthony  W.  [Jr.]  Reagor,  separately,  by  the  Probate  Court 
of  Washington  County,  Arkansas,  and  that  he  had  been  given  good  and 
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sufficient  bond  and  security  as  such  in  said  Probate  Court.  It  is  ordered  by 
the  Court  that  the  securities  of  said  Milton  A.  Reagor  on  his  bond  given  in 
this  Court  as  Guardian  of  said  James  B.  Reagor  and  Anthony  W.  [Jr.] 
Reagor,  he  and  they  are  hereby  released  as  such  Securities  from  all  future 
liability.” 

The  fact  that  the  guardianship  of  Hampton  Paley,  Amanda,  and 
Rhoda  M.  Reagor  was  transferred  to  their  uncles  from  their  brother  Milton 
does  not  necessarily  mean  that  they  did  not  accompany  him  to  Arkansas, 
since  their  guardianship  seemed  to  be  more  a  matter  of  who  managed  their 
inheritance  than  of  the  home  in  which  they  resided.  Louisa  Reagor,  who 
had  married  Robert  S.  Dwiggins,  was  living  with  her  husband  and  children 
in  the  Twentieth  Civil  District  of  Bedford  County  in  1860.  If  any  of  her 
brothers  or  sisters  were  likewise  living  in  Bedford  County  at  that  time,  the 
writer  has  been  unable  to  find  any  evidence  of  it  in  the  Census  Report  of 
that  year.  Neither  were  any  of  them  living  in  the  home  of  their  brother 
Milton  in  Washington  County,  Arkansas,  when  the  census  was  taken  in 
1860.  The  Census  Report  of  1860  lists  in  the  home  of  “Alexander  Rager” 
(Milton  Alexander  Reagor)  his  wife  Martha  and  his  four  children,  Mary, 
Sarah,  Lafayette,  and  Tennessee,  ages  nine,  six,  four,  and  one,  respectively. 

There  is  a  tradition  among  his  descendants  that  Milton  A.  Reagor 
was  wounded  during  his  service  to  the  Confederacy  and  that  he  died  and 
was  buried  near  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  This  leaves  the  impression  that 
he  and  his  family  were  living  in  Arkansas  when  the  Civil  War  began.  For 
some  reason  Milton  A.  Reagor’s  estate  was  administered  in  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  where  his  widow  and  children  returned  during  or 
after  the  war.  On  August  2,  1869,  Milton  A.  Reagor’s  first  cousin,  Elijah  A. 
Reagor,  was  appointed  his  administrator  ( Bedford  County,  Tennessee, 
Court  Minutes,  Book  C,  p.  32).  Richard  Calvin  Bearden,  Elijah  A.  Reagor’s 
brother-in-law  by  both  of  their  marriages,  was  first  made  guardian  of 
Milton  Reagor’s  three  minor  children,  Sarah,  Lafayette,  and  Tennie 
(Tennessee)  Reagor  ( Bedford  County  Settlements  Book  A,  p.  412).  Mary 
Reagor,  Milton  and  Martha  Campbell  Reagor’s  oldest  child,  apparently 
had  died,  since  according  to  the  1860  Census  Report,  she  would  not  have 
been  twenty-one  years  of  age  by  1869.  On  June  29,  1876,  Elijah  A.  Reagor 
accepted  the  guardianship  of  Lafayette  and  Tennie  Reagor.  By  this  time 
Sarah  had  become  of  age  and  may  have  already  married  the  Reverend 
W.  Allen  Bridges  for  whom  she  later  became  the  mother  of  Ditzler  Warren, 
Albert,  Cleophus,  Wiley  Allen,  Mary  Jane,  Milton  L.,  and  Marvin  Bridges. 
The  Reverend  Allen  and  Sarah  Reagor  Bridges  are  buried  in  Cornersville, 
Tennessee,  as  are  James  A.  and  Tennie  Reagor  Bridges,  their  brother  and 
sister,  respectively,  who  were  married  in  Bedford  County  on  January  14, 
1888.  Milton  and  Martha  Campbell  Reagor’s  grandchildren  born  to  this 
latter  Bridges  family  were  Lura,  A.  Estin,  and  Lester  W.  Bridges.  Lafayette 
(Lafe)  Reagor,  the  only  son  of  Milton  and  Martha  Campbell  Reagor, 
was  born  July  24,  1856,  and  died  September  19,  1915.  On  September  5, 
1885,  he  married  Fannie  Burrow,  who  was  born  February  25,  1862,  and 
died  December  20,  1950.  They  lived  in  the  Singleton  Community  of 
Bedford  County  and  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery  in  Shelbyville. 
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They  had  no  children  but  adopted  a  son  who  was  named  Hitt  Reagor. 

Although  the  writer  has  failed  to  find  an  inscribed  marker  for  her, 
Martha  Campbell  Reagor,  widow  of  Milton  Alexander  Reagor,  is  reported 
to  have  been  buried  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery.  This  would  seem  a 
logical  place  for  her  burial  in  view  of  the  fact  that  her  parents,  Alfred  and 
Sarah  Reeves  Campbell,  are  buried  there.  The  father  was  born  April  15, 
1806,  and  died  January  2,  1863;- the  mother  on  January  14,  1811,  and 
April  10,  1869.  Neither  public  records  nor  family  traditions  have  answered 
satisfactorily  the  questions  of  when  Milton  Reagor’s  widow  returned  to 
Bedford  County,  where  she  lived,  or  when  she  died.  It  is  suspected,  how¬ 
ever,  that  she  and  her  three  children  lived  in  the  Singleton  Community 
where  all  of  them  married.  If  Martha  Campbell  Reagor  remarried,  the  fact 
has  not  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer. 

At  first  thought  one  might  wonder  why  a  closer  relative  than  first 
cousin  was  not  chosen  to  administer  Milton  Reagor’s  estate  and  serve  as 
guardian  for  his  minor  children.  The  fact  is  that  Milton  A.  Reagor  was  not 
survived  by  any  closer  male  relative  in  Bedford  County.  All  of  his  brothers 
and  uncles  had  died  or  left  Bedford  County,  and  his  widow’s  father  and 
brothers  had  died. 

The  disproportionate  amount  of  space  devoted  to  the  sketch  on  Milton 
Alexander  Reagor  is  due  to  three  factors.  First,  records  concerning  him 
have  been  available;  second,  these  records  have  contained  information  on 
other  members  of  his  family  also;  and  third,  some  of  his  descendants  still 
live  in  and  near  Bedford  County. 

Louisa  Reagor ,  according  to  the  inscription  on  her  monument  in  the 
Center  Church  Cemetery,  about  six  miles  southwest  of  Shelbyville,  Tennes¬ 
see,  was  born  in  1826  and  died  in  1897.  According  to  family  accounts,  she 
was  married  in  1844  to  John  Lacy,  who  was  born  in  Petersburg,  Virginia, 
in  1805  and  died  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in  1849.  To  them  was  born 
a  son,  Wallace  Lacy,  on  May  15,  1847.  Wallace  Lacy  married  Susan 
Evelyn  Bartlett,  a  daughter  of  L.  B.  and  Matildie  Meadows  Bartlett.  To 
this  union  were  born  ten  children,  including  LouElla  Lacy,  who  married 
John  Vance  Davidson  and  whose  assistance  in  assembling  information  on 
this  family  has  been  very  helpful. 

After  John  Lacy’s  death  in  1849,  his  widow,  Louisa  Reagor  Lacy, 
married  a  widower,  Robert  Scales  Dwiggins,  who  was  born  September  18, 
1808,  and  died  September  3,  1875.  He  is  buried  by  the  side  of  his  second 
wife,  Louisa.  According  to  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  he  was  the  father  of 
two  sons,  Henry  Clay  and  Samuel,  at  the  time  of  his  second  marriage  which 
resulted  in  three  children,  James  Polk,  Benjamin  Franklin,  and  Louisa 
Dwiggins.  The  two  sons  of  the  second  marriage  are  buried  in  Petersburg, 
Tennessee;  the  daughter,  who  married  Reuben  Couch,  in  Shelbyville.  In 
1850  the  Dwiggins  family  was  living  in  the  Twenty-second  Civil  District  of 
Bedford  County,  not  far  from  Flat  Creek.  Later,  however,  they  moved  to  a 
large  farm  about  five  miles  from  Shelbyville,  on  the  Fayetteville  Pike, 
where  they  lived  for  the  remainder  of  the  parents’  lives. 

James  Polk  Dwiggins,  son  of  Robert  S.  and  Louisa  Reagor  Dwiggins, 
married  Elizabeth  Edmiston  of  Petersburg,  Tennessee.  They  had  three 
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children,  including  John  Frank  Dwiggins,  who  has  been  helpful  in  gather¬ 
ing  information  on  this  family.  It  is  he  who  provided  a  blue  print  of  the 
chart  of  the  Reagor  family,  drawn  by  J.  L.  Hutson  in  1924  and  mentioned 
elsewhere  in  this  chapter.  In  1960  he  also  had  in  his  possession  the  hand¬ 
written  will  of  his  great-aunt  Rebecca  Jane  Reagor,  which  contains  the 
names  of  approximately  twenty-five  relatives. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor ,  fourth  child  of  Anthony  Wayne  and 
Rhoda  Boone  Reagor,  was  born  January  27,  1827,  in  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  and  died  in  Athens,  Texas,  July  5,  1890,  according  to  reliable 
family  records.  Soon  after  the  death  of  his  parents  in  1846,  he  is  reported 
to  have  joined  his  uncle  James  Boone,  a  physician  in  Washington  County, 
Arkansas,  and  to  have  lived  with  him  while  attending  college  there.  In  1861 
he  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy  and  was  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant.  He  was  captured  at  Pea  Ridge,  Arkansas,  on  March  8,  1862, 
and  was  exchanged  on  May  16,  1862.  After  the  war  he  went  to  Texas  and 
apparently  joined  his  uncle  John  Reagor  in  Ellis  County,  Texas,  where  he 
taught  school  for  a  time  before  settling  in  Athens,  his  home  for  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  life.  There  he  married  Sarah  Elizabeth  Deen  in  1866.  She 
was  born  in  Alabama,  December  5,  1847,  and  died  October  7,  1885.  She 
and  Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor  are  buried  in  the  Athens  Cemetery.  To  this 
union  were  born  seven  children:  Geneva  Reagor,  who  married  C.  K. 
Miller;  Paralee  Reagor,  who  married  B.  F.  Warren;  Jessie  John  Reagor, 
who  married  Robert  Hugh  Logan;  Nora  Reagor,  who  married  Claude 
Ambrose  Fields;  Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor,  Jr.,  who  married  Helen 
Costigan;  James  Wayne  Reagor,  who  did  not  marry;  and  Nellie  Dan 
Reagor,  who  married  1 )  John  Boyette  and  2)  Fred  Norton  Brown.  From 
these  seven  children  have  come  an  abundance  of  descendants.  After  the 
death  of  Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor,  Sr.,  which  followed  by  almost  five 
years  the  death  of  his  wife  Sarah  Elizabeth  Deen  Reagor,  the  younger 
children  in  the  family  lived  for  a  while  in  the  home  of  their  first  cousin, 
Rhoda  McCuistion,  who  had  married  James  Haynes.  “Aunt  Rhodie,”  as 
they  called  her,  had  been  an  orphan  herself  in  the  home  of  their  parents 
before  they  were  born. 

Nora  Reagor,  listed  above  as  the  fourth  child  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Deen  Reagor,  was  born  October  23,  1877,  died 
December  25,  1901,  and  was  buried  in  the  Athens  Cemetery,  Athens, 
Texas.  On  December  22,  1898,  she  married  Claude  Ambrose  Fields,  who 
was  born  in  Gilmer,  Texas,  July  10,  1873,  and  died  February  4,  1950.  He 
is  buried  in  Longview,  Texas,  beside  his  second  wife.  Claudia  Fields,  a 
daughter  of  Claude  Ambrose  and  Nora  Reagor  Fields,  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  9,  1899.  On  October  22,  1923,  she  married  Howard  Nathan  Crawford, 
who  was  born  in  Houston,  Mississippi,  on  June  3,  1899.  This  is  the  Mrs. 
Claudia  Fields  Crawford  of  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  who  has  spent  many 
years  in  careful  family  research  and  to  whom  reference  has  been  made 
previously  as  having  been  very  helpful  in  the  compilation  of  information  on 
the  Boone  and  Reagor  families  from  which  she  descended.  In  1960  the  Craw¬ 
fords  had  six  children  as  follows:  Loyce  Lenora  Crawford,  who  married 
R.  R.  Buie;  Howard  Nathan  Crawford,  Jr.,  who  married  Deborah  Martin 
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Stevens;  Janet  Owen  Crawford,  who  married  Rowe  P.  Moore;  Wayne 
Scott  Crawford,  who  married  Betty  Holland;  Jo  Ann  Crawford,  who 
married  Louis  E.  Gibson;  and  Betty  Louise  Crawford,  who  married 
Walter  C.  Langford.  All  had  children  of  their  own. 

Sally  A.  Reagor,  if  the  Census  Report  of  1850  is  correct,  was  born  in 
1829  or  1830  and  was  the  fifth  child  of  Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda 
Boone  Reagor.  She  is  reported  to  have  married  George  Dwiggins,  brother 
of  Robert  S.  Dwiggins,  who  married  Sally  A.  Reagor’s  sister  Louisa  Reagor. 
George  Dwiggins  is  recorded  in  the  Census  Report  of  1850  as  living  in  the 
home  of  his  father,  Daniel  Dwiggins,  and  as  being  thirty-two  years  of  age. 
He  and  his  wife  Sally  A.  Reagor  Dwiggins  are  said  to  have  moved  to 
Blytheville,  Arkansas,  where  they  reared  a  family.  Neither  the  date  of  their 
marriage  nor  that  of  their  migration  to  Arkansas,  is  known  by  the  writer 
or  by  those  who  have  assisted  in  research  on  the  Reagor  family.  Sarah  A. 
Dwiggins  was  listed  in  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  her  great-aunt  Sarah 
Boone  Donaldson  on  April  26,  1870  ( Bedford  County  Settlements  Book  A, 
p.  244),  thus  confirming  to  some  extent  the  family  tradition  that  she 
married  George  Dwiggins. 

Hampton  Raley  Reagor,  sixth  child  of  Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda 
Boone  Reagor,  was  living  with  his  sister,  Louisa  Reagor  Dwiggins,  and  her 
husband  in  1850.  He  was  listed  in  the  Census  Report  of  that  year  as  being 
eighteen  years  of  age,  indicating  that  he  was  born  in  1831  or  1832.  As 
indicated  in  the  sketch  of  his  brother  Milton,  Hampton  Paley  Reagor’s 
guardianship  and  that  of  his  sister  Amanda  were  transferred  from  Milton 
to  their  uncle  Abram  Reagor  on  September  1,  1851,  when  Milton  was 
making  preparations  to  leave  for  Washington  County,  Arkansas.  It  is  not 
known  if  Hampton  and  his  sister  Amanda  ever  lived  in  Abraham  (Abram) 
Reagor’s  home;  but  they  were  not  there  when  the  census  was  taken  in  1860. 
Later,  while  living  or  visiting  with  his  brother  Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor 
or  with  his  sister  Mary  Emiline  Reagor  McCuistion  in  Athens,  Texas, 
Hampton  Reagor  is  reported  to  have  been  stricken  with  some  sort  of 
nervous  disorder  from  which  he  did  not  recover.  He  and  his  sister  Mary 
Emiline  Reagor  McCuistion  are  said  to  have  been  buried  near  each  other; 
but  a  search  by  distant  relatives  for  an  inscribed  monument  for  them  has 
been  unsuccessful.  Their  deaths  are  thought  to  have  occurred  between 
1865  and  1870.  The  middle  name  Paley  has  not  been  found  in  court 
records;  but  some  thirty  years  after  his  death  Hampton  P.  Reagor’s  sister 
Rebecca  Jane  in  her  will  declared,  “The  book  of  poems  and  hairbrush 
were  bro.  Hampton  Paley’s.”  He  never  married. 

Amanda  Reagor  was  living  with  her  brother  Milton  in  1850  when  the 
census  taker  placed  her  age  at  sixteen,  indicating  that  she  was  born  in  1833 
or  1834.  Family  records,  however,  give  1832  as  the  year  of  her  birth  and 
1 862  as  the  year  she  died.  Since  she  and  Hampton  are  not  thought  to  have 
been  twins,  there  must  be  an  error  in  at  least  one  of  these  dates.  Amanda 
Reagor,  according  to  family  records,  married  David  Patten  Weems,  who 
was  born  in  Green  County,  Tennessee,  February  8,  1838,  and  died  in 
Newton  County,  Missouri,  September  2,  1912.  The  date  of  the  marriage  is 
not  known;  but  Amanda  Reagor  is  reported  to  have  been  living  in  Wash- 
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ington  County,  Arkansas,  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  She  had  one  son, 
Emmet  Hume  Weems,  who  inherited  $130  from  the  estate  of  his  uncle 
Levi  Shook  Reagor  ( Bedford  County  Tennessee,  Settlements  Book  A, 
p.  413). 

On  May  2,  1869,  David  Patten  Weems  is  reported  to  have  married 
Minerva  Boone,  daughter  of  Noah  Webster  Boone  and  granddaughter  of 
the  Reverend  Benjamin  Boone  whose  sketch  is  found  in  Chapter  III.  These 
two  wives  of  David  Patten  Weems  were  first  cousins;  but  Amanda  Reagor 
was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  while  Minerva  Boone  was  born 
in  McDonald  County,  Missouri.  Georgia  Weems,  a  child  of  the  second 
marriage,  like  Emmet  Hume  Weems  of  the  first  marriage,  was  related  to 
Rebecca  Jane  Reagor  and  was  mentioned  in  her  will. 

Rebecca  Jane  Reagor,  eighth  child  of  Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda 
Boone  Reagor,  was  living  in  the  home  of  her  sister  Louisa  Reagor  Dwiggins 
in  1850.  The  census  taker  indicated  that  she  was  born  in  1835  or  1836. 
Although  not  much  is  known  about  her,  her  name  was  still  remembered  by 
a  few  of  the  older  residents  of  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  in  1960.  She  did  not 
marry.  How  long  she  lived  in  the  home  of  her  uncle  Noah  Webster  Boone 
in  Newton  County,  Missouri,  is  not  known;  but  she  was  listed  in  his  house¬ 
hold  by  the  census  taker  in  1860.  She  is  said  at  one  time  to  have  visited  her 
brother  Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor  in  Athens,  Texas;  but  most  of  her  life 
seems  to  have  been  spent  in  the  home  of  her  sister  Louisa  Reagor  Dwiggins. 
After  his  sister’s  death  in  1897  Rebecca  Jane  Reagor  lived  in  the  home  of 
a  nephew,  James  Polk  Dwiggins.  On  July  24,  1897,  before  the  death  of  her 
sister,  Rebecca  Jane  Reagor  wrote  instructions  concerning  the  disposition 
she  wished  to  have  made  of  her  personal  effects  after  her  death.  Apparently 
she  had  already  been  sick  for  some  time  when  the  unrecorded  will  was 
written.  She  requested  that  she  be  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  near  the 
graves  of  her  parents.  The  Dwiggins  family  with  whom  she  lived  had  their 
home  at  Lascassas  in  Rutherford  County,  Tennessee,  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  which  John  Frank  Dwiggins,  who  remembers  it,  estimates  to  have 
been  in  1897 — the  same  year  her  sister  Louisa  died.  The  value  of  the 
property  owned  by  Rebecca  Jane  Reagor  at  the  time  of  her  death  was 
negligible;  but  her  will  has  genealogical  significance,  since  it  contained  the 
names  of  approximately  twenty-five  relatives.  In  1960  this  will  was  in  the 
possession  of  her  great-nephew  John  Frank  Dwiggins. 

James  Boone  Reagor,  ninth  of  Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda  Boone 
Reagor’s  children,  is  another  about  whom  little  is  known.  He  was  included 
among  the  seven  minor  children  of  A.  W.  Reagor,  deceased,  who  were 
made  wards  of  their  brother  Milton;  and  he  was  listed  in  the  1850  Census 
Report  in  the  household  of  this  brother.  The  age  given  was  twelve  years, 
an  indication  that  he  was  born  in  1837  or  1838.  The  court  record,  referred 
to  previously  in  the  sketch  on  Milton  Reagor,  indicates  that  James  Boone 
Reagor  accompanied  his  brothers,  Milton  and  Anthony  Wayne,  Jr.,  to 
Washington  County,  Arkansas,  some  time  after  September  1,  1851.  Unless 
additional  records  or  traditions  are  discovered  in  Arkansas  or  elsewhere, 
the  remainder  of  James  Boone’s  life  story  must  remain  a  mystery. 

Anthony  Wayne  Reagor,  Jr.,  tenth  child  of  his  family,  apparently  was 
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born  in  1840  after  the  census  had  been  taken,  since  he  was  not  counted 
that  year  but  was  included  in  his  brother  Milton’s  household  in  the  1850 
Census  Report  as  ten  years  of  age.  He  accompanied  his  brothers  Milton 
and  James  Boone  to  Washington  County,  Arkansas,  some  time  between 
September  1,  1851,  and  March,  1853,  as  indicated  by  court  records 
referred  to  in  the  sketch  on  Milton  Reagor.  On  May  5,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
the  Confederate  Army  at  Jacksonport,  Arkansas.  He  was  parolled  at 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina,  after  having  been  at  Lynchburg,  Virginia, 
on  April  26,  1865,  according  to  his  service  record.  He  is  reported  to  have 
died  some  time  in  1865  and  to  have  been  buried  in  Elkins,  in  Washington 
County,  Arkansas,  after  his  return  from  military  service.  It  is  thought  that 
he  never  married. 

Levi  Shook  Reagor  was  listed  in  the  Census  Report  of  1850  as  age 
seven,  indicating  he  was  born  in  1843 — midway  between  the  births  of 
Anthony  Wayne,  Jr.,  and  Rhoda  M.  Reagor.  In  1850  Levi  S.  Reagor  was 
living  in  the  Sixth  Civil  District  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in  the  home 
of  his  sister  Mary  Emiline  Reagor  McCuistion  and  her  husband.  After  the 
death  of  his  parents  Levi  Shook  Reagor,  like  his  sister  Rebecca  Jane,  was 
first  the  ward  of  John  Lacy,  the  first  husband  of  his  sister  Louisa.  Transfer 
was  made,  however,  to  their  uncle  James  Brock  Reagor  on  April  2,  1849, 
the  year  John  Lacy  died. 

Where  and  with  whom  Levi  Shook  Reagor  spent  the  remaining  years 
of  his  childhood  and  youth  after  the  McCuistions  left  for  Texas  are  not 
known.  His  name  has  not  been  found  in  the  1860  Census  Report;  but  ap¬ 
parently  he  died  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  before  September,  1869, 
when  Elijah  A.  Reagor,  administrator  of  his  estate,  stated  that  he  had 
attached  the  interest  of  Benjamin  F.  Reagor  in  the  estate  of  Levi  Reagor  to 
pay  a  debt  owed  by  the  said  Benjamin  F.  Reagor  to  the  estate  of  Milton 
Reagor,  which  Elijah  A.  Reagor  was  administering  also  ( Bedford  County 
Settlements  Book  A,  p.  413).  Other  payments  to  Levi  Shook  Reagor’s 
brothers  and  sisters  from  his  estate  indicate  that  he  had  not  married,  or  at 
least  that  he  had  no  children. 

Rhoda  M.  Reagor  was  reported  as  only  four  years  of  age  in  the  1850 
Census  Report  which  listed  her  in  the  household  of  her  brother  Milton. 
This  means  that  she  was  a  baby  in  arms  when  her  parents  died  in  1846.  On 
September  1,  1851,  she  became  the  ward  of  her  uncle  Lemuel  Broadaway, 
when  her  brother  Milton  relinquished  this  responsibility  in  preparation  for 
his  departure  for  Washington  County,  Arkansas.  With  whom  she  lived 
during  the  remaining  years  of  her  childhood  is  not  known.  Apparently  she 
had  not  married  by  April  26,  1870,  when  John  E.  Frost,  as  attorney  for  the 
administrator  of  Sarah  Boone  Donaldson’s  estate,  testified  that  he  had  paid 
$64.55  to  Rhoda  M.  Reagor.  She  is  reported,  however,  to  have  visited  her 
brother  Benjamin  Franklin  Reagor  in  Athens,  Texas,  where  she  married  a 
Mr.  Mullins  and  moved  to  Oregon.  No  further  account  of  her  has  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  writer;  but  when  Rebecca  Jane  Reagor  made  her  will 
on  July  24,  1897,  she  mentioned  the  names  of  Myrtle,  Hattie,  Girtie,  and 
Reagor  Mullins.  These,  no  doubt,  were  the  children  of  Rhoda  M.  Reagor 
Mullins  of  Oregon. 


130 


The  Reagor  Family 

This  brief  sketch  on  Rhoda  M.  Reagor  Mullins,  the  last-born  child  of 
Anthony  Wayne  and  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor,  brings  to  a  close  the  accounts 
of  this  family,  so  large  and  so  prominent  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  a 
little  more  than  a  century  ago,  but  scarcely  remembered  there  in  1962.  The 
land  on  which  they  lived  was  owned  in  1962  by  relatives  who  probably 
could  not  name  one  of  the  twelve  children.  Automobiles  whiz  by  within  a 
few  feet  of  Anthony  and  Rhoda  Boone  Reagor’s  graves;  but  few,  if  any,  of 
the  passers-by  know  who  is  buried  there,  even  if  they  are  aware  of  the 
location  of  this  old  family  cemetery. 

6.  Isaac  Reagor,  sixth  child  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor, 
was  born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  April  2,  1799.  He  was  twenty-five 
years  of  age  and  probably  already  married  on  September  20,  1824,  when 
he  entered  into  an  agreement  with  his  brothers  and  sisters  concerning  the 
landed  estate  of  his  deceased  father.  The  tradition  in  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity  that  he  lived  and  died  in  West  Tennessee  has  been  verified  by  the 
Census  Reports  of  1830,  1840,  and  1860  for  Gibson  County.  Family 
records  indicate  that  his  oldest  son,  Hance  McWherter  Reagor,  was  born  in 
Alabama  in  1826.  How  long,  if  at  all,  the  family  lived  in  Alabama  is  not 
known  to  the  writer;  but  when  the  census  was  taken  in  1830,  Isaac  Reagor 
was  already  living  in  Gibson  County,  Tennessee,  and  had  two  sons  under 
five.  According  to  reports  by  descendants,  Isaac  Reagor  married  Betsy 
McWherter,  and  their  children  were  Hance  McWherter,  John,  Wayne, 
Washington,  Thomas,  Ess,  Betsy,  Jane,  Monroe,  and  Emoline.  The  Gibson 
County  Tax  List  for  1836  contains  the  name  of  Isaac  Reagor,  and 
marriage  records  in  the  Tennessee  Archievs  show  that  he  was  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  in  Gibson  County  for  a  number  of  years. 

It  is  reported  by  descendants  that  Isaac  Reagor,  past  sixty  years  of 
age,  stayed  at  home  during  the  Civil  War  to  assist  the  young  boys  grow 
something  to  eat  when  the  Yankees  invaded  West  Tennessee.  He  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  died  shortly  after  the  close  of  the  war  and  to  have  been 
buried  in  a  family  cemetery  about  a  mile  north  of  Rutherford  on  or  near 
his  farm.  Hopes  of  determining  the  date  of  his  death  and  dates  concerning 
his  wife  were  destroyed  by  the  report  that  the  grave  stones  were  thrown 
into  a  nearby  river  when  a  new  road  was  cut  through  the  cemetery.  Betsy 
McWherter  Reagor,  wife  of  Isaac  Reagor,  is  assumed  to  have  died  before 
1860,  since  her  name  was  not  included  in  the  Census  Report  for  that  year 
along  with  that  of  Isaac. 

In  1960  there  were  more  Reagors  in  Gibson  and  neighboring  counties 
of  West  Tennessee  than  in  Middle  Tennessee  in  and  near  Bedford  County. 
Although  there  has  been  an  occasional  contact  between  the  two  branches  of 
the  family  during  the  past  130  years,  there  are  Reagors  in  West  Tennessee 
who  seem  to  be  unaware  of  their  ancestor,  Anthony  Reagor,  who  settled  at 
Flat  Creek,  in  Bedford  County  before  1807.  Instead,  some  of  them  have 
come  to  believe  that  it  was  Isaac  Reagor  who  was  the  sole  survivor  of  an 
Indian  massacre. 

One  of  the  contacts  between  the  Reagors  of  Middle  and  West  Tennes¬ 
see  was  at  the  Reagor  Reunion  held  at  Flat  Creek  in  1904  or  1905.  James 
Cicero  Reagor  of  Sharon,  Tennessee,  son  of  Hance  Reagor  and  grandson 
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of  Isaac  Reagor,  came  to  the  reunion  upon  the  invitation  of  Dr.  Frank  B. 
Reagor,  who  had  previously  made  visits  with  the  distant  Reagor  relatives 
in  West  Tennessee  and  Texas.  Much  of  the  information  concerning  the 
Reagors  of  West  Tennessee  has  been  supplied  by  Mrs.  Mary  Louise 
Reagor  Gleeson  of  Chicago.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Iley  Reagor,  grand¬ 
daughter  of  James  Cicero  Reagor,  and  great-granddaughter  of  Isaac 
Reagor. 

The  name  and  reported  birth  place  of  Hance  McWherter  Reagor,  son 
of  Isaac  and  Betsy  McWherter  Reagor,  are  by-products  of  significance 
which  came  from  investigation  of  the  Reagors  of  West  Tennessee.  As 
indicated  in  an  earlier  section  of  this  chapter,  Hance  (or  John)  Reagor, 
who  was  killed  by  Indians  in  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  in  1758,  was 
thought  to  have  been  the  father  of  Anthony  Reagor,  who  was  taken  into 
captivity  by  the  Indians  who  killed  his  father  and  mother.  Hance  certainly 
is  not  a  name  used  frequently  by  pioneer  families.  Could  it  not  be  that 
Isaac  Reagor  named'  his  first  son  Hance  because  he  had  heard  his  father, 
Anthony  Reagor,  use  that  name  in  connection  with  his  own  father  who  had 
been  killed  by  the  Indians? 

Among  the  undocumented  family  records  growing  out  of  the  Reagor 
Reunion  of  1904  or  1905  is  the  report  that  George  Allen  Brock,  half 
brother  of  Anthony  Reagor’s  children,  had  lived  in  Paint  Rock,  Alabama. 
The  Census  Report  of  1 820  shows  that  he  was  living  in  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee,  in  that  year.  There  is  a  tradition  that  the  Keiths  and  others  with 
Reagor  connections  migrated  to  Jackson  County,  Alabama,  during  the 
1820’s.  The  verified  report  that  John  Reagor,  Isaac’s  brother,  had  children 
born  in  Alabama  between  1821  and  1833  and  the  unverified  report  that 
Isaac’s  son  Hance  was  born  in  Alabama  in  1826  lead  to  the  speculation 
that  Isaac,  John,  and  William  Reagor  accompanied  or  followed  their  half 
brother  George  Allen  Brock  in  his  migration  to  Jackson  County,  Alabama, 
just  south  of  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  before  settling  elsewhere. 

7.  James  Brock  Reagor,  seventh  child  of  Anthony  and  Margaret 
Shook  Reagor  and  great-great-grandfather  of  the  writer,  was  born  in  Knox 
County,  Tennessee,  October  22,  1800,  and  died  at  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee, 
May  12,  1863.  On  September  8,  1825,  he  married  Elizabeth  (Betsy) 
Covey,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Rosanah  Barringer  Covey.  She  was 
born  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  December  27,  1806,  and  died  at 
Flat  Creek,  December  21,  1894.  The  next  section  of  this  chapter  will  be 
devoted  to  these  ancestors  and  their  eight  children — Cynthia  Ann,  Nancy 
Caroline,  George  Allen,  William  Jefferson,  John  Wesley,  Mary  Catherine, 
Joseph  Anthony,  and  Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor. 

8.  Abraham  Reagor,  eighth  child  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook 
Reagor,  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  October  24,  1802.  On  an 
unknown  date,  about  1827,  he  married  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Lacy,  who  was 
born  November  8,  1809.  He  died  on  February  21,  1863,  and  she  on 
January  23,  1873.  They  are  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard  where  their 
monuments  bear  record  of  these  dates.  Abraham  Reagor,  known  also  as 
Abram  Reagor,  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  had  a  large  family.  His  land 
included  that  southwest  of  the  bridge  which  crosses  Flat  Creek  just  west  of 
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the  village.  According  to  J.  L.  Hutson,  who  wrote  a  short  history  of  Flat 
Creek  in  1923,  it  was  in  this  meadow  that  the  first  mowing  machine  was 
seen  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community.  Abraham  Reagor’s  children,  both 
boys  and  girls,  were  reported  seen  handling  hay  with  wooden  pitchforks. 
Although  four  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy  Reagor’s  children  never 
married,  the  other  nine  contributed  considerably  to  the  “stocking”  of  the 
Flat  Creek  Community  during  the  next  generation.  The  names  of  the 
thirteen  children  in  the  order  of  their  births  are  David  Ekels,  Samuel  Lacy, 
Alcy  Jane,  Emily  Catherine,  Elijah  Anthony,  Elizabeth  Tabitha,  Caldonia 
Ann,  Mary  Margaret,  Robert  J.,  twins  Isaac  Newton  and  Jacob  Milton, 
Rhoda  Ellen,  and  John  Bell  Reagor.  Fortunately  family  records  are  availa¬ 
ble  for  a  brief  sketch  on  each.  Unless  otherwise  indicated,  information  on 
these  children  has  been  obtained  from  family  sources  without  any  great 
effort  to  verify  it. 

David  Ekels  Reagor,  first  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy 
Reagor,  was  born  September  24,  1828,  and  died  from  “white  swelling”  on 
July  17,  1858,  without  having  married.  He  is  buried  in  the  Shook  Grave¬ 
yard  where  only  portions  of  the  inscription  on  his  monument  are  now 
legible. 

Samuel  Lacy  Reagor,  second  son  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy 
Reagor,  was  a  physician.  He  was  born  March  26,  1831,  and  died  Febru¬ 
ary  18,  1876.  At  an  unknown  date  he  married  Mary  (Molly)  I.  Berry, 
who  was  born  November  26,  1838,  and  died  August  30,  1872.  There  is  a 
monument  to  her  in  the  Shook  Graveyard.  They  had  the  following  children: 
Frank  Berry  Reagor,  a  prominent  physician  of  Shelbyville,  who  married 
Fannie  Sullivan  and  was  the  father  of  Reuel  Reagor;  Robert  Joseph 
Alexander  Reagor,  who  married  Eugenia  Frances  Hershaw,  lived  in 
Galesburg,  Illinois,  and  became  the  father  of  Addie  L.,  Samuel  Leroy, 
George  Thornton,  and  Helen  Gracye  Reagor;  Leonidas  (Lonnie)  Thorn¬ 
ton  Reagor,  who  married  Rose  Everett  Dearing  and  became  the  father  of 
Mary,  Leonidas,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  Frances  Reagor;  and  Ira  Justin  Reagor, 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Ailcy  Jane  Reagor,  third  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy 
Reagor,  was  born  June  10,  1833,  and  died  April  11,  1915.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1855,  she  married  John  Clay  Ray,  who  was  born  November  29, 
1828,  and  died  May  5,  1893.  They  are  buried  in  the  Smith  Chapel  Ceme¬ 
tery,  in  Moore  County.  Their  children  were  David  Green  Ray,  who 
married  1)  Lula  White  and  2)  Leger  Womack;  Henry  Francis  Ray,  who 
married  Victoria  Tannyhill  and  who  was  the  father  of  Nellie  and  Marvin 
Ray;  Thomas  Edgar  Ray,  who  died  in  infancy;  Albert  Abraham  Ray,  who 
married  1)  Theodocia  (Dosia)  Tatum  Parker,  the  mother  of  Alvin  S., 
Ruby,  and  John  Ben  Ray,  and  2)  Bunie  Reed,  the  mother  of  Thelma  and 
Selina  Ray;  Robert  J.  Ray,  who  lived  in  Lawton,  Oklahoma,  married 
Olive  Smith,  and  was  the  father  of  Kenneth  and  Lawrence  Ray;  Watt 
Floyd  Ray,  who  was  twice  married,  1 )  to  Bettie  Dillingham,  the  mother  of 
Pauline,  Cooper,  and  Robert  (Bob)  Lacy  Ray,  and  2)  in  old  age  to  his 
sister-in-law,  Gertie  Dillingham;  Mary  Elizabeth  Ray,  who  did  not  marry; 
Kittie  Ellen  Ray,  who  married  Thomas  Finn  Go  wen  and  became  the 
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mother  of  Louise  and  Ray  Gowen;  John  Bell  Ray,  who  did  not  marry;  and 
Myrtle  Ray,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine. 

Emily  Catherine  Reagor ,  the  fourth  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth 
Lacy  Reagor,  was  born  February  28,  1833,  and  died  July  17,  1911.  On 
December  8,  1859,  she  married  Richard  Calvin  Bearden,  who  was  born 
March  4,  1835,  and  died  March  26,  1893.  He  was  the  first  to  be  buried  in 
Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek,  where  his  widow  was  later  buried  at 
his  side.  They  had  eight  children — Henry  Clay  Bearden,  who  married 
Bettie  Shofner  and  who  was  the  father  of  Leland  and  James  Lonnie 
Bearden;  Cora  Ann  Bearden,  who  married  Jefferson  (Jeff)  Davis  Gardner 
and  became  the  mother  of  Frank,  Clyde  Watson,  Arlene,  Allie  B.,  Florice, 
and  Kelley  Reagor  Gardner;  George  Alexander  Bearden,  who  married 

1 )  Susie  Grubb,  the  mother  of  Grace  Arvel  and  George  DeWitt  Bearden, 
and  2)  Lena  Woll,  the  mother  of  Lillie  W.  Bearden,  and  who  lived  in 
Oklahoma;  Robert  Lacy  Bearden,  who  married  Neomia  Hix  and  became 
the  father  of  Richard  Christopher  and  Ross  Hix  Bearden;  James  Mathews 
Bearden,  who  married  Ida  Woosley  and  became  the  father  of  Rollie  Ray, 
Clifford,  and  Calvin  Bearden;  Carrie  M.  Bearden,  who  married  Jessie  H. 
Hobbs  but  had  no  children;  Samuel  Reagor  Bearden,  who  married  Ida 
Martin  and  was  the  father  of  Robert  and  Samuel  Bearden;  and  Elizabeth 
(Betsy)  Edna  Bearden,  who  married  William  W.  Lacy,  Jr.,  and  became 
the  mother  of  Wallace  Bearden  and  Wayne  Lacy. 

Elijah  Anthony  Reagor,  fifth  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy 
Reagor,  was  born  December  9,  1836,  and  died  July  25,  1904.  On  an  un¬ 
known  date  he  married  Martha  Ann  Bearden,  sister  of  Richard  Calvin 
Bearden.  She  was  born  April  7,  1839,  and  died  July  16,  1919.  They  are 
buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  Their  six  children  were  Fannie  Elizabeth 
Reagor,  who  married  William  (Will)  Word  Hix  and  became  the  mother  of 
Ernest  Levoy  (who  died  young),  Claude,  Lena  Vivian,  and  Aetna  Ger¬ 
trude  Hix;  James  Emmett  Reagor,  who  married  1)  Sallie  Ingle,  who  died 
at  the  birth  of  still-born  twins,  and  2)  Avie  Jane  Henderson,  mother  of 
Ruth  Reagor  whose  collection  of  Reagor  records  has  been  very  helpful  in 
supplying  information  on  the  Reagor  family;  Mollie  Sherman  Reagor,  who 
married  1 )  Will  Sutton  whose  only  child,  Lillian  Sutton,  died  young  and 

2)  Charles  George  Parker  and  became  the  mother  of  Isaiah  and  Mary 
Reagor  Parker;  Lawson  Anthony  Reagor,  whose  marriage  to  Hattie  Gas¬ 
ton  did  not  result  in  children;  Edward  Everett  Reagor,  who  married  Julia 
Hasty  and  became  the  father  of  Paul  and  Edward  Reagor;  and  Walter 
Newton  Reagor,  who  married  Mamie  Bailey  and  became  the  father  of 
Robert,  Morris,  and  Audrey  Reagor. 

Elizabeth  Tabitha  Reagor,  sixth  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy 
Reagor,  was  born  April  11,  1838,  and  died  March  25,  1881.  On  Janu¬ 
ary  30,  1861,  she  married  George  W.  Floyd,  who  was  born  May  20,  1832, 
and  died  February  14,  1870.  They  are  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard, 
where  their  monuments  provide  the  dates  of  their  births  and  deaths.  They 
had  three  children — Laura  Belle  Floyd,  who  married  George  Collins;  Ed¬ 
gar  Floyd,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  apparently  without  marrying; 
and  George  W.  Floyd,  Jr.,  who  was  killed  during  the  Spanish-American 
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War  at  Manila,  in  the  Philippines,  and  for  whom  a  monument  was  erected 
in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee. 

Caldonia  Ann  Reagor,  seventh  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy 
Reagor,  was  born  March  10,  1840,  and  died  February  2,  1902.  In  1866  she 
married  Marion  Hutson,  whom  she  survived  many  years  but  whose  birth 
and  death  dates  are  not  available.  Caldonia  Ann  Reagor  Hutson  was  bur¬ 
ied  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery.  She  was  the  mother  of  three  children 
— Annie  Florence  Hutson,  who  married  Charlie  Clenny  (McClenny)  and 
became  the  mother  of  Leander  (Lea),  Ollie,  and  Charlie  Clenny  (only 
Lea  living  to  adult  life);  Walter  Hutson,  who  was  killed  by  a  log  rolling 
over  him  when  he  was  a  boy;  and  Thursia  Hutson,  who  married  James 
Burrum  and  became  the  mother  of  George  Thadeus,  Annie  Lee,  Hugh 
Hutson,  Olive  Reagor,  and  Walter  Marion  Burrum. 

Mary  Margaret  Reagor,  eighth  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy 
Reagor,  was  born  January  23,  1842,  and  died  July  28,  1893.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  21,  1869,  she  married  Andrew  Jackson  Driskill,  who  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  13,  1836,  and  died  April  17,  1873.  They  are  buried  in  the  Shook 
Graveyard,  where  their  monument  inscriptions  record  their  birth  and 
death  dates.  Their  family  Bible  also  contained  record  of  their  marriage 
date.  Their  children  were  Millie  May  Driskill,  who  died  young;  and  An¬ 
drew  Jackson  Driskill,  Jr.,  who  married  Georgie  Reagor  Frost  and  became 
the  father  of  Harry  Reagor,  Mary  Frost,  Andrew  Wright,  and  Lemaye 
Driskill. 

Robert  J.  Reagor,  ninth  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy  Reagor, 
was  born  May  4,  1844,  and  died  September  20,  1863,  a  casualty  of  the 
Civil  War. 

Isaac  Newton  and  Jacob  Milton  Reagor,  tenth  and  eleventh  children 
of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy  Reagor,  were  deformed  and  feeble¬ 
minded  twins.  They  were  born  December  16,  1845.  Their  affliction  was 
thought  by  some  of  their  parents’  contemporaries  to  have  been  due  to  the 
witchcraft  of  one  of  three  old  women  living  in  the  neighborhood.  (See  the 
section,  Shook  Relatives  in  Bedford  County,  in  Chapter  VI  for  more 
about  this  reference  to  witchcraft.)  Isaac  Reagor  died  August  15,  1880, 
and  Jacob  on  January  27,  1871.  They  are  buried  in  the  Shook  Grave¬ 
yard. 

Rhoda  Ellen  Reagor,  twelfth  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  Lacy 
Reagor,  was  born  October  31,  1849,  and  died  August  19,  1902.  On  an  un¬ 
known  date  she  married  Scott  Castleman,  who  was  born  in  1850  and  died 
in  1923.  They  are  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard.  Their  children  were 
Clara,  who  died  young,  and  George  Reagor  Castleman,  who  is  reported  to 
have  married  and  to  have  reared  a  family  in  Chicago. 

John  Bell  Reagor,  thirteenth  and  last  child  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth 
Lacy  Reagor,  was  born  February  22,  1852,  and  died  December  17,  1875. 
He  married  Mary  Caldonia  (Donia)  Farrar,  daughter  of  Joseph  H.  and 
Parmelia  Farrar.  She  was  born  February  9,  1854,  and  died  January  9, 
1876.  John  Bell  and  Donia  Farrar  Reagor  were  buried  in  the  Shook  Grave¬ 
yard.  They  had  one  child,  Addie  Belle  Reagor,  who  was  reared  by  her 
mother’s  parents  after  her  own  parents  died  within  a  month  of  each  other. 
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She  married  Oscar  Sullivan  and  became  the  mother  of  Ethel  Brents,  Kath¬ 
leen  Klee,  Mary  Elizabeth,  and  Rex  Sullivan. 

9.  Catherine  Reagor,  ninth  and  last  child  of  Anthony  and  Margaret 
Shook  Reagor,  was  born  May  8,  1805,  according  to  the  old  Reagor  Bible 
record.  Since  the  exact  date  of  the  removal  of  the  Reagor  family  from  Knox 
to  Bedford  County  has  not  been  determined,  Catherine  Reagor’s  birth 
place  is  not  definitely  known;  but  it  is  thought  to  have  been  in  Knox  County 
less  than  two  years  before  the  migration  took  place.  At  an  unknown  date 
between  September  20,  1824,  and  November  11,  1829,  Catherine  Reagor 
became  the  second  wife  of  Daniel  Keith.  The  former  date  was  when  she 
signed  an  agreement  in  the  settlement  of  her  father’s  estate;  the  latter  was 
when  her  son  Anthony  Meek  Keith  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Alabama. 
The  exact  time  and  place  of  Catherine  Reagor  Keith’s  death  is  not  known; 
but  she  is  thought  to  have  died  after  1860  and  to  have  been  buried  in  Jack- 
son  County.  Her  husband  Daniel  Keith  who  was  born  in  Pendleton  District, 
South  Carolina,  July  4,  1800,  survived  her  until  December  11,  1867.  On 
December  9,  1850,  Anthony  Meek  Keith,  son  of  Daniel  and  Catherine 
Reagor  Keith,  married  Ann  J.  Green,  who  was  born  June  6,  1826,  and  died 
September  18,  1856,  from  the  birth  of  a  child  who  did  not  live. 

Anthony  Meek  Keith’s  second  marriage  was  on  August  9,  1868,  to 
Mary  Ann  Brooks,  who  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Alabama,  Novem¬ 
ber  17,  1844.  She  was  living  in  Winchester,  Tennessee,  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage,  as  had  been  Anthony  Meek  Keith  for  many  years,  even  before 
the  death  of  his  first  wife,  who  was  buried  in  Old  Goshen  Cemetery,  in  Win¬ 
chester.  After  his  second  marriage  Anthony  M.  Keith  moved  to  Flat  Creek, 
Tennessee,  where  he  and  his  wife,  known  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  as 
“Miss  Mollie,”  taught  school.  Two  years  later  he  went  into  the  mercantile 
business  in  Flat  Creek  and  remained  in  it  until  his  retirement  in  1897.  A 
large  family  resulted  from  this  second  marriage.  They  lived  in  the  village  of 
Flat  Creek  until  1882,  when  they  moved  into  what  is  still  known  as  “the 
Keith  Hollow.”  In  the  Flat  Creek  Community  Anthony  M.  Keith  was 
known  as  “Captain  Keith.”  Goodspeed’s  History  of  Bedford  County  credits 
him  with  being  captain  of  a  Flat  Creek  company  of  soldiers  during  the  Civil 
War;  but  his  military  records  on  file  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  do  not  verify 
this.  He  entered  the  service  on  November  26,  1861,  at  Camp  Trousdale — 
the  same  day  and  same  recruiting  point  used  by  his  first  cousin,  George 
Allen  Reagor.  Along  with  many  other  Tennessee  men  of  the  41st  Regiment, 
Anthony  M.  Keith  was  captured  on  February  16,  1861,  at  Fort  Donnelson 
on  the  Tennessee  River.  Eater  he  was  exchanged,  and  still  later  he  was 
recaptured  and  held  until  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

Anthony  Meek  and  Mary  Ann  Brooks  Keith  had  ten  children.  Brief 
statements  on  each  follow. 

Cyrus  Brooks  Keith  was  born  July  13,  1869,  died  December  28,  1891, 
and  was  buried  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery. 

Meek  Lee  Keith  was  born  July  5,  1871,  died  October  14,  1891,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery. 

Hilbert  Daniel  Keith  was  born  February  22,  1874.  On  May  14,  1893, 
he  married  Addie  Bryant,  who  was  born  July  13,  1876. 
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James  Aubrey  Keith  was  born  May  24,  1876.  On  July  14,  1904,  he 
married  Virginia  Bell  Keith,  who  was  born  December  10,  1882. 

Pearl  Keith  was  born  February  16,  1879.  On  March  3,  1911,  she  mar¬ 
ried  John  Calvin  Barnhart,  who  was  born  August  27,  1876. 

Ann  Moss  Keith  was  born  December  3,  1880.  On  July  22,  1908,  she 
married  John  David  Hinds,  son  of  William  Dawson  and  Mary  Caroline 
Shields  Hinds.  He  was  born  July  18,  1875,  and  died  April  23,  1919.  Ann 
Moss  Keith  Hinds  has  made  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  Reagor  and 
Shook  chapters  in  this  book.  In  1962  she  was  a  resident  of  Cullowhee, 
North  Carolina,  where  her  son,  Anthony  Keith  Hinds,  was  dean  of  the 
college. 

Alfred  Shook  Keith  was  born  March  7,  1883.  On  November  20,  1908, 
he  married  Anna  Bell  Walling,  who  was  born  December  20,  1888. 

Justin  Strahl  Keith  was  born  May  17,  1885.  On  July  21,  1908,  he 
married  Lula  Gay. 

Samuel  Palmer  Keith  was  born  May  10,  1888.  On  December  15, 
1908,  he  married  Lucy  Turtelotte  Johnston,  who  died  January  4,  1959. 

Orrie  Delilah  Keith  was  born  June  12,  1891,  and  died  June  15,  1919. 
She  was  buried  in  Cedar  Hill  Cemetery,  Bessemer,  Alabama. 

Anthony  Meek  Keith  died  January  20,  1915;  his  wife  Mary  Ann 
Brooks  Keith  on  September  25,  1925.  They  are  buried  in  Cedar  Hill  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Bessemer,  Alabama.  Although  the  Keith  name  was  prominent  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Flat  Creek  Community  for  almost  half  a  century,  there  are  no 
descendants  living  there  now.  Like  the  Shooks,  the  Keiths  are  now  only  a 
memory  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community,  as  no  doubt  will  be  the  Reagors, 
Frosts,  and  a  number  of  other  well  known  families  within  another  genera¬ 
tion  or  two. 


James  Brock  Reagor  ( 1800-1863 ) 

James  Brock  Reagor,  seventh  child  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook 
Reagor,  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  October  22,  1 800,  and  died 
at  Flat  Creek,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  May  12,  1863.  The  earliest 
public  record  found  on  him  was  dated  September  20,  1824,  about  three 
weeks  after  his  father’s  death,  when  he  joined  his  brothers  and  sisters  in  an 
agreement  concerning  the  landed  estate  of  the  deceased,  as  previously  re¬ 
ported  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  S,  p.  389).  This  was  almost  a  year 
before  September  8,  1825,  when  he  married  Elizabeth  Covey,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Rosanah  Barringer  Covey,  whose  sketches  are  found  in  Chap¬ 
ter  VII.  Elizabeth  Covey  was  born  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  De¬ 
cember  27,  1806,  and  died  at  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  December  21,  1894. 
James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor  are  buried  in  the  Shook  Grave¬ 
yard,  where  inscriptions  on  their  monuments  provide  their  birth,  marriage, 
and  death  dates. 

James  Brock  Reagor  and  his  wife  Betsy — the  name  by  which  Elizabeth 
Covey  Reagor  was  usually  known  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community — appear 
to  have  begun  their  housekeeping  in  the  home  of  his  widowed  mother  and 
to  have  lived  there  until  her  death  on  September  18,  1838.  Partial  verifica¬ 
tion  is  found  in  the  Census  Report  of  1 830  which  lists  in  James  B.  Reagor’s 
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household  a  female,  age  60-70.  On  February  25,  1839,  James  B.  Reagor 
purchased  the  land  on  which  he  and  Betsy  lived  for  the  remainder  of  their 
lives  ( Deed  Book  HH,  p.  353).  As  this  was  only  a  seventy-acre  tract,  he 
may  have  already  owned  land  adjoining  it.  Their  new  home  was  near  the 
1962  home  of  Robert  S.  Hudson,  about  one  mile  from  Flat  Creek,  on  the 
road  to  Shelbyville.  It  was  in  this  home  that  their  son  George  Allen  died  on 
March  18,  1862,  after  having  been  brought  back  from  Bowling  Green, 
Kentucky,  where  he  became  ill  while  serving  in  the  Confederate  Army. 

No  entirely  satisfactory  explanation  has  been  given  for  James  Brock 
Reagor’s  middle  name — the  name  of  his  mother’s  first  husband.  At  or  near 
the  time  of  James  Brock  Reagor’s  birth  in  1800,  there  was  living  in  Knox 
County  a  James  Brock  who  later  lived  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  This 
James  Brock  was  possibly  a  brother  of  Margaret  Shook’s  first  husband  and 
could  have  been  a  close  friend  and  neighbor  of  the  Shooks  and  Reagors. 
James  Brock  Reagor  probably  was  named  for  this  James  Brock.  Other 
reference  to  him  is  found  in  the  Margaret  Shook  section  of  Chapter  VI. 

James  B.  Reagor’s  name  is  on  record  in  numerous  real  estate  transac¬ 
tions,  estate  settlements,  and  the  guardianship  of  orphaned  relatives.  None 
of  these,  however,  indicate  much  about  his  life  other  than  that  he  was  a 
farmer  who  apparently  took  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his  community. 
As  a  young  boy  he  had  come  to  the  Flat  Creek  Community  with  his  parents 
and  settled  among  the  earliest  of  pioneers  in  that  community.  He  reared  a 
family  and  approached  middle  age  during  those  years  preceding  the  Civil 
War  when  Tennessee  occupied  its  most  important  place  in  the  nation.  When 
the  war  came,  he  was  too  old  for  military  service;  but  all  of  his  four  sons 
served  in  the  Confederate  Army.  His  son  George  Allen  and  two  sons-in- 
law,  John  Pinkney  Dean  and  Franklin  Gardner,  lost  their  lives  in  defense 
of  the  South.  His  other  three  sons,  William  Jefferson,  John  Wesley,  and 
Joseph  Anthony,  fought  on  until  the  latter  part  of  1864,  when  the  cause  of 
the  Confederacy  had  become  hopeless.  Singly,  though  almost  simultane¬ 
ously,  the  three  Reagor  boys  came  home  to  be  with  their  families  during 
the  last  few  months  of  the  war. 

James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor  had  four  daughters.  All, 
except  Cynthia  Ann  who  died  in  infancy,  lived  to  maturity,  married,  and 
reared  families  which  will  be  sketched  in  the  next  section  of  this  chapter. 
Living  near  James  Brock  Reagor  was  Demarquis  Dews  Hix,  who  also 
reared  a  large  family.  In  April,  1927,  the  Shelbyville  Gazette  contained  an 
article  with  the  title,  “Hix-Reagor  Marriages  1848-1926.”  It  was  written 
by  Joshua  Wright  Frost  and  included  this  statement  about  the  neighboring 
Hix  and  Reagor  families:  “The  two  families  were  among  the  most  promi¬ 
nent  citizens  of  the  county.  James  Brock  Reagor  lived  on  a  farm  adjoining 
that  of  Demarcus  Dews  Hix.  The  two  neighbors  were  about  the  same  age, 
were  officers  in  the  same  church,  owned  farming  machinery  jointly, 
swopped  work,  and  kept  no  accounts  against  each  other.  Their  business  was 
largely  in  common.  The  congeniality  between  the  two  neighbors  and  the 
mutual  admiration  and  affection  for  each  other  has  been  largely  transmit¬ 
ted  to  their  descendants  as  shown  by  their  marriage  records.”  Sixteen  such 
marriages  were  reported  in  the  article,  one  of  them  being  Joshua  Wright 
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Frost’s  own  marriage  to  Mary  Ellen  Reagor.  They  were  grandchildren  of 
Demarquis  Dews  Hix  and  James  Brock  Reagor,  respectively,  and  the  pa¬ 
ternal  grandparents  of  the  writer.  Since  1927  there  have  been  a  number  of 
other  marriages  between  the  descendants  of  Demarquis  Dews  Hix  and 
James  Brock  Reagor. 

The  only  marriage  between  the  children  of  these  two  pioneers  was  of 
short  duration  but  of  genealogical  significance.  William  Jefferson  Reagor 
married  Frances  Hix,  who  died  October  16,  1860,  leaving  a  son,  James 
Demarquis  Reagor,  known  by  his  contemporaries  as  Jim  D.  Reagor.  On 
January  3,  1866,  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War  in  which  he  had  served, 
William  Jefferson  Reagor  married  the  widow  Ann  Eliza  Shofner  Holman, 
who  had  a  son,  James  Holman,  by  her  first  marriage.  To  this  second  mar¬ 
riage  for  each  of  them  there  was  born  Lou  Ingle  (Lula)  Reagor,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Hiram  H.  Burrow.  After  William  Jefferson  Reagor’s  death  on  Octo¬ 
ber  25,  1874,  his  widow  entered  her  third  marriage — this  time  to  Hullen 
Waggoner,  a  widower  with  two  children,  Tom  and  Ella  Waggoner.  For 
those  with  both  Hix  and  Reagor  ancestry,  the  double-kin,  half-kin,  and 
step-relationships  involved  in  such  marriages  are  quite  confusing.  Although 
this  is  not  a  typical  case,  there  have  been  numerous  cases  of  double,  triple, 
and  even  quadruple  relationships  among  the  descendants  of  the  early  Flat 
Creek  families.  While  there  have  been  many  instances  of  marriage  between 
persons  of  common  ancestry,  the  marriage  of  first  cousins  appears  to  have 
been  rare. 

When  James  Brock  Reagor  died,  on  May  12,  1863,  his  oldest  son, 
George  Allen  Reagor,  had  been  dead  for  more  than  a  year,  and  the  Union 
Army  was  soon  to  stand  between  his  home  and  his  other  three  sons  in  the 
Confederate  Army.  He  left  no  will,  and  his  widow  for  some  reason  refused 
to  act  as  his  administrator  or  to  appoint  someone  in  her  stead.  Accordingly, 
the  Bedford  County  Court  in  March,  1864,  appointed  Joshua  M.  Hix  to 
serve  in  this  capacity  with  John  C.  Hix  and  Thomas  Word  as  his  securi¬ 
ties  ( Bedford  County  Court  Minutes  1863-1866,  p.  96).  Incidentally, 
Joshua  M.  Hix  was  appointed  on  the  same  day  to  administer  the  estate  of 
James  B.  Reagor’s  deceased  son,  George  Allen  Reagor. 

James  Brock  Reagor’s  widow,  affectionately  known  in  the  Flat  Creek 
Community  during  her  later  years  as  “Aunt  Betsy,”  survived  him  more 
than  thirty-one  years,  until  December  21,  1894.  She  first  made  her  will  on 
August  5,  1874.  It  was  witnessed  by  the  Reverend  John  E.  Frost  and  W.  A. 
Woodard  and  directed  that  her  land  go  to  her  daughter  Caroline  Dean  for 
life  and  then  to  Caroline’s  children,  James  Dean,  Frances  Mullins,  and 
Rosanah  Dean.  Such  apparent  partiality  to  Caroline  and  her  children  by 
her  second  marriage  probably  had  some  unexplained  justification.  By 
May  24,  1893,  however,  a  change  of  conditions  apparently  warranted  a 
codicil  in  which  her  two  grandsons,  James  Dean  and  I.  S.  Reagor,  as  execu¬ 
tors  of  the  will,  were  directed  to  sell  all  property  of  all  kinds  and  to  divide 
the  proceeds  equally  among  her  seven  children  or  their  children.  John  E. 
Frost  and  F.  W.  Waggoner  witnessed  the  codicile. 

Betsy  Reagor,  typical  of  the  Covey  family,  was  remembered  as  a  large 
woman.  It  is  said  that  up  to  the  time  of  her  death  she  continued  some  of  the 
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practices  she  learned  as  a  girl  under  pioneering  conditions,  cooking  on  an 
open  fire  in  a  kitchen  detached  from  the  main  part  of  her  home  and  driving 
a  yoke  of  oxen  to  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  at  Flat  Creek  on  Fourth 
Sundays  to  preaching  services.  Her  pastor,  during  a  part  of  that  time  at 
least,  was  the  Reverend  John  E.  Frost  who  witnessed  her  will  in  1874  and 
the  codicil  in  1893. 

The  Children  of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor 

The  dates  and  other  data  in  this  section  have  not  been  verified  to  the 
extent  as  for  the  direct  ancestors  of  the  writer.  Much  of  the  information 
contained  in  this  section  was  compiled  by  Miss  Lula  Cass  McGill  in  1903 
or  1904  and  was  made  available  to  the  writer  by  her  niece,  Miss  Sarah 
Thomas.  Unfortunately,  the  day  of  the  month  was  usually  omitted  from  the 
dates  in  Cousin  Lula  McGill’s  records.  Wherever  the  complete  date  is  used 
in  this  section,  it  has  been  obtained  usually  from  some  other  source,  such  as, 
tombstone  inscriptions,  other  family  records,  courthouse  records,  or  from 
relatives  whose  personal  knowledge  seemed  reasonably  authentic.  James 
Brock  Reagor’s  family  Bible  has  provided  the  birth  dates  of  his  eight  chil¬ 
dren — Cynthia  Ann,  Nancy  Caroline,  George  Allen,  William  Jefferson, 
John  Wesley,  Mary  Catherine,  Joseph  Anthony,  and  Rosanah  Margaret 
Reagor.  A  brief  sketch  on  each  of  these  follows. 

1.  Cynthia  Ann  Reagor  was  the  first  of  the  eight  children  of  James 
Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor.  She  was  born  during  the  second  year 
of  their  marriage,  on  October  22,  1 826,  and  died  in  December  of  that  same 
year. 

2.  Nancy  Caroline  Reagor,  second  child  of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth 
Covey  Reagor,  was  born  June  2,  1828,  and  died  November  30,  1899.  Her 
tombstone  in  the  Shook  Graveyard  bears  these  dates  under  the  name  Nancy 
Caroline  Dean.  In  April,  1847,  she  married  Joshua  R.  Hix,  son  of  William 
Hix  and  his  second  wife,  Sarah  Collins  Hix.  Joshua  R.  Hix’s  birth  date  is 
not  known,  but  it  is  estimated  from  the  1850  Census  Report  to  have  been 
in  1820.  Joshua  R.  and  Nancy  Caroline  Reagor  Hix  lived  near  the  home  of 
Joshua’s  widowed  mother.  This  home  site  later  became  known  as  the  “Frost 
Place”  and  was  owned  in  1960  by  James  Jones.  Joshua  R.  Hix  died  in 
March,  1852,  and  presumably  was  buried  in  the  same  private  cemetery  as 
his  father  and  mother,  near  the  old  home  place.  None  of  the  grave  stones 
have  legible  inscriptions.  Nancy  Caroline  Reagor  Hix’s  two  children  by  her 
first  marriage  were  Christopher  Columbus  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hix,  whose 
brief  sketches  follow. 

Christopher  Columbus  Hix,  son  of  Joshua  R.  and  Nancy  Caroline 
Reagor  Hix,  was  born  in  October,  1848,  and  died  in  Prairie  Grove,  Arkan¬ 
sas,  in  January,  1902.  In  May,  1871,  he  married  Lucinda  C.  Stanfield,  a 
granddaughter  of  Demarquis  Dews  Hix.  Born  to  them  were  nine  children — 
Neomia  D.,  Nancy  Ellen,  William  Robert,  Thomas  J.,  Rosanah  L.,  Frances 
Theo,  Ewing,  Christopher  C.,  Jr.,  and  James  Franklin  Hix.  Neomia  D.  Hix 
married  Robert  Lacy  Bearden,  son  of  Richard  Calvin  and  Emily  Catherine 
Reagor  Bearden.  Rosanah  L.  Hix  married  Samuel  E.  Evins,  son  of  Wesley 
and  Mary  Elizabeth  Bearden  Evins. 
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Sarah  Elizabeth  Hix,  daughter  of  Joshua  R.  and  Nancy  Caroline 
Reagor  Hix,  appears  to  have  been  named  for  her  two  grandmothers,  Sarah 
Collins  Hix  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor.  She  was  born  in  August,  1852, 
five  months  after  her  father’s  death.  She  died  September  10,  1917.  On 
May  2,  1870,  she  married  Robert  Peyton  McGill,  who  died  August  18, 
1922.  Born  to  this  union  were  five  children — Zadie  Ree,  William  Joshua, 
Lula  Cass,  John,  and  Allie  McGill.  It  was  this  Lula  Cass  McGill  who  com¬ 
piled  many  of  the  records  used  in  this  section.  Zadie  Ree  McGill  married 
Robert  Thomas  on  October  12,  1905.  They  were  the  parents  of  Sarah 
Thomas,  who  made  the  records  available  to  the  writer. 

In  March,  1854,  two  years  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband,  Nancy 
Caroline  Reagor  Hix  married  John  Pinkney  Dean,  whose  birth  date  is  not 
known  but  whose  death  occurred  on  June  29,  1863.  He  was  killed  in  action 
while  serving  in  Captain  Jackson’s  Calvary,  General  Forrest’s  escort.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  September  Term  of  the  Bedford  County  Court  ( Minutes  for  1852- 
1855,  p.  314)  George  A.  Reagor,  who  had  been  guardian  for  his  sister’s 
orphaned  children,  resigned  from  this  responsibility  which  was  accepted  by 
their  new  step-father.  There  were  three  children  born  to  the  marriage  of 
John  Pinkney  Dean  and  Nancy  Caroline  Reagor  Hix — James  Henry,  Lucy 
Frances,  and  Mary  Rosanah  Dean. 

James  Henry  Dean,  son  of  John  Pinkney  and  Nancy  Caroline  Reagor 
(Hix)  Dean,  was  born  in  December,  1854.  In  August,  1878,  he  married 
Sallie  Florence  McGill.  They  lived  in  Prairie  Grove,  Arkansas,  and  had 
three  children — Tennie  Lanore,  Annie  Caroline,  and  Johnie  Priscilla  Dean. 

Lucy  Frances  Dean,  daughter  of  John  Pinkney  and  Nancy  Caroline 
Reagor  (Hix)  Dean,  was  born  in  February,  1856.  In  January,  1873,  she 
married  Isaac  Mullins.  They  lived  in  or  near  the  Flat  Creek  Community. 
To  them  were  born  Henry  David,  Pinkney  Richard,  Ethel,  Sallie,  Nannie, 
Joseph  Robert,  William  Peyton,  Flora,  James  Oscar,  and  Carl  Mullins. 

Mary  Rosanah  Dean,  daughter  of  John  Pinkney  and  Nancy  Caroline 
Reagor  (Hix)  Dean,  was  born  in  October,  1862,  and  died  in  August,  1881. 
She  married  Thomas  H.  Dance  in  1878.  Twins  born  to  them  died  in  in¬ 
fancy. 

3.  George  Allen  Reagor,  third  child  and  first  son  of  James  Brock  and 
Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor,  was  born  May  20,  1830,  and  died  March  18, 
1862.  In  September,  1853,  he  married  Elizabeth  Parker,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker.  Their  two  children  who  grew  to  matu¬ 
rity  were  Mary  Ellen  Reagor,  who  married  Joshua  Wright  Frost;  and  I.  S. 
(Zadie)  Reagor,  who  married  Sallie  P.  Roberts.  As  George  Allen  Reagor 
was  the  writer’s  great-grandfather,  he  is  the  subject  of  the  next  section  of 
this  chapter. 

4.  William  Jefferson  Reagor,  fourth  child  of  James  Brock  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Covey  Reagor,  was  born  March  9,  1832,  died  October  25,  1874,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard.  He  was  married  first  to  Frances  Hix, 
daughter  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix.  She  was  born 
December  11,  1838,  died  October  16,  1860,  and  was  buried  in  the  Hix 
Cemetery,  near  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee.  To  this  union  was  born  one  son, 
James  Demarquis  Reagor,  named  for  his  two  grandfathers  who  were  fast 
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friends  and  close  neighbors.  William  Jefferson  Reagor  remained  a  widower 
until  after  his  return  from  service  in  the  Confederate  Army.  The  preceding 
section  of  this  chapter  contained  an  account  of  his  second  marriage  on 
January  3,  1866,  to  the  widow  Ann  Eliza  Shofner  Holman.  A  sketch  on 
William  Jefferson  Reagor’s  children  by  each  of  these  marriages  follows. 

James  Demarquis  Reagor,  son  of  William  Jefferson  and  Frances  Hix 
Reagor,  was  known  by  his  contemporaries  as  Jim  D.  Reagor.  He  was  born 
in  June,  1859.  He  was  sixteen  months  old  when  his  mother  died  and  fifteen 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died.  In  1962  it  appeared  that  within  another 
generation  the  only  descendants  of  James  Brock  Reagor  to  bear  the  name 
of  Reagor  will  be  the  descendants  of  this  orphaned  boy.  On  August  14, 
1879,  Jim  D.  Reagor  married  Laura  Bobo.  Two  children,  William  Allott 
and  Ada  Franklin  Reagor,  were  born  .to  this  union.  William  Allott  Reagor 
married  Jessie  Womack  and  moved  to  Florida,  where  they  had  six  sons — 
Jim,  William,  Edd,  Aiken,  Jack,  and  Eustace  Reagor.  Ada  Franklin  Reagor 
married  Floyd  Bearden,  son  of  William  Eli  and  Victoria  Bearden.  They 
had  five  children — Floy,  Inez,  William  Wilson,  Raus  Wynn,  and  James 
Alton  Bearden.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Jim  D.  Reagor  married 
Margaret  (Maggie)  Bryant  on  December  24,  1899.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Louisa  Bearden  Bryant.  To  this  second  marriage  for  Jim  D. 
Reagor  were  born  Frances  Louise,  Bryant,  Evelyn,  and  Winifred  Reagor. 
About  1915  this  Reagor  family  moved  to  Colorado. 

Lou  {Lula)  Ingle  Reagor,  daughter  of  William  Jefferson  and  Ann 
Eliza  Shofner  (Holman)  Reagor,  was  born  in  June,  1869.  In  February, 
1895,  she  married  Hiram  H.  Burrow.  No  children  were  born  to  this  union. 

5.  John  Wesley  Reagor,  fifth  child  of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth 
Covey  Reagor,  was  born  February  14,  1834,  and  died  May  22,  1887.  In 
December,  1857,  he  married  Sidney  Jane  Pearson,  daughter  of  Kindred  J. 
and  Sidney  Jane  Watson  Pearson.  She  was  born  in  1839  and  died  in  1920. 
In  the  Flat  Creek  Community  she  was  known  by  many  relatives  as  “Aunt 
Tid.”  This  couple  is  buried  in  the  New  Hermon  Cemetery,  where  inscrip¬ 
tions  on  their  tombstones  verify  their  dates  of  birth  and  death.  The  six 
children  born  to  this  union  were  Loucretia  (Lou)  C.,  Marietta,  John  Cal¬ 
vin,  James  Kindred,  George  Bibb,  and  Clara  Reagor.  A  brief  sketch  on 
each  follows. 

Loucretia  {Lou)  C.  Reagor  was  born  December  21,  1858,  and  died 
January  29,  1884.  On  August  29,  1878,  she  married  E.  E.  Dean,  who  was 
born  in  1855  and  died  in  1913.  Their  children  were  Everette,  Birdie  L., 
and  Lou  Etta. 

Marietta  Reagor  was  born  in  February,  1861,  and  died  in  May,  1880, 
apparently  without  marrying. 

John  Calvin  Reagor,  third  child  of  John  Wesley  and  Sidney  Jane 
Pearson  Reagor,  was  born  in  March,  1864,  and  died  June  16,  1946.  On 
November  19,  1890,  he  married  Nora  Whitworth.  Their  home  was  in  Mur¬ 
freesboro,  Tennessee.  Their  children  were  Clyde,  Bessie  Lee,  and  Ruth 
Reagor.  Clyde  Reagor  died  without  leaving  a  son  to  carry  the  name  of 
Reagor. 

James  Kindred  Reagor,  fourth  child  of  John  Wesley  and  Sidney  Jane 
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Pearson  Reagor,  was  born  December  1 1,  1865,  and  died  July  1  8,  1959.  On 
August  17,  1902,  he  married  Laura  Morris,  who  was  born  in  October, 
1881,  and  died  December  5,  1915.  They  are  buried  in  the  New  Hermon 
Cemetery.  For  many  years  Kin  Reagor,  as  he  was  called,  was  Justice  of  the 
Peace  in  the  Twenty-Second  district  of  Bedford  County  and  performed 
marriage  ceremonies  for  many  of  the  couples  of  his  day.  The  children  of 
James  Kindred  and  Laura  Morris  Reagor  are  John,  who  married  Verna 
McComas,  a  western  girl,  and  was  living  in  Yampa,  Colorado,  in  1961; 
Kathleen,  who  married  James  Horace  Stone  and  who  assisted  in  the  com¬ 
pilation  of  Reagor  records;  and  Horace  (Dude),  who  married  the  widow 
Beulah  Mullins  Epps  and  who  died  February  6,  1961.  In  1962  it  seemed 
unlikely  that  the  name  of  Reagor  would  be  handed  down  by  either  of 
Kindred  Reagor’s  sons. 

George  Bibb  Reagor,  fifth  child  of  John  Wesley  and  Sidney  Jane  Pear¬ 
son  Reagor,  was  born  October  8,  1869,  and  died  June  8,  1921.  On  May  2, 
1896,  he  married  Lou  Noblitt,  who  was  born  March  12,  1871,  and  died 
December  4,  1958.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery  in  Shelby- 
ville.  Their  children  were  Ela,  who  married  Demarquis  (Mark)  Brock 
Hix;  Nellie,  who  married  Lawson  Renegar;  Leb,  who  married  Alleen  Poe; 
and  Frank,  who  was  a  casualty  of  World  War  II.  Neither  Leb  nor  Frank 
Reagor  left  a  son  to  bear  the  Reagor  name. 

Clara  Reagor,  sixth  child  of  John  Wesley  and  Sidney  Jane  Pearson 
Reagor,  was  born  November  10,  1872,  and  died  November  14,  1901.  On 
October  30,  1895,  she  became  the  first  wife  of  Lem  Motlow,  who  was  born 
November  28,  1869,  and  died  August  31,  1947.  They  had  a  daughter  who 
died  in  infancy  and  a  son,  Reagor  Motlow,  who  was  born  February  15, 
1898,  and  married  Jeannie  Garth  of  Union  City,  Tennessee.  Lem  Motlow’s 
second  wife  was  Ophelia  Evans. 

6.  Mary  Catherine  Reagor,  sixth  child  of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth 
Covey  Reagor,  was  born  January  25,  1836,  and  died  May  5,  1901.  She  was 
married  first  to  Franklin  Gardner  in  February,  1854.  He  was  a  casualty  of 
the  Civil  War,  his  death  occurring  in  October,  1861.  Born  to  this  union 
were  Laura  Jane,  Frances  Hannah,  and  Jefferson  Davis  Gardner,  whose 
brief  sketches  follow. 

Laura  Jane  Gardner,  first  child  of  Franklin  and  Mary  Catherine 
Reagor  Gardner,  was  born  November,  1855,  and  died  in  1940.  She  too 
might  be  considered  a  victim  of  the  Civil  War  which  took  such  a  heavy  toll 
among  the  young  men  of  her  generation  and  denied  so  many  girls  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  marriage.  Her  son  Boyce  Hart  married,  but  he  died  without 
children. 

Frances  Hannah  Gardner,  second  child  of  Franklin  and  Mary  Cath¬ 
erine  Reagor  Gardner,  was  born  in  January,  1860,  and  died  in  April,  1901 . 
In  November,  1876,  she  married  William  Hart,  who  was  born  in  1851  and 
died  in  1936.  They  are  buried  in  the  New  Hermon  Cemetery.  To  them 
were  born  ten  children — Charles  F.,  Bayard  T.,  Etta  R.  Kate,  Dora,  Kirby, 
Elma,  Lois,  William  Clinton,  Audrey,  and  Joe  L.  Hart. 

Jefferson  Davis  Gardner,  third  child  of  Franklin  and  Mary  Catherine 
Reagor  Gardner,  was  born  August  11,  1861,  and  died  January  27,  1930, 
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On  September  4,  1884,  he  married  Cora  Bearden,  daughter  of  Richard 
Calvin  and  Emily  Catherine  Reagor  Bearden.  She  was  born  January  5, 
1862,  and  died  May  23,  1945.  In  1880,  four  years  before  his  marriage, 
“Jeff”  Gardner  was  living  with  his  widowed  grandmother,  Elizabeth  Covey 
Reagor,  according  to  the  Census  Report  for  that  year.  Born  to  Jeff  and 
Cora  Bearden  Gardner  were  six  children:  Frank  Gardner,  who  married 
Floy  Mullins;  Clyde  Gardner,  who  married  Lucy  Templeton;  Arlene 
Gardner,  who  married  Horace  Williams;  Allie  B.  Gardner,  who  married 
Cassie  Renegar  and  who  assisted  in  the  assembling  of  Gardner  records; 
Florice,  who  married  Tom  Martin;  and  Kelley  Reagor  Gardner,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Wanona  Philpot. 

On  July  24,  1868,  Mary  Catherine  Reagor  Gardner,  widowed  by  the 
death  of  Franklin  Gardner  in  the  Civil  War,  married  James  W.  Hart,  who 
was  born  March  17,  1843,  and  died  November  3,  1933.  They  are  buried 
in  the  New  Hermon  Cemetery.  Born  to  them  were  six  children:  Edwin 
Ewin,  Martha  Elizabeth,  Allie  P.,  Cora  A.,  James  D.,  and  George  C.  Hart, 
whose  brief  sketches  follow. 

Edwin  Ewin  Hart ,  first  child  of  James  W.  and  Mary  Catherine  Reagor 
(Gardner)  Hart,  was  born  July  28,  1869,  and  died  July  22,  1937.  In  Janu¬ 
ary,  1896,  he  married  Hester  Floyd,  who  was  born  August  6,  1872,  and 
was  living  in  1960.  They  had  two  children — Ray,  who  married  Essie  Lee 
Ward;  and  Earl,  who  died  from  an  accident  at  the  age  of  fourteen. 

Martha  Elizabeth  Hart,  second  child  of  James  W.  and  Mary  Cather¬ 
ine  Reagor  (Gardner)  Hart,  was  born  July  6,  1872,  and  was  living  in  1960. 
On  December  31,  1893,  she  married  Andrew  Jackson  Monette,  who  was 
born  June  5,  1865,  and  died  October  8,  1948.  Born  to  them  were  five  chil¬ 
dren — Floy  Monette,  who  married  W.  Clinton  Hart;  Harry  Monette,  who 
died  in  infancy;  Kate  Ree  Monette,  who  married  E.  Clifton  McGehee; 
Mell  Sadler  Monette,  who  married  Thelma  Wagnon;  and  Rose  Marie 
Monette,  who  married  Glen  T.  Brown  and  who  assisted  in  the  collection  of 
records  on  her  relatives. 

Allie  P.  Hart,  third  child  of  James  W.  and  Mary  Catherine  Reagor 
Hart,  was  born  in  December,  1873,  and  died  in  January,  1893,  without 
marrying. 

Cora  Agnes  Hart,  fourth  child  of  .  James  W.  and  Mary  Catherine 
Reagor  (Gardner)  Hart,  was  born  February  23,  1875,  and  was  living  in 
1960.  On  October  18,  1897,  she  married  John  Barclay  Noblitt,  who  was 
born  July  23,  1873,  and  was  living  in  1960.  Born  to  them  were  Delores 
Noblitt,  who  died  from  burns  at  the  age  of  seventeen  without  having  mar¬ 
ried;  Robbie  Rachael  Noblitt,  who  married  Hillard  Parsons;  Mary  Reagor 
Noblitt,  who  married  Jack  Bell;  Henry  Lipscomb  Noblitt,  who  married 
Annie  Ruth  Gammill;  and  Fannie  Day  Noblitt,  who  married  Allen  Walker. 

James  Derr  ell  Hart,  fifth  child  of  James  W.  and  Mary  Catherine 
Reagor  (Gardner)  Hart,  was  born  December  30,  1876,  and  was  living  in 
Oklahoma  in  1960.  On  December  25,  1902,  he  married  Lena  London, 
who  was  born  March  20,  1883,  and  died  July  26,  1950.  They  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  Mary  Braly  Hart,  who  had  not  married  in  1960;  Evelyn 
Hart,  who  married  J.  Otto  Burrow;  Ruth  Hart,  who  married  W.  Lyle  Cox- 
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sey;  Virginia  Ellen  Hart,  who  had  not  married  in  1960;  Melba  Hart,  who 
married  Newsom  R.  Baram;  James  Derrell  Hart,  Jr.,  who  married  Allene 
Casey;  George  Edward  Hart,  who  married  Louberta  Alvery;  Allwyn  Gas¬ 
ton  Hart,  who  married  a  girl  named  Blanche;  Harold  Reynolds  Hart,  who 
married  Jo  Woody;  and  Naoma  Hart,  who  married  Joe  O.  Filson. 

George  C.  Hart,  sixth  child  of  James  W.  and  Mary  Catherine  Reagor 
(Gardner)  Hart,  was  born  August  4,  1879,  and  died  February  11,  1934. 
He  was  a  dentist  at  Petersburg,  Tennessee,  where  he  is  buried.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1904,  he  married  Cora  Shofner,  daughter  of  James  Burnet  and 
Cordelia  (Deha)  Kimbro  Shofner.  She  was  born  July  6,  1880,  and  was 
living  in  Petersburg  in  1960.  Their  children  were  Alwyn  Hart,  who  married 
Rachel  Johnson;  Wilma  Hart,  who  married  Fred  Montgomery;  and  George 
Alfred  Hart,  who  had  not  married  by  1960,  so  far  as  the  writer  could  deter¬ 
mine. 

7.  Joseph  Anthony  Reagor,  seventh  child  of  James  Brock  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Covey  Reagor,  was  born  May  10,  1838,  and  died  August  12,  1907.  In 
October,  1859,  he  married  Sallie  Jane  Gardner,  sister  of  the  Franklin  Gard¬ 
ner  who  married  Joseph  Anthony  Reagor’s  sister  Mary  Catherine.  Sallie 
Jane  Gardner  Reagor  was  born  November  22,  1839,  and  died  June  7, 
1903.  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie  Jane  Gardner  Reagor  are  buried  in  Wil¬ 
low  Mount  Cemetery,  in  Shelbyville,  Tennessee.  Born  to  them  were  eight 
children,  Olliver  C.,  Tennessee,  William  Franklin,  Fannie  Brents,  Johnnie 
Beulah,  Myrtle  Rosanah,  Argie  Jane,  and  Charlie  Floyd  Reagor,  whose 
brief  sketches  follow. 

Olliver  Cowan  Reagor,  first  child  of  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie  Jane 
Gardner  Reagor,  was  born  August  9,  1860,  and  died  July  19,  1946.  On 
October  22,  1888,  he  married  Virgie  Williams,  who  was  born  in  1871  and 
died  in  1955.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery.  Although  they 
had  no  children  of  their  own,  they  served  faithfully  for  many  years  in  the 
Methodist  Sunday  School — she  as  teacher  of  the  little  children  and  he  both 
as  adult  teacher  and  as  superintendent.  In  the  Flat  Creek  Community  they 
were  generally  known  as  “Cousin  Virgie  and  Cousin  Ollie.” 

Tennessee  Reagor,  second  child  of  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie  Jane 
Gardner  Reagor,  was  born  in  July,  1862,  and  died  in  August,  1863.  She 
was  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard. 

William  Franklin  Reagor,  third  child  of  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie 
Jane  Gardner  Reagor,  was  born  October  29,  1865,  and  died  in  April,  1938. 
On  August  23,  1893,  he  married  Emma  Elder,  who  was  born  December  5, 
1873,  and  died  in  May,  1938.  They  are  buried  in  Seattle,  Washington, 
where  he  had  been  a  minister.  Born  to  this  union  were  William  Paul,  who 
married  Madge  Beeman;  Ruth  Reagor,  who  married  John  Maddox;  and 
Allie  Elder  Reagor,  who  died  in  infancy.  Of  the  three  children  only  Ruth 
Reagor  Maddox  was  living  in  1960.  It  was  through  her  courtesy  that  the 
writer  was  able  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  records  in  the  old  Reagor  Bible 
which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  widow  of  her  brother  William  Paul 
Reagor,  formerly  a  minister  in  Oakland,  California.  Olivene  Frost  Os- 
mundson,  the  writer’s  sister,  living  in  nearby  Walnut  Creek,  California,  in 
1959,  was  given  the  opportunity  of  seeing  the  old  Bible  and  making  a  copy 
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of  the  records,  which  she  presented  to  the  writer  with  notarized  certifica¬ 
tion.  According  to  Ruth  Reagor  Maddox,  the  Bible  had  been  given  to  her 
grandfather,  Joseph  Anthony  Reagor,  son  of  James  Brock  Reagor. 

Fannie  Brents  Reagor,  fourth  child  of  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie  Jane 
Gardner  Reagor,  was  born  January  24,  1868,  and  died  March  16,  1923.  In 
October  or  November,  1889,  she  married  Henry  Kimbro,  who  was  born 
January  6,  1868,  and  died  December  8,  1933.  They  are  buried  in  Chatta¬ 
nooga.  To  them  were  born  two  children — Willie  Vera  Kimbro,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Earl  Miller;  and  Beryl  Nolen  Kimbro,  who  died  at  age  sixteen. 

Johnnie  Beulah  Reagor,  fifth  child  of  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie  Jane 
Gardner  Reagor,  was  born  August  14,  1871,  and  died  July  31,  1960.  On 
July  28,  1892,  she  married  J.  Edna  Reaves,  who  was  born  in  1871  and 
died  December  8,  1937.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery.  They 
had  two  children — Myrtle  Annice  Reaves,  who  married  Mike  Cannon;  and 
Rebecca  Olivene  Reaves,  who  married  Charles  Rice. 

Myrtle  Rosanah  Reagor,  sixth  child  of  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie 
Jane  Gardner  Reagor,  was  born  July  17,  1875,  and  died  in  October,  1954. 
On  July  17,  1900,  she  married  Sam  R.  Jones,  who  was  born  in  1877,  and 
died  August  27,  1927.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery.  They 
had  one  son,  Sidney  Reagor  Jones,  who  died  in  infancy. 

Argie  Jane  Reagor,  seventh  child  of  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie  Jane 
Gardner  Reagor,  was  born  April  16,  1878,  and  died  August  14,  1947.  On 
December  24,  1897,  she  married  Henry  Jones,  who  was  born  in  1875  and 
died  in  1942.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery.  They  had  one 
child,  Mildred  Reagor  Jones,  who  died  at  the  age  of  four. 

Charlie  Floyd  Reagor,  eighth  child  of  Joseph  Anthony  and  Sallie  Jane 
Gardner  Reagor,  was  born  March  30,  1880,  and  died  May  29,  1934.  He 
was  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery.  On  December  17,  1903,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Rhoda  Reaves,  a  first  cousin  of  J.  Edna  Reaves,  who  married  Charlie 
Floyd  Reagor’s  sister  Johnnie  Beulah  Reagor.  She  was  born  October  3, 
1882,  and  was  living  in  1960.  Born  to  them  were  three  daughters,  two  of 
whom  were  given  boys’  names.  Joe  Reagor  married  Ewald  Gunter.  Charles 
Reagor  married  Thomas  Hix,  son  of  Thomas  William  and  Sue  Shapard 
Hix  and  grandson  of  Joshua  Wilson  and  Bettie  Holt  Hix.  Jean  Reagor,  who 
assisted  in  the  collection  of  these  family  records,  married  David  Reagor 
Enochs,  son  of  William  C.  and  Leila  Reagor  Enochs  and  great-great- 
grandson  of  James  Brock  Reagor. 

8.  Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor,  eighth  and  last  child  of  James  Brock 
and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor,  was  named  for  her  two  Dutch  grandmothers, 
whose  maiden  names  were  Rosanah  Barringer  and  Margaret  Shook.  She 
was  born  February  8,  1845,  and  died  April  14,  1924,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
nine.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  she  married  John  Benjamin  Parker,  son  of 
Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker.  Family  records  give  the  date  of  this 
marriage  as  January  26,  1864;  courthouse  records  as  one  day  later.  They 
made  their  home  about  300  yards  from  the  birthplace  of  the  bride,  in  or 
near  the  home  occupied  in  1962  by  their  daughter-in-law,  Grace  Bobo 
Parker,  widow  of  John  Benjamin  Parker,  Jr.  John  Benjamin  Parker,  Sr., 
was  born  July  1,  1837,  and  died  August  5,  1873,  the  day  his  name-sake  son 
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was  born.  He  was  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard,  where  his  wife’s  parents 
are  buried;  but  she,  who  died  more  than  half  a  century  later,  was  buried  in 
Rosebank  Cemetery.  In  the  Flat  Creek  Community  she  was  known  by 
many  relatives  as  “Aunt  Nan  Parker.”  John  Benjamin  and  Rosanah  Mar¬ 
garet  Reagor  Parker’s  children  were  Theodocia  (Doshia)  Tatum  Parker, 
who  married  Albert  A.  Ray;  George  Franklin  Parker,  who  married  Sarah 
Annie  Thomas;  Sarah  Virginia  Parker,  who  married  Finis  P.  Hix;  Fannie 
Lois  Parker,  who  married  Joseph  Joshua  (Bud)  Hix;  and  John  Benjamin 
Parker,  Jr.,  who  married  Grace  Bobo.  Sketches  on  each  of  these  families 
are  found  in  Chapter  VIII  in  the  section,  Children  of  Joseph  and  Faner 
Howard  Parker,  under  the  sketch  of  John  Benjamin  Parker. 

George  Allen  Reagor  ( 1830-1862 ) 

George  Allen  Reagor,  son  of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey 
Reagor,  was  born  May  20,  1830,  and  died  March  18,  1862,  from  illness 
contracted  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy.  At  the  time  of  his  birth  his 
parents  appear  to  have  been  living  in  the  home  of  his  paternal  grandmother, 
Margaret  Shook  Reagor,  widow  of  Anthony  Reagor.  George  Allen  Reagor 
was  nine  years  of  age  when  his  father  purchased  from  Hillery  Stokes  the 
land  on  which  they  lived  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives  ( Bedford  County 
Deed  Book  HH,  p.  353 ) .  The  log  house,  with  its  outside  kitchen,  stood  near 
the  site  of  Robert  S.  Hudson’s  1962  home.  This  third  child  and  first  son  of 
James  Brock  Reagor  was  given  the  name  of  his  father’s  half-brother, 
George  Allen  Brock. 

It  was  probably  at  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  in  Flat  Creek  that 
George  Allen  Reagor  first  became  acquainted  with  his  future  wife,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Parker,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker,  for  the  parents 
of  both  of  these  young  people  were  staunch  members  of  that  church.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Parker,  known  in  her  later  years  by  numerous  descendants  as  Granny 
Harris,  was  born  March  18,  1834,  and  died  April  10,  1913.  Birth  and 
death  dates  for  both  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor  are  re¬ 
corded  on  their  respective  monuments;  but  no  record  has  been  found  to 
document  the  date  of  their  marriage.  Their  family  Bible  was  destroyed  by 
the  fire  which  took  the  home  of  their  granddaughter,  Eula  May  Frost  Hix, 
in  1948.  Public  record  of  their  marriage  was  destroyed  by  the  Bedford 
County  Courthouse  Fire  of  1863.  Unverified  reports,  however,  place  this 
marriage  in  September,  1853,  when  the  groom  was  twenty-three  and  the 
bride  nineteen.  It  is  supposed  that  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Parker 
Reagor  began  their  housekeeping  where  they  lived  until  he  volunteered  for 
service  in  the  Confederacy.  This  home  on  Goose  Creek  is  thought  to  have 
been  a  gift  from  Elizabeth’s  father,  Joseph  Parker,  but  no  record  of  such  a 
transfer  has  been  found.  The  original  home  was  burned  some  time  after 
the  Civil  War.  The  house  which  replaced  it  was  owned  by  their  grand¬ 
daughter,  Stella  Mai  Reagor,  daughter  of  Isaiah  (Zadie)  S.  Reagor,  when 
it  burned  on  January  28,  1962. 

If  George  A.  Reagor  had  lived  a  normal  life  span,  particularly  if  he 
had  lived  as  long  as  his  wife,  there  would  have  been  living  in  1962  people 
who  could  have  related  incidents  in  his  life;  but  he  died  too  long  ago  for 
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information  about  him  to  have  been  obtained  in  that  manner.  There  are 
records,  however,  to  establish  him  as  a  citizen  of  Bedford  County.  During 
the  February  Term  of  Court  in  1853  he  was  appointed  guardian  of  his 
nephew  and  niece,  Christopher  C.  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hix.  These  two 
children  were  the  minor  heirs  of  Joshua  R.  Hix,  who  according  to  family 
records,  died  in  March  of  1852.  Joshua  R.  Hix’s  widow,  Nancy  Caroline 
Reagor  Hix,  was  George  Allen  Reagor’s  sister.  During  the  September  Term 
of  Court  in  1854  George  Allen  Reagor  resigned  from  this  guardianship 
which  was  taken  over  by  John  Pinkney  Dean,  who  in  March  of  that  year 
had  married  the  widowed  mother  of  the  two  children  ( Bedford  County 
Court  Minutes ,  1852— 1855 ,  p.  314). 

On  November  26,  1861,  five  months  after  Tennessee  seceded  from 
the  Union,  George  Allen  Reagor  enlisted  as  a  private  in  Captain  Little 
Berry  Logan’s  Company  of  Tennessee  Volunteers,  which  subsequently  be¬ 
came  Company  K  of  the  41st  Tennessee  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  in  at 
Camp' Trousdale  by  Lieutenant  T.  W.  Hunt  for  a  period  of  twelve  months. 
Captain  Logan  was  George  Allen  Reagor’s  brother-in-law.  Enlisting  in  the 
same  Company  on  the  same  day  was  George  Allen  Reagor’s  brother,  Wil¬ 
liam  Jefferson  Reagor.  Earlier  two  other  brothers,  Joseph  Anthony  and 
John  Wesley  Reagor,  had  joined  another  company. 

George  A.  Reagor’s  carded  military  record  on  file  in  the  National 
Archives  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  shows  that  his  service  was  cut  short  by  ill¬ 
ness  and  death.  He  “left  at  Bowling  Green,  Ky.,  sick  Jan.  23,  1862.”  Fam¬ 
ily  tradition  is  that  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor,  hearing  of  her  husband’s  ill¬ 
ness,  went  by  train  to  Bowling  Green  for  him.  She  brought  the  sick  soldier 
to  his  parents’  home  where  she  nursed  him  until  his  death  on  March  18, 
1862.  Nearby  lived  a  neighbor,  Demarquis  Dews  Hix,  who  was  anxious  to 
hear  daily  from  the  sick  soldier.  On  the  fatal  day  he  sent  his  eight-year-old 
grandson,  Joshua  Wright  Frost,  to  the  Reagor  home  to  inquire.  Upon  near¬ 
ing  the  house,  the  boy  saw  the  soldier’s  wife  walking  around  the  house  on 
the  cold  March  day,  weeping  in  great  distress.  He  learned  of  the  death  of 
George  A.  Reagor  that  morning  and  returned  to  report  it  to  his  grandfather. 
Twelve  years  later  Joshua  W.  Frost,  then  a  young  man,  married  Mary 
Ellen  Reagor,  daughter  of  the  deceased  Confederate  soldier. 

Although  her  timely  action  did  not  save  her  husband’s  life,  Elizabeth 
Parker  Reagor  did  save  him  the  misery  of  having  been  left  behind  enemy 
lines  when  the  41st  Tennessee  Regiment  withdrew  from  Bowling  Green  or 
when  most  of  the  remaining  men  surrendered  at  Fort  Donelson  in  Febru¬ 
ary.  Since  William  J.  Reagor’s  military  records  show  that  he  too  left  Bowl¬ 
ing  Green  sick  on  January  23,  1862,  it  is  assumed  that  he  accompanied  his 
sister-in-law  and  sick  brother  back  home.  He  rejoined  his  command  on 
December  1,  1862,  after  his  health  had  been  restored  and  the  captured 
men  of  his  regiment  had  been  exchanged. 

George  A.  Reagor’s  wife  also  probably  saved  him  from  being  buried 
in  an  unmarked  grave  far  away  from  his  home.  As  it  was,  he  was  buried  in 
the  Shook  Graveyard,  where  most  of  his  relatives  were  buried  up  to  near 
the  turn  of  the  century.  Along  with  the  dates  of  his  birth  and  death  on  his 
monument  is  the  inscription,  “Buried  with  the  horrors  of  war.”  About  four- 
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teen  months  later  his  father  was  buried  near  him,  and  more  than  thirty 
years  after  that  his  mother  was  buried  at  his  father’s  side.  It  was  not  until 
February  1,  1864,  while  Company  K  of  the  41st  Tennessee  Regiment  was 
camped  at  Dalton,  Georgia,  that  George  A.  Reagor’s  death  was  placed 
officially  on  his  record  as  having  occurred  on  March  18,  1862,  in  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  because  of  sickness.  During  the  March  Term  of  Court 
in  1864  Joshua  M.  Hix  was  appointed  administrator  of  the  estates  of  both 
George  A.  Reagor  and  his  father  ( Bedford  County  Court  Minutes  1863 — 
1866,  p.  96). 

George  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor  were  the  parents  of  four 
children.  Two  of  them  died  in  infancy.  Sarah  Tennie  Reagor,  their  second 
child,  was  born  in  April,  1856,  and  died  in  January,  1858.  She  is  reported 
to  have  died  from  strangulation  from  a  bean  which  she  placed  in  her  nose. 
James  Joseph  Reagor,  named  for  his  two  grandfathers,  was  their  last-born. 
He  was  born  in  May,  1860,  and  died  in  August  of  the  following  year — 
three  months  before  his  father  enlisted  in  the  Confederate  Army.  Although 
their  two  other  children,  Mary  Ellen  and  Isaiah  S.  Reagor,  lived  long 
enough  to  rear  large  families,  both  of  them  were  survived  by  their  mother. 
Sketches  on  each  follow. 

1 .  Mary  Ellen  Reagor,  first-born  child  of  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth 
Parker  Reagor,  was  born  November  8,  1854,  and  died  July  2,  1911.  On 
August  20,  1874,  she  married  Joshua  Wright  Frost,  son  of  John  Ebenezer 
and  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost,  who  was  born  April  26,  1854,  and  died 
December  31,  1931.  The  lives  of  these  paternal  grandparents  of  the  writer 
are  presented  more  fully  in  the  Joshua  Wright  Frost  section  of  Chapter  I. 
Sketches  on  their  nine  children,  Georgie  Reagor,  Herbert,  Eula  May,  Ollie 
Lee,  John  Roy,  Elizabeth  Dee,  Kelley  Irene,  Carl  Wright,  and  Mary  Lillian 
Frost,  are  found  near  the  end  of  that  section. 

2.  Isaiah  S.  Reagor,  third  child  of  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Parker 
Reagor,  was  born  June  17,  1858,  and  died  November  1,  1908.  On  October 
13,  1881,  he  married  Sallie  Precilia  Roberts,  who  was  born  May  22,  1863, 
and  died  October  26,  1946.  Zadie,  as  Isaiah  S.  Reagor  was  known  in  the 
Flat  Creek  Community,  was  considered  one  of  the  most  prosperous  and 
progressive  farmers  of  his  day.  He  built  a  fine  home  and  barn  on  his  farm 
on  Goose  Creek  near  his  mother’s  home.  Children  born  to  Zadie  and  Sallie 
Roberts  Reagor  were  Ethel,  Leila,  Stella  Mai,  George  Thomas,  and  Agatha 
Reagor.  Their  brief  sketches  follow. 

Ethel  Jimmie  Reagor,  first  child  of  Zadie  and  Sallie  Roberts  Reagor, 
was  born  September  30,  1882,  and  died  January  30,  1952.  On  September 
2,  1903,  she  married  Charles  Pearson,  son  of  Calvin  and  Katherine  Camp¬ 
bell  Pearson,  who  was  born  April  5,  1880,  and  died  May  11,  1947.  They 
are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery.  Their  children  were  Zadie  Cather¬ 
ine  Pearson,  who  married  Paul  Thompson  Foster;  Sarah  Calvin  Pearson, 
who  married  John  Holliday  Lewis;  and  Frances  Reagor  Pearson,  who 
married  Erskine  McKaja  Alexander,  Jr. 

Leila  Precilla  Reagor,  second  child  of  Zadie  and  Sallie  Roberts  Reagor, 
was  born  February  25,  1885,  and  was  living  in  1962.  On  June  24,  1909, 
she  married  William  Cecil  Enochs,  son  of  Dr.  M.  A.  L.  and  Elizabeth 
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Enochs,  who  was  born  January  15,  1874,  and  died  October  13,  1919.  He  is 
buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  Their  only  child  was  David  Reagor 
Enochs,  who  married  Jean  Reagor,  daughter  of  Charlie  Floyd  and  Rhoda 
Reaves  Reagor. 

Stella  Mai  Reagor,  third  child  of  Zadie  and  Sallie  Roberts  Reagor, 
was  born  July  16,  1891,  and  was  living  in  1962. 

George  Thomas  Reagor,  only  son  of  Zadie  and  Sallie  Roberts  Reagor, 
was  born  June  14,  1894,  and  was  living  in  1962.  On  April  27,  1924,  he 
married  Irene  Bird  Womack,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Tennie  Kizer  Womack, 
who  was  born  November  18,  1896,  and  was  living  in  1962.  Their  only 
child,  Sarah  Thomas  Reagor,  married  Jarman  White  Ogle.  George  Thomas 
Reagor,  grandson  and  namesake  of  the  Confederate  soldier  George  Allen 
Reagor,  seems  destined  to  be  his  grandfather’s  last  male  descendant  to 
bear  the  Reagor  name.  Although  there  are  Reagors  in  West  Tennessee, 
Florida,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Illinois,  and  elsewhere,  it  seems  only  a  question 
of  time  until  the  name  will  be  only  a  record  and  a  memory  in  the  Flat  Creek 
Community  where  all  the  Reagors  of  Tennessee  once  lived. 

Agatha  Reagor,  fifth  and  last  child  of  Zadie  and  Sallie  Roberts 
Reagor,  was  born  May  28,  1906.  She  and  her  sister  Stella  Mai  were  living 
in  1962  in  the  home  which  their  father  built.  Neither  had  married. 

More  than  fifty  years  elapsed  between  the  deaths  of  George  Allen 
Reagor  and  his  widow.  Although  all  of  her  children  were  by  her  first 
husband,  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor  was  married  to  another,  John  N.  Harris, 
for  twenty-eight  years  and  then  became  a  widow  again  eighteen  years 
before  her  death.  By  1913,  when  she  died,  the  Shook  Graveyard,  where 
George  Allen  Reagor  was  buried,  was  isolated  from  a  public  road  and 
seldom  was  being  used  for  new  burials.  The  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery,  in 
which  her  second  husband  was  buried,  was  likewise  being  used  less  fre¬ 
quently.  It  was  her  choice  and  that  of  her  grandchildren  that  she  be  buried 
near  the  graves  of  two  of  her  deceased  children,  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost 
and  Isaiah  S.  Reagor,  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  More  of  the  life  story  of 
this  great-grandmother  of  the  writer  is  found  in  Chapter  VIII  in  the 
Elizabeth  Parker  section. 


Chapter  VI 

THE  SHOOK  FAMILY— ANCESTORS 
AND  RELATIVES 


Like  the  “Keith  Hollow”  and  the  “Norman  Thicket,”  the  “Shook 
Graveyard,”  during  the  writer’s  childhood  years,  was  a  not-too-definitely- 
located  landmark  to  which  reference  was  often  made  without  its  signifi¬ 
cance  being  fully  explained.  There  was  a  vague  idea  in  his  mind  that  these 
places  were  named  for  families  whose  names  had  otherwise  disappeared 
long  ago  from  the  Flat  Creek  Community;  but  the  writer  had  not  the 
slightest  suspicion  that  the  names  were  for  distant  relatives  or  even  for 
ancestors  as  in  the  case  of  the  Shooks.  Not  until  he  learned  that  his  great¬ 
grandfather,  George  Allen  Reagor,  was  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard, 
did  he  ever  take  the  trouble  to  pay  it  a  visit.  To  any  reader  who  might 
like  to  make  a  similar  visit,  a  few  directions  are  given.  If  the  approach  is 
from  Shelbyville,  he  should  travel  a  little  less  than  a  mile  after  passing 
through  the  junction  of  roads  at  Flat  Creek  on  the  way  to  Lynchburg  and 
park  his  car  in  front  of  the  house  across  the  creek  to  the  right  of  the  high¬ 
way.  By  following  a  path  almost  perpendicular  to  the  highway  for  about 
three-fourths  of  a  mile,  most  of  the  way  parallel  to  a  wire  fence,  the  Shook 
Graveyard  will  be  reached  just  over  the  crest  of  the  hill  which  hides  it 
from  view  on  the  highway. 

To  the  writer’s  surprise  on  his  first  visit  in  the  spring  of  1958,  the  name 
Shook  was  not  found  on  a  single  tombstone.  To  any  present-day  observer, 
the  cemetery  would  more  appropriately  be  named  the  Reagor  Graveyard, 
for  Reagor  is  found  on  quite  a  number  of  the  monuments.  Most,  if  not  all, 
of  the  inscribed  monuments  are  for  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor’s 
descendants  and  their  families.  It  is  assumed  that  the  earliest  Shooks  in 
Bedford  County,  William  Shook,  his  two  sons,  William,  Jr.,  and  Abraham, 
and  their  wives,  are  buried  in  some  of  the  graves  which  are  marked  only  by 
three  hewn  limestone  rocks  placed  upon  them.  If  there  were  ever  any  in¬ 
scriptions  on  these  stones,  they  are  not  discernible  now.  The  graves  of  Mar¬ 
garet  and  Anthony  Reagor,  ancestors  of  all  the  Reagors  in  and  from  the 
Flat  Creek  area,  presumably  were  buried  also  in  graves  with  such  markers 
or  with  only  a  small  limestone  headstone  without  any  inscription.  The  ear¬ 
liest  inscriptions  on  monuments  in  the  Shook  Graveyard  are  these:  “David 
Floyd,  born  June  19,  1786;  Died  Dec.  18,  1856,  Aged  70  yrs  and  6  mo.” 
and  “Mary  Magdalene  Floyd,  Consort  of  David  Floyd,  born  Dec.  9,  1793, 
died  Nov.  22,  1856,  aged  62  yrs.,  11  mo.,  13  days.”  Mary  Magdalene 
Floyd  was  the  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor  and 
granddaughter  of  William  Shook,  Sr.,  who  was  the  progenitor  of  all  the 
Shooks  who  once  lived  in  Bedford  and  Franklin  Counties.  It  is  believed  that 
the  last  burial  in  the  Shook  Graveyard  was  that  of  Edd  Coleman,  a  bachelor 
descendant  of  the  Shooks  and  Reagors.  He  died  November  29,  1926,  but  a 
monument  was  not  erected  for  him  until  1960.  Until  recent  years,  loyal 
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Shook  and  Reagor  descendants  saw  to  the  care  of  this  family  cemetery  even 
though  it  had  long  been  off  a  public  road. 

Although  the  Shook  name  seems  to  have  been  lost  to  the  Flat  Creek 
Community  by  the  time  of  the  Civil  War  and  although  the  name  of  Reagor 
seems  likewise  destined  to  be  lost  to  the  Community  within  another  genera¬ 
tion,  perhaps  more  than  half  the  children  born  within  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity  during  the  past  hundred  and  fifty  years  had  Shook  and  Reagor 
ancestry  whether  or  not  they  ever  knew  it. 

Although  the  Shook  family  had  an  appeal  of  its  own  to  the  writer  be¬ 
cause  of  its  significance  to  his  ancestry,  a  more  careful  study  of  the  Shook 
family  has  resulted  from  efforts  to  unravel  the  mysteries  of  the  ancestry 
of  Anthony  Reagor,  who  married  Margaret  Shook.  It  was  fortunate  indeed 
to  find  that  other  Shook  descendants  had  already  done  considerable  study 
on  the  Shook  family,  thereby  greatly  reducing  the  need  for  original  research. 

•  With  this  glimpse  at  the  climax  of  its  interest,  we  turn  now  to  the 
beginning  of  the  story  of  the  Shook  family  as  it  is  believed  to  have  been 
established  in  this  country  and  follow  our  own  line  from  Hermanus  Shook, 
who  is  believed  to  have  been  our  earliest  progenitor  in  America,  to 
Margaret  Shook,  through  whom  the  Reagor  descendants  get  their  Shook 
ancestry. 

Hermanus  Shook 

The  earliest  of  his  Shook  ancestors  with  whom  the  writer  has  become 
acquainted  through  records  and  stories  is  Hermanus  Shook.  According  to 
family  tradition,  Hermanus  Shook  came  to  America  from  Holland  before 
1745,  and  it  is  thought  that  his  forebears  were  of  German  origin.  One  of  his 
great-grandsons,  Abraham  Shook,  in  a  letter  on  June  19,  1868,  spoke  of  his 
grandfather  as,  “a  Dutchman,  could  read  no  English,  though  a  Dutch 
scholar.”  Although  this  Abraham  Shook  of  Franklin  County,  Tennessee, 
spoke  thus  of  his  “Grandfather  Shook,”  the  context  of  the  letter  strongly 
indicates  that  he  may  have  been  speaking  of  his  great-grandfather,  Her¬ 
manus  Shook.  His  lack  of  a  command  of  written  English  accounts  largely, 
perhaps,  for  the  great  variety  in  the  spelling  of  his  name.  The  first  name 
has  been  given  such  variations  as,  Hearmon,  Harmonous,  Herman,  Har¬ 
man,  and  perhaps  others.  Shook  has  also  been  spelled  Shuch,  Shock,  and 
Schook.  There  are  instances  in  which  the  name  is  spelled  more  than  one 
way  within  the  same  document.  Due  to  the  efforts  of  the  Shook  family  to 
become  like  their  English  friends  and  neighbors  while  not  giving  up  all  of 
their  Dutch  culture  and  traditions,  it  is  possible  that  the  pronunciation  of 
their  names  varied  from  time  to  time  as  much  as  the  spelling.  We  shall  refer 
to  this  ancestor,  presumably  our  earliest  Shook  in  America,  as  Hermanus 
Shook,  except  where  quotations  from  documents  require  it  to  be  spelled 
otherwise.  This  particular  spelling  has  been  selected  from  the  available 
variations  largely  because  it  seems  to  be  a  compromise  between  the  Dutch 
and  the  English.  His  namesake  son  will  be  referred  to  as  Harmon,  Jr., 
however,  for  the  simple  reason  that  this  spelling  seems  to  be  used  most 
frequently  for  him  in  documents  and  other  records. 

The  earliest  record  on  Hermanus  Shook  seems  to  be  found  among 
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those  of  Augusta  County,  Virginia,  where  on  August  28,  1750,  “Hermanus 
Skout,”  along  with  his  neighbors  of  later  years,  Anthony  Reger  and 
Anthony  Reger,  Jr.,  was  added  to  the  list  of  tithables  ( Abstracts  of 
Records  of  Augusta  Co.,  Va.  by  Lyman  Chalkley,  Vol.  1,  p.  42).  Taken 
out  of  context,  the  name  Hermanus  Skout  would  have  made  little  impres¬ 
sion;  but  alongside  the  names  of  two  Regers,  it  leads  to  the  conclusion 
that  an  error  has  been  made  in  spelling  or  in  copying  this  name  and  that  it 
refers  to  the  “Hearman  Shuck”  who  was  named  executor  in  the  will  of 
“Antoney  Reeger”  in  1769  and  the  “Herman  Shuck”  who  was  recognized 
by  the  Hampshire  County  Court  as  the  executor  of  “Anthony  Regar”  when 
the  will  was  proved  on  May  8,  1770,  and  the  “Hearmon  Shuck”  who 
on  October  27,  1775,  was  made  executor  of  the  will  of  “Antoney  Reager” 
of  Hampshire  County  who  signed  his  name  as  “Antony  Rugrs.”  With  such 
variations  of  spelling  as  in  these  documents,  the  use  of  “Skout”  instead  of  a 
more  usual  spelling  does  not  seem  sufficient  reason  to  exclude  a  man  from  a 
list  of  his  neighbors! 

It  is  likely  that  in  1750  Hermanus  Shook  was  already  living  on  the 
land  where  he  made  his  home  for  the  balance  of  his  life.  At  any  rate,  the 
fact  that  his  name  is  found  in  the  records  of  three  counties  does  not 
indicate  necessarily  that  he  changed  the  place  of  his  residence.  Hampshire 
County,  in  which  Hermanus  Shook  was  a  resident  when  he  made  his  will 
in  1780,  was  carved  out  of  Augusta  and  Frederick  Counties  on  December 
13,  1753-4;  and  Hardy  County,  in  which  his  will  was  proved  on  June  8, 
1798,  was  formed  from  Hampshire  County.  (Hampshire  and  Hardy  Coun¬ 
ties  were  in  Virginia  before  the  Civil  War  but  are  now  a  part  of  West 
Virginia.)  In  his  will  ( Hardy  County  Will  Book  No.  7,  p.  35)  Hermanus 
Shook  indicated  the  location  of  his  home  as  being  “situate  on  the 
South  Fork,”  now  called  the  South  Branch,  of  the  Potomac  River.  Wills 
and  other  documents  indicate  that  the  Sears  as  well  as  the  Regars 
(Reagors)  were  Hermanus  Shook’s  neighbors.  James  Sears’  daughter 
Catherine  married  Hermanus  Shook’s  oldest  son,  William  Shook,  as  evi¬ 
denced  by  the  Sears  will  in  which  he  directed  his  son  William  Sears, 
“to  pay  to  his  Sister  Catherine  Shook  twenty  pounds  current  money” 
( Hampshire  County  Will  Book  No.  2,  p.  61). 

The  relationship  between  the  Shook  and  Reager  families  also  appears 
to  have  been  more  than  that  of  friendly  neighbors.  There  are  strong  indi¬ 
cations  that  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.,  married  Catherine  Shook,  Hermanus 
Shook’s  sister.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that  Hermanus  Shook  may  have 
married  Anthony  Reager,  Jr.’s,  sister  Barbara  or  their  half-sister  Anna 
Shobe.  While  no  firm  verification  has  been  found  for  any  of  these  probable 
marriages,  documentation  which  strongly  hints  at  the  brother-in-law  rela¬ 
tionship  is  offered  and  explained  in  the  section,  Early  History  of  the  Reagers 
in  America,  in  Chapter  V. 

Although  his  wife  was  mentioned  for  her  “lawful  thirds,”  her  name 
is  not  found  in  Hermanus  Shook’s  will.  Children  named  in  the  will,  in 
addition  to  his  “eldest  son  William  Shook,”  are  John  Shook,  Hermonous 
(Jr.)  Shook,  and  David  Shook,  the  latter  two  being  made  executors  of  the 
will.  Mentioned  also  are  “all  the  rest  of  my  children  both  Boys  and  Garls.” 
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In  John  Shook’s  will,  a  fifth  son  of  his  father  is  identified.  John  Shook, 
having  no  natural  heirs,  named  in  addition  to  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Shook, 
his  step-daughter  Mary,  and  his  “affectionate  brothers.”  These  brothers  in¬ 
cluded,  in  addition  to  those  named  above,  Peter  Shook  ( Hardy  County  Will 
Book  No.  1,  p.  60).  The  names  of  the  other  “Boys  and  Garls”  mentioned 
in  Hermanus  Shook’s  will  may  never  be  known;  but  this  is  not  of  great 
significance  to  the  study  of  William  Shook  and  his  descendants  whom  the 
writer  is  attempting  to  follow  from  “the  South  Fork  of  the  Potomac  River” 
in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  to  “the  waters  of  Big  Flat  Creek”  in  Bed¬ 
ford  County,  Tennessee. 

When  Hermanus  Shook  made  his  will  in  1780,  all  of  his  sons  seem  to 
have  been  living  in  what  was  then  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  though 
the  fact  that  his  “eldest  son  William  Shook”  was  not  made  one  of  the 
executors  of  the  will  indicates  that  a  migration  of  some  sort  was  already 
being  contemplated.  When  a  census  of  Hampshire  County  was  taken  in 
1784,  none  of  them  had  moved  away.  In  1786,  however,  the  List  of  Tax 
Payers  of  Hardy  County,  formed  in  1785,  included  the  names  of  Harmon 
(Hermanus)  Shook  and  his  three  sons,  David,  John,  and  Peter;  but  the 
names  of  William  Shook  and  Harmon  Shook,  Jr.,  are  not  found  on  the 
list.  Neither  are  any  Shooks  found  on  the  lists  for  Hampshire  County  after 
Hardy  County  was  carved  out  of  it.  What  became  of  Harmon  Shook,  Jr., 
has  not  been  determined  by  the  writer;  but  it  is  assumed  that,  if  William 
Shook  had  not  already  settled  in  Tennessee  by  1786,  his  migration  in  that 
direction  was  at  least  already  under  way. 

William  Shook 

It  is  thought  that  William  Shook,  son  of  Hermanus  Shook,  was  born 
in  Virginia  about  1745;  but  there  is  no  verification  for  either  the  location 
or  the  date  from  any  records  which  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the 
writer.  Like  his  father,  William  Shook  was  a  pioneer.  Twice  after  the  age 
of  forty  he  left  a  settled  community  to  begin  life  anew  in  a  sparsely 
settled  wilderness. 

Tennessee  had  not  been  organized  as  a  territory  when  William  Shook 
is  believed  to  have  arrived  in  what  is  now  Knox  County.  The  land  on 
which  he  settled  had  not  been  recognized  by  the  United  States  Government 
as  open  for  settlement,  though  the  Cherokee  Indians  had  relinquished  it  to 
the  State  of  Franklin  by  the  Treaty  of  Dumplin  Creek.  A  comparison  of 
records  indicates  that  “Shook  Mill  Creek,”  along  which  William  Shook’s 
land  lay,  is  now  known  as  Burnett’s  Creek,  south  of  the  French  Broad 
River,  about  nine  miles  from  Knoxville.  No  recorded  titles  were  made  to 
land  in  this  territory  until  1806,  when  the  State  of  Tennessee  opened  the 
land  for  entry.  Those  already  occupying  the  lands  were  permitted  to  have  a 
survey  made  and  to  gain  title  to  their  property  through  the  “right  of 
occupancy  and  possession.” 

The  earliest  record  which  has  been  found  for  any  Shook  in  Knox 
County,  Tennessee,  is  in  J.  M.  G.  Ramsey’s  Annals  of  Tennessee,  Pages 
592-593.  Ramsey  relates  that  on  April  22,  1794,  William  Casteel,  wife,  and 
four  children  were  killed  by  Indians  in  their  home  south  of  the  French 
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Broad  River,  nine  miles  from  Knoxville  and  two  miles  from  the  residence 
of  Dr.  James  Cozby.  Their  bodies  were  found  by  Anthony  Ragan,  who 
had  gone  to  the  Casteel  home  to  go  hunting  with  Casteel.  Another  child, 
Elizabeth,  later  Mrs.  Dunlap,  was  badly  wounded  and  “was  taken  to  Mr. 
Shook’s,  who  then  owned  Major  Swann’s  Mill,  where  Dr.  Cozby  dressed 
her  wounds,”  while  Reagan  alarmed  the  settlement.  To  the  writer,  the 
name  Anthony  Ragan  (Reagan)  is  more  significant  than  “Mr.  Shook’s,” 
for  it  is  his  firm  conviction  that  here  is  another  error  in  spelling  or  copying 
and  that  William  Casteel’s  hunting  pal  and  discoverer  of  his  tragic  end 
was  in  fact  Anthony  Reagor,  who  married  William  Shook’s  daughter 
Margaret  Shook  Brock  in  1789.  (For  another  reference  to  this  event,  turn 
to  the  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee  section  of  Chapter  V.) 

The  early  marriage  records  of  Knox  County  provide  further  evidence 
of  the  residence  of  the  Shook  family.  Between  1796  and  1808,  names  of 
four  of  William  Shook’s  children,  Sarah,  Magdalene,  Mary  Ann,  Jemima, 
and  Harman,  are  included  in  the  marriage  records;  and  another  of  his 
children,  Abraham  Shook,  was  bondsman  for  two  of  these  marriages 
(C.  A.  T.  H.  M.,  Vol.  6,  pp.  11-16).  Dates  and  other  details  are  included 
in  the  list  of  William  Shook’s  children  which  will  be  presented  later. 

More  than  twenty  years  after  he  is  thought  to  have  made  his  home 
south  of  the  French  Broad  River  and  more  than  ten  years  after  Tennessee 
became  a  state,  William  Shook  finally  gained  legal  possession  of  his  land, 
and  record  was  made  of  it.  On  February  10,  1807,  a  survey  was  made  of 
148  acres  on  Shook  Mill  Creek  in  the  “District  south  of  French  Broad  and 
Holston  Rivers.”  He  received  the  land  under  the  “right  of  occupancy 
and  possession”  clause.  It  was  recorded  as  Grant  No.  602  on  June  8,  1809 
( Tennessee  Grant  Book  1,  p.  602).  Meanwhile,  it  had  been  recorded  with 
a  drawing  of  the  plat  on  May  4,  1807,  in  the  Knox  County  records 
( South  French  Broad  Entries,  1806-1807 ,  p.  474).  Earlier,  in  1806, 
William  Shook  and  his  four  sons,  William,  Jr.,  Isaac,  Jacob,  and  Harman, 
were  included  in  Captain  Hazilet’s  Company  of  Knox  County  Tax  Lists; 
but  William,  Jr.,  and  Isaac  were  the  only  sons  who  owned  land. 

On  Burnett’s  Creek,  near  the  1960  home  of  James  B.  Bolin,  are 
evidences  of  an  old  mill  dam.  This  is  thought  to  have  been  the  site  of 
William  Shook’s  mill  on  the  creek  which  once  was  known  as  Shook  Mill 
Creek. 

The  Census  Report  of  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  in  1784  indicates 
that  William  Shook  had  eleven  children.  Since  family  Bible  records  give 
May  29,  1766,  as  the  birth  date  of  his  daughter  Margaret,  he  probably 
married  not  later  than  1765.  If  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  at  the  time  of 
his  marriage,  he  must  have  been  born  about  1745.  This  would  place  him 
between  forty  and  forty-five  when  he  first  settled  on  the  creek  which  later 
bore  his  name.  Although  the  name  of  the  creek  has  been  changed,  his  name 
has  been  preserved  in  Shooks  Gap,  a  community  within  the  general  vicinity 
of  where  William  Shook  settled. 

On  October  11,  1811,  William  Shook  sold  what  must  have  been  the 
last  remaining  twenty-one-and-one-half  acres  of  his  land  to  Joshua  Mon¬ 
day  ( Knox  County  Deed  Book  0-1 ,  p.  139)  and  apparently  moved  shortly 
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thereafter  again  to  the  wilderness — this  time  to  the  neighborhood  of  Flat 
Creek,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  His  estimated  age  at  this  time  was 
approximately  sixty-five.  This  move  probably  would  not  have  been  made 
had  it  not  been  accompanied  by  his  son  Abraham  Shook  and  preceded  by 
another  son,  William  Shook,  Jr.,  and  by  his  daughter  Margaret  who  had 
married  Anthony  Reagor. 

Marshall  Wilson,  a  Shook  descendant  of  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  who 
included  a  section  on  the  Shook  family  in  his  book,  You  Take  It  From  Here, 
suggested  that  William  Shook  probably  died  in  Knox  County  shortly  after 
1811;  but  since  the  name  of  “William  Shook,  Senior,”  appears  on  the  Bed¬ 
ford  County  Tax  List  of  1812  along  with  the  names  of  his  sons,  William 
and  Abraham,  and  his  son-in-law,  Anthony  Raigor  (Reagor),  the  natural 
conclusion  is  that  he  was  living  in  Bedford  County  at  the  time  of  his  death 
and  that  he  was  probably  the  first  adult  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard,  un¬ 
less  it  was  his  wife  Catherine.  No  way  has  been  found  to  determine  if 
Catherine  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Bedford  County;  but  the 
Bedford  County  Census  Report  for  1820  does  not  indicate  that  either 
William  or  Catherine  Shook  were  living  at  that  time.  The  Shooks  included 
in  that  census  report  were  William  Shook  (Jr.),  age  “45  and  over,” 
William  Shook  (III),  age  “16-26,”  and  Abraham  Shook,  who  apparently 
accompanied  his  father  to  Bedford  County. 

The  writer  is  indebted  to  Marshall  Wilson  for  the  preparation  of  a 
list  of  William  and  Catherine  Sears  Shook’s  children.  Except  for  a  few 
minor  corrections,  omissions,  and  additions,  the  list  is  copied  in  form  simi¬ 
lar  to  that  used  in  You  Take  It  From  Here. 

1.  Margaret  Shook,  first  child  of  William  and  Catherine  Sears  Shook, 
was  born  May  29,  1766,  and  died  September  18,  1838.  As  she  is  the 
direct  Shook  ancestor  of  the  writer  and  many  other  natives  of  Flat  Creek, 
Tennessee,  her  story  is  told  in  greater  detail  in  the  next  section  of  this 
chapter. 

2.  William  Shook,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia, 
December  11,  1767,  and  died  about  1840  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee. 
On  March  20,  1792,  he  married  Elender  Waters,  whose  parents  were 
early  settlers  of  East  Tennessee.  He  and  his  family  moved  from  Knox 
County  to  Flat  Creek,  in  Bedford  County,  in  1807.  There  were  ten  children 
from  whom  a  number  of  distinguished  descendants  have  come. 

3.  Abraham  Shook,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1850  for  Bed¬ 
ford  County,  was  born  about  1770.  He  moved  to  Bedford  County  from 
Knox  County  late  in  1811  or  early  in  1812.  He  appears  to  have  died  in 

^Bedford  County  between  1850  and  1860.  His  wife’s  name  is  not  known. 
More  about  him  is  found  in  a  subsequent  section,  Shook  Relatives  and 
Neighbors. 

4.  Isaac  Shook  received  Tennessee  Land  Grant  No.  992  for  64  acres, 
surveyed  February  11,  1807,  which  he  sold  to  Jacob  Tarwater,  December 
29,  1810.  He  received  another  tract  of  land  on  the  headwaters  of  Shooks 
Creek  in  1828.  Whom  he  married  or  when  he  left  Knox  County  is  not 
known. 

5.  Sarah  Shook  was  born  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia,  in  1774. 
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She  married  her  cousin,  Isaac  Willson,  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  Novem¬ 
ber  28,  1796,  and  bore  him  twelve  children.  Her  brother  Abraham  was 
bondsman  on  her  marriage  license.  She  died  soon  after  1850,  according 
to  Marshall  Wilson,  a  descendant,  mentioned  earlier  as  the  author  of 
You  Take  It  From  Here. 

6.  Jacob  Shook  was  born  December  17,  1777,  and  died  December  22, 
1834.  On  July  24,  1810,  he  married  Eleanor  Veach,  of  Sevier  County, 
Tennessee,  who  became  the  mother  of  his  seven  children.  He  was  a  Baptist 
minister  and  settled  in  Harrison  County,  Indiana. 

7.  Magdalena  Shook  married  Samuel  Montgomery  in  Knox  County 
on  July  19,  1797.  Abraham  Shook  was  bondsman,  and  Hugh  Allen  White 
was  witness. 

8.  Mary  Ann  Shook  was  born  December  21,  1782,  and  died  before 
1845.  She  married  Thomas  Carpenter  III  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  on 
June  13,  1801.  A  descendant  of  this  union  was  Colonel  William  T.  Carpen¬ 
ter,  whose  research  into  Shook  family  history  has  provided  much  of  the 
information  used  in  this  chapter. 

9.  Harmon  Shook  married  Margaret  McMillan  on  February  16, 
1808,  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee.  The  family  removed  to  Harrison 
County,  Indiana,  in  1814,  accompanying  Thomas  and  Mary  Ann  Shook 
Carpenter. 

10.  Jemima  Shook  married  Rowley  McMillan  on  March  8,  1807,  in 
Knox  County,  Tennessee. 

1 1 .  John  Shook  married  Catherine  Wilson  on  August  7,  1 8 1 6,  in  Knox 
County,  Tennessee.  She  was  probably  a  sister  of  Isaac  Willson  who  married 
Sarah  Shook.  John  and  Isaac  Shook  are  listed  in  the  United  States  Census 
Report  for  Monroe  County,  Tennessee,  in  1830;  but  there  are  no  land 
records  for  either  name  in  that  county.  It  is  assumed,  but  not  verified  by  any 
document,  that  John  and  Isaac  Shook  of  Monroe  County  were  the  sons  of 
William  and  Catherine  Sears  Shook. 

Although  in  1962  there  were  Shook  descendants  living  in  Knox 
County,  the  Shook  name  had  disappeared  through  migration  to  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  Harrison  County,  Indiana,  and  elsewhere  by  1830. 
After  the  Civil  War  a  new  Shook  family  came  to  Knox  County  from  North 
Carolina.  They  were  the  progenitors  of  later  generations  of  Shooks  in  Knox 
County. 

Margaret  Shook  ( 1766-1838 ) 

Margaret  Shook,  first  child  of  William  and  Catherine  Sears  Shook, 
according  to  Bible  record,  was  born  May  29,  1766,  and  died  September  18, 
1838.  Her  parents  are  thought  to  have  been  living  in  Hampshire  County, 
Virginia,  at  the  time  of  her  birth.  She  had  been  living  in  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  more  than  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  her  death.  Family  tradi¬ 
tion  that  Margaret  Shook’s  first  husband  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Brock 
is  verified  by  the  Bible  record  of  a  son,  George  Allen  Brock,  who  was  born 
February  17,  1787.  In  the  absence  of  any  documentary  evidence,  however, 
the  writer  is  unwilling  to  agree  with  Marshall  Wilson’s  report  that  the 
name  of  her  first  husband  was  James  Brock.  It  is  likely  that  Margaret's 
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husband  was  a  brother  of  the  James  Brock  who  was  bondsman  for  the 
marriage  of  Willoughby  Robertson  and  Mary  Brock  in  Knox  County, 
Tennessee,  on  September  3,  1793.  When  the  census  was  taken  in  1820, 
there  lived  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  a  George  A.  Brock,  age  26-45, 
and  a  James  Brock,  age  above  45.  It  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  the 
former  was  Margaret’s  son  by  her  first  marriage  and  that  he  had  accom¬ 
panied  his  uncle,  James  Brock,  and  his  first-cousin,  Abraham  Shook,  to 
Franklin  County.  There  is  a  tradition  in  the  Reagor  family  that  George 
Allen  Brock  later  lived  in  Paint  Rock,  Alabama,  in  Jackson  County, 
which  borders  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  Jackson  County  records  prior 
to  1850  have  been  lost,  and  none  since  that  date  have  been  found  for 
George  Allen  Brock.  Unless  assistance  comes  from  his  descendants,  none 
of  whom  have  been  discovered,  the  mystery  of  the  Shook-Brock-Reagor  rela¬ 
tionship  may  never  be  solved.  The  most  intriguing  part  of  the  mystery  is  the 
naming  of  Margaret’s  seventh  child  by  her  second  husband  James  Brock 
Reagor.  It  is  not  likely  that  this  son  would  have  been  the  namesake  of  his 
mother’s  previous  husband,  whereas  he  might  well  have  been  named  for  a 
close  friend  of  the  family,  conceivably  a  brother  of  Margaret’s  first  hus¬ 
band. 

According  to  Bible  record,  Margaret  Shook  Brock  married  Anthony 
Reagor  on  December  11,  1789.  The  writer  has  made  a  number  of  attempts 
to  find  a  public  record  of  each  of  Margaret  Shook’s  marriages  but  has 
never  been  able  to  do  so  in  Knox,  Green,  or  Hawkins  Counties  of 
Tennessee  or  in  any  of  the  counties  of  Virginia  where  either  of  the  mar¬ 
riages  might  have  been  suspected  of  having  taken  place.  Margaret  and 
Anthony  Reagor  had  nine  children.  All  of  them  are  thought  to  have  been 
born  before  the  family  left  Knox  County  to  settle  on  land  along  Big  Flat 
Creek  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  It  is  through  Margaret  Shook  that  the 
writer  shares  with  many  other  natives  of  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  the 
Shook  blood  and  interest  in  the  Shook  story.  So  far  as  is  known,  Margaret 
is  the  only  member  of  the  Shook  family  who  had  descendants  living  in 
Flat  Creek  in  1962.  More  about  Margaret  Shook  and  her  descendants  is 
found  in  Chapter  V  in  the  sections,  Anthony  Reagor  of  Tennessee  (1746- 
1824),  The  Children  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor,  and 
others  which  follow. 

Shook  Relatives  and  Neighbors 

Since  Margaret  Shook  was  the  last  in  the  line  of  Shooks  whom  the 
writer  can  claim  as  an  ancestor,  the  Shook  chapter  might  well  have  ended 
with  her  story.  The  influence  of  the  Shook  family  upon  the  Flat  Creek 
Community  during  the  first  half  century  of  its  development  from  a  wilder¬ 
ness,  however,  justifies  the  inclusion  of  information  on  other  Shook  rela¬ 
tives.  Although  Margaret’s  father,  William  Shook,  Sr.,  was  the  earliest 
generation  of  the  Shook  family  to  settle  in  Flat  Creek,  he  was  not  the  first 
of  his  family  to  do  so,  as  has  been  indicated  earlier.  There  are  no  records 
to  pin  point  the  arrival  in  Bedford  County  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook 
Reagor  with  their  children;  but  the  very  lack  of  such  records  indicates 
that  they  preceded  William  Shook,  Jr.,  for  whom  the  year,  1807,  has  suffi- 
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cient  verification  to  be  accepted.  As  has  been  pointed  out  previously, 
William  Shook,  Jr.,  was  included  in  the  Knox  County  Tax  List  of  1806; 
but  on  December  3,  1807,  “William  Shook,  Jr.,  late  of  Knox  County,” 
gave  power  of  attorney  to  James  Montgomery  for  the  purpose  of  trans¬ 
ferring  certain  land  to  Francis  Ramsey  ( Knox  County  Deed  Book  M-l, 
p.  307).  Evidence  that  Flat  Creek  was  his  new  location  is  found  in  an 
excerpt  from  a  grant  which  he  later  received  “on  the  east  waters  of  Big 
Flat  Creek,  a  south  branch  of  Duck  River,  adjoins  24 Vi  acre  tract  of  said 
William  Shook  .  .  .  surveyed  20  Oct.  1809.  Signed  by  Governor  3  Oct. 
1810.  Recorded  11  Nov.  1811,”  ( Tennessee  Grant  Book  D,  p.  528). 
More  specific,  if  less  authoritative,  is  a  letter  written  in  1868  by  William 
Shook,  Jr.’s  son,  Abraham  Shook,  in  which  he  stated  that  all  of  his 
father’s  family,  except  the  two  youngest,  were  born  in  Knox  County  and 
then  “emigrated  to  Bedford  County  in  1807  and  were  raised  there.”  The 
Bedford  County  Tax  List  of  1812  which  designates  the  elder  William 
Shook  as  “Senior,”  rather  than  the  younger  as  “Junior,”  is  further  indication 
that  the  younger  Shook  had  been  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  longer  and 
that  his  name  had  become  better  established  there  than  his  father,  who  had 
arrived  just  a  short  while  before  the  Tax  List  was  compiled. 

William  Shook,  Jr.’s  home  is  thought  to  have  been  on  land  later  known 
as  the  D.  D.  Hix  Farm,  which  was  owned  in  1962  by  Richard  Gordon. 
Other  Shooks  are  thought  to  have  lived  within  the  general  vicinity  of  the 
Shook  Graveyard.  Although  William  Shook,  Jr.,  left  no  descendants  in  the 
Flat  Creek  Community,  a  short  sketch  on  each  is  presented  from  family 
records  and  traditions. 

1.  Abraham  Shook,  first  son  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook, 
was  born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  January  18,  1793,  and  died  in 
Franklin  County,  November  7,  1868.  He  served  in  the  Battle  of  New 
Orleans  during  the  War  of  1812.  By  1820,  he  had  settled  in  Franklin 
County  where  on  December  14,  1817,  he  married  Martha  Keith.  This  is 
the  Abraham  Shook  who,  from  Winchester,  Tennessee,  on  June  16,  1868, 
wrote  his  nephew,  William  B.  Shook  in  Illinois,  that  his  father,  William 
Shook,  Jr.,  had  “emigrated  to  Bedford  County  in  1807.”  Some  of  his  other 
letters  have  helped  to  identify  other  members  of  the  Shook  family.  One 
of  his  distinguished  descendants  is  the  central  figure  in  the  Life  and 
Achievements  of  Alfred  Montgomery  Shook,  a  book  by  Anne  Kendrick 
Walker.  Others  are  Alfred  Montgomery  Shook’s  son,  Paschal  Green  Shook, 
who  made  the  book  available  to  the  writer,  and  Mrs.  Lora  Shook  Francis, 
of  Winchester,  Tennessee,  who  provided  considerable  information  for  Anne 
Kendrick  Walker.  In  studying  the  Shook  family,  care  must  be  taken  to 
distinguish  this  Abraham  Shook,  son  of  William  Shook,  Jr.,  from  his  uncle, 
Abraham  Shook,  who  lived  in  Bedford  County  from  1812  until  1850. 

2.  Anna  Waters  Shook,  daughter  of  William  and  Elender  Waters 
Shook,  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  November  16,  1794.  On 
September  23,  1813,  she  married  Enoch  Floyd,  a  Methodist  preacher  and 
a  very  fine  cabinet  maker.  Enoch  Floyd  was  a  brother  of  David  Floyd 
who  married  Anna  Waters  Shook’s  first-cousin,  Mary  Magdalene  Reagor. 
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Enoch  and  Anna  Waters  Shook  Floyd  are  reported  to  have  moved"  to 
Jackson  County,  Alabama,  about  1835. 

3.  William  Shook  III,  son  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook,  was 
bom  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  February  19,  1796.  He  married  Marga¬ 
ret  Beard  on  November  3,  1818.  Little  else  is  known  about  him,  but  he 
probably  was  the  father  of  the  William  B.  Shook  of  Illinois  to  whom  Abra¬ 
ham  Shook  wrote  a  letter  in  1868. 

4.  James  Shook,  fourth  child  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook, 
was  born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  January  19,  1798,  and  married 
Nancy  Cross  on  October  26,  1 820.  Little  else  is  known  about  him. 

5.  Levi  Shook,  fifth  child  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook,  was 
born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  October  30,  1799,  and  married  Elizabeth 
Cannada,  November  4,  1828.  They  were  living  near  Flat  Creek  in  1830 
but  later  moved  to  Missouri.  Levi  S.-  Reagor,  son  of  Anthony  Wayne  Rea- 
gor,  was  born  about  1843  and  apparently  was  named  for  this  cousin. 

6.  John  Shook,  sixth  child  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook,  was 
born  in  Knox  County,  November  27,  1801.  He  married  Mary  Keith, 
Martha’s  sister,  September  7,  1826.  Like  his  brother  Abraham,  he  was  a 
teacher  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  Later  he  moved  to  Jackson  County, 
Alabama,  where  he  reared  a  family. 

7.  Isaac  Shook,  seventh  child  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook, 
was  born  in  Knox  County,  October  30,  1803,  and  married  Mariah  Ship- 
man,  August  6,  1835.  They  had  a  daughter,  Julia,  who  married  John 
Baker  who  was  living  in  New  Market,  Alabama,  in  1915.  Isaac  Shook  was 
living  in  Flat  Creek  in  1850  and  was  one  of  the  early  ministers  of  the 
Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church  which  was  organized  there  in  1855. 
Anne  Kendrick  Walker  reports  that  Isaac  Shook  was  editor  of  the  Banner 
of  Peace,  official  organ  of  that  church,  when  he  died  after  the  Civil  War. 

8.  Jacob  Shook,  eighth  child  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook, 
was  bom  in  Knox  County,  April  8,  1806,  and  married  Elizabeth  Bell, 
November  6,  1828.  They  seem  to  have  left  the  Flat  Creek  Community 
between  1830  and  1840.  Two  sons  were  killed  in  the  Civil  War,  and  their 
daughter  was  living  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  in  1868,  according  to  a 
letter  written  by  Abraham  Shook  of  Franklin  County. 

9.  Elender  Shook,  ninth  child  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook, 
was  born  February  16,  1808,  after  her  parents  had  moved  to  Flat  Creek. 
On  February  6,  1829,  she  married  Robert  C.  Morgan.  By  1859,  Elender 
Shook  Morgan  had  died,  and  Abraham  Shook,  executor  of  her  father’s 
will,  was  having  difficulty  in  locating  her  daughter,  Sally  Morgan. 

10.  Jonathan  Shook,  last  child  of  William  and  Elender  Waters  Shook, 
was  born  in  Flat  Creek,  March  6,  1810.  Nothing  further  is  known  about 
him.  He  probably  died  young. 

Abraham  Shook,  brother  of  William  Shook,  Jr.,  and  Margaret  Shook 
Reagor,  appears  to  have  been  accompanied  by  their  father,  William 
Shook,  Sr.,  when  he  came  to  Flat  Creek  in  1811  or  1812  to  make  his  future 
home.  This  Abraham  Shook,  not  to  be  confused  with  his  nephew  Abraham 
Shook  who  settled  in  Franklin  County,  already  had  a  family  when  he  moved 
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to  Flat  Creek.  Earlier,  he  had  acquired  legal  title  to  land  on  Bakers  Creek 
(now  Hines  Creek)  in  Knox  County  “by  right  of  occupancy  and  posses¬ 
sion.”  This  he  sold  on  December  10,  1811  ( Knox  County  Deed  Book  0-1, 
p.  338),  a  few  weeks  after  his  father  had  sold  his  land  in  apparent  prepara¬ 
tion  for  migration  to  Bedford  County,  where  they  could  enter  their  new  land 
grants  and  join  other  members  of  the  Shook  family  already  settled  near 
Flat  Creek.  They  arrived  early  enough  for  both  father  and  son  to  be  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  1812  Tax  List  of  Bedford  County. 

An  interesting  side  light  on  the  transfer  of  Abraham  Shook’s  land  in 
Knox  County  to  Isaac  Beane  was  the  reservation  of  “two  acres  containing 
meeting  house  and  graveyard  and  likewise  allowing  the  congregation 
liberty  of  the  spring.”  No  present-day  church  seems  to  be  located  on  this 
two-acre  reservation;  nor  has  the  graveyard  been  identified  positively. 

Although  public  records  firmly  establish  Abraham  Shook  as  a  resident 
of  the  Flat  Creek  Community  from  1812  until  1850,  the  writer  has  been 
unable  to  identify  a  single  present-day  descendant  of  this  pioneer  kinsman; 
and  the  utter  lack  of  family  records  on  this  branch  of  the  Shook  family 
complicates  any  search  for  them.  The  1850  Census  Report  for  Bedford 
County  lists  Abraham  Shook  as  eighty  years  of  age.  This  places  his  birth 
date  at  about  1770,  when  his  parents,  William  and  Catherine  Sears 
Shook,  lived  in  Hampshire  County,  Virginia.  Included  in  his  household  in 
1850,  were  a  William  Shook,  age  twenty-five,  presumably  a  son  or  grand¬ 
son,  and  Katherine  Shook,  age  nineteen,  presumably  William’s  sister  or  his 
wife.  Also  in  the  household,  was  seventy-one-year-old  Sarah  Rambo.  It  is  a 
conjecture  of  the  writer  that  she  was  Abraham  Shook’s  widowed  sister 
who  had  formerly  been  married  to  her  cousin  Isaac  Wilson  in  Knox  County 
on  November  28,  1796.  Who  had  been  Abraham  Shook’s  wife  is  not 
known;  but  she  probably  was  living  in  1840  when  the  census  report  indi¬ 
cated  that  there  was  a  female  in  the  household  who  was  between  fifty  and 
sixty  years  of  age,  as  well  as  one  between  seventy  and  eighty  years  old. 
Some  explanation  is  due  those  who  are  not  familiar  with  census  reports. 
In  1850  the  names  of  all  members  of  a  household  were  listed  with  their 
ages.  Prior  to  that  time,  the  names  of  only  the  heads  of  families  were 
listed;  but  other  members  of  the  household  were  indicated  by  the  number 
in  each  age  group  for  male  and  female. 

The  reference  to  Sarah  Rambo  brings  to  mind  a  paragraph  in  a 
privately  owned  paper,  Notes  and  Reminiscences  from  Uncle  William 
Floyd  Given  to  Charles  E.  Gowen  in  the  Summer  of  1904  in  His  84th.  Year. 
The  following  is  quoted. 

Sallie  Skidmore,  Sallie  Rambo  and  Peggy  Howlin  were  the  old  “witches” 
whom  the  Reagors  and  others  so  much  feared.  They  verily  believed  in  their 
power  to  Hoodoo  and  bewitch.  But  to  make  a  picture  of  the  “witch”  and  shoot 
it  with  a  “silver  bullet,”  they  believed  would  “break  the  spell.”  This  Abram 
Reagor  once  did  to  “set  right”  the  deformed  twins,  Isaac  and  lacob.  Uncle 
Tommy  Dean  performed  the  same  “feat”  when  a  thief  had  stolen  his  horse.  So 
the  old  Salem  “witchcraft”  creeps  down  the  centuries. 

Sallie  Skidmore  is  thought  to  have  been  Sarah  Keith,  who  married 
William  Skidmore.  She  was  sister  of  Daniel  Keith,  who  married  Catherine 
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Reagor,  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Margaret  Shook  Reagor.  The  other 
“witch,”  Peggy  Howlin,  has  not  been  identified.  Of  course,  the  only  sig¬ 
nificance  was  that  they  were  old  women  whom  people  did  not  know  or 
understand  very  well. 

Benjamin  Shook,  head  of  another  Shook  family  in  1850,  was  a  farmer, 
age  thirty-five.  It  is  assumed  that  he  was  a  son  of  his  eighty-year-old 
neighbor,  Abraham  Shook.  His  wife’s  name  was  Sarah.  They  had  three 
sons,  Benjamin,  William,  and  James,  ages  ten,  eight,  and  two,  respectively. 

In  1860  the  census  taker  did  not  list  a  single  Shook  in  the  Flat  Creek 
Community  where  the  Shook  family  had  figured  so  prominently  during 
the  first  half  century  of  its  development  from  a  wilderness.  It  would  be 
interesting  to  know  what  became  of  Benjamin  Shook  and  his  family 
and  of  the  William  Shook  who  was  .living  with  Abraham  Shook  in  1850. 


Chapter  VII 

THE  BARRINGER  AND  COVEY  FAMILIES 


The  names  Barringer  and  Covey  are  not  familiar  to  most  natives  or 
residents  of  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  the  place  of  final  convergence  of  the 
family  lines  contained  in  this  study.  Indeed,  the  writer  had  never  heard  of 
either  until  he  began  delving  into  family  history.  The  distance  in  relation¬ 
ship  and  the  apparent  lack  of  significance  of  these  names  in  the  Flat  Creek 
Community  might  well  have  discouraged  any  serious  attempts  at  research. 
The  unexpected  receipt  of  some  very  pertinent  Covey  records,  however, 
stimulated  the  desire  to  learn  more  about  both  the  Barringers  and  the 
Coveys.  Most  of  the  information  on  these  two  families  was  obtained 
through  correspondence  in  1960  with  John  Nap  Covey  II,  a  banker  of  Boli¬ 
var,  Missouri,  who  had  studied  both  families  for  many  years.  In  1937, 
approximately  twenty  years  before  the  writer  took  an  intense  interest  in 
family  history,  this  distant  relative  from  Missouri  visited  Flat  Creek  and 
made  contact  with  some  of  the  Covey  descendants;  but  the  Covey  name 
had  disappeared  from  Flat  Creek  in  1851,  when  John  Nap  Covey  I  packed 
his  family  and  their  belongings  into  ox-drawn  vehicles  and  moved  to 
Benton  County,  Arkansas,  in  the  northeastern  corner  of  that  state. 

The  Barringer  name  never  actually  reached  Flat  Creek,  except  as  a 
record  and  as  a  memory.  Adam  Barringer,  so  far  as  the  writer’s  informa¬ 
tion  goes,  was  the  first  known  Barringer  in  America.  He  was  listed  in  the 
1790  Census  Report  as  a  householder  in  Washington  County,  Maryland, 
with  a  wife,  one  daughter,  and  two  sons.  The  daughter  was  Rosanah 
Barringer,  who  married  Joseph  Covey  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia, 
January  13,  1802.  Just  when  Adam  Barringer  and  his  family  moved  from 
Washington  County,  Maryland,  to  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  prob¬ 
ably  could  be  determined  by  land  records  of  the  two  counties;  but  the 
writer  has  not  considered  this  specific  information  quite  worth  the  research 
necessary  to  determine  it.  Little  else  about  the  Barringers  is  known  by  the 
writer,  except  that  Adam  Barringer  made  a  will  which  was  probated  in 
Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  in  March,  1835.  Hannah  Barringer  was 
named  as  his  wife  in  this  will.  According  to  John  Nap  Covey  II,  she  was 
Adam  Barringer’s  third  wife,  the  name  of  Rosanah  Barringer’s  mother 
not  being  known.  Named  also  in  Adam  Barringer’s  will  were  his  children, 
John,  Jacob,  and  Rosanah  (“wife  of  Joseph  Covey”)  and  his  grand¬ 
children,  the  children  of  his  deceased  son,  Daniel  (A  Brief  of  Wills  and 
Marriages  in  Montgomery  and  F incastle  Counties,  Virginia,  1733-1831 , 
by  Anne  Lowry  Worrell).  Actually,  as  will  be  seen  later,  Rosanah  by 
1835  had  long  been  Joseph  Covey’s  widow  rather  than  his  wife. 

The  Covey  family,  like  the  Barringers,  seems  to  have  had  a  sojourn 
in  Maryland  before  settling  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  where  the 
marriage  of  Joseph  Covey  and  Rosanah  Barringer  took  place.  The  family  is 
reported  to  have  come  originally  from  Wales.  Samuel  Covey,  earliest  of  the 
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Covey  family  known  to  the  writer,  is  reported  to  have  married  Elizabeth 
Nap.  The  name  Nap  in  succeeding  generations  of  the  Covey  family, 
therefore,  is  not  an  accident  but  the  maiden  name  of  the  first  Mrs.  Covey 
known  by  later  generations.  Since  Nap  is  not  found  among  the  early 
census  reports  of  either  Maryland  or  Virginia,  the  name  earlier  may 
have  been  Napet,  which  is  found  in  the  Census  Report  of  1790  in  Balti¬ 
more  County,  Maryland,  the  area  from  which  Samuel  Covey  is  reported 
to  have  migrated  as  a  young  man. 

Samuel  Covey’s  old  home  place  was  said  in  1960  to  have  been  in  the 
possession  of  his  descendants.  It  is  located  in  that  part  of  Montgomery 
County  which  was  cut  off  and  formed  into  Pulaski  County.  For  the  names 
of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  Nap  Covey’s  children,  dependence  was  made 
largely  upon  family  records  supplied  by  John  Nap  Covey  II.  Wherever 
checking  has  been  made  with  public  records,  the  family  records  have 
been  verified.  Not  listed  according  to  birth  but  according  to  date  of  mar¬ 
riage,  the  children  of  this  union  are  as  follows: 

Rachel  Covey,  who  married  Gilbert  Bates  on  January  17,  1797, 
Joseph  Covey,  who  married  Rosanah  Barringer  on  January  13,  1802, 
Samuel  P.  Covey,  who  married  Mary  M.  Sperry  on  November  19, 
1804, 

John  Covey,  who  married  Sarah  Cook  on  February  4,  1 806, 

James  Covey,  who  married  Sally  Kelsey  on  October  4,  1810, 
William  Covey,  who  married  Susan  Godby  on  December  11,  1810, 

and 

Elizabeth  Covey,  who  married  Eliphelet  Kelsey  on  July  24,  1811. 

Most  of  the  marriages  indicated  above,  if  not  all  of  them,  were 
solemnized  in  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  where  they  are  recorded. 
The  one  with  the  greatest  interest  to  most  readers,  of  course,  is  that  of 
Joseph  Covey  to  Rosanah  Barringer. 

In  1813  or  1814  Joseph  and  Rosanah  Barringer  Covey  and  their  five 
children  migrated  to  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  One  of  the  reasons  for 
the  move,  according  to  family  tradition,  was  an  attempt  to  improve 
Joseph  Covey’s  health.  It  is  said  that  he  had  been  suffering  from  “chills,” 
probably  some  form  of  malaria,  which  the  family  thought  would  be 
helped  by  a  more  healthful  climate  “in  the  West.”  Joseph  Covey’s  family 
seems  to  have  been  accompanied  or  to  have  been  followed  soon  by  his 
brothers  James  and  John.  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  land  records  show 
that  on  June  15,  1816,  John  Covey  bought  land  from  John  Cook.  Both 
were  recorded  as  residents  of  Franklin  County.  One  might  conjecture  if 
John  Cook  were  a  brother  of  Sarah  Cook,  who  married  John  Covey,  or 
if  either  were  related  to  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  who  married  Henry  Byrom 
whose  story  is  presented  in  Chapter  XI.  James  Covey’s  name  is  found  in 
the  1820  Census  Report  of  Franklin  County,  indicating  that  he  too  had 
settled  in  Franklin  County  by  that  time. 

According  to  family  records  and  tradition,  Joseph  Covey  died  in 
December,  1814,  and  was  buried  on  the  bank  of  the  Elk  River  near  Mans- 
ford  in  Franklin  County.  Family  tradition  is  that  the  river  bank  was 
chosen  as  the  place  of  burial  in  order  that  the  grave  might  soon  be  hidden 
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from  Indians  by  the  overflowing  of  the  river.  This  was  about  two  months 
before  the  birth  of  his  son  John  Nap  Covey  I  on  February  20,  1815. 

For  more  than  three  years  after  the  death  of  her  husband,  Rosanah 
Barringer  Covey  continued  to  live  in  Franklin  County.  On  December  12, 
1816,  she  paid  $300  for  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  Elk  River,  “containing 
100  acres,  more  or  less,”  ( Franklin  County  Deed  Book  J,  p.  248).  Since 
there  is  no  reverse  index  to  early  land  records  in  Franklin  County,  the 
writer  did  not  attempt  the  tedious  task  of  determining  when  Rosanah 
Covey  sold  her  land  in  Franklin  County  to  move  to  the  area  south  of  Flat 
Creek  in  Bedford  County. 

The  Covey  family’s  removal  to  Bedford  County  must  have  followed 
November  7,  1818,  when  Charles  Pearson,  of  Bedford  County,  sold  to 
Rosanah  Covey,  of  Franklin  County,  a  tract  of  land  on  the  east  waters  of 
Big  Flat  Creek,  bordering  the  land  of  Kindred  Pearson.  The  price  paid  was 
$170.  Rosanah’s  brothers-in-law  James  and  John  Covey  witnessed  Charles 
Pearson’s  signature  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  M,  p.  89).  A  hecto- 
graphed  copy  of  the  Census  Report  of  1820  lists  in  Bedford  County  a 
“Roseannah  Caney.”  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  this  is  a  copyist’s 
error  for  Rosanah  Covey.  Why  did  this  widow  and  her  six  children  leave 
relatives  and  friends  in  Franklin  County  and  move  to  Flat  Creek?  One 
explanation  which  has  been  offered  is  that  there  was  another  Barringer 
family  living  near  her  new  place  of  residence.  This,  however,  is  not  veri¬ 
fied  by  any  record  which  has  been  found.  Not  far  from  her  new  home, 
however,  were  members  of  the  Shook  family.  Since  both  Barringers  and 
Shooks  were  Dutch,  it  is  possible  that  they  were  related  and  that  it  was  in 
order  to  be  near  the  Shooks  that  the  removal  to  Flat  Creek  was  made. 

Before  moving  on  into  the  next  generation  with  the  sketches  of 
Joseph  and  Rosanah  Barringer  Covey’s  children,  it  is  well  to  present  a  few 
facts  concerning  Rosanah’s  later  years.  Many  years  after  she  had  become  a 
widow,  she  married  a  widower,  Elijah  Parker,  a  well-known  Bedford 
County  citizen  of  his  day.  No  children  were  born  to  this  union.  The  date  of 
the  marriage  is  not  known,  but  it  is  assumed  to  have  occurred  between 
1830  and  1850.  In  the  former  year,  Rosanah  Covey  was  listed  in  the 
Census  Report  as  head  of  her  household.  The  1850  Census  Report  lists 
eighty-three-year-old  Elijah  Parker  and  his  wife,  sixty-five-year-old 
Rosanah  Parker,  living  in  the  Twenty-fourth  Civil  District  of  Bedford 
County  with  no  one  else  in  the  household.  Living  nearby  was  the  family  of 
Daniel  Parker,  one  of  Elijah  Parker’s  fourteen  children  by  a  previous  mar¬ 
riage.  One  of  Daniel  Parker’s  sons  was  Henry  Parker,  father  of  Mrs. 
Daisy  Parker  Lawrence,  who  has  been  helpful  in  assembling  information 
on  the  Parkers  and  Boones.  This  branch  of  the  Parker  family  probably  was 
related,  though  not  very  closely,  with  those  presented  in  Chapter  VIII. 

During  the  April  Term  of  the  Bedford  County  Court  in  1853,  Daniel 
Parker,  as  executor  of  his  deceased  father’s  will,  was  settling  the  estate 
( Bedford  County  Court  Minutes,  1853-1855 ,  p.  62).  The  writer  has  not 
been  able  to  locate  the  name  of  Elijah  Parker’s  widow,  Rosanah  Parker,  in 
the  incomplete  and  mixed-up  Census  Report  of  1860;  so  the  place  of  her 
residence  at  that  time  has  not  been  determined.  In  1870  Rosanah  Parker 
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and  her  twice  widowed  daughter,  Mary  (Polly)  Dean,  were  reported  by 
the  census  taker  as  living  in  the  home  of  John  A.  Kerby,  Mary’s  son 
by  her  first  marriage  to  Joseph  Kerby.  This  home  was  a  short  distance  west 
of  New  Hermon,  in  the  Twenty-second  Civil  District  of  Bedford  County, 
and  in  1960  was  known  as  the  Kerby  Farm.  In  1871,  four  years  before  her 
death,  Rosanah  Barringer  Covey  Parker  received  a  visit  from  her  youngest 
son,  John  Nap  Covey  I,  who  had  been  living  in  western  Arkansas  during 
the  previous  twenty  years.  John  Dow  Covey,  an  eight-year-old  son  who 
accompanied  his  parents  on  this  visit,  remembered  well  his  eighty-six-year- 
old  grandmother;  but  he  could  hardly  understand  her  broken  English.  He 
remembered  also  many  stories  which  his  father  told  him  about  this  pioneer 
woman,  and  he  in  turn  told  them  to  his  own  son,  John  Nap  Covey  II, 
who  has  relayed  them  to  the  writer.  Rosanah  Barringer,  as  she  was  known 
in  her  childhood,  has  been  described  as  being  High  Dutch  with  blue  eyes 
and  light  hair.  The  Barringer  family  has  been  said  to  have  been  large  in 
stature. 

On  a  hillside  on  the  Kerby  Farm  is  a  lone  grave,  or  at  least  a  lone 
monument,  which  bears  this  inscription:  “Rosanah,  Wife  of  Elijah  Parker, 
Born  March  28,  1785,  Died  Dec.  7,  1875,  Age  90  years,  8  mo.,  7  Days.” 

The  Children  of  Joseph  and  Rosanah  Barringer  Covey 

All  of  Joseph  and  Rosanah  Barringer  Covey’s  six  children,  except 
their  youngest,  John  Nap  Covey  I,  were  born  in  Montgomery  County, 
Virginia.  Sketches  of  each  follow  in  the  order  of  their  births. 

1.  Nancy  Covey  was  born  September  20,  1804,  and  died  December 
18,  1873.  On  March  23,  1823,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  she  married 
John  (Jack)  G.  Adkins,  who  was  born  March  10,  1796,  and  died  Novem¬ 
ber  7,  1878.  At  a  date  not  known  to  the  writer,  this  couple  moved  to 
Illinois  where  they  reared  a  large  family.  They  are  buried  in  Pell  Cemetery, 
about  two-and-a-half  miles  north  of  Brookport,  Massac  County,  Illinois. 

2.  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Covey,  great-great-grandmother  of  the  writer, 
was  born  December  27,  1806,  and  died  December  21,  1894.  On  September 

8,  1825,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  she  married  James  Brock  Reagor, 
who  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Tennessee,  October  22,  1800,  and  died  in 
Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  May  12,  1863.  In  Chapter  V,  under  the  sec¬ 
tion,  The  Children  of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor,  sketches 
are  found  on  Nancy  Caroline,  George  Allen,  William  Jefferson,  John 
Wesley,  Mary  Catherine,  Joseph  Anthony,  and  Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor. 
All  of  them  reared  families  in  Bedford  County.  The  four  sons  served  in 
the  Confederate  Army.  In  an  earlier  section  of  Chapter  V  more  is  found 
about  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor.  They  are  buried  in 
the  Shook  Graveyard  near  Flat  Creek. 

3.  Mary  (Polly)  Covey  was  born  January  20,  1809,  and  died  August 

9,  1888.  On  an  unknown  date,  she  married  Joseph  Kerby,  whose  birth 
and  death  dates  are  likewise  not  known.  To  this  union  were  born  three 
children.  The  two  younger  children  died  while  young  on  the  same  day 
about  1836  from  “flux.”  John  A.  Kerby,  the  oldest,  lived  to  a  ripe  old 
age.  He  was  a  Confederate  soldier,  a  devoted  member  of  the  Christian 
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Church,  and  the  father  of  ten  children.  It  was  in  his  home  that  his  mother, 
then  Mary  Dean,  widow  of  John  Henry  Dean,  and  his  grandmother, 
then  Rosanah  Parker,  widow  of  Elijah  Parker,  were  living  in  1870.  There 
were  no  children  from  Mary  (Polly)  Covey’s  second  marriage.  She  is 
buried  in  the  New  Hermon  Cemetery,  not  far  from  the  farm  on  which  she 
lived  with  her  son. 

4.  Catherine  Covey  was  born  November  30,  1810,  and  died  March 
17,  1880.  On  August  8,  1833,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  she  married 
Thomas  M.  Walsh,  whose  birth  and  death  dates  are  not  known  by  the 
writer.  On  a  date,  likewise  unknown  to  the  writer,  this  couple  settled  in 
Cotton  Ridge,  McNary  County,  Tennessee,  where  all  of  their  seven  chil¬ 
dren  were  born  and  where  on  May  15,  1853,  the  father  died.  After 
Thomas  M.  Walsh’s  death,  his  widow,  Catherine  Covey  Walsh,  married 
Henry  T.  Stevens.  No  children  were  born  to  this  marriage.  In  1859  the 
family  moved  to  Hollywood,  near  Arkadelphia,  in  Clark  County,  Arkansas, 
where  Catherine  Covey  (Walsh)  Stevens  is  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave. 

5.  Joseph  and  Rosanah  Barringer  Covey’s  first  four  children  were 
girls.  When  the  fifth  child  arrived  and  was  a  boy,  the  parents  were  so 
pleased  that  they  gave  him  the  name  of  Welcome  Boy!  He  was  usually 
known  as  Welk  Covey.  A  nephew,  named  Welcome  Junius,  carried  the 
title  of  Little  Welk.  Welcome  Boy  Covey  was  born  March  6,  1813,  and  died 
June  24,  1880.  He  was  the  last  of  the  children  to  be  born  before  the  Covey 
family  moved  from  Montgomery  County,  Virginia,  to  Franklin  County, 
Tennessee.  John  Nap  Covey  II  has  told  the  following  story  on  his  great- 
uncle. 

“When  Welcome  Boy  Covey  was  a  youngster,  one  of  his  pleasures  was 
to  go  out  in  the  woods  at  night,  build  up  a  big  fire,  fix  a  comfortable  seat  in 
front  of  it,  and  spend  the  evening  whittling  and  visiting  with  his  faithful 
companion,  his  dog  Rover.  One  evening  his  sister  Elizabeth  (Aunt 
Betsy)  decided  she  would  scare  him  so  he  would  quit  going  out  there. 
She  wrapped  herself  in  a  white  sheet  and  crept  toward  the  fire.  He  saw  the 
‘ghost,’  kept  whittling,  but  would  glance  toward  the  sheet  that  was  ad¬ 
vancing.  Finally,  he  ordered  Rover  to  take  charge.  Aunt  Betsy  lost  no 
time  in  getting  out  from  behind  that  sheet.  That  was  the  one  and  only  time 
anyone  disturbed  him.” 

On  June  30,  1837,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  Welcome  Boy 
Covey  married  Martha  J.  Proby,  whose  birth  date  is  not  known  but  who 
died  April  9,  1855.  She  was  buried  in  an  unmarked  grave  near  Bentonville, 
Arkansas,  to  which  the  family  had  moved  in  1841.  The  first  two  children, 
Hopkins  Turner  and  Joseph  Peterson  Covey,  who  later  served  in  the 
Confederate  Army,  were  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee;  the  others, 
Mary  B.,  Corneley  Verus,  Sarah  Isabel,  William  Stuart,  John  Galbreaith, 
and  Richard  Williams  Covey,  were  born  in  Bentonville,  Arkansas.  After 
remaining  a  widower  for  more  than  two  years,  Welcome  Boy  Covey 
married  a  widow,  Mrs.  Nancy  Kelly,  on  August  18,  1857.  No  children 
were  born  to  this  union. 

Welcome  Boy  Covey  was  a  minister  of  the  Church  of  Christ  and  an 
excellent  wood  workman.  He  is  credited  with  making  the  first  bedsteads  in 
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Bentonville.  He  was  left  handed.  He  was  buried  in  Bethel  Cemetery,  about 
three  miles  south  of  Gravette,  in  Benton  County,  Arkansas.  He  had  moved 
his  family  to  a  farm  about  a  mile  east  of  Gravette  in  1856. 

6.  John  Nap  Covey  I,  Joseph  Covey’s  posthumous  son,  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  February  20,  1815,  and  died  in  Benton 
County,  Arkansas,  June  3,  1897.  On  October  18,  1838,  he  married 
Martha  Holmes  Farrar,  who  was  the  third  of  twelve  children.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  (Jack)  and  Elizabeth  Harris  Farrar  and  the  sister  of 
James  Franklin  Farrar,  who  married  1)  Becky  Floyd  and  2)  Sarah  Jane 
Parker,  as  related  in  Chapter  VIII.  The  Farrar  stock  is  said  to  have  put  a 
lot  of  red  heads  and  red  whiskers  into  the  descendants  of  John  Nap  Covey 
I.  The  children  born  to  this  union  were  as  follows: 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Covey  {Harmon) ,  who  was  born  August  21,  1839, 
James  Reagor  Covey,  who  was  born  November  28,  1840, 

Welcome  Junius  Covey,  who  was  born  October  11,  1842, 

Mary  Katherine  Covey  (Patton),  who  was  born  January  18,  1846, 
Rosanah  Ransom  Covey  (Wilson),  who  was  born  April  2,  1848, 
Jacob  Granville  Covey,  who  was  born  May  10,  1850, 

Henrietta  Tennessee  Covey  (Penick),  who  was  born  June  12,  1853, 
John  Henry  Dean  Covey,  who  was  born  May  5,  1856,  and 
Joseph  Dow  Covey,  who  was  born  June  11,  1863. 

The  first  six  children  were  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  the  seventh 
in  Bentonville,  Arkansas,  and  the  last  two  near  Gravette,  Arkansas.  It  is 
in  the  Bethel  Cemetery,  three  miles  south  of  Gravette,  that  John  Nap  and 
Martha  Holmes  Farrar  Covey  are  buried.  John  Nap  Covey  I  outlived  his 
first  wife  by  almost  seventeen  years.  Meanwhile  he  married  Mrs.  Susan 
Johnson. 

In  1960  John  Nap  Covey  II  contributed  this  story: 

When  my  grandparents,  John  Nap  Covey  I  and  Martha  Farrar  Covey, 
with  their  eight-year-old  son,  Joseph  Dow  Covey,  made  a  visit  to  Bedford 
County  in  1871,  they  had  been  away  from  there  twenty  years.  They  had  a  good 
team  and  made  the  trip  in  much  shorter  time  than  their  move  to  Benton 
County,  Arkansas,  with  oxen  in  1851.  They  arrived  unannounced  at  the  foot  of 
a  hill  on  top  of  which  was  the  home  of  Grandfather’s  favorite  sister,  Betsy 
Reagor.  He  climbed  out  of  the  wagon  and  went  up  to  the  house  unaccompanied. 
It  was  early  autumn,  but  he  found  Aunt  Betsy,  seated  on  the  back  porch,  churn¬ 
ing.  He  did  not  identify  himself  but  told  her  he  was  traveling  through  the  coun¬ 
try  and  wanted  to  get  some  feed  for  his  horses.  She  made  many  excuses.  One  I 
recall  was  that  it  had  been  a  poor  crop  year  and  she  didn’t  have  any  feed  to 
spare.  In  the  mean  time,  he  sat  on  the  edge  of  the  porch  with  his  back  to  one  of 
the  posts.  The  conversation  finally  drifted  to  her  family.  She  told  him  she  had 
two  brothers,  but  they  moved  to  Arkansas  many  years  before.  After  he  had 
asked  all  the  questions  that  he  dared  without  getting  her  too  curious,  he  finally 
asked  her  if  she  would  know  either  of  the  brothers  should  she  see  them.  She 
opened  her  eyes  wide,  turned  loose  of  the  churn,  and  fell  off  her  chair  into  his 
arms  with  the  remark,  “You  are  my  brother  John.”  After  she  had  recovered 
from  her  shock,  she  said  to  him,  “John,  I  have  plenty  of  feed  for  your  horses.” 
My  father  was  too  far  from  the  house  to  witness  the  meeting,  but  he  always 
enjoyed  telling  me  about  it. 
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On  June  24,  1886,  Joseph  Dow  Covey  married  Mary  (Mollie) 
Addington,  who  was  born  October  5,  1862,  and  died  February  13,  1942. 
Joseph  Dow  Covey  had  died  earlier,  on  June  2,  1933.  They  are  buried  in 
Roselawn  Memorial  Park,  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas.  It  was  their  oldest  son, 
John  Nap  Covey  II,  from  whom  most  of  the  information  on  the  Covey  and 
Barringer  families  was  obtained. 

In  1937,  when  John  Nap  Covey  II  visited  in  Flat  Creek,  he  was 
approached  by  Kindred  Reagor,  a  grandson  of  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Covey 
Reagor.  These  are  the  words  of  John  Nap  Covey  II:  “When  I  was  back 
there,  an  old  man,  named  Kenneth  [Kindred]  Reagor,  came  up  to  see 
me  and  asked  what  relationship  I  was  to  Dow  Covey.  What  a  surprise!  I 
asked  him  how  he  knew  Dow  Covey.  He  said  he  was  six  years  old  when 
his  Uncle  John  and  Aunt  Martha  and  Dow  visited  Bedford  County  in 
1871  and  that  he  and  Dow  played  together.  He  recalled  their  cutting  their 
initials  in  a  log  in  one  of  his  mother’s  buildings.” 

John  Nap  Covey  II,  born  April  30,  1887,  is  one  of  a  number  of  dis¬ 
tant  relatives — in  blood  as  well  as  mileage — who  have  responded  gener¬ 
ously  to  the  writer’s  request  for  information.  Like  many  others  whose 
ancestors  never  reached  Flat  Creek  or  who  left  the  community  more  than  a 
hundred  years  ago,  “Cousin  Nap”  is  one  whom  all  his  relatives  in  Flat 
Creek  or  elsewhere  should  be  pleased  to  “claim  kin.”  He  has  the  distinction 
of  having  become  in  1905  the  youngest  bank  cashier  in  the  history  of 
Arkansas.  In  1961  at  seventy-four,  in  excellent  health  and  strength  with 
fifty-eight  years  of  banking  experience  behind  him,  he  was  bidding  fair  to 
making  a  record  among  the  bankers  of  Missouri  for  length  of  service. 
Concerning  his  trip  to  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  in  1937,  he  had  also  this  to 
say: 

“I  will  have  to  tell  you  about  an  incident  that  happened  in  the  Flat 
Creek  country  when  I  was  there  in  1937.  I  noticed  the  folks  talked  very 
easily,  very  soft,  and  omitted  some  of  their  letters,  especially  the  letter,  R. 
Finally  some  of  the  younger  members  told  me,  ‘Cousin  Nap,  you  talk  so 
funny.’  It  had  not  occurred  to  me  that  my  way  of  talking  was  as  interesting 
to  them  as  theirs  was  to  me.  I  talk  like  all  those  Ozark  Mountain  folks, 
which  is  quite  different  to  my  Tennessee  relatives.” 

On  October  27,  1960,  John  Nap  Covey  II  added  the  following  in  a 
letter:  “I  just  happened  to  think  of  another  item  of  interest.  John  Nap 
Covey  I  had  perhaps  44  grandchildren  from  his  9  children.  Living  near  the 
Oklahoma  line,  they  were  associated  with  members  of  the  Cherokee  Indian 
Tribe.  I  think  there  were  7  of  these  grandchildren  married  people  of 
Indian  blood.  None  of  the  seven  were  ‘full  bloods’  but  had  sufficient  blood 
to  be  enrolled  as  members  of  that  tribe.” 

In  September,  1961,  after  most  of  the  above  was  already  in  final 
draft,  the  Benton  County  Pioneer,  a  monthly  publication  of  the  Benton 
County  Historical  Society,  carried  more  than  six  pages  (9-15)  on  the 
Covey  family,  featuring  particularly  the  three  generations — John  Nap 
Covey  (I)  the  pioneer,  Joseph  Dow  Covey,  and  John  Nap  Covey  II. 
These  sketches  and  narratives  by  Clara  B.  Kennan  indicate  the  important 
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part  which  the  Covey  family  has  played  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  of 
Arkansas. 

On  September  14,  1911,  in  Benton  County,  Arkansas,  John  Nap 
Covey  II  married  Ona  Frances  Highfill,  who  was  born  August  10,  1888. 
Their  two  children  are  John  Nap  Covey  III,  born  May  17,  1914,  and  Ona 
Sue  Covey,  born  July  23,  1922.  John  Nap  Covey  III  married  1)  Zelma 
Humble  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  Paul  Arthur  and  James  David, 
before  her  death,  and  2)  Ruth  Devero  by  whom  he  had  three  children — 
Mark,  Dolores,  and  Carleen.  Ona  Sue  Covey  married  Irvin  Lee  Sparks 
and  became  the  mother  of  Lawrence  Craig  and  Susan  Denise  Sparks. 
John  Nap  Covey  IPs  first  great-grandchild,  Julie  Ann  Covey,  was  born 
July  23,  1958,  the  daughter  of  Paul  Arthur  Covey  who  had  married 
Barbara  McCrosky. 


Chapter  VIII 

THE  PARKERS  AND  HOWARDS 


The  Parker  name  is  said  to  have  had  its  origin  in  the  days  when  names 
were  taken  from  occupations,  the  Parkers  being  those  who  kept  the  park, 
or  king’s  garden.  The  writer  has  had  very  little  success  in  connecting  his 
own  Parker  ancestors  with  those  of  earlier  years.  A  trip  to  Spartanburg, 
South  Carolina,  in  search  of  records  of  Parker  ancestors  was  unsuccessful. 
The  earliest  known  Parker  ancestor  was  Joseph  Parker  who  died  some¬ 
where  in  South  Carolina,  thought  to  have  been  in  the  general  vicinity  of 
Spartanburg,  before  the  birth  of  his  son  Joseph.  The  younger  Joseph 
Parker  was  born  February  28,  1805. 

The  United  States  Census  Report  of  1790  lists  two  Joseph  Parkers  in 
Abbeville  County,  South  Carolina;  but  as  the  Abbeville  County  records 
were  destroyed  by  a  courthouse  fire  in  1872,  no  way  has  been  found  to 
determine  if  either  of  these  was  our  Joseph  Parker  who  died  in  1804  or  in 
early  1805.  Until  such  time  as  better  connection  with  the  past  can  be  made, 
there  seems  no  alternative  to  beginning  with  this  Joseph  Parker  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth  Guiton  Parker,  who  died  six  years  after  the  birth  of  their 
son  Joseph.  Due  to  the  fact  that  the  Census  Report  of  1790  carries  the 
names  of  three  Guiton  families  in  nearby  Union  County,  South  Carolina, 
inquiry  was  made  there  to  determine  if  any  of  these  could  have  been 
Elizabeth  Guiton  Parker’s  father.  No  proof  of  such  is  indicated  by  available 
records. 

According  to  family  records,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Guiton  Parker  had 
two  children  in  addition  to  their  son  Joseph.  They  were  Aaron  G.  and 
Hannah  Parker.  Aaron  G.  Parker,  who  married  Mary  Woodruff,  had  five 
children,  Betsy,  Mary  Ellen,  Martha,  William,  and  Jane.  Jane  Parker 
married  Benjamin  Boone,  grandson  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin  Boone  who 
was  among  the  early  settlers  of  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  Benjamin  and 
Jane  Parker  Boone  lived  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community,  of  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee.  More  about  them  is  found  in  Chapter  III  in  the  section,  Boone 
Relatives  and  Neighbors.  If  unconfirmed  reports  are  true  that  Parker 
relatives  once  lived  on  Sand  Mountain  in  North  Alabama,  they  must  have 
been  the  family  of  William  Parker,  son  of  Aaron  G.  and  Mary  Woodruff 
Parker.  Hannah  Parker,  the  other  child  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Guiton 
Parker,  is  said  to  have  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Smith  and  to  have 
gone  with  him  to  settle  in  Texas. 

Joseph  Parker  ( 1805-1885 ) 

His  obituary,  written  by  the  Reverend  John  E.  Frost,  verifies  the  birth 
of  Joseph  Parker  in  South  Carolina  on  February  28,  1805.  Nothing  is 
known  about  his  childhood,  except  that  his  father  died  before  he  was  born 
and  that  his  mother  died  when  he  was  six  years  of  age.  His  obituary  also 
gives  1820  as  the  year  he  moved  to  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  It  is  not 
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likely  that  this  move  took  place  in  1819,  as  recorded  in  Goodspeed’s  His¬ 
tory  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in  the  biographical  section  under  the 
subject,  Isaiah  Parker,  son  of  Joseph  Parker.  The  Census  Report  of  1820 
for  Lincoln  County  lists  Aaron  Parker  as  living  alone,  except  for  one  slave. 
Aaron  Parker  and  the  slave  probably  came  earlier  than  the  remainder  of 
the  family  to  make  preparations  for  the  others  to  come  in  the  latter  part  of 
1820. 

In  1 820,  when  Joseph  Parker  came  to  Lincoln  County,  he  was  fifteen 
years  of  age.  Five  years  later,  in  1825,  according  to  his  obituary,  he  joined 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  at  Shiloh,  being  baptized  by  Elder  Benjamin 
Walker.  This  church  was  later  on  Tucker’s  Creek  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  Lincoln  County  within  the  general  vicinity  of  Kelso.  It  is  assumed  that 
the  original  location  was  within  reasonable  distance  of  the  home  of  Joseph 
Parker’s  brother  Aaron  on  Dukes  Creek.  The  story  is  told  that  Joseph 
Parker  rode  a  mule  from  his  brother’s  home  to  work  on  William  Howard’s 
farm  on  Tucker  Creek. 

On  February  17,  1828,  Joseph  Parker  married  William  Howard’s 
daughter,  Faner.  Faner  Howard  Parker,  according  to  her  obituary,  like¬ 
wise  written  by  the  Reverend  John  E.  Frost,  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
August  22,  1812,  and  died  August  12,  1859,  near  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee, 
after  twelve  months  of  intense  pain.  She  had  joined  the  Primitive  Baptist 
Church  at  Flat  Creek  in  the  fall  of  1850.  According  to  William  Howard’s 
will  ( Lincoln  County  Will  Book  A,  p.  117),  Faner  Parker  was  his  youngest 
daughter  to  whom  he  bequeathed  a  Negro  girl. 

On  November  3,  1828,  eight-and-one-half  months  after  he  married 
and  about  five  years  before  he  purchased  land  in  Bedford  County,  Joseph 
Parker  bought  a  farm  of  450  acres  from  Samuel  Young  ( Lincoln  County 
Deed  Book  H-l,  p.  236).  On  October  23,  of  the  next  year,  he  resold  this 
land  to  Samuel  Young.  This  farm  was  described  as  being  on  Robbins  Creek 
— Robinson’s  Creek,  no  doubt — within  the  same  general  area  as  where  his 
brother,  Aaron  Parker,  and  his  father-in-law,  William  Howard,  lived. 

Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker  appear  to  have  continued  living 
in  Lincoln  County  until  they  moved  to  the  headwaters  of  Big  Flat  Creek, 
in  Bedford  County.  On  October  7,  1833,  Joseph  Parker,  then  living  in 
Lincoln  County,  paid  $800  to  William  Burdett,  of  Bedford  County,  for 
ninty-six  acres  of  land  on  a  small  stream,  known  as  Rainey’s  Branch  (head¬ 
waters  of  Big  Flat  Creek).  Peter  Rainey  and  Joseph  Parker’s  brother-in- 
law,  William  Boone,  witnessed  Burdett’s  “mark”  on  the  deed.  Though  addi¬ 
tional  land  was  acquired,  it  appears  that  the  original  ninety-six  acres 
contained  the  home  site  on  which  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker  lived 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  The  exact  date  of  their  removal  to  their 
new  home  is  not  known;  but  it  probably  took  place  near  the  Second 
Saturday  of  February,  1834,  when  according  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Primi¬ 
tive  Baptist  Church  at  Shiloh,  Joseph  Parker  was  granted  a  letter  of  dis¬ 
missal.  No  doubt,  the  coming  of  the  Parkers  to  their  new  location  was 
influenced  by  its  nearness  to  the  home  of  Faner  Howard’s  sister,  Sally 
Howard  Boone,  wife  of  William  Boone. 

Rainey’s  Branch  is  now  known  as  Parker  Branch,  and  the  road  which 
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parallels  much  of  its  course  is  known  as  “Possum  Trot  Road.”  The  home  in 
which  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker  reared  their  family  has  been 
replaced  by  one  in  which  Glen  O.  Allen  lived  in  1960.  Three  of  the  Parker 
children,  William,  Isaiah,  and  Mary,  and  possibly  Elizabeth,  were  born  in 
Lincoln  County,  before  the  family  moved  to  its  permanent  location  where 
the  remaining  children  were  born.  For  a  long  time  most  of  the  children 
lived  within  a  few  miles  of  this  home. 

Although  the  census  reports  list  Joseph  Parker  as  a  farmer,  he  is 
depicted  in  his  obituary  as  a  lay  preacher  who  was  ordained  about  1861  by 
the  Primitive  Baptist  Church  at  Flat  Creek,  which  he  joined  by  letter  from 
the  church  at  Shiloh  in  1834.  He  was  called  “Elder  Joseph  Parker,”  as  was 
customary  for  Primitive  Baptist  ministers.  The  Minutes  of  the  church  at 
Shiloh  indicate  that  Joseph  Parker  assisted  Elder  J.  E.  Frost  in  a  service  at 
that  church  in  June,  1865. 

Mrs.  Zula  Parker  Bearden,  James  B.  (Dock)  Parker’s  daughter,  re¬ 
called  in  1959  that  her  grandfather,  Joseph  Parker,  “was  often  available  in 
the  pulpit  in  the  dear  Old  Baptist  Church  in  the  cedars  up  the  lane  from 
Foster  and  Edna  Farrar’s.”  She,  of  course,  referred  to  the  first  Primitive 
Baptist  Church  at  Flat  Creek  which  was  in  the  location  later  known  as 
“Negro  Town.” 

In  a  letter,  Cousin  Zula  had  this  to  say  about  her  grandfather’s  family: 

.  .  all  members  of  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  where  the  father  often 
filled  the  pulpit  and  the  most  treasured  memory  is  going  on  Fourth  Satur¬ 
day  and  Sunday  to  the  Old  Baptist  Church,  where  a  lane  led  up  through 
the  cedars  to  the  dear  old  church  and  dear  old  Brother  Frost  was  the 
preacher.  ...  I  recall  the  last  days  of  Aunt  Liz  Harris,  sitting  near  the 
pulpit  with  her  hearing  aid  (an  old  fashioned  ear  trumpet)  to  hear  the 
sermon.  .  .  .  One  big  highlight  of  Grandpa  Parker’s  life  was  when  four 
granddaughters  were  born  within  a  month — Lizzie  Gammill,  born  Christ¬ 
mas  Day,  Lottie  Gammill,  also  born  during  Christmas  Week,  I,  Zula,  born 
January  22nd.  [1879],  and  Grace  Kingree,  born  in  February.  Grace  died 
at  14  years  of  age.  We  went  to  school  together  at  New  Hermon.  I’ve  always 
missed  her  so  much.” 

The  Reverend  John  E.  Frost  stated  in  Joseph  Parker’s  obituary  that 
there  were  sixteen  children  in  the  Parker  family,  thirteen  who  lived  to 
maturity  but  only  seven  of  whom  were  living  at  the  time  of  their  father’s 
death  on  April  17,  1885.  Attempts  to  locate  Joseph  Parker’s  family  Bible 
have  not  been  successful.  It  may  have  been  destroyed  by  the  fire  which 
destroyed  the  home  of  his  son,  Joseph  Guiton  Parker.  The  Census  Report 
of  1880  shows  that  this  son  was  the  last  to  remain  in  his  father’s  home.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  Parker  family  may  have  failed  to  keep  a  family  record 
just  as  they  failed  to  have  inscriptions  placed  on  their  grave  stones.  Cousin 
Zula  says  they  never  had  pictures  made  but  preferred  to  pass  out  of 
memory. 

The  Children  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker 

Bible  records  and  tombstone  inscriptions  of  descendants  and  other 
relatives,  census  reports,  and  family  reports  which  seem  reliable  have 
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enabled  the  writer  to  determine  the  order  of  the  births  of  the  thirteen 
children  who  lived  to  maturity  as  follows:  William,  Isaiah,  Mary,  Elizabeth, 
Rachel,  John  Benjamin,  Sarah,  Rhoda,  James  Barxdell  (Dock),  Candice, 
Frances  (Fannie)  May,  Joseph  Guiton,  and  Antoinnette  (Nettie).  Com¬ 
plete  records  are  lacking,  however,  particularly  for  the  nine  children  who 
died  prior  to  their  father’s  death.  From  such  sources  as  have  been  available, 
information  has  been  compiled  from  brief  sketches  on  each  of  the  thirteen 
children  whose  names  are  known. 

1.  William  Parker,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  was  born 
in  1829.  Very  little  is  known  about  him  except  that  he  died  as  a  young 
man  and  that  he  had  not  married.  Thurston  Farrar,  one  of  his  nephews, 
reported  in  1960  that  William  Parker  died  from  pneumonia  due  to  exposure 
from  rescuing  a  boy  from  drowning.  He  was  at  that  time  a  teacher.  His 
death  probably  occurred  before  1860,  as  his  name  has  not  been  found  in 
the  census  reports  for  that  year.  It  is  assumed  that  he  is  buried  in  the 
Parker  Family  Cemetery,  back  of  the  old  home  place  on  “Possum  Trot 
Road.” 

2.  Isaiah  Parker,  second  child  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker, 
according  to  his  own  Bible  record  as  well  as  to  the  inscription  on  his  tomb¬ 
stone  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  was  born  June  5, 
1830,  and  died  September  8,  1904.  On  January  17,  1864,  he  married 
Mary  Ann  Rosier,  who  was  born  April  8,  1843,  and  died  December  2, 
1919.  Although  she  is  reported  to  have  been  buried  at  the  side  of  her 
husband,  no  inscription  so  indicates.  Over  a  period  of  years,  Isaiah  Parker 
acquired  large  tracts  of  land  which  he  distributed  among  his  children,  en¬ 
tailing  it  to  his  grandchildren.  One  such  tract  was  purchased  in  1895 
from  the  heirs  of  T.  S.  Word,  whose  will  was  proved  on  September  10, 
1894,  and  provided  that  this  land  should  be  held  during  her  life  by  his 
widow,  Martha  Jane  Word,  second  wife  of  T.  S.  Word  and  widow  of  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Gilliland.  Isaiah  Parker  was  three  years  younger  than  the 
sixty-eight-year-old  widow;  but  she  survived  him  by  nine  years,  making  it 
necessary  for  his  heirs  to  wait  eighteen  years  after  the  purchase  before 
claiming  their  rights  to  the  land.  Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier  Parker  lived  on 
the  Goose  Creek  Road  on  land  owned  in  1962  by  one  of  their  great- 
great-nephews,  Kelley  Reagor  Hix.  They  had  eight  children — Charles 
George,  Brunette,  Albert  Frierson,  Edward  Cooper,  Joseph  Guiton, 
Fizzie  Mearks,  Dora  May,  and  Willie  Parker  of  whom  brief  sketches 
follow.  Most  of  the  dates  have  come  from  the  family  Bible,  but  others 
were  obtained  from  tombstones  and  from  Bedford  County  marriage 
records. 

Charles  ( Charlie )  George  Parker  was  born  December  2,  1864,  and 
died  August  1,  1913.  On  June  10,  1894,  he  married  Mollie  Reagor  Sutton, 
widow  of  Will  Sutton.  She  was  born  December  28,  1866,  and  died 
March  15,  1952.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  Their  children 
were  Isaiah  Parker,  who  had  a  U.  S.  Navy  career,  was  married  and 
divorced  without  children;  and  Mary  Reagor  Parker,  who  married  W. 
Clinton  Rucker. 

Brunette  Parker,  second  child  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier  Parker,  was 
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born  June  15,  1867,  and  died  February  23,  1941.  On  January  28,  1894, 
she  married  A.  Walter  Johnson,  who  was  born  in  1860  and  died  in  1936. 
They  had  no  children.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat 
Creek. 

Albert  Frierson  Parker,  third  child  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier  Parker, 
was  born  April  17,  1870,  and  died  November  25,  1943.  On  September  14, 
1892,  he  married  Otha  Stanfield,  who  was  born  in  1875  and  died  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1906.  Their  three  children  were  Lucile  Parker,  who  never  married; 
William  Rex  Parker,  who  married  in  California  a  girl  whose  first  name  was 
Alta;  and  Johnson  Parker,  who  married  Kate  Whorley.  Albert  Frierson 
and  Otha  Stanfield  Parker  were  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery. 

Edward  Cooper  Parker,  fourth  child  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier 
Parker,  was  bom  December  5,  1873,  and  died  April  11,  1961.  On  May  2, 
1895,  he  married  Myrtle  Enochs,  who  was  born  February  21,  1877,  and 
died  August  8,  1954.  Edward  Cooper  and  Myrtle  Enochs  Parker  are  buried 
in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  near  the  graves  of  her  parents,  Dr.  M.  A.  L.  and 
Elizabeth  Enochs.  Edward  Cooper  and  Myrtle  Enochs  Parker’s  children 
are  William  Parker,  who  married  Annie  Deery  Lee;  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Parker,  who  married  George  D.  Harrison. 

Joseph  Guiton  Parker,  fifth  child  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier  Parker, 
whose  name  was  the  same  as  an  uncle’s,  was  born  August  21,  1876,  and 
died  April  7,  1960.  On  September  12,  1899,  he  married  Ermine  Pearson, 
who  was  born  April  4,  1876,  and  was  living  in  1962.  Their  children  are 
Irene  Parker,  who  married  John  Haynes;  Horace  Price  Parker,  who  died 
young;  and  Josephine  Parker,  who  married  Julius  Huffman.  Horace  Price 
Parker  and  his  father  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery. 

Lizzie  Mearks  Parker,  sixth  child  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier  Parker, 
was  born  December  27,  1878,  and  was  living  in  1962.  On  November  24, 
1897,  she  married  William  Amos  Gammill,  who  was  born  March  4,  1871, 
and  died  May  2,  1951.  He  is  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  Their  children 
are  Parker  Gammill,  who  had  not  married  in  1962;  Christine  Gammill, 
who  married  H.  S.  (Rache)  Gunn;  and  Wilma  Gammill,  who  married 
Boyer  Smoot. 

Dora  May  Parker,  seventh  child  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier  Parker, 
was  born  June  10,  1881,  and  died  October  17,  1892.  She  is  buried  in  the 
Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery. 

Willie  Parker,  eighth  and  last  child  of  Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier  Parker, 
was  born  December  23,  1884,  and  died  December  29,  1955.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1903,  she  married  William  Bibb  Pearson,  who  was  born  in  1881 
and  died  in  1937.  Each  is  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  Their  children 
are  Whitmore,  Alberta,  Harry  Jackson,  Edward,  Daire,  and  Neal  Pearson. 
William  Bibb  Pearson  was  a  brother  of  Ermine  Pearson,  who  married 
Willie  Parker’s  brother,  Joseph  Guiton  Parker. 

3.  Mary  Parker,  the  third  known  child  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard 
Parker,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1860,  was  born  in  1832,  while 
her  parents  still  lived  in  Lincoln  County.  Her  husband  was  Little  Berry 
Logan,  who  was  born  May  31,  1827,  and  died  November  26,  1908,  accord¬ 
ing  to  his  monument  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery.  He  was  Captain  of  a 
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company  of  soldiers  in  which  his  brother-in-law,  George  A.  Reagor,  en¬ 
listed.  This  company,  at  first  known  as  “Capt.  Littleberry  Logan’s  Com¬ 
pany  Tennessee  Volunteers,”  subsequently  became  Company  K,  41st 
Regiment  Tennessee  Infantry.  The  date  of  this  Parker-Logan  marriage  is 
not  known;  but  since  Mary  Parker  was  not  listed  in  her  parents’  home  in  the 
Census  Report  of  1850  and  since  a  daughter,  Faner  Logan,  was  born  in 
1850,  it  is  assumed  that  they  were  married  in  1849  or  earlier.  The  date  of 
Mary  Parker  Logan’s  death  is  likewise  unknown;  but  since  her  name  is 
included  in  the  1870  Census  Report,  the  conclusion  is  that  it  followed  that 
date.  There  is  an  unverified  report  that  she  died  from  cholera  during  a 
siege  of  that  disease  which  took  her  brother  John  Benjamin  Parker  on 
August  5,  1873.  No  inscribed  monument  has  been  found  to  identify  Mary 
Logan  Parker’s  place  of  burial;  and  there  is  no  indication  that  she  is  buried 
at  the  side  of  her  husband,  Little  Berry  Logan,  who  remained  a  widower 
for  about  thirty-five  years.  It  is  probable  that  she  was  buried  in  the  Parker 
Family  Cemetery,  back  of  the  homestead,  where  there  are  a  number  of 
markers  without  inscriptions. 

Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker  Logan  had  seven  children — Faner, 
William,  Reuben,  Jennie,  Nannie  J.,  Christopher  (Chris),  and  May  Logan. 
From  available  information  a  brief  sketch  of  each  is  presented. 

Faner  Logan,  first  child  of  Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker  Logan, 
according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1870,  was  born  in  1850.  The  date  of  her 
death  is  not  information  which  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer.  On 
an  unknown  date  after  1870,  she  married  J.  R.  (Babe)  Norville.  They  are 
buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery  in  Shelby ville,  Tennessee.  They  had  no 
children. 

William  Logan,  second  child  of  Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker  Logan, 
according  to  the  1870  Census  Report,  was  born  in  1852.  While  a  young 
man,  he  shot  himself  with  a  rifle.  He  did  not  marry. 

Reuben  Logan,  third  child  of  Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker  Logan, 
was  born  March  28,  1854,  and  died  August  31,  1893.  At  a  date  not  known 
by  the  writer,  he  married  Mattie  Broadaway,  who  was  born  in  1867  and 
died  in  1934.  They  are  buried  in  the  Tally  Cemetery,  near  Petersburg, 
Tennessee,  where  their  monuments  provide  their  birth  and  death  dates. 
Their  children  are  Irene  Logan,  who  married  C.  D.  McCrory;  Addie 
Logan,  who  did  not  marry;  and  Juranda  Logan,  who  married  Bertha 
McCrory. 

Jennie  Logan,  fourth  child  of  Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker  Logan, 
was  buried  in  the  Parker  Family  Cemetery  where  there  was  erected  to 
her  memory  the  only  monument  with  an  inscription.  She  was  born 
February  14,  1858,  and  died  April  21,  1882.  She  had  been  married  to  Bill 
Stacy.  They  had  one  son,  Levert  Stacy,  who  grew  up  in  his  Grandfather 
Logan’s  home. 

Nannie  J.  Logan,  fifth  child  of  Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker  Logan, 
according  to  census  record  was  born  in  1860.  She  is  reported  to  have 
married  Ike  Allen.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery  in  Shelby- 
ville.  They  are  reported  to  have  had  three  children — Hayton,  Lucius, 
and  Art  Allen. 
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Christopher  Logan,  known  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  as  “Chris” 
Logan,  was  the  sixth  child  of  Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker  Logan.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Census  Report  of  1870,  he  was  born  in  1863.  He  is  buried  in 
Willow  Mount  Cemetery  in  Shelbyville.  He  did  not  marry. 

May  Logan,  seventh  and  last  child  of  Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker 
Logan,  according  to  census  record,  was  born  in  1868.  She  married  Lee 
Parks.  It  is  reported  by  relatives  that  they  are  buried  in  St.  Louis  and  that 
they  had  only  one  child — Hugh  Parks. 

4.  Elizabeth  Parker,  fourth  child  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard 
Parker,  was  known  generally  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  as  Lizzie  or 
Liz.  She  was  born  March  18,  1834,  a  short  while  after  her  parents  are 
thought  to  have  moved  from  Lincoln  County  to  the  home  where  they  lived 
for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  She  died  at  Flat  Creek  on  April  10,  1913, 
and  was  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  According  to  Reagor  family 
records,  she  was  first  married  in  September,  1853,  to  George  Allen  Reagor, 
who  was  born  May  20,  1830,  and  died  March  18,  1862.  His  death  took 
place  in  the  home  of  his  parents,  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor, 
as  the  result  of  an  illness  contracted  while  in  the  service  of  the  Confederacy 
at  Bowling  Green,  Kentucky.  He  was  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard,  near 
Flat  Creek.  On  July  28,  1867,  after  having  remained  a  widow  for  more 
than  five  years,  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor  married  John  Neel  Harris,  a 
widower  with  two  children,  Etta  and  James  Harris.  John  Neel  Harris  was 
born  May  17,  1824,  and  died  January  31,  1895.  He  was  buried  in  the  Old 
Flat  Creek  Cemetery.  His  first  wife  was  Martha  Stephens. 

As  Elizabeth  Parker  was  the  great-grandmother  of  the  writer,  the  next 
section  of  this  chapter  provides  a  more  detailed  sketch  of  her.  More  in¬ 
formation  about  her  is  found  also  in  Chapter  V  in  the  section,  George 
Allen  Reagor.  A  brief  sketch  of  the  children  of  George  Allen  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Parker  Reagor  follows. 

Mary  Ellen  Reagor,  first  child  of  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Parker 
Reagor,  was  born  November  8,  1854,  and  died  July  2,  1911.  On 
August  20,  1874,  she  married  Joshua  Wright  Frost,  who  was  born  April  26, 
1854,  and  died  December  31,  1931.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Ceme¬ 
tery.  They  were  the  writer’s  paternal  grandparents.  A  detailed  sketch  on 
them  is  found  in  Chapter  I  in  the  section,  Joshua  Wright  Frost,  which  also 
includes  information  on  their  children — Georgie  Reagor,  Herbert,  Eula 
May,  Roy,  Ollie  Lee,  Elizabeth  Dee,  Kelley  Irene,  Carl  Wright,  and  Mary 
Lillian  Frost. 

Sarah  Tennie  Reagor,  second  child  of  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth 
Parker  Reagor,  was  born  in  April,  1856,  and  died  in  January,  1858. 

Isaiah  S.  ( Zadie )  Reagor,  third  child  of  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth 
Parker  Reagor,  was  born  July  17,  1858,  and  died  November  1,  1908.  On 
October  13,  1881,  he  married  Sallie  Precilla  Roberts,  who  was  bom 
May  22,  1863,  and  died  October  26,  1946.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank 
Cemetery.  More  is  found  on  them  and  their  children — Ethel,  Leila,  Stella 
Mai,  George  Thomas,  and  Agatha — in  Chapter  V  in  the  section,  George 
Allen  Reagor. 

James  Joseph  Reagor,  fourth  child  of  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth 
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Parker  Reagor,  was  named  for  his  two  grandfathers,  James  Brock  Reagor 
and  Joseph  Parker.  He  was  born  in  May,  1860,  and  died  in  August,  of  the 
following  year. 

5.  Rachel  Parker,  fifth  child  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker, 
according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  was  born  in  1836.  A  family 
record,  submitted  by  a  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Lula  Clark  Gleaves,  gives 
March  30,  1852,  as  the  date  of  her  marriage  to  William  Ramsey  and 
March  15,  1862,  as  the  date  of  her  death.  Efforts  to  locate  Rachel  Parker 
Ramsey’s  grave  have  not  been  successful;  but  it  is  thought  that  she  was 
buried  near  either  Viola  in  Warren  County,  Tennessee,  or  Pelham  in 
Grundy  County.  After  her  death,  William  Ramsey  is  said  to  have  re¬ 
married  and  to  have  become  the  father  of  Samuel  Ramsey.  William  and 
Rachel  Parker  Ramsey’s  two  children  were  Jenny  and  Ann  Ramsey. 

Jenny  Ramsey  is  reported  to  have  married  A.  C.  Willis.  The  writer 
has  no  further  information  on  her,  and  it  is  assumed  that  she  had  no 
children. 

Ann  Ramsey  married  Isaac  M.  Clark.  To  them  were  born  Carl,  Lizzie, 
Jim,  Jennie,  Rufus,  Sallie,  Lula,  Josie,  and  Miller  Clark.  Lula  Clark 
married  Clyde  Reaves,  and  Josie  Clark  married  H.  B.  Bonner. 

6.  John  Benjamin  Parker  was  the  sixth  child  of  Joseph  and  Faner 
Howard  Parker  to  reach  maturity.  According  to  his  monument  in  the 
Shook  Graveyard,  he  was  born  July  1,  1837,  and  died  August  12,  1873; 
but  the  family  Bible  record  states  that  he  died  on  August  5,  1873,  and  that 
the  tombstone  record  is  incorrect.  It  is  reported  that  he  died  from  cholera 
during  a  siege  of  that  disease  which  took  also  his  sister,  Mary  Parker  Logan. 
On  January  26,  1864  according  to  family  records,  but  on  January  27,  by 
courthouse  records,  he  married  Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor,  daughter  of 
James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor.  Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor 
Parker  was  born  February  8,  1845,  married  at  nineteen  years  of  age,  and 
then  had  five  children  and  became  a  widow  in  less  than  ten  years.  She 
reared  her  family  and  remained  a  widow  for  more  than  fifty  years,  until 
her  death,  at  age  seventy-nine,  on  April  14,  1924.  She  is  buried  in  Rose- 
bank  Cemetery.  She  was  known  by  many  relatives  in  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity  as  “Aunt  Nan  Parker.”  Her  children,  whose  sketches  follow,  were 
Theodocia  (Dosia)  Tatum,  George  Franklin,  Sarah  Virginia,  Fannie  Lois, 
and  John  Beniamin  Parker,  Jr. 

Theodocia  (Dosia)  Tatum  Parker,  first  child  of  John  Benjamin  and 
Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor  Parker,  was  born  March  24,  1865,  and  died 
December  22,  1890.  On  September  23,  1884,  she  married  Albert  Abraham 
Ray,  who  was  born  November  30,  1861,  and  died  September  16,  1948. 
They  are  buried  in  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery.  Their  children  were  Alvin  S. 
Ray,  who  married  George  G.  Ellard  and  became  the  mother  of  Hilda  May, 
Estelle,  Rosanah,  Georgia  Margaret,  and  James  Albert  Ellard;  Ruby  Floy 
Ray,  who  married  Charley  B.  Whitaker  and  became  the  mother  of  Mac 
Ray  and  Gaynelle  Whitaker;  and  John  Ben  Ray,  who  married  Pattie 
Gilmore  and  became  the  father  of  Margaret  Louella,  Dorothy  Jane,  and 
Anne  Elizabeth  Ray. 

George  Franklin  Parker,  second  child  of  John  Benjamin  and  Rosanah 
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Margaret  Reagor  Parker,  was  bom  December  16,  1866,  and  died  April  10, 
1944.  On  October  1,  1891,  he  married  Sarah  Annie  Thomas,  who  was 
born  November  16,  1867,  and  died  in  1946.  They  are  buried  at  Wartrace, 
Tennessee.  To  them  were  born  Dosia  Kathryn  Parker,  who  died  without 
marrying  on  January  20,  1919;  John  Thomas  Parker,  who  died  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1918,  while  in  the  U.  S.  Army  in  France;  George  Franklin 
Parker,  Jr.,  who  married  Nina  Mac  Hughes,  became  the  father  of  Kather¬ 
ine  and  Emogene  Parker,  and  died  April  5,  1944;  and  William  B.  Parker, 
who  died  in  1937. 

Sarah  Virginia  Parker ,  third  child  of  John  Benjamin  and  Rosanah 
Margaret  Reagor  Parker,  was  born  February  3,  1868,  and  died  January  11, 
1944.  On  March  29,  1887,  she  married  Finis  Petway  Hix,  son  of  Joshua 
Morris  and  Sarah  Caroline  Parks  Hix,  who  was  born  April  3,  1857,  and 
died  February  10,  1944.  They  were  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery,  in 
Shelbyville,  Tennessee.  To  them  were  born  the  following  children:  Roy 
Newton  Hix,  who  married  Mary  Norton,  who  became  the  mother  of  Mary 
Norton,  Joseph  Newton,  and  Roy  N.  Hix;  Musa  Hix,  who  married  Cad 
Crunk  Bryant  but  had  no  children;  Iliff  John  Hix,  who  married  Jennie 
Chisolm  but  had  no  children;  Dosia  Hix,  who  married  Bruce  Bryan 
Brantley  and  became  the  mother  of  Virginia,  Martha,  Robert  Bruce,  and 
Katherine  Brantley;  Everett  Hix,  who  married  Gertrude  Glasscock  and 
became  the  father  of  William  L.  Hix;  and  Kellie  Virginia  Hix,  who  had 
not  married  in  1960. 

Fannie  Lois  Parker,  fourth  child  of  John  Benjamin  and  Rosanah 
Margaret  Reagor  Parker,  was  born  December  8,  1870,  and  died  June  20, 
1941.  On  May  15,  1894,  she  married  Joseph  Joshua  Hix,  son  of  William 
Stewart  (Bull)  and  Martha  Word  Hix.  He  was  born  January  5,  1868,  and 
died  June  7,  1951.  Joseph  Joshua  (Bud)  and  Fannie  Lois  Parker  Hix 
were  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  To  them  were  born  Demarquis 
(Marcus)  Brock  Hix,  who  married  Ela  Reagor,  daughter  of  Bibb  and  Lou 
Noblitt  Reagor;  Rosanah  Hix,  who  married  W.  F.  Wolfe;  William  Parker 
Hix,  who  married  Daisye  Mai  Wiley;  and  Helen  Reagor  Hix,  who  married 
Carl  Jordan  Hale. 

John  Benjamin  {Ben)  Parker,  Jr.,  was  the  fifth  child  of  John  Benjamin 
and  Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor  Parker.  He  was  born  August  5,  1873,  the 
day  his  father  died,  and  lived  until  July  25,  1933.  On  August  27,  1903,  he 
married  Grace  Bobo,  who  was  born  November  20,  1880,  and  was  living 
in  1962  in  the  house  in  which  Ben  Parker  was  born.  To  them  were  born 
Hugh  Leonard  Parker,  who  married  Maxine  Henderson;  Virginia,  who 
married  Ollie  Clyde  Landers;  and  Edwina  Parker,  who  married  Sam 
Parks  Rutledge. 

7.  Sarah  Jane  Parker,  seventh  child  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard 
Parker  to  reach  maturity,  was  born  April  15,  1839,  and  died  November  14, 
1921.  On  October  13,  1859,  she  married  James  Franklin  Farrar,  who  was 
born  October  4,  1819,  and  died  March  16,  1904.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
(Jack)  and  Elizabeth  Harris  Farrar.  His  first  wife  was  Rebecca  Floyd,  who 
was  born  in  November,  1818,  and  died  in  November,  1857.  She  is  buried 
in  the  Shook  Graveyard.  James  Franklin  and  Rebecca  Floyd  Farrar’s  chil- 
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dren  were  Mary  Elizabeth  Farrar,  who  married  James  Woosley;  Liza 
Catherine  Farrar,  who  married  Kindred  J.  Pearson;  and  Martha  Margaret 
(Mattie)  Farrar,  who  married  John  Finn  Watson. 

James  Franklin  and  Sarah  Jane  Parker  Farrar  are  buried  side  by  side 
in  Rosebank  Cemetery  at  Flat  Creek.  They  had  eleven  children — Georgia, 
Joseph  William  (Joe  Buck),  Robert  Lee,  Orrie  Pauline,  Thomas  M., 
Thurston,  Lula  Bob,  Wade  Hampton,  Clayton,  Claude  (Jack),  and  Ola  D. 
Farrar.  A  brief  sketch  on  each  follows. 

Georgia  Farrar  was  born  January  31,  1865,  and  died  March  24, 
1951.  On  August  10,  1884,  she  married  W.  S.  Waite,  who  was  born  in  1862 
and  died  in  1930.  They  are  buried  in  Wartrace,  Tennessee.  Their  children 
were  Warren,  Ada  Lee,  Frank,  Kirk,  Georgia  Ruth,  and  Jessie  Russell 
Waite. 

Joseph  William  ( Joe  Buck)  Farrar  was  born  July  20,  1866,  and  died 
January  7,  1950.  He  was  mentally  handicapped  and  did  not  marry. 

Robert  Lee  Farrar  was  born  January  20,  1868.  The  date  of  his  death 
and  the  place  of  his  burial  have  not  been  ascertained.  On  May  9,  1888,  he 
married  Cora  Shofner,  whose  birth  and  death  dates  are  not  known  by  the 
writer.  Their  children  were  Robert  Lee,  Lucile,  Estelle,  and  Madge  Farrar. 

Orrie  Pauline  Farrar  was  born  January  9,  1870,  and  died  young. 

Thomas  M.  Farrar  was  born  July  19,  1871,  and  died  in  October, 
1948.  On  January  8,  1898,  he  married  Ethel  Pearson,  who  was  born 
September  23,  1878,  and  died  February  17,  1955.  They  are  buried  in 
Rosebank  Cemetery.  Their  children  were  Alfred,  Leola,  Mary  Jane,  Henry 
Clayton,  and  Mildred  (Primsey)  Farrar. 

Thurston  Farrar  was  born  January  24,  1873,  and  died  September  14, 
1961.  On  January  29,  1902,  he  married  Clara  Holt  of  Lynchburg,  Tennes¬ 
see,  who  was  born  February  25,  1881,  and  was  living  in  1962.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were  James  (Jim)  Holt  and  Isaiah  Farrar. 

Lula  Bob  Farrar  was  born  October  13,  1876,  and  was  living  in 
Dalton,  Georgia,  in  1960.  On  October  13,  1897,  she  married  Kirk  Farrar 
(no  relation),  who  was  born  February  7,  1871,  and  died  January  11,  1935. 
Born  to  them  were  Sarah  Agnes  and  Margaret  Farrar.  Sarah  Agnes  Farrar 
provided  some  of  the  records  on  the  Farrar  family. 

Wade  Hampton  Farrar  was  born  January  16,  1878,  and  died 
March  26,  1959.  He  married  Kathleen  Brown.  They  are  buried  in 
Chattanooga.  Born  to  them  were  Mary,  Sue,  and  Dorothy  Farrar. 

Clayton  Farrar  was  born  July  24,  1880,  and  died  January  6,  1941. 
On  June  20,  1905,  he  married  Elizabeth  Thompson,  who  was  born 
November  27,  1883,  and  was  living  at  Flat  Creek  in  1962.  Born  to  them 
were  Jack,  Annie  Mary,  Clara  Bob,  Miller  Mack,  Taylor  and  Turley, 
Frank,  Martha,  and  Sarah  Jane  Farrar. 

Claude  (Jack)  Farrar  was  born  November  27,  1882,  and  died 
August  28,  1942,  and  was  buried  in  Rose  Hill  Cemetery,  in  Fayetteville, 
Tennessee.  On  December  25,  1906,  he  married  Dasye  Haslett,  who  was 
born  June  21,  1886,  and  was  living  in  Fayetteville  in  1960.  To  them  were 
born  Wade  Hampton,  Paul  Haslett,  Sarah  Evelyn,  William  Parker  (Dick), 
and  James  Kirkpatrick  Farrar. 


180 


The  Parkers  and  Howards 


Ola  D.  Farrar  was  born  December  20,  1883,  and  died  May  12,  1926. 
On  April  29,  1903,  she  married  Will  Newsom,  who  was  born  October  27, 
1873,  and  died  November  17,  1954.  They  are  buried  in  Grove  Hill  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Dallas,  Texas.  Born  to  them  were  William,  Mildred,  and  Martha 
Newsom. 

8.  Rhoda  Parker,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  was  born 
in  1842.  On  October  10,  1863,  as  recorded  on  Page  31  of  Bedford  County 
Marriages  in  the  State  Library  at  Nashville,  she  married  Calvin  Pearson. 
She  is  reported  to  have  died  about  one  year  after  her  marriage  without 
children.  As  no  marker  with  an  inscription  has  been  found  for  her  in  the 
Pearson  Family  Cemetery,  it  is  assumed  that  she  is  buried  in  one  of  the 
graves  in  the  Parker  Family  Cemetery,  where  there  are  a  number  of  un¬ 
identified  graves.  After  Rhoda  Parker  Pearson’s  death,  Calvin  Pearson 
married  Katherine  Campbell,  who  had  the  following  children:  Charles, 
Ethel,  Cleo,  Dwight,  Wallace,  Henry,  Gertrude,  and  Edgar  Pearson. 
Katherine  Campbell  Pearson  died  and  was  buried  at  Spencer,  in  Van  Buren 
County,  Tennessee.  Calvin  Pearson  married  a  third  wife,  Minnie  Cobb, 
who  had  two  children — Natalie  and  Jack  Pearson.  He  was  buried  at 
Spencer  with  his  second  wife,  Katherine  Campbell  Pearson. 

9.  James  Barxdell  (Dock)  Parker  was  born  January  17,  1846,  and 
died  May  18,  1919.  On  April  3,  1876,  he  married  Ellen  Cheshire,  who  was 
born  April  1,  1852,  and  died  March  27,  1934.  He  was  named  for  Dr. 
James  Barxdell,  the  family  physician  who  had  delivered  most  of  the  sixteen 
children  born  in  the  Parker  family — hence  the  nickname  “Dock”  by  which 
he  was  known  among  his  relatives  and  friends  during  most  of  his  life.  The 
home  place  of  Uncle  Dock  Parker’s  family  was  owned  in  1962  by  his  son 
Jack.  Born  to  James  B.  (Dock)  and  Ellen  Cheshire  Parker  were  Addie, 
Annie,  Zula  Faner,  Edgar,  Norman  Barxdell,  Lala,  William  Forrest, 
Jack,  and  Pierre  Edith  Parker.  Short  sketches  on  each  follow. 

Addie  Parker  was  born  January  21,  1878,  and  was  living  in  1960.  On 
August  22,  1902,  she  married  Robert  McRory,  who  was  born  March  24, 
1869,  and  died  July  26,  1933.  There  were  no  children  to  this  marriage. 

Annie  Parker,  Addie’s  twin  sister,  died  at  birth  on  January  21,  1878. 

Zula  Faner  Parker  was  born  January  22,  1879,  and  died  July  21, 
1961.  On  September  10,  1901,  she  married  Walter  Emmett  Bearden,  son 
of  William  Eh  and  Victoria  Bearden.  He  was  born  November  6,  1875,  and 
died  August  26,  1942.  Their  only  child  was  Walter  Emmett  Bearden,  Jr., 
who  was  born  February  25,  1913.  Walter  Emmett  and  Zula  Faner  Parker 
Bearden  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek. 

Edgar  Parker  was  born  in  March,  1881,  and  lived  only  one  week. 

Norman  Barxdell  Parker  was  born  December  17,  1881,  and  died 
July  4,  1960.  On  December  23,  1918,  he  married  Bessie  Reynolds,  who 
was  born  November  25,  1889,  and  was  living  in  1960.  An  only  child, 
Martha  Ellen  Parker,  was  born  October  22,  1932. 

Lala  Parker,  who  never  married,  was  born  January  12,  1883,  and 
was  living  in  1960. 

William  Forrest  Parker,  who  did  not  marry,  was  born  August  20, 
1885,  and  died  November  8,  1913. 
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Jack  Parker  was  born  May  4,  1892,  and  was  living  in  1962.  On 
April  4,  1916,  he  married  Esther  Clark,  who  was  born  November  4,  1893, 
and  was  living  in  1962.  Their  children  were  Jack  Parker,  Jr.,  and  Jean 
Parker. 

Pierre  Edith  Parker  was  born, September  17,  1887,  and  died  May  22, 
1933.  On  June  17,  1908,  she  married  Gus  Weatherly,  who  was  born 
December  1,  1887,  and  died  December  1,  1913.  Their  only  child  was 
Nellie  Louise  Weatherly.  Gus  Weatherly  was  buried  in  Camden,  Tennes¬ 
see,  where  his  parents  lived.  Pierre  Parker  Weatherly  was  buried  in  Rose- 
bank  Cemetery  at  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee. 

10.  Candice  Parker,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1860,  was 
born  in  1844.  According  to  a  letter,  written  by  a  relative  at  the  time  of  her 
death,  she  died  from  diphtheria  on  November  19,  1861.  She  is  assumed  to 
have  been  buried  in  the  family  cemetery,  back  of  the  Parker  home. 

11.  Frances  (Fannie)  May  Parker  was  the  eleventh  child  of  Joseph 
and  Faner  Howard  Parker  to  reach  mature  age.  She  was  born  January  19, 
1850,  and  died  February  5,  1911.  Her  tombstone  inscription  erroneously 
gives  1851  as  the  year  of  her  birth.  The  family  Bible  record,  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  Agnes  Kingree  in  1960,  indicates  doubt  in  the  year,  as  1850  has 
been  changed  to  1851,  or  vice  versa,  in  the  same  ink  as  the  original.  The 
Census  Report  of  1850,  taken  in  the  month  of  October,  includes  in  the 
household  of  Joseph  Parker  a  female  child,  nine  months  of  age,  named 
“Francis.”  Errors  in  age,  as  well  as  in  the  spelling  of  names,  are  not  un¬ 
common  in  census  reports;  but  the  name  of  a  child  could  not  be  listed 
three  months  before  birth.  January  19,  1850,  therefore,  must  be  accepted 
as  the  correct  date  for  Frances  May  Parker’s  birth.  On  October  5,  1871, 
she  married  William  Harrison  Kingree,  who  was  born  May  31,  1850,  and 
died  September  26,  1906.  Bible  records  and  tombstone  inscriptions  agree 
on  these  dates.  William  Harrison  and  Frances  (Fannie)  May  Parker  Kingree 
are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  Of  their  eight  children,  Joseph  (Jodie), 
Gracie,  Howard,  Ben  D.,  John  Alfred,  and  two  others,  only  the  two  last 
named  lived  to  adult  life.  Brief  sketches  on  these  two  follow. 

Ben  D.  Kingree,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Shelbyville,  was  born 
October  31,  1873,  and  died  October  31,  1943,  exactly  seventy  years  of  age. 
On  February  10,  1904,  he  married  Mary  Stegall,  who  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  1883,  and  was  living  in  1962.  To  them  were  born  Frances  Kingree, 
who  married  James  Geddes  Douglas;  Martha  Kingree,  who  married 
Frederick  M.  Schlater;  and  Ben  D.  Kingree,  Jr.,  who  married  1)  Josephine 
Cooper  and  2)  Martha  Hicks  Thompson.  Both  Ben  D.  Kingree  and  Ben  D., 
Jr.,  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery,  in  Shelbyville. 

John  Alfred  Kingree  was  born  March  12,  1877,  and  died  January  10, 
1948.  On  December  29,  1902,  he  married  Nora  Cashion,  who  was  born 
March  12,  1884,  and  died  September  9,  1938.  They  are  buried  in  Rose- 
bank  Cemetery,  where  inscriptions  on  their  monument  bear  the  dates  of 
their  births  and  deaths.  Alfred,  their  first  child,  died  young.  Their  two  chil¬ 
dren  who  lived  to  adult  life  were  Agnes  Kingree,  who  had  not  married  in 
1962;  and  William  (Bill)  H.  Kingree,  who  married  Ottie  B.  Guilliland. 

12.  Joseph  Guiton  Parker,  twelfth  child  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard 
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Parker  to  live  to  maturity,  was  born  February  14,  1852,  and  died 
December  5,  1928.  On  November  29,  1882,  he  married  in  Franklin 
County  Anna  Ray,  who  was  born  February  17,  1861,  and  died  Novem¬ 
ber  26,  1926.  The  loss  of  family  records  in  the  fire  which  destroyed  their 
home  and  the  exodus  of  most  of  the  children  from  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity  has  made  it  difficult  to  obtain  information  on  them.  Bits  of  informa¬ 
tion,  however,  are  presented  on  each  of  the  five  children,  Doyle,  Alice, 
Vera,  Joe  Howard,  and  Walter. 

Doyle  Parker  was  born  September  22,  1883,  and  was  living  in  1962. 
On  December  5,  1911,  he  married  Lena  Vivian  Hix,  daughter  of  William 
Word  and  Frances  Elizabeth  Reagor  Hix,  who  was  born  September  26, 
1889,  and  died  April  18,  1959.  She  is  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery. 
Born  to  Doyle  and  Lena  Vivian  Hix  Parker  were  two  children,  Allie 
Reagor  and  Sarah  Frances  Parker. 

Alice  Parker  was  living  in  Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  in  1962.  On 
March  20,  1913,  she  married  Jesse  Linch,  who  was  born  in  1885  and  died 
January  25,  1936.  He  is  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  There  were  no 
children. 

Vera  Parker  married  Warner  Majors.  There  were  no  children.  They 
were  buried  in  Nashville. 

Joe  Howard  Parker  married  Sue  Winford.  They  had  one  child,  Sue 
May  Parker. 

Walter  Parker  was  living  in  Winchester,  Tennessee,  in  1960,  where 
his  wife,  Ela  Anderton  Parker,  was  buried.  They  had  no  children. 

13.  Antoinnette  (Nettie)  Parker  was  born  January  17,  1855,  and 
died  March  6,  1932.  She  was  the  last  born  and  the  last  surviving  child  of 
Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker.  On  January  24,  1878,  she  married 
James  L.  Hutson,  who  was  born  March  15,  1852,  and  died  September  20, 
1927.  They  were  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  Their  two  children  were 
Robert  Singleton  and  Lottie  Hutson,  whose  brief  sketches  follow. 

Robert  Singleton  Hudson  (spelling  of  name  changed  to  conform  with 
older  records  of  the  family)  was  born  October  14,  1882,  and  was  living  in 
1962.  On  December  20,  1911,  he  married  Nannie  Hix,  daughter  of  D.  D. 
and  Maude  Hale  Hix.  She  was  born  September  3,  1883,  and  was  living  in 
1962.  Their  only  child,  Dorothy  Hudson,  had  not  married  in  1962. 

Lottie  Hutson  was  born  December  30,  1878,  and  died  October  7, 
1955.  She  married  Jarrell  Frank  Gammill,  who  was  born  January  13,  1872, 
and  died  May  3,  1906.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery.  Their  two 
daughters  were  Margaret,  who  married  Thomas  Wiseman,  and  Frankie 
Gammill,  who  married  Boone  Moore. 

No  names  or  birth  dates  are  known  for  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard 
Parker’s  three  additional  children — those  who  are  reported  to  have  died 
in  infancy.  In  the  Parker  Family  Cemetery  are  three  small  graves  which 
are  thought  to  have  been  the  burial  places  of  these  three  children;  but  it 
is  possible  that  one  or  more  of  these  graves  was  for  a  grandchild.  There 
are  six  uninscribed  monuments  for  adults,  presumably  for  Joseph  and 
Faner  Howard  Parker  and  for  their  four  children  whose  graves  are  not 


183 


Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor-Harris  (1834-1913) 

known  to  be  elsewhere — William  Parker,  Rhoda  Parker  Pearson,  Candice 
Parker,  and  Mary  Parker  Logan.  There  is  also  an  inscribed  monument 
for  Jennie  Logan  Stacy,  daughter  of  Little  Berry  and  Mary  Parker  Logan. 
She  was  William  B.  Stacy’s  wife. 

Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor-Harris  ( 1834—1913 ) 

Granny  Harris,  as  she  was  known  to  the  writer  during  his  early  child¬ 
hood,  was  the  only  great-grandparent  with  whom  he  had  the  privilege  of 
personal  acquaintance.  Aunt  Liz  and  Lizzie  Harris  are  names  by  which  she 
was  also  known  during  her  later  years.  Like  a  number  of  her  brothers  and 
sisters,  she  exceeded  the  Biblical  “three-score-and-ten.”  In  her  day,  longev¬ 
ity  was  frequent  among  families  of  sturdy  stock;  but  the  ravages  of  con¬ 
tagious  diseases  and  other  natural  hazards  took  a  heavy  toll  among  the 
brothers,  sisters,  and  children  of  those  who  survived  to  a  “ripe  old  age.” 

Elizabeth  Parker,  fourth  child  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker, 
was  born  March  18,  1834,  close  to  the  time  when  the  family  moved  from 
Lincoln  County  to  their  new  home  on  “Possum  Trot”  Road,  in  Bedford 
County,  where  the  parents  lived  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  She  died 
April  10,  1913.  Whether  she  attended  school  nearer  home  or  at  the 
Mulberry  Academy  for  Girls  in  Lincoln  County  is  not  certain;  but  she  did 
have  an  education  which  compared  favorably  with  that  of  other  women  of 
her  day. 

Three  fires  have  destroyed  most  of  the  records  on  the  early  adult  life 
of  Elizabeth  Parker  and  her  family.  The  Bedford  County  Courthouse  Fire 
of  March,  1863,  destroyed  records  of  real  estate  transfers  from  1852  to 
1861,  the  years  during  which  she  and  her  husband  came  into  possession  of 
the  land  on  which  she  lived  for  the  remainder  of  her  life.  This  fire  also 
destroyed  the  public  record  of  her  marriage.  A  fire  in  her  own  home  later 
took  whatever  records  she  may  have  had  at  that  time.  In  1948  the  fire 
which  destroyed  the  home  of  her  granddaughter  Eula  May  Frost  Hix 
destroyed  also  her  family  Bible  record.  These  three  fires  have  made  it 
necessary  to  depend  upon  the  memory  of  older  relatives,  traditions,  and 
even  conjectures,  in  order  to  fill  in  a  number  of  gaps  caused  by  the  scarcity 
of  records. 

An  unverified  family  record  gives  September,  1853,  as  the  marriage 
date  of  Elizabeth  Parker  to  George  Allen  Reagor,  who  was  born  May  20, 
1830,  and  died  March  18,  1862.  It  is  thought  that  the  young  couple  started 
housekeeping  in  a  house  which  burned  many  years  later  and  was  replaced 
by  one  in  which  Elizabeth  Parker,  then  the  widow  of  another  man,  spent 
the  last  days  of  her  life.  The  place  was  owned  by  her  granddaughter,  Stella 
Mai  Reagor,  when  the  house  burned  January  28,  1962.  The  location  is 
such  that  the  land  might  have  been  owned  previously  either  by  the  Reagors 
or  by  the  Parkers.  There  is  a  feeling  among  descendants  that  at  least  a  part 
of  the  land  was  a  gift  from  Elizabeth  Parker’s  father,  Joseph  Parker. 

The  first  child  born  to  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor 
survived  all  the  others,  even  though  she  herself  was  survived  by  her  mother. 
She  was  Mary  Ellen  Reagor,  the  writer’s  paternal  grandmother.  She  was 
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born  November  8,  1854,  married  Joshua  Wright  Frost  on  August  20,  1874, 
and  died  July  2,  1911.  More  about  her  is  found  in  Chapter  I  in  the  section, 
Joshua  Wright  Frost.  George  Allen  and  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor’s  other 
three  children  were  Sarah  Tennie,  Isaiah  (Zadie)  S.,  and  James  Joseph 
Reagor.  Additional  information  on  these  children  is  found  in  Chapter  V 
in  the  section,  George  Allen  Reagor. 

How  different  would  have  been  Elizabeth  Parker’s  life  had  there  not 
been  the  Civil  War  to  disrupt  it.  She  and  George  Allen  Reagor  had  been 
married  just  a  little  over  nine  years  and  their  two  living  children,  Mary 
Ellen  and  Zadie,  were  seven  and  three,  when  the  young  husband  and 
father  felt  the  call  of  duty  to  join  his  three  brothers  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederacy.  Her  husband’s  death,  described  more  fully  in  the  George 
Allen  Reagor  section  of  Chapter  V,  left  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor  a  widow 
with  two  small  children  with  three  more  years  of  war  and  many  other  years 
of  hardship  facing  her.  The  story  is  told  of  a  night  of  suspense  when  men 
and  horses  were  heard  outside,  while  doors  and  blinds  were  kept  tightly 
closed.  Neither  the  house  nor  anyone  in  it  was  molested;  but  next  morning 
it  was  discovered  that  the  family’s  meat  supply  had  been  taken  from  the 
nearby  “smoke  house.”  The  raiders  were  foraging  Yankee  soldiers  or 
“bushwhackers.”  The  latter  were  lawless  men  without  the  courage  or 
conviction  to  serve  either  side  in  the  war  but  who  took  advantage  of  war¬ 
time  conditions  to  prey  upon  women  and  children  and  other  defenseless 
citizens. 

On  July  28,  1867,  after  having  remained  a  widow  for  more  than  five 
years,  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor  married  a  widower,  John  Neel  Harris,  who 
moved  into  her  home.  He  brought  with  him  his  own  two  children,  Etta 
Harris,  who  later  married  Massie  Tillett,  and  James  Harris,  who  died 
single.  From  all  reports,  this  marriage  of  widow  and  widower,  with  two 
children  each,  produced  a  happy  and  harmonious  home.  Grandsir  Harris, 
as  he  was  known  by  his  step-grandchildren,  was  loved  and  respected  by 
them.  In  an  obituary,  the  Reverend  John  E.  Frost  wrote  of  him  as, 
“.  .  .  leaving  one  daughter  by  his  first  marriage  and  a  step-son  and 
daughter  to  whom  he  was  greatly  attached  and  who  in  turn  loved  him  as  a 
father.  He  was  a  kind,  devoted  husband,  a  good  father,  ruling  not  with  the 
rod  but  with  gentle  cords  of  fatherly  love.”  Nothing  is  known  about  the 
early  life  of  John  Neel  Harris;  but  there  is  a  tradition  that  Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania,  was  named  for  his  relatives.  He  was  first  married  to  Martha 
Stephens.  According  to  his  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek 
Cemetery,  he  was  born  May  17,  1824,  and  died  January  31,  1895.  The 
tombstone  inscription  also  gives  the  date  of  his  marriage  to  Elizabeth 
Parker  Reagor. 

After  a  little  less  than  twenty-eight  years  of  marriage  to  her  second 
husband,  Elizabeth  Parker  Reagor-Harris  again  became  a  widow,  this  time 
to  remain  so  until  her  death,  on  April  10,  1913,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine. 
During  these  remaining  eighteen  years  of  her  life,  three  of  her  married 
granddaughters  lived  with  Granny  Harris.  In  the  order  in  which  they  lived 
in  her  home  were  Georgie  Reagor  Frost  and  husband  Andrew  J.  Driskill, 
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Eula  May  Frost  and  husband  Walter  L.  Hix,  Ethel  Reagor  and  husband 
Charles  Pearson,  and  again  Walter  and  Eula  May  Frost  Hix.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Henry  Carter  and  daughter  Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  Carter  were  living  with 
Granny  Harris  at  the  time  of  her  death. 

The  Howard  Tradition 

Through  the  Parker  family  came  the  tradition  that  one  should  take 
pride  in  his  “Howard  blood,”  as  though  that  were  something  special.  In  the 
beginning  of  his  family  research,  the  writer  had  the  feeling  that,  when  once 
he  got  into  serious  study  of  the  Howard  family,  he  would  soon  pick  up  the 
trail  to  aristocrary,  if  not  to  royalty.  This  pride  of  ancestry  among  Howard 
descendants  is  illustrated  by  a  conversation  which  a  friend  once  had  with 
Mrs.  Lizzie  Parker  Gammill,  a  granddaughter  of  Joseph  and  Faner 
Howard  Parker  and  a  great-granddaughter  of  William  Howard,  the  earliest 
Howard  of  whom  she  had  any  knowledge. 

“Mrs.  Gammill,”  asked  her  friend,  “What  was  it  that  the  Howards  had 
which  puts  them  in  such  a  place  of  distinction?  Was  it  social  prominence 
and  aristocracy,  or  was  it  wealth?” 

Thereupon  Cousin  Lizzie  screwed  up  her  mouth  with  typical  Howard 
pride  and  replied,  “Well — both.” 

Another  illustration  of  the  Howard  legend  was  the  scolding  which 
Uncle  Joe  Parker  gave  his  son  Doyle  for  failing  to  head  off  a  drove  of 
cattle:  “If  you  had  more  Howard  in  you  and  not  so  much  Ray,  you 
wouldn’t  have  let  them  by.”  Contemporaries  knew  that  such  a  contrast 
was  ludicrous,  but  it  illustrates  the  tradition. 

It  was  with  regret  and  chagrin  that  during  his  first  three  years  of 
serious  efforts  in  family  research  the  writer  was  unable  to  identify  a  single 
Howard  ancestor  earlier  than  William  Howard  who  was  already  well 
established  in  the  traditions  of  the  family.  Eventually,  however,  in  Febru¬ 
ary,  1961,  a  Bible  record  supplied  by  descendants  in  West  Tennessee  re¬ 
vealed  that  Benjamin  Howard,  William  Howard’s  youngest  son,  was  born 
in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina.  While  this  information  did  not  provide 
the  red  carpet  trail  to  royalty,  it  did  lead  the  way  to  the  identity  of  another 
generation  of  Howards  who  lived  near  the  Boones,  Fairchilds,  Frosts,  and 
Wrights  nearly  two  centuries  ago.  In  the  writer’s  own  genealogy  the  first 
union  among  these  families  was  between  Ebenezer  Frost  and  Sarah  Fair- 
child  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  in  1769.  Three  other  marriages 
united  Captain  John  Frost  and  Rebecca  Boone  in  Rowan  County  in  1793, 
Ebenezer  B.  Frost  and  Nancy  Wright  in  Surry  County,  North  Carolina,  in 
1822,  and  Joshua  Wright  Frost  and  Mary  Ellen  Reagor,  a  great-grandchild 
of  William  Howard,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in  1874. 

The  earliest  public  record  of  the  Howard  family  in  Tennessee,  which 
has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer,  is  the  1820  Census  Report  for 
Lincoln  County.  How  much  earlier  William  Howard’s  family  came  to 
Lincoln  County  cannot  be  determined  by  records  which  have  been  found 
in  that  county;  but  records  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  indicate  that 
the  migration  probably  took  place  in  1817. 
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Christopher  Howard  ( ante  1743-1815 ) 

The  earliest  known  Howard  ancestor  of  the  Parker  family  of  Flat 
Creek,  Tennessee,  was  Christopher  Howard  whose  will  was  dated  Au¬ 
gust  8,  1815,  and  proved  in  the  November  term  of  Rowan  County  Court, 
of  the  same  year  ( Will  Book  G,  pp.  400-401).  His  birth  date  has  not  been 
determined;  but  it  is  assumed  to  have  been  earlier  than  1743,  since  he  is  on 
record  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  as  having  purchased  205  acres  of 
land  from  Henry  Eustace  McCulloch  on  April  30,  1763.  This  tract  he  re¬ 
sold  to  McCulloch  on  December  15,  of  the  same  year  ( Deed  Book  5, 
pp.  326  and  508). 

From  The  Howard  Family,  a  book  by  Anne  Arundel  Gentry  in  the 
Rowan  County  Library,  this  quotation  is  taken:  “Several  Howards  of 
Maryland  settled  before  the  Revolution  in  the  western  portion  of  North 
Carolina.  The  following  were  granted  land  patents  in  Rowan  County — : 
John  Howard  (1762),  Phillip  (1762),  Benjamin  Howard  (1768),  Chris¬ 
topher  Howard  (1778),  and  William  Howard  (1782).”  The  writer  has 
discovered  no  way  of  determining  if  one  of  the  others  was  Christopher 
Howard’s  father  or  whatever  other  relationship  there  may  have  been 
among  the  five  Howards.  It  seems  unlikely  that  the  Christopher  Howard 
who  was  a  devisee  of  John  Howard’s  will  proved  in  Wilkes  County,  North 
Carolina,  in  July,  1811,  was  identical  with  our  subject  ( Wilkes  County 
Will  Book  3,  p.  8) ;  but  that  is  a  possibility  which  should  not  be  overlooked 
by  anyone  resolved  to  identify  earlier  Howard  ancestors.  The  Rowan 
County  Tax  List  of  1778  contains  Christopher  Howard  in  the  Johnson 
District  with  Ebenezer  Frost,  another  of  the  writer’s  ancestors.  On  Octo¬ 
ber  10,  1783,  Christopher  Howard  received  from  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  a  grant  of  300  acres  located  in  the  forks  of  the  Yadkin  River 
along  the  waters  of  Carter  and  Henline  Creeks  ( Rowan  County  Deed 
Book  9,  p.  587). 

Most  of  the  information  on  Christopher  Howard’s  family  has  come 
from  his  will  which  was  witnessed  by  Jilson  (or  Jelson)  and  Sarah  Berry¬ 
man.  His  wife’s  name  was  Rachel,  and  she  was  living  when  he  made  his 
will;  but  the  writer  has  been  unable  to  determine  either  her  maiden  name 
or  the  date  and  place  of  their  marriage.  Their  ten  children — George,  John, 
William,  Rachel,  Hannah,  Henry,  Sally,  Phillip,  Cornelius,  and  Joseph — 
are  sketched  below  in  the  order  in  which  their  names  appear  in  the  will. 

1.  There  was  a  son  named  George  Howard  who  seems  to  have  been 
outside  of  Rowan  County  at  the  time  the  will  was  written  and  who  had  a 
son  named  Cornelius.  It  is  assumed  that  this  is  the  George  Howard  who 
married  Polly  Baits  in  Rowan  County,  August  28,  1813. 

2.  Their  son  John  Howard  is  assumed  to  have  been  the  John  Howard 
who  married  Betsy  McDannel  in  Rowan  County,  October  21,  1791,  with 
Henry  Hardister  as  bondsman.  This  is  possibly  the  John  Howard  who  was 
living  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  in  1820. 

3.  Named  third  and  fourth  in  the  will  were  Christopher  Howard’s 
son  William  and  William’s  son  Christopher  for  gifts  of  land.  The  younger 
Christopher  Howard’s  sale  of  his  inherited  land  in  1823  ( Rowan  County 
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Deed  Book  27,  pp.  762-763)  is  the  documentary  evidence  that  the  older 
Christopher  Howard  was  the  father  of  the  William  Howard  who  settled 
in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  before  1820.  Additional  information  on 
William  Howard  and  his  son  Christopher  is  found  in  the  next  two  sections 
of  this  chapter. 

4.  Since  Christopher  Howard’s  daughter  Rachel  had  a  son  named 
Phillip  Howard,  it  is  assumed  that  she  married  a  Howard;  but  no  record  of 
this  marriage  has  been  found. 

5.  Hannah  Hardister  was  named  as  a  daughter.  Probably  she  had 
married  Henry  Hardister  who  was  bondsman  in  the  marriage  of  her 
brother  John. 

6.  A  son  Henry  Howard  was  named  executor  of  the  will.  No  record 
has  been  found  to  determine  whom  he  married. 

7.  Sally  King  was  named  as  a  daughter.  She  may  have  been  the  Sarah 
Howard  who  married  Jonas  Bennett  on  August  18,  1800,  and  may  have 
married  a  King  later. 

8.  Except  in  his  father’s  will,  the  identity  of  Phillip  Howard  has  not 
been  established  sufficiently  to  distinguish  him  from  others  of  the  same 
name. 

9.  Cornelius  Howard,  named  as  a  son  in  Christopher  Howard’s  will, 
likewise,  has  not  been  distinguished  from  others  of  the  same  name. 

10.  Joseph  Howard,  named  as  a  son  in  Christopher  Howard’s  will, 
may  have  been  the  Joseph  Howard  who  married  Margaret  Crouse  in 
Rowan  County  on  January  19,  1809. 

Although  Henry  Howard  was  designated  in  his  father’s  will  as  the 
executor,  this  quotation  taken  from  the  McCubbins  Papers  in  the  Rowan 
County  Library  indicates  that  he  did  not  serve:  “Administration  of  will  of 
Christopher  Howard  is  granted  to  George  and  Polly  Howard  who  gave 
bond  with  James  Dowell  and  Jelson  Berryman.”  This  indicates  that  before 
the  final  settlement  of  Christopher  Howard’s  estate  his  son  Henry  had  died 
or  left  the  county  while  George  had  returned.  A  more  thorough  study  of 
Rowan  County  records  might  yield  more  information  about  Christopher 
Howard’s  children  but  probably  no  more  about  his  ancestry  which  proba¬ 
bly  is  recorded  in  some  undetermined  courthouse  in  the  State  of  Maryland. 

William  Howard  ( ca .  1770-1835 ) 

Public  records  indicate  that  at  least  four  men  by  the  name  of  William 
Howard  lived  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  between  1790  and  1825. 
There  may  have  been  others.  It  has  been  difficult,  therefore,  to  distinguish 
the  records  of  all  the  others  from  those  of  the  son  of  Christopher  and  Rachel 
Howard.  This  is  the  William  Howard  who  on  January  10,  1800,  bought 
200  acres  of  land  on  the  waters  of  Carter  Creek  in  the  forks  of  the  Yadkin, 
near  a  grant  which  his  father  had  received  from  John  Johnson,  of  David¬ 
son  County,  Tennessee  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  17,  p.  408),  and  who 
sold  350  acres  on  Carter  Creek  on  September  30,  1817,  to  Henry  Faw,  of 
Stokes  County,  North  Carolina,  for  $1500  ( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  24, 
p.  359).  This  350  acres  presumably  included  the  land  which  he  had  in¬ 
herited  from  his  father,  Christopher  Howard,  in  1815;  and  the  sale  may 
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have  preceded  almost  immediately  William  Howard’s  migration  to  Lincoln 
County,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  living  in  1820  when  the  census  was 
taken. 

The  family  tradition  that  William  Howard  married  Mary  Stephens  is 
not  verified  by  any  record  which  has  been  found  in  Rowan  or  neighboring 
Counties  of  North  Carolina.  There  are  records  of  four  marriages  involving 
the  name  William  Howard  between  1794  and  1816;  but  only  the  first — 
the  one  to  Elizabeth  Chaffin  on  August  5,  1794 — could  be  to  the  mother  of 
Christopher,  Sally,  Benjamin,  and  Faner  Howard,  whose  births  occurred 
between  1802  and  1812.  This  marriage,  however,  seems  entirely  too  early 
for  the  birth  of  the  first  child  to  have  been  in  1802.  Many  marriages  in 
those  days  failed  to  get  on  public  record  for  various  reasons,  including  the 
one  explained  by  the  Reverend  Jethro  Rumple  on  Page  71  of  his  book, 
Rowan  County:  “It  is  said  that  Frohock  charged  fifteen  dollars  for  a 
marriage  license;  and  the  consequence  was  that  some  of  the  inhabitants  on 
the  headwaters  of  the  Yadkin  took  a  short  cut.  They  took  each  other  for 
better  or  worse;  and  considered  themselves  married  without  any  further 
ceremony.” 

William  Howard’s  birth  date  is  not  known;  but  it  is  estimated  to  have 
been  between  1770  and  1775,  since  the  Rowan  County  Census  Report 
for  1810  lists  him  as  under  45,  and  the  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  Report 
for  1820  lists  him  in  the  50  to  60  age  bracket.  His  wife  was  placed  in  the 
same  age  bracket  as  he  by  the  1810  Report,  but  he  apparently  had  become 
a  widower  by  1 820.  Before  passing  from  the  subject  of  William  Howard’s 
wife,  or  wives,  it  should  be  mentioned  that  there  was  a  William  Stephens 
who  made  his  will  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  September  3,  1803 
( Rowan  County  Will  Book  D,  p.  43).  He  named  three  children — Sarah 
Stephens,  Joseph  Stephens,  and  Polly  (probably  Mary)  Stephens.  It  must 
be  more  than  a  coincidence  that  Benjamin  Howard,  William’s  youngest 
son,  named  one  of  his  sons  William  Stephens  Howard  and  one  of  his 
daughters  Mary  B.  Howard.  There  is  the  possibility  of  an  error  in  the  re¬ 
corded  date  of  William  Stephens’  will.  Moreover,  Mary  (Polly)  Stephens 
may  have  been  William  Howard’s  second,  or  even  third,  wife  and  not  the 
mother  of  his  older  children. 

The  Howards  probably  settled  within  the  general  vicinity  of  what  is 
now  Kelso  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  At  least  it  was  in  that  area  on 
Tucker’s  Creek  that  William  Howard  entered  three  fifty-acre  tracts  of  land 
in  July  and  August,  1824.  The  location  is  described  as  “on  Tucker’s  Creek, 
north  side  of  Elk  River,  due  east  of  Fayetteville,  near  Franklin  County 
Line.”  Grants  for  two  of  these  tracts  were  received  in  1827;  but  that  for  the 
third  came  on  April  15,  1846,  many  years  after  William  Howard’s  death 
( Middle  Tennessee  Grants  Book  3,  p.  686,  and  Book  21,  p.  209).  These 
three  tracts,  totaling  150  acres,  probably  joined  other  land  which  William 
Howard  had  acquired  earlier  in  a  transaction  which  did  not  become  a  part 
of  the  permanent  records  of  Lincoln  County.  They  probably  were  included 
in  the  450  acres  on  which  William  Howard  lived  and  which  he  bequeathed 
to  his  youngest  son,  Benjamin  Howard  ( Lincoln  County  Will  Book  1, 
p.  117). 
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William  Howard’s  will,  which  bore  his  mark  and  the  date,  April  2, 
1829,  was  proved  during  the  April  Term  of  Court  in  1835.  It  is  assumed 
that  he  died  shortly  before  April,  1835.  Although  there  seems  to  have  been 
no  scarcity  of  money  in  his  family,  William  Howard  died  before  tombstone 
inscriptions  became  common  in  Lincoln  County.  It  is  not  likely  that  his 
grave  will  ever  be  identified;  but  he  and  his  sons  Christopher  and  Benjamin 
probably  were  buried  in  the  old  Howard  Family  Cemetery,  between  Kelso 
and  Mulberry,  where  there  are  a  number  of  unmarked  graves  and  others 
with  uninscribed  tombstones.  In  this  cemetery  is  a  monument  with  this 
inscription:  “Jane  Wife  of  C.  Howard  died  Feb.  13,  1871,  age  63  years.” 

William  Howard’s  Children 

From  the  Bible  records  of  William  Boone  and  Benjamin  Howard,  from 
William  Howard’s  will,  from  other  courthouse  records,  and  from  reliable 
family  traditions  sufficient  information  has  been  assembled  to  prepare 
sketches  of  varying  lengths  on  each  of  William  Howard’s  six  children — 
Christopher,  Sally,  James,  Enoch,  Benjamin,  and  Faner.  In  1961  the  Bible 
record  of  William  Howard’s  son-in-law  William  Boone  was  in  the  posses¬ 
sion  of  a  descendant,  Mrs.  Daisy  Parker  Lawrence,  of  Gotha,  Florida;  and 
Henry  Wallace  Moffett,  of  Union  City,  Tennessee,  had  his  grandfather 
Benjamin  Howard’s  Bible.  It  is  noteworthy  that,  although  there  has  been 
considerable  longevity  among  William  Howard’s  grandchildren  and  great¬ 
grandchildren,  his  six  children  died  before  reaching  old  age — before  1860. 
Only  Christopher  reached  fifty,  and  he  died  before  he  was  fifty-one  years 
of  age. 

1 .  Christopher  Howard,  William  Howard’s  first  known  child,  was  born 
April  20,  1802,  according  to  the  William  Boone  Bible  record.  He  died 
October  19,  1852,  a  few  hours  after  having  made  an  oral  will  on  his  death¬ 
bed  in  the  presence  of  F.  R.  Moore,  David  Rorur,  George  Berry,  and  R.  M. 
Houge  ( Lincoln  County  Will  Book  2,  p.  45).  His  name  was  first  placed  on 
public  record  in  the  will  of  his  grandfather  Christopher  Howard  from 
whom  as  a  namesake  he  received  a  fifty-acre  tract  of  land.  This  will  was 
dated  August  8,  1815,  and  was  probated  in  the  following  November  Term 
of  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  Court  ( Will  Book  G,  pp.  400-401). 
This  bequest,  together  with  the  subsequent  sale  of  the  fifty  acres  of  land, 
documents  the  grandfather-son-grandson  relationship  of  Christopher 
Howard,  William  Howard,  and  Christopher  Howard.  Upon  becoming 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  Christopher  Howard,  “of  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
Lincoln  County,”  made  a  trip  back  to  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  and 
sold  the  fifty-acre  tract  of  land  which  his  grandfather  had  bequeathed  him 
( Rowan  County  Deed  Book  27,  pp.  762-763). 

Christopher  Howard’s  wife’s  name  was  Jane,  according  to  his  will  and 
the  1850  Census  Report.  From  a  family  source  has  come  the  information 
that  her  name  was  Jane  Stiles  before  marriage,  but  this  has  not  been 
verified  by  any  public  or  family  record  which  has  come  to  the  attention  of 
the  writer.  According  to  her  tombstone  inscription  in  the  old  Howard 
Family  Cemetery,  between  Kelso  and  Mulberry,  she  died  February  13, 
1871,  at  the  age  of  63.  The  date  of  their  marriage  is  not  known;  but  it  is 
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assumed  to  have  occurred  in  the  early  1820’s,  since  the  Census  Report  of 
1830  lists  in  Christopher  Howard’s  household  a  girl  between  five  and  ten 
years  of  age. 

Christopher  Howard’s  will  granted  his  wife  Jane  all  his  property  “for 
life-time  use  and  care  of  the  children,”  except  four  or  five  years’  use  of  two 
different  tracts  of  land  which  he  granted  to  his  son  William  and  his  son-in- 
law  Newton  C.  Luttrell,  husband  of  his  daughter  Juliana  ( Lincoln  County 
Will  Book  2,  pp.  45-46).  On  the  last  day  he  lived,  Christopher  Howard 
probably  recognized  the  urgent  need  for  a  will  to  prevent  the  division  of  his 
property  which  his  widow  would  need  to  keep  intact  for  the  support  of  their 
seven  minor  children.  James  Fulton  was  named  executor  with  Charles 
Bright  as  an  alternate.  James  Fulton’s  relationship  with  the  Howards  has 
not  been  determined;  but  he  was  Trustee  of  Lincoln  County  for  a  number 
of  years,  a  prominent  man  locally,  and  apparently  a  close  friend,  if  not  a 
relative,  of  the  family.  Christopher  Howard’s  brother  Benjamin  had  earlier, 
on  December  13,  1851,  named  his  youngest  son  James  Fulton  Howard. 

Identification  of  Christopher  Howard’s  children  has  been  difficult  but 
reasonably  satisfactory.  No  Bible  record  of  the  family  has  been  located, 
and  his  will  contained  the  names  of  only  one  son  and  the  husband  of  one 
daughter.  Census  reports  indicate  there  were  in  all  at  least  eleven  children 
— three  born  before  1830,  four  between  1830  and  1840,  and  four  after 
1840.  One  son,  born  before  1830,  appears  to  have  died  before  1840 
leaving  ten  brothers  and  sisters  whose  identification  has  been  established 
to  the  writer’s  satisfaction.  The  three  oldest  children — Cincinnati,  Wil¬ 
liam  J.,  and  Juliana — had  married  before  1850  when  the  census  taker 
listed  in  Christopher  Howard’s  household  the  following:  Benton,  14; 
Benjamin,  10;  James,  8;  Jane,  13;  Martha,  7;  Nancy,  5;  and  Thomas,  3. 
The  1860  Census  Report  lends  support  to  the  writer’s  conviction,  based 
upon  other  records,  that  the  youngest  child  in  the  family  in  1850  was  not 
a  boy  named  Thomas  but,  instead,  a  girl  named  Faner,  sometimes  called 
Fannie.  Benton,  the  first  child  listed  in  the  1850  Census  Report,  was 
actually  named  Thomas  Benton  and  was  known  generally  by  his  contem¬ 
poraries  as  Tom  Bent  Howard.  Sketches  on  each  of  Christopher  and  Jane 
Stiles  Howard’s  ten  known  children  follow. 

Cincinnati  Howard  is  thought  to  have  been  Christopher  and  Jane 
Stiles  Howard’s  first  child.  On  August  19-20,  1848,  she  married  George  P. 
Hunter  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages,  1838-1860,  p.  166).  Evidence  that 
she  was  Christopher  Howard’s  daughter  is  found  in  the  guardianship  of 
Benjamin  V.  Howard,  son  of  Christopher  Howard,  which  was  granted  to 
George  P.  Hunter  by  the  March  Term  of  Lincoln  County  Court  in  1858 
( Lincoln  County  Court  Minutes,  1856-1860 ,  p.  218).  According  to  the 
1870  Census  Report  of  the  Twenty-third  District  of  Lincoln  County,  in 
which  they  were  listed  as  living,  Cincinnati  Howard  Hunter  was  born  about 
1824  or  1825  and  her  husband  about  eleven  years  earlier.  They  had  at 
least  two  sons,  James  and  I.  A.  D.  Hunter,  according  to  the  1870  Census 
Report. 

William  /.  Howard,  second  of  the  known  children  of  his  parents,  mar¬ 
ried  Sarah  E.  Stiles  on  January  5,  1845  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages  1838- 
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1860,  p.  105).  In  the  1850  Census  Report  for  Lincoln  County  he  is  listed 
as  age  twenty-five  and  his  wife  Sarah  as  twenty-one.  They  had  two  children 
at  that  time — William,  five,  and  Christopher,  one.  At  the  September  Term 
of  Lincoln  County  Court  in  1857,  William  J.  Howard  gave  a  new  bond  for 
the  guardianship  of  his  brother  and  sisters,  Benjamin,  Nancy,  and  Faner 
Howard.  In  March,  1858,  Benjamin’s  guardianship  was  transferred  to  his 
brother-in-law  George  P.  Hunter  on  the  grounds  that  William  J.  Howard 
had  left  the  State  of  Tennessee  ( Lincoln  County  Court  Minutes,  1856- 
1860,  pp.  126  and  218). 

Juliana  Howard,  according  to  the  Census  Reports  of  1860  and  1870, 
was  bom  about  1834.  On  December  8,  1847,  she  married  Newton  C. 
Luttrell  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages  1838-1860 ,  p.  154)  who,  according  to 
the  Census  Report  of  1860,  was  born  about  1825.  The  Census  Reports  of 
1860  and  1870  indicate  that  they 'had  eight  children — William,  Sarah, 
James,  John  D.,  Dora  A.,  N.  L.,  Hezekiah,  and  M.  J.  P.  Luttrell.  New¬ 
ton  C.  Luttrell’s  name  is  found  frequently  in  the  records  of  Lincoln  County 
relative  to  the  guardianship  of  his  wife’s  brothers  and  sisters  and  his  later 
purchase  of  their  “one-tenth  interests”  in  their  father’s  estate. 

Jane  Howard  is  confirmed  as  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Jane  Stiles 
Howard  by  the  resignation  of  her  brother  William  J.  Howard  from  the 
guardianship  of  “Jane  Thompson,  former  Jane  Howard  (wife  of  Wm.  H. 
Thompson)”  ( Lincoln  County  Court  Minutes  1854-1856,  p.  231).  It  was 
on  January  6-7,  1855,  that  she  had  married  William  H.  Thompson  {Lin¬ 
coln  County  Marriages  1838-1860,  p.  279).  According  to  the  1850  Census 
Report,  Jane  Howard  was  born  about  1837.  On  June  7,  1860,  William  H. 
Thompson  was  granted  guardianship  of  his  wife’s  sisters  Nancy  and  Faner 
Howard  {Lincoln  County  Court  Minutes  1860-1863,  p.  10). 

Thomas  Benton  Howard,  generally  known  as  Tom  Bent  Howard,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  the  best  remembered  of  Christopher  Howard’s  children 
by  later  residents  of  Lincoln  County.  According  to  his  tombstone  inscrip¬ 
tion,  he  was  born  December  11,  1835,  and  died  February  25,  1881.  On  an 
unknown  date,  about  1856,  he  married  Lutishia  White  who,  according  to 
the  Census  report  of  1870,  was  born  about  1826.  To  them  were  born  six 
children — John  Thomas  Howard,  who  married  Josephine  Ramsey;  Martha 
Howard,  who  married  John  Lloyd;  Christopher  B.  Howard,  who  was  en¬ 
gaged  to  Henrietta  McGehee  but  did  not  marry  her  due  to  losing  his  arm; 
Mollie  L.  Howard,  who  married  Dock  Conley;  James  P.  Howard,  who 
married  Layetta  Shelton;  and  George  F.  Howard,  who  married  Fanny  Mc- 
Couloh.  From  the  union  of  John  Thomas  Howard  and  Josephine  Ramsey 
Howard  came  Benjamin  Clifford  Howard  whose  widow  Effie  Mae  Mc¬ 
Gehee  Howard  and  son  Ed  Howard  furnished  much  of  the  information  on 
Tom  Bent  Howard’s  family. 

Benjamin  V.  Howard,  according  to  census  reports,  was  born  about 
1839.  On  October  12,  1858,  he  married  Mary  Jane  Gattis  {Lincoln  County 
Marriages  1838-1860 ,  p.  346)  who,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of 
1860,  was  born  about  1837.  Apparently  she  had  died  before  1870,  when 
Benjamin  Howard,  a  constable,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  that 
year,  and  his  three  children — William,  Allie  J.,  and  Charlie  Howard — were 
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living  in  the  home  of  Berry  W.  and  Allie  Gattis,  presumably  the  parents  of 
his  deceased  wife.  Charlie,  the  youngest,  was  four. 

James  Howard ,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  was  born 
about  1842.  On  October  4,  1858,  he  married  Hulda  Thompson  ( Lincoln 
County  Marriages  1838-1860 ,  p.  346)  who  bore  him  two  children, 
George  and  Jimmy.  Jimmy  was  a  girl,  blind  from  birth,  who  was  born 
while  her  father  was  serving  in  the  Civil  War  in  which  he  lost  his  life. 

Martha  Howard,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  was  bom 
about  1843.  On  February  20-22,  1857,  she  married  John  Little,  who  was 
born  about  1839  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages  1838-1860,  p.  317).  They 
were  living  in  the  Twenty-third  District  of  Lincoln  County  in  1860  and 
had  a  two-year-old  son,  Samuel  Little.  On  September  12,  1867,  John  Little 
and  wife  Martha  sold  their  “one-tenth  interest”  in  Christopher  Howard’s 
estate  to  their  brother-in-law  Newton  C.  Luttrell  ( Lincoln  County  Deed 
Book  D-2,  p.  75). 

Nancy  Howard,  according  to  the  1850  Census  Report,  was  born  about 
1845.  When  the  census  was  taken  in  1860,  she  was  living  with  her 
widowed  mother  and  sister  Faner;  but  on  July  16-24  of  that  year  she 
married  Berry  W.  Gattis  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages  1838-1860,  p.  373), 
presumably  a  brother  of  Mary  Jane  Gattis  who  married  Nancy  Howard’s 
brother  Benjamin  two  years  earlier.  On  November  25,  1865,  B.  W.  Gattis 
and  wife  Nancy  sold  their  “one-tenth  interest”  in  Christopher  Howard’s 
estate  to  their  brother-in-law  Newton  C.  Luttrell  ( Lincoln  County  Deed 
Book  A-2,  p.  342). 

Faner  Howard,  apparently  named  for  her  aunt  Faner  Howard  Parker 
but  sometimes  called  Fannie,  was  born  about  1846,  according  to  the  1860 
Census  Report  which  listed  her  with  her  widowed  mother,  Jane  Howard, 
and  her  sister  Nancy.  Faner  Howard  appears  rather  young  to  have  married 
in  1860;  but  she  is  the  Faner  Howard  who  married  Rufus  D.  C.  McMillen 
on  July  23-24  of  that  year  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages  1838-1860 ,  p.  373), 
as  evidenced  by  their  sale  on  September  12,  1867,  of  “one-tenth  interest” 
in  Christopher  Howard’s  estate  to  their  brother-in-law  Newton  C.  Luttrell 
( Lincoln  County  Deed  Book  D-2,  p.  75).  Faner  and  her  sister  Nancy  prob¬ 
ably  had  a  double  wedding,  since  both  ceremonies  were  performed  by 
J.  H.  Eslick,  J.  P.,  who  returned  both  marriage  licenses  to  the  courthouse 
on  the  same  day,  July  24,  1860. 

Having  thus  accounted  for  Christopher  Howard’s  ten  known  children, 
we  return  now  to  the  other  children  of  his  father,  William  Howard. 

2.  Sally  Howard,  second  child  of  William  Howard,  according  to  the 
Boone  Bible,  was  born  December  29,  1803,  and  married  William  Boone  on 
March  25,  1824.  According  to  other  family  records,  she  died  January  13, 
1843,  at  the  age  of  forty.  William  Boone,  son  of  the  Reverend  Benjamin 
and  Mary  Wilson  Boone,  was  born  in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  De¬ 
cember  12,  1790,  and  died  June  9,  1854,  according  to  other  family  records. 
William  and  Sally  Howard  Boone  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children — 
Howard,  Polly,  Rhoda,  Benjamin,  Faner,  Sarah  Donaldson,  James,  Re¬ 
becca,  Cener,  Vivian,  and  Daniel  Boone  (not  the  famous  backwoodsman 
but  a  distant  cousin) — who  were  reared  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  of 
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Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  Additional  information  on  this  family  is  found 
in  the  Boone  Relatives  and  Neighbors  section  of  Chapter  III. 

3.  James  Howard,  William  Howard’s  third  child,  was  born  Janu¬ 
ary  20,  1806,  according  to  the  Boone  Bible  record,  and  died  young — 
apparently  before  1820. 

4.  Enoch  Howard,  William  Howard’s  fourth  child,  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  20,  1807,  according  to  the  Boone  Bible  record,  and  died  young — ap¬ 
parently  before  1820. 

5.  Benjamin  Howard,  whom  William  Howard  named  in  his  will  as  his 
youngest  son  ( Lincoln  County  Will  Book  1,  p.  117),  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  22,  1810,  according  to  that  will.  Benjamin  Howard’s  own  Bible  record 
confirms  this  birth  date  with  the  added  information  that  he  was  born  in 
Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  that  he  married  Esther  Hester  George  on 
May  14,  1840  (verified  by  Lincoln' County  Marriages  1838-1860,  p.  7), 
and  that  he  died  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  February  11,  1858,  at  the 
age  of  forty-eight.  Esther  Hester  George,  known  by  her  family  as  Hetty, 
according  to  this  same  Bible  record,  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennes¬ 
see,  December  26,  1822,  and  died  there  in  August,  1852,  at  the  age  of 
thirty.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Mary  George.  It  is  assumed 
that  Benjamin  and  Hetty  George  Howard  lived  on  the  450-acre  farm  on 
Tucker’s  Creek,  in  Lincoln  County,  which  Benjamin  received  through  his 
father’s  will.  When  Hetty  died,  her  youngest  child  was  less  than  a  year  old, 
and  the  oldest  was  only  eleven.  Six  years  later,  Benjamin  Howard’s  death 
left  six  orphans  ranging  in  age  from  six  to  seventeen.  Their  aunt  Faner 
Howard  Parker  was  still  living  but  lived  less  than  two  years.  She  was  in 
poor  health  and  had  a  houseful  of  children  of  her  own.  The  six  orphans 
had  no  other  kin  closer  than  first-cousins  in  the  Howard  family.  The 
1860  Census  Report  shows  that  the  oldest  child,  Mary  B.  Howard,  was  liv¬ 
ing  in  the  home  of  William  Copeland  who  had  married  her  mother’s  sister 
Mary  Ann  George  on  November  24,  1854  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages 
1838-1860,  p.  276)  and  who  had  been  made  administrator  of  Benjamin 
Howard’s  estate  ( Lincoln  County  Court  Minutes  1856-1860 ,  p.  210).  An¬ 
other  of  the  girls,  Martha  G.  Howard,  married  early  in  1860  and  was  living 
with  her  husband  Frank  M.  Snoddy  in  the  Twenty-fifth  District  of  Lincoln 
County.  The  three  youngest  children,  William,  Hester,  and  James,  were 
living  in  their  grandmother  George’s  home.  Fifteen-year-old  Julia  Howard, 
the  third  oldest,  was  probably  living  with  other  relatives. 

Most  of  Benjamin  and  Hetty  George  Howard’s  children  lived  at  one 
time  or  another  in  Union  City,  Tennessee.  Birth  dates  of  all  six  children 
— -Mary  B.,  Martha  G.,  Julia  Ann,  William  Stephens,  Hester  Ann,  and 
James  Fulton — are  found  in  the  family  Bible  record  which  was  preserved 
until  her  death  by  the  oldest  child,  Mary  B.  Howard  Shoffner,  and  later  by 
their  grandson  Henry  Wallace  Moffett.  From  this  Bible  record,  from  other 
family  records,  and  from  the  memory  of  older  relatives,  has  come  sufficient 
information  for  a  short  sketch  on  each  of  these  six  children. 

Mary  B.  Howard,  first  child  of  Benjamin  and  Hester  George  Howard, 
was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  May  23,  1841.  It  is  not  known 
how  long  she  lived  in  the  home  of  William  and  Mary  Ann  George  Cope- 
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land  near  the  home  of  her  deceased  parents  in  the  Fourth  District  of 
Lincoln  County;  but  on  December  28,  1865,  she  married  Daniel  Peyton 
Shoffner  (1839-1895),  son  of  Joel  and  Matilda  Shoffner  (Goodspeed’s 
History  of  Lauderdale  County,  Biographical  Section).  In  1867  they  moved 
to  Union  City,  Tennessee,  and  had  three  daughters — Ella  Vesta  Shoffner, 
who  died  young;  Florence  Shoffner,  who  married  James  Clinton- Harris; 
and  Lotta  Dana  Shoffner,  who  married  Dr.  William  M.  Turner  ( History  of 
John  Shofner  and  His  Descendants,  p.  87,  by  C.  L.  Shoffner).  Mary  B. 
Howard  Shoffner  lived  until  March  23,  1912.  It  was  she  who  preserved 
her  father’s  Bible  after  his  death. 

Martha  G.  Howard,  second  child  of  Benjamin  and  Hester  George 
Howard,  was  born  December  14,  1 842,  and  died  at  Dyer,  Gibson  County, 
Tennessee,  May  8,  1872,  according  to  her  father’s  Bible  record.  Between 
February  22  and  March  1,  1860,  she  married  Frank  M.  Snoddy  ( Lincoln 
County  Marriages  1838-1860,  p.  370).  They  were  living  in  the  Twenty- 
fifth  District  of  Lincoln  County  when  the  1860  Census  was  taken.  During 
the  March  Term  of  Lincoln  County  Court  in  1866,  Frank  M.  Snoddy  was 
made  guardian  of  his  wife’s  minor  brothers  and  sister,  William  Stephens, 
Hester  Ann,  and  James  Fulton  Howard  ( Lincoln  County  Court  Minutes, 
Book  A,  p.  337).  It  is  not  known  if  the  middle  initial  in  her  name  stood 
for  George;  but  whatever  it  stood  for,  it  is  significant  in  records  to  dis¬ 
tinguish  Martha  G.  Howard  from  her  first  cousin  Martha  Howard  who 
married  John  Little. 

Julia  Ann  Howard,  third  child  of  Benjamin  and  Hester  George  How¬ 
ard,  was  born  January  29,  1845,  according  to  the  Bible  record.  She  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  married  Richard  Neil  and  to  have  moved  to  New  York  City. 
No  further  information  on  her  has  been  made  available  to  the  writer. 

William  Stephens  Howard,  fourth  child  of  Benjamin  and  Hester 
George  Howard,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born  June  14,  1847, 
in  Lincoln  County  and  died  in  Union  City,  Tennessee,  June  14,  1931.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  relatives,  he  married  Anna  Dobbins  and  lived  for  a  time  in  Mis¬ 
souri.  His  name  is  significant,  since  there  was  living  in  Rowan  County, 
North  Carolina,  in  1803,  a  William  Stephens  who  had  a  daughter  Polly 
(Mary)  who  well  may  have  been  the  traditional  Mary  Stephens  who  mar¬ 
ried  William  Stephens  Howard’s  grandfather  William  Howard.  No  record 
has  been  found,  however,  to  support  the  tradition. 

Hester  Ann  Howard,  fifth  child  of  Benjamin  and  Hester  George 
Howard,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born  December  9,  1849,  and 
died  December  9,  1892,  in  Union  City,  Tennessee.  She  married  Henry 
Moffett.  They  had  the  following  children:  Benjamin  Howard  Moffett,  who 
married  Lolah  Fithian  and  lived  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri;  Henry  Wallace 
Moffett,  who  married  Mary  Maude  McConnel,  who  was  living  in  Union 
City  in  1960,  and  who  had  possession  of  his  grandfather  Benjamin  How¬ 
ard’s  Bible  at  that  time;  Winnie  Mai  Moffett,  who  married  Dr.  R.  A.  Napier 
and  who  was  living  in  Union  City  in  1960;  Ada  Moffett,  who  married  Dr. 
H.  W.  Qualls;  and  William  Fulton  Moffett,  who  married  Estelle  Goodman 
and  who  was  living  in  Memphis  in  1960.  Different  members  of  the  Moffett 
family  made  frequent  visits  to  their  relatives  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community, 
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of  Bedford  County.  Winnie  Mai  and  Fulton  are  particularly  remembered 
by  older  relatives  as  having  visited  in  the  home  of  the  writer’s  grandparents, 
Joshua  Wright  and  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost.  Fulton  Moffett  was  about 
the  same  age  as  their  son  Carl  W.  Frost.  Remembered  is  a  table  argument 
between  the  two  small  boys  over  the  pronunciation  of  biscuit.  “Don’t  say, 
‘bissit’,”  said  Carl.  “Say,  ‘bicket’.” 

James  Fulton  Howard,  sixth  and  last  child  of  Benjamin  and  Hester 
George  Howard,  was  born  December  13,  1851,  less  than  a  year  before  his 
mother  died.  He  married  Ada  Caldwell  and  lived  in  Union  City,  Tennessee, 
where  he  died  November  6,  1930.  He  had  at  least  one  son,  Benjamin 
Fulton  Howard,  who  was  living  in  Union  City  in  1960. 

Having  thus  identified  and  sketched  Benjamin  Howard’s  six  children, 
we  turn  next  to  his  sister,  the  last  of  William  Howard’s  children. 

6.  Faner  Howard,  sixth  and  last  child  of  William  Howard,  was  born 
in  Rowan  County,  North  Carolina,  August  22,  1812,  and  died  near  Flat 
Creek,  Tennessee,  August  12,  1859,  at  the  age  of  forty-seven.  On  Febru¬ 
ary  17,  1828,  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  she  married  Joseph  Parker, 
son  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  Guiton  Parker,  who  had  come  from  South 
Carolina.  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker  were  the  parents  of  thirteen 
children  who  grew  to  maturity:  William,  Isaiah,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  Rachel, 
John  Benjamin,  Sarah,  Rhoda,  James  Barksdell  (Dock),  Candice,  Frances 
(Fannie),  Joseph  Guiton,  and  Antoinnette  (Nettie)  Parker.  (Additional 
information  on  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker  and  sketches  on  their  chil¬ 
dren  are  found  in  earlier  sections  of  this  chapter.)  The  marriage  of  Joseph 
Parker  and  Faner  Howard  brought  to  the  writer  and  his  closest  relatives  the 
junction  of  their  Parker  and  Howard  ancestry  a  few  years  after  these 
pioneer  families  first  met  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  almost  a  century 
and  a  half  ago.  It  is  hoped  that  some  reader  will  continue  the  search  for 
earlier  ancestors  of  these  two  families. 


Chapter  IX 

THE  BEARDENS,  ANCESTORS 
AND  OTHER  RELATIVES 


It  is  because  of  Manerva  Bearden,  daughter  of  Eli  M.  and  Nancy 
Bearden,  that  this  chapter  is  written.  Manerva  Bearden  married  William 
Penn  Hix,  son  of  John  and  Milly  Key  Hix.  From  this  union  came  Joshua 
Wilson  Hix,  the  writer’s  maternal  grandfather.  More  information  on  Wil¬ 
liam  Penn  and  Manerva  Bearden  Hix  is  found  in  the  William  Penn  Hix 
section  of  Chapter  XIII. 

Not  only  because  of  his  own  Bearden  ancestry  but  also  because  of  the 
prominence  of  the  Bearden  family  in  the  affairs  of  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity,  the  writer  would  have  liked  very  much  to  have  presented  a  com¬ 
plete  story  of  the  early  ancestry  of  this  family;  but  exhaustive  research  on 
the  family  was  abandoned  for  two  reasons.  First,  a  considerable  amount  of 
documentation  has  been  presented  by  Mrs.  A.  Evans  Wynn  in  her  book, 
Southern  Lineages,  Records  of  Thirteen  Families,  published  in  1940, 
which  presents  a  general  trend  of  the  Bearden  family  without  establishing 
definite  lines  of  descent.  Second,  neither  the  documentation  thus  supplied 
nor  any  which  the  writer  has  been  able  to  discover  provides  a  definite  and 
complete  line  of  ascent  from  Manerva  Bearden  Hix  to  her  ancestors  who 
first  came  to  America.  Feeling  that  continued  research  might  be  more  ex¬ 
haustive  than  productive,  the  writer  has  considered  it  more  prudent  to  deal 
in  generalities  concerning  the  early  Beardens. 

The  Bearden  family  is  thought  by  most  who  have  studied  it  to  have 
been  French  in  origin,  probably  being  one  of  the  French  Huguenot  families 
which  came  to  America  to  escape  religious  persecution.  In  early  records  the 
family  name  has  been  spelled  Beardon,  Bearding,  Beardin,  Birding,  and 
Bairden,  as  well  as  Bearden.  The  earliest  recorded  date  of  Beardens  in 
America  which  has  been  made  available  to  the  writer  is  March  11,  1744. 
In  1833  John  Bearden  of  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  gave  this  date  for  his 
birth  in  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia.  No  documentation  has  come  to  the 
attention  of  the  writer  which  proves  how  this  John  Bearden,  the  grand¬ 
father  of  Manerva  Bearden  Hix,  was  related  to  other  Beardens  whose 
names  are  recorded  in  Caroline  County,  Virginia,  in  Granville  County, 
North  Carolina,  and  in  the  upper  districts  of  South  Carolina.  Both  the  fre¬ 
quency  with  which  early  Beardens  named  their  sons  John  and  the  seeming 
preference  of  Bearden  males  for  wives  named  Nancy  complicate  the 
study  of  records  for  the  purpose  of  identifying  the  various  lines  of  ascent 
or  descent. 

It  is  obvious  from  the  citation  of  records  in  Mrs.  Wynn’s  book  that 
there  were  at  least  three,  and  possibly  six,  other  John  Beardens  who  lived 
during  the  life  span  of  the  John  Bearden  who  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1744 
and  migrated  from  South  Carolina  to  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in 
1 824.  It  seems  reasonable  that  all  of  these  John  Beardens  were  related. 
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Except  for  the  record  of  his  application  for  pension,  however,  none  of  the 
records  cited  by  Mrs.  Wynn  seem  definitely  to  apply  to  the  John  Bearden 
who  is  the  connecting  link  between  the  Beardens  of  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee, 
and  their  immigrant  ancestors. 

John  Bearden’s  application  for  pension  is  a  six-page  document,  photo¬ 
copy  of  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  National  Archives  in  Washington, 
D.  C.  Since  it  is  the  most  revealing  record  of  which  the  applicability  is  not 
questioned,  attention  is  directed  to  some  of  its  most  significant  items. 
Aside  from  military  considerations  which  make  his  descendants  eligible  to 
membership  in  patriotic  societies,  there  are  a  number  of  other  important 
events  in  John  Bearden’s  life  recorded  in  his  application  for  pension. 

1 .  John  Bearden,  according  to  his  own  deposition,  was  born  in  Spot¬ 
sylvania  County,  Virginia,  March  11,  1744. 

2.  In  April,  1777,  at  the  age  of  33,  John  Bearden  became  a  soldier  of 
the  Revolution  in  the  Spartanburg  District,  of  South  Carolina. 

3.  Soon  after  August,  1778,  between  two  separate  periods  of  mili¬ 
tary  service,  John  Bearden  removed  to  Union  District,  South  Carolina. 

4.  John  Bearden  saw  in  all  not  less  than  nineteen  months  of  actual 
military  service  after  which  he  remained  a  citizen  of  South  Carolina  until 
1824. 

5.  During  the  year  1824,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  John  Bearden  removed 
to  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  where  he  was  living  on  May  15,  1833.  On 
this  date,  at  the  age  of  “Eightynine  years  two  months  and  four  days,”  John 
Bearden  appeared  before  his  neighbor,  William  Heaslett,  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community,  who  took  the  deposition  in  applica¬ 
tion  for  the  pension. 

6.  The  deposition  was  signed  by  both  John  Bearden  and  William 
Heaslett,  but  it  was  written  in  the  handwriting  of  neither.  The  first  reference 
in  the  text  of  the  application  to  the  deponent  was  as  “John  Bearden,  Senr.” 
Thereafter  in  the  deposition,  he  is  referred  to  as  “the  applicant”  or  “the 
deponent.”  John  Bearden’s  signature  is  less  legible  than  the  text  of  the 
deposition;  but  there  was  a  suffix  in  the  signature  which  appears  to  be 
“Sr.,”  though  it  might  possibly  have  been  “Jr.” 

7.  The  last  paragraph  of  the  deposition  states  that  John  Bearden 
“.  .  .  is  known  to  the  Rev.  William  Martin  and  Jacob  Fuller  in  his  pres¬ 
ent  neighborhood.” 

It  is  inconceivable  that  a  man  eighty  years  of  age  would  leave  a  settled 
community  in  South  Carolina  to  live  under  the  pioneering  conditions  of 
Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in  1 824,  unless  it  was  to  accompany  or  join  a 
close  relative.  Eli  M.  Bearden,  son  of  John  Bearden,  had  been  in  the  Flat 
Creek  Community  since  1818.  A  letter,  written  in  1899  by  the  Reverend 
Allan  Bearden  Philputt  and  explained  later  in  this  chapter,  is  quite  en¬ 
lightening  on  this  point.  “Our  great-grandfather  John  Bearden,”  wrote  the 
Reverend  Philputt,  “was  a  revolutionary  soldier.  He  came  from  S.  C.  to 
be  with  his  son  and  he  drew  a  pension  from  the  government.  Uncle  Wynn 
remembers  him.  Grandfather  [Eli  M.  Bearden]  built  him  a  house  in  his 
yard  where  he  lived  with  a  maiden  sister.”  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  maiden 
lady  was  the  sister  of  John  Bearden  or  of  Eli  M.  Bearden. 
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Apparently  changes  had  taken  place  by  the  time  the  census  was 
taken  in  1830.  Near  the  home  of  Eli  Bearden  (listed  in  the  census  report  as 
“Eli  Birding”)  lived  the  family  of  Jacob  Fuller,  age  50-60.  Listed  also  in 
the  Fuller  household  was  a  male,  age  80-90.  It  is  a  reasonable  assumption 
that  the  old  man  living  in  the  Fuller  household  was  John  Bearden  and  that 
Jacob  Fuller  was  his  son-in-law.  Jacob  Fuller  had  purchased  land  in  Bed¬ 
ford  County  as  early  as  1813  ( Deed  Book  E,  p.  81);  but  for  some  reason, 
possibly  that  he  had  returned  for  a  while  to  his  native  South  Carolina,  he 
was  not  listed  as  head  of  a  household  in  the  Bedford  County  Census  Report 
of  1820.  Lending  weight  to  the  conclusion  that  Jacob  Fuller  by  1830  had 
married  the  “maiden  sister,”  referred  to  earlier,  or  another  daughter  of 
John  Bearden,  is  action  taken  by  the  Bedford  County  Court  during  the 
December  Term  in  1850.  William  Bearden,  another  son  of  John  Bearden, 
was  appointed  administrator  of  the  estate  of  Mary  Fuller,  a  native  of 
South  Carolina,  who  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  after  the  census  had  been 
taken  ( Bedford  County  Court  Minutes  1848-1852 ,  p.  255).  It  is  quite  a 
reasonable  assumption  that  Mary  Fuller  was  both  sister  of  William  Bearden 
and  widow  of  Jacob  Fuller.  If  she  was  the  “maiden  sister”  who  had  lived 
with  her  father  in  the  house  in  Eli  Bearden’s  yard,  she  must  have  been 
Jacob  Fuller’s  second  wife,  for  he  had  children  more  than  ten  years  of  age 
in  1830.  Another  indication  of  relationship  between  the  Beardens  and  the 
Fullers  is  that  in  1850  the  two  widows,  Nancy  Bearden  and  Mary  Fuller, 
each  had  Smiths  living  in  their  homes.  Although  he  has  found  no  way  to 
prove  it,  the  writer  suspects  that  Sarah  and  May  Smith,  ages  twenty-six  and 
four,  in  the  home  of  Mary  Fuller,  as  well  as  James  Smith,  age  eleven, 
in  Nancy  Bearden’s  home,  were  children  of  another  of  John  Bearden’s 
daughters. 

Both  land  records  and  the  Census  Report  of  1850  indicate  that  Wil¬ 
liam  Bearden,  son  of  John  Bearden,  did  not  come  to  Tennessee  to  live  un¬ 
til  1828.  On  December  28,  of  that  year,  he  witnessed  the  signature  of 
Abraham  Haner  of  Lincoln  County,  who  sold  land  on  the  headwaters  of 
Big  Flat  Creek  to  Pleasant  Bearden,  not  yet  identified  as  a  son  of  John 
Bearden.  William  and  Patience  Bearden’s  daughter  Mourning  Bearden, 
who  was  born  in  1827,  was  listed  in  the  1850  Census  Report  as  a  native  of 
South  Carolina.  An  interesting  excerpt  from  an  unpublished  paper  pre¬ 
pared  by  Charles  Gowen  in  1905  confirms  the  relationship  between  Eli 
and  William  Bearden.  “Two  old  Beardens,  Billy  and  Eli.  Billy,  Finis’ 
father — Eli,  Willis  and  Winn’s  father.  I  have  it  from  Jim  Bearden  that 
John  Bearden  and  Billy  and  Eli’s  father  came  to  this  country  and  is  buried 
at  Flat  Creek.  He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier  and  many  years  ago  the 
government  sent  some  parties  to  locate  the  grave  in  order  to  erect  a  monu¬ 
ment,  but  his  grave  could  not  be  found.”  (Further  reference  to  the  paper 
by  Charles  Gowen  can  be  found  in  the  John  Hix,  Maternal  Ancestor  section 
of  Chapter  XIII.) 

In  all  probability  John  Bearden  had  children  other  than  those  named 
or  suggested  in  this  chapter,  but  no  documentation  has  been  found  for  their 
identification.  The  inference  in  his  pension  application  that  there  was  a  son 
John  Bearden,  Jr.,  has  not  led  to  his  discovery.  How  long  John  Bearden, 
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the  progenitor  of  the  Flat  Creek  Beardens,  drew  a  pension  is  not  known.  No 
record  of  him  has  been  found  for  a  date  later  than  his  application  for  it. 

Eli  M.  Bearden  and  His  Family 

No  South  Carolina  record  of  Eli  M.  Bearden  or  of  his  wife  Nancy  has 
been  made  available  to  the  writer.  About  half  of  their  fourteen  children, 
however,  appear  to  have  been  born  before  the  family  moved  to  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  to  settle  near  Flat  Creek.  Mrs.  Eliza  Byrom  Stephens, 
of  Shelbyville,  Tennessee,  reported  in  1958  that  she  had  heard  Manerva 
Bearden  Hix,  daughter  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  tell  many  times  about 
the  trip  from  “old  South  Carolina”  in  covered  wagons  and  how  they  baked 
a  barrel  of  biscuits  to  eat  along  the  way  and  how  good  they  tasted.  Records 
in  the  Tennessee  Archives  indicate  that  Eli  Bearden  received  five  grants 
of  land  from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  the  first  being  dated  September  1, 
1818  ( Tennessee  Grant  Book  V,  p.  772). 

In  the  1820  Census  Report  for  Bedford  County,  Eli  Bearden  was 
listed  twice  as  “Eli  Bairden.”  The  double  listing  was  due  probably  to  his 
owning  land  in  two  separate  civil  districts.  At  that  time  he  had  five  boys  and 
five  girls.  Living  near  him,  as  indicated  by  one  entry  in  the  census  report, 
was  Richard  Florn  from  whom  he  later  bought  land  on  April  5,  1823,  “on 
the  waters  of  Little  Flat  Creek”  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  Q,  p.  152). 
This  seems  to  have  adjoined,  or  at  least  to  have  been  near,  a  seventeen- 
acre  tract  which  he  received  from  the  State  on  August  13,  1823,  “on  the 
ridge  dividing  Little  Flat  Creek  from  Big  Flat  Creek.”  This  seems  to  have 
been  within  the  vicinity  of  where  he  was  living  at  the  time  of  his  death  and 
where  his  widow  lived  for  many  years  afterwards.  Descendants  continued 
to  own  this  land  for  at  least  two  more  generations. 

Another  of  Eli  Bearden’s  neighbors  in  1820  was  William  Heaslett,  who 
witnessed  Richard  Horn’s  signature  to  the  deed  and  who  took  the  deposi¬ 
tion  for  John  Bearden’s  pension  application  thirteen  years  later.  In  the 
1830  Census  Report,  Eli  Bearden  is  listed  as  “Eli  Birding”  along  with  Wil¬ 
liam  Heaslett,  his  neighbor  of  at  least  ten  years.  The  exact  date  of  Eli 
Bear.den’s  death  is  not  known,  but  Chancery  Court  records  indicate  that 
it  occurred  about  1831.  There  is  a  family  tradition  that  he  died  in  1830 
from  “typhus  fever  brought  on  by  overwork.” 

Nancy  Bearden,  widow  of  Eli  M.  Bearden,  was  listed  in  the  1840 
Census  Report  as  head  of  a  household  of  four  boys  and  three  girls.  Seven 
of  the  fourteen  children  apparently  had  either  died  or  left  home.  Nancy 
Bearden  was  listed  twice  in  the  1850  Census  Report.  In  the  Twenty-third 
Civil  District  of  Bedford  County  she  was  listed  as  head  of  her  household, 
age  61.  Her  youngest  daughter,  Elizabeth,  was  listed  as  age  21.  Living  with 
them  were  Nancy  McGuire,  a  granddaughter,  age  12,  and  James  Smith, 
age  11,  whose  identity  has  not  been  established  but  who  was  probably  a 
close  relative  also.  Nancy  Bearden’s  home  in  the  Twenty-third  District,  no 
doubt,  was  the  same  as  when  her  husband  was  living  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Living  near  Nancy  Bearden  in  1850  were  Wynn  and  William  Bear¬ 
den,  her  son  and  brother-in-law,  respectively.  In  the  Twenty-fourth  Civil 
District  of  Bedford  County  the  census  taker  listed  Nancy  Bearden  as  age  63, 
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living  in  the  home  of  her  son  Willis  Bearden.  Listed  also  in  this  home  was 
“Eliza  Bearden,”  age  16.  This  must  have  been  an  erroneous  listing  for 
Willis  Bearden’s  sister  Elizabeth  Bearden;  for  nowhere  else  has  there  been 
found  any  evidence  that  Willis  Bearden  had  a  daughter  by  the  name  of 
Eliza. 

It  is  assumed  that  tradition  is  correct  that  Nancy  Bearden  died  in  1859 
and  that  both  she  and  Eli  were  buried  in  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery.  There 
is  also  the  tradition  that  Nancy  Bearden  was  a  Wynn  before  marriage;  but 
the  lack  of  verification  has  prompted  the  writer  to  omit  its  use  in  the 
numerous  references  to  this  well  established  ancestor.  In  her  application 
for  membership  in  the  Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution  on  John 
Bearden’s  military  service,  Mollie  Sherman  Reagor  Parker  gave  the  names 
of  her  great-grandparents  as  Eli  Bearden  and  Nancy  Langston  (National 
D.A.R.  No.  31899).  Eli  Bearden’s  mother  may  have  been  a  Wynn. 

Information  about  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden’s  children  has  come  largely 
from  four  sources:  1)  a  letter  written  in  1899  by  the  Reverend  Allan 
Bearden  Philputt,  2)  a  Chancery  Court  record  of  1843,  3)  family  rec¬ 
ords  and  traditions  obtained  from  a  number  of  Bearden  descendants, 
and  4)  United  States  Census  Reports. 

For  about  twelve  years  after  Eli  M.  Bearden’s  death,  his  estate  re¬ 
mained  intact.  Meanwhile  a  number  of  his  children  had  married  and  some  of 
them  had  died.  On  June  26,  1843,  a  petition  was  granted  by  the  Chancery 
Court  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  to  divide  the  estate  into  suitable 
tracts  and  sell  {Bedford  County  Chancery  Court  Records  1837-1845 , 
p.  244).  Kindred  Pearson,  who  was  first  appointed  as  commissoner  to  lay 
off  a  dower  for  the  widow  and  sell  the  remaining  land,  was  unable  to  serve 
because  of  poor  health.  In  December,  1843,  D.  D.  Hix  was  appointed  in 
his  stead  {Ibid,  p.  263 ) .  In  order  to  provide  a  documented  list  of  some  of 
Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden’s  children,  a  portion  of  the  petition  to  the  Chancery 
Court  is  quoted:  “.  .  .  that  Eli  Bearden  departed  this  life  about  the  year 
1831,  leaving  Nancy  Bearden  his  widow  and  Willis  Bearden,  Minerva  now 
wife  of  William  B.  [P.]  Hix,  Nimrod  Bearden,  Charlotte,  now  wife  of 
James  H.  Claunch,  John  T.  Bearden,  Nathan  Bearden,  Nancy  now  wife  of  ' 
George  T.  Walsh  (adult  children  and  heirs  of  said  Eli)  and  Wynn  Bearden, 
Allen  Bearden,  and  Elizabeth  Bearden  minor.” 

A  later  reference  in  the  Chancery  Court  records  {Ibid,  p.  296)  to 
the  division  of  this  estate  uses  the  name  E.  M.  Bearden.  This  is  the  only 
record  known  to  the  writer  in  which  the  middle  initial  is  used.  The  above 
petition,  of  course,  does  not  contain  the  names  of  the  children  who  had  died 
prior  to  1 843.  A  complete  list  of  the  names  of  the  fourteen  children  is  found, 
however,  in  the  Philputt  letter  of  1899.  This  letter  by  Allan  Philputt  was 
written  to  his  brother  James  McBride  Philputt,  also  a  nationally  recognized 
minister,  after  a  visit  to  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee.  During  this  visit  he  held  a 
revival  meeting  at  the  Church  of  Christ  and  made  special  effort  to  gather 
information  about  the  Bearden  and  Philpott  families  from  which  he  had 
descended.  The  names  of  the  fourteen  children,  as  contained  in  the  letter, 
are  as  follows:  Sallie,  Willis,  Richard,  Manerva,  Nimrod,  Charlotte, 
John  T.,  Nathan,  Nancy,  William,  Wynn,  Allen,  Elihu,  and  Elizabeth  C. 
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Bearden.  From  the  various  sources  previously  mentioned,  information 
has  been  obtained  for  the  sketches  which  follow. 

1.  Sallie  Bearden,  first  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  is  reported 
by  the  Reverend  Allan  Bearden  Philputt  to  have  died  in  1840,  at  about 
35  years  of  age.  This  would  place  the  date  of  her  birth  in  or  about  1805. 
She  is  reported  to  have  married  a  McGuire  and  to  have  had  a  daughter 
Nancy  McGuire,  who  married  Dave  Finney.  Nancy  McGuire  has  been 
mentioned  previously  as  having  been  living  with  her  grandmother  Nancy 
Bearden  in  1850.  In  1947  the  Reverend  E.  R.  Steagall,  grandson  of 
Manerva  Bearden  Hix,  wrote  that  Dave  and  Nancy  Finney  had  lived  near 
Golconda,  Illinois,  and  had  reared  a  family  of  two  boys  and  eight  girls. 

2.  Willis  Bearden,  second  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  was  born 
in  South  Carolina,  January  2,  1810,  and  died  at  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  on 
June  4,  1892.  On  an  unknown  date,  presumably  before  1832,  he  married 
Mahala  Rogers,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1805  and  died  at  Flat  Creek, 
Tennessee,  August  11,  1889.  Mollie  (Mary)  Sherman  Reagor  Parker 
gave  her  grandparents’  names  as  Willis  Bearden  and  Mahala  Claunch 
(National  D.A.R.  No.  31899).  She  should  have  known  her  own  grand¬ 
mother’s  name.  The  dispute  over  her  grandmother’s  name  may  be  an  indi¬ 
cation  of  a  prior  marriage.  They  are  buried  in  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery, 
where  their  tombstone  inscriptions  provide  the  dates  for  their  birth  and 
death.  They  lived  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  and  reared  to  maturity 
seven  children — Elizabeth  Jane,  Richard  Calvin,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Martha 
Ann,  William  Eli,  James  C.  J.,  and  Louisa  Bearden.  The  marriage  of  two 
of  them,  Richard  Calvin  and  Martha  Ann,  into  the  Reagor  family,  as  well 
as  the  prominence  of  most  of  them  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community,  prompts 
the  inclusion  of  a  subsequent  section  of  this  chapter  for  brief  sketches  on 
these  seven  children  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers  Bearden. 

3.  Richard  Bearden,  third  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  is  reported 
by  his  nephew  Allan  Bearden  Philputt  to  have  been  born  in  1812  and 
to  have  died  about  1831.  The  Census  Report  of  1830  lists  him  as  head  of  a 
household  at  an  age  of  15-20  with  one  female  in  the  same  age  bracket  and 
in  addition  a  boy  between  five  and  ten  and  a  girl  between  ten  and  fifteen. 
Though  young,  he  probably  was  married.  The  younger  people  in  the  house¬ 
hold  probably  were  his  wife’s  brother  and  sister.  Since  his  sister  Manerva  is 
known  to  have  been  born  July  8,  1812,  Richard  Bearden  must  have  been 
born  in  1811,  unless  he  was  Manerva’s  twin  brother. 

4.  Manerva  (spelled  as  on  her  tombstone)  Bearden,  fourth  child  of 
Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  was  borrfin  South  Carolina,  July  8,  1812,  and  died 
in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  March  2,  1895.  On  an  unknown  date,  about 
1833,  she  married  William  Penn  Ehx,  who  was  born  May  20,  1811,  and 
died  June  16,  1893.  Their  children  who  lived  to  maturity  were  Nancy, 
Elizabeth  (Betsy),  Mary  M.,  Louisa,  William  Taylor,  Elifus  Columbus, 
Sarah  Caroline,  and  Joshua  Wilson  Hix.  The  last  named  was  the  writer’s 
maternal  grandfather.  Additional  information  on  this  family  is  found  in 
the  section,  William  Penn  Hix,  of  Chapter  XIII. 

5.  Nimrod  Bearden,  fifth  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  was  re¬ 
ported  as  the  head  of  a  household  in  the  Census  Report  of  1840  for  the 
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Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  He  and  his  wife 
were  between  the  ages  of  twenty  and  thirty.  They  had  three  sons,  two  of 
them  under  five  and  the  other  one  between  five  and  ten.  Apparently  they 
had  left  Bedford  County  before  the  census  was  taken  in  1850.  The  Phil- 
putt  letter  of  1899  reports  that  Nimrod  Bearden  died  in  Texas  in  1878. 

6.  Charlotte  Bearden,  sixth  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  according 
to  the  Chancery  Court  records  referred  to  previously,  married  James  K. 
Claunch.  Just  when  the  family  left  the  Flat  Creek  Community  is  not 
known;  but  it  probably  was  before  1850,  since  their  names  have  not  been 
found  among  their  relatives  in  the  Census  Report  of  that  year.  From  an 
old  deed  in  the  possession  of  Cecil  M.  Bearden  in  1960,  evidence  comes 
that  James  K.  and  Charlotte  Bearden  Claunch  were  residing  in  McNairy 
County,  Tennessee,  on  December  20,  1853.  Charlotte  and  her  husband 
sold  to  her  brother  Willis  Bearden  her  share  in  her  mother’s  dowry. 
Thomas  Riggs,  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  McNairy  County,  witnessed  their 
signatures  to  the  deed. 

7.  John  T.  Bearden,  seventh  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  married 
Jane  Floyd,  daughter  of  Elijah  Floyd,  and  died  before  the  census  was 
taken  in  1850.  His  estate  was  administered  jointly  by  Wynn  Bearden  and 
Watson  Floyd,  brother  of  the  deceased  and  presumably  brother  of  the 
widow,  respectively  {Bedford  County  Court  Minutes,  1848-1852 ,  p.  188). 
Later  John  T.  Bearden’s  widow  married  Joshua  Coleman,  a  widower  with  a 
number  of  children  of  his  own.  He  was  appointed  guardian  of  the  four 
Bearden  children.  They  were  Rilley  (or  Rilda)  Bearden,  who  married 
William  Marion  Stephens;  Argile  Bearden,  who  married  Mary  Burrow; 
Hugh  Lawson  White  Bearden,  who  married  Mary  Gaddis;  and  Sarah 
Caroline  Bearden,  who  married  James  B.  Hix,  son  of  Demarquis  Dews  and 
Malinda  Stewart  Hix.  Additional  information  on  the  family  of  James  B. 
and  Sarah  Caroline  Bearden  Hix  is  found  in  the  section  Children  of 
Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix  in  Chapter  XIII. 

8.  Nathan  Bearden,  eighth  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  was  living 
in  1843  when  the  petition  was  made  to  Chancery  Court  for  a  division  of  his 
deceased  father’s  estate.  Since  his  name  is  not  found  in  the  1850  Census 
Report,  he  is  assumed  to  have  died  before  that  year.  The  date  of  his  birth, 
like  that  of  his  death,  is  not  known;  but  family  tradition  is  that  he  died  at 
the  age  of  twenty-seven  without  having  married. 

9.  Nancy  Bearden,  ninth  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  according 
to  the  Chancery  Court  records  of  1843,  married  George  T.  Welsh.  The 
Census  Report  of  1850  indicates  that  she  was  born  about  1820  and  that  she 
married  about  1840.  George  T.  Welsh,  who  by  the  same  census  report 
seems  to  have  been  born  in  1819,  apparently  died  before  the  census  was 
taken  in  1860.  Since  Jane  Welsh,  their  youngest  child,  was  listed  as  two 
years  of  age  in  1860,  he  apparently  died  after  1857.  Nancy  Bearden 
Welsh  was  still  living  in  1899.  The  Philputt  letter  indicated  that  she  was 
about  ninety  years  of  age  at  that  time,  but  actually  she  could  have  been 
only  about  eighty.  Efforts  in  1960  to  locate  either  her  place  of  burial  or 
any  descendants  were  unsuccessful.  George  T.  and  Nancy  Bearden  Welsh’s 
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children  were  Mary,  George,  Marian,  Elizabeth,  Sarah,  Cordelia,  and  Jane 
Welsh. 

10.  William  Bearden,  tenth  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Philputt  letter  of  1899,  died  at  about  twenty  years  of  age.  Since 
he  was  not  mentioned  as  an  heir  in  the  petition  to  Chancery  Court  on 
June  26,  1843,  he  must  have  died  before  that  date. 

11.  Wynn  Bearden,  eleventh  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  was 
born  near  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  October  19,  1823,  and  died  there 
March  27,  1903.  On  an  unknown  date,  presumably  about  a  year  before 
the  birth  of  their  first  child  in  1847,  he  is  reported  to  have  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Jane  Tribble,  daughter  of  James  Tribble.  She  was  born  in  the  Flat 
Creek  Community,  July  18,  1826,  and  died  there  January  7,  1913.  The 
unexplained  residence  of  fifty-three-year-old  Susan  Hudson  and  four 
younger  Hudsons  in  Wynn  Bearden’s  home  in  1850  leads  to  the  specula¬ 
tion  that  Elizabeth  Jane  might  have  been  a  Hudson  before  marriage;  but 
there  is  no  record  or  family  tradition  to  verify  this  or  to  explain  the  as¬ 
sociation.  From  Wynn  Bearden’s  will,  dated  September  24,  1898,  and 
proved  April  7,  1903  ( Bedford  County  Will  Book  No.  2,  pp.  148-149), 
from  the  settlement  of  his  estate  ( Administrator's  Settlement  Book  E, 
p.  212),  from  census  reports,  and  from  family  records,  we  are  able  to  de¬ 
termine  the  children’s  names  and  the  names  of  their  husbands  and  wives. 
According  to  available  information  the  eleven  children  of  Wynn  and 
Elizabeth  Jane  Tribble  Bearden  in  the  order  of  the  dates  of  their  birth  are 
as  follows:  John  O.,  James  M.,  Arnetta  Frances,  Harvey  M.,  Malissa 
Elizabeth,  Josie  B.,  William  Newman,  Eddie  B.,  Laura  D.,  Oscar  Elmo, 
and  Allen  McBride  Bearden.  Additional  information  on  each  is  found  in  a 
subsequent  section  of  this  chapter,  Children  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane 
Tribble  Bearden. 

12.  Allan  Bearden,  twelfth  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  according 
to  the  Philputt  letter  of  1899,  was  born  in  1825  and  was  living  in  Texas 
in  1899.  He  is  reported  to  have  married  a  woman  by  the  name  of  Sarah 
and  to  have  been  the  father  of  Henry  Bearden  and  of  Margaret  Bearden 
who  married  Bailey  Stone. 

13.  Elihu  Bearden,  thirteenth  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy  Bearden,  is  re¬ 
ported  in  the  Philputt  letter  of  1899  as  having  died  at  the  age  of  nine. 
Nothing  else  is  known  of  him. 

14.  Elizabeth  C.  Bearden  (C.  probably  for  Cordelia,  since  she  gave  a 
daughter  that  name)  was  the  fourteenth  and  last  child  of  Eli  and  Nancy 
Bearden.  The  date  of  her  birth,  October  9,  1829,  was  obtained  from  her 
tombstone  in  Livonia,  Indiana.  By  November,  1850,  she  had  reached 
twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  her  guardian,  J.  L.  Couch,  had  made  settle¬ 
ment  with  her  for  her  share  in  her  father’s  estate  ( Bedford  County  Court 
Minutes,  1848-1852 ,  p.  252).  In  May,  1852,  Betty  Bearden,  as  she  was 
called,  married  Barton  Philpott,  who  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Virginia, 
March  25,  1825.  The  first  child  born  to  this  union  was  Cordelia,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two  from  typhoid  fever.  On  May  6,  1856,  the  first  child  to  live 
to  adult  life  was  born  in  this  family.  Betty  gave  him  the  name  of  her  young- 
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est  living  brother,  Allan  Bearden.  This  first  son  later  became  an  outstand¬ 
ing  minister,  being  pastor  for  many  years  of  the  Central  Christian  Church 
of  Indianapolis.  It  was  he  who  wrote  the  letter  of  1899  to  his  brother 
James  McBride  Philputt,  also  a  famous  minister,  who  served  twenty-five 
years  as  pastor  in  New  York  City  and  had  many  other  important  assign¬ 
ments.  James  McBride  Philputt’s  autobiography,  “That  They  May  All  Be 
One,”  has  provided  interesting  family  history  and  background  for  these  nar¬ 
ratives.  He  was  born  September  17,  1860,  soon  after  the  death  of  his  sister 
Nancy  Ann,  who  had  been  born  in  1858  and  had  died  from  falling  into  an 
open  fireplace.  Three  other  children  born  to  this  union  were  Aurelia 
(Rilla)  in  1863;  Charles  Wynne  in  1867;  and  Mary  Elizabeth,  or  “Mollie,” 
in  1870.  All  of  these  five  grew  to  mature  age. 

When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  most  of  the  people  in  Flat  Creek  were 
in  support  of  or  in  sympathy  with  the  cause  of  the  Confederacy;  but  Barton 
Philpott,  like  most,  if  not  all,  of  his  Bearden  in-laws,  was  in  sympathy  with 
the  Union.  As  need  for  manpower  grew  more  acute,  family  responsibilities 
no  longer  permitted  him  to  avoid  military  service.  Rather  than  fight  on  a 
side  for  which  he  had  no  sympathy  or  against  some  of  his  neighbors,  Barton 
Philpott  rented  his  farm  and  fled  with  his  family  to  Livonia,  Indiana,  where 
he  worked  at  the  saddlers’  trade  until  the  war  clouds  had  passed.  At  the 
close  of  the  war,  in  1865,  the  Philpott  family  returned  to  their  farm,  near 
Flat  Creek,  Tennessee.  After  three  years  of  the  rigors  of  the  Reconstruc¬ 
tion  Days,  however,  Barton  and  Betty  Bearden  Philpott  decided  to  return 
to  Livonia,  Indiana,  where  they  could  give  their  children  a  better  educa¬ 
tion.  Just  when  and  why  the  family  name  was  changed  to  Philputt  is  not 
known  by  the  writer;  but  that  is  the  name  by  which  the  two  famous  minis¬ 
ter  sons,  Allan  Bearden  and  James  McBride,  were  known.  Betty  Bearden 
Philpott  died  April  14,  1871,  just  three  years  after  the  family  returned  to 
Indiana.  It  was  during  the  period  of  sadness  caused  by  her  death  that  her 
fifteen-year-old  son  Allan  Bearden  Philputt  is  reported  to  have  made  reso¬ 
lutions  which  led  to  his  outstanding  ministry.  After  a  second  marriage — to 
Tirzah  Richardson  in  1875 — Barton  Philpott  died  April  3,  1879,  and  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  his  first  wife  in  Livonia,  Indiana.  For  information 
about  Elizabeth  (Betty)  C.  Bearden  Philpott  and  her  family,  the  writer 
is  indebted  to  Mrs.  Grace  Young,  daughter  of  Allan  Bearden  Philputt, 
and  to  Mrs.  Helen  Cauble  Rogers,  of  Bloomington,  Indiana.  Mrs.  Rogers 
is  the  daughter  of  Aurelia  Josephine  Philputt,  who  married  the  Reverend 
Peter  Commodore  Cauble.  Neither  of  these  granddaughters  of  Betty 
Bearden  Philpott  has  a  descendant;  but  Mrs.  Roger’s  brother,  the  late 
Charles  Allan  Cauble,  did  leave  descendants  who  in  1960  were  living  in 
Phoenix,  Arizona. 

The  Children  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers  Bearden 

Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers  Bearden,  about  whom  sketches  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  the  preceding  section  of  this  chapter,  reared  to  maturity  in  the 
Flat  Creek  Community  seven  children.  In  the  order  of  their  births,  as  best 
can  be  determined  from  family  records  and  traditions,  they  were  Elizabeth 
Jane,  Richard  Calvin,  Mary  Elizabeth,  Martha  Ann,  William  Eli, 
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James  C.  J.,  and  Nancy  Louisa  Bearden.  A  brief  sketch  on  each  follows. 

1.  Elizabeth  Jane  Bearden,  first  child  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers 
Bearden,  was  born  in  November,  1832,  and  died  October  16,  1906,  without 
ever  marrying.  She  is  buried  in  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery  near  the  graves 
of  her  parents. 

2.  Richard  Calvin  Bearden,  second  child  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers 
Bearden,  was  born  March  4,  1835,  and  died  March  26,  1893.  He  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  the  first  to  have  been  buried  in  Rosebank  Ceme¬ 
tery  at  Flat  Creek.  Buried  by  his  side  is  his  wife  Emily  Catherine  Reagor 
Bearden,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Lacy  Reagor.  She 
was  born  February  28,  1835,  and  died  July  17,  1911.  They  were  married 
December  8,  1859.  They  had  the  following  eight  children:  Henry  Clay, 
Cora  Ann,  George  Alexander,  Robert  Lacy,  James  Mathews,  Carrie  M., 
Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Edna,  and  Samuel  Reagor  Bearden.  A  brief  sketch  on 
each  follows. 

Henry  Clcry  Bearden,  first  child  of  Richard  Calvin  and  Emily  Cath¬ 
erine  Reagor  Bearden,  was  born  October  3,  1860,  and  died  January  24, 
1923.  On  October  1,  1885,  he  married  Bettie  Shofner.  They  had  two  sons, 
Leland,  who  died  young,  and  James  Lonnie  Bearden,  Sr.,  who  married 
Mary  Lillian  Frost,  the  writer’s  aunt.  Uncle  Lonnie  has  been  helpful  in 
assembling  information  on  the  Bearden  family. 

Cora  Ann  Bearden,  second  child  of  Richard  Calvin  and  Emily  Cath¬ 
erine  Reagor  Bearden,  was  born  January  5,  1862,  and  died  May  23,  1945. 
On  September  4,  1884,  she  married  Jefferson  (Jeff)  Davis  Gardner,  who 
was  born  August  11,  1861,  and  died  January  27,  1930.  They  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  Frank,  Clyde  Watson,  Arlene,  Allie  B.,  Florice,  and  Kelley 
Reagor  Gardner.  (See  the  section,  The  Children  of  James  Brock  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Covey  Reagor,  in  Chapter  V  for  additional  information  on  this  fam- 
ily.) 

George  Alexander  Bearden,  third  child  of  Richard  Calvin  and  Emily 
Catherine  Reagor  Bearden,  was  born  August  18,  1863,  and  died  June  5, 
1949.  He  married  1)  Susie  Grubb  on  January  26,  1888,  by  whom  he  had 
two  children,  Grace  Arvel  and  George  DeWitt  Bearden;  and  2)  Lena  Woll, 
the  mother  of  Lillie  W.  Bearden.  They  lived  in  Oklahoma. 

Robert  Lacy  Bearden,  fourth  child  of  Richard  Calvin  and  Emily 
Catherine  Reagor  Bearden,  was  born  February  21,  1865,  and  died  June  13, 
1945.  On  September  17,  1893,  he  married  Neomia  Hix,  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  Lucinda  Stanfield  Hix.  They  had  two  sons,  Richard 
Christopher  and  Ross  Hix  Bearden. 

James  Mathews  Bearden,  fifth  child  of  Richard  Calvin  and  Emil) 
Catherine  Reagor  Bearden,  was  born  February  12,  1867.  On  May  8,  1892, 
he  married  Ida  Woosley.  They  had  three  sons — Rollie,  Clifford,  and 
James  Calvin  Bearden. 

Carrie  M.  Bearden,  sixth  child  of  Richard  Calvin  and  Emily  Catherine 
Reagor  Bearden,  was  born  February  2,  1869.  In  1911  she  married 
Jessie  L.  Hobbs.  Her  family  records  and  her  letters  to  relatives  have  pro¬ 
vided  much  of  the  information  on  her  brothers  and  sisters  as  well  as  on 
other  Beardens  and  Reagors.  No  children  were  born  to  this  union. 
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Samuel  Reagor  Bearden,  seventh  child  of  Richard  Calvin  and  Emily 
Catherine  Reagor  Bearden,  was  born  July  10,  1871.  On  September  6, 
1906,  he  married  Ida  Martin.  They  had  two  sons,  Robert  and  Samuel 
Bearden. 

Elizabeth  {Betsy)  Edna  Bearden,  eighth  child  of  Richard  Calvin  and 
Emily  Catherine  Reagor  Bearden,  was  born  July  13,  1873.  On  January  18, 
1905,  she  married  Will  Lacy.  They  had  two  sons,  Wallace  Bearden  and 
Wayne  Lacy. 

3.  Mary  Elizabeth  Bearden,  third  child  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers 
Bearden,  was  born  March  14,  1837,  and  died  August  3,  1921,  according 
to  her  tombstone  inscription  in  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery  near  the  graves 
of  her  parents.  On  an  unknown  date  she  married  Wesley  Evins,  who  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  daughter  Margie  Evins  Gordon,  died  at  the  age  of  sixty  in 
March,  1884.  No  tombstone  for  him  has  been  located,  but  he  is  reported 
to  have  been  buried  in  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery.  Wesley  and  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bearden  Evins  had  four  children — Gertie,  Samuel,  Myrtle,  and  Mar¬ 
gie.  A  short  sketch  on  each  follows. 

Gertie  Evins,  first  child  of  Wesley  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Bearden  Evins, 
was  born  December  31,  1875,  and  died  April  6,  1951.  She  married  first 
Walter  C.  Dillingham,  who  was  born  January  25,  1869,  and  died  from  an 
appendectomy  on  April  26,  1901.  He  was  the  father  of  her  two  children, 
Walter  and  Innis  Dillingham.  Many  years  later  she  married  Watt  Ray,  who 
had  been  married  previously  to  Bettie  Dillingham,  sister  of  Gertie’s  first 
husband. 

Samuel  A.  Evins  married  Rosanah  Hix,  daughter  of  Christopher  and 
Lucinda  Stanfield  Hix.  Their  children  were  Mary  Lou,  Douglas,  and  Sara 
Evins. 

Myrtle  Mahala  Evins,  third  child  of  Wesley  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
Bearden  Evins,  married  John  A.  Harrison.  Their  children  were  Hazel, 
Hilda,  Berrys,  and  Walton  W.  Harrison. 

Margie  Evins,  fourth  child  of  Wesley  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Bearden 
Evins,  married  Will  Gordon,  son  of  Richard  and  Callie  Burrow  Gordon. 
They  were  the  parents  of  Cecil,  Lacy,  Leo,  Felix,  and  Hoyle  Gordon.  This 
family  moved  to  California  in  1923. 

4.  Martha  Ann  Bearden,  fourth  child  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Bearden, 
was  born  April  7,  1839,  and  died  July  16,  1919.  In  1860,  according  to 
Reagor  family  records,  she  married  Elijah  Anthony  Reagor,  who  was  born 
December  9,  1836,  and  died  July  25,  1904.  He  was  a  brother  of  Emily 
Catherine  Reagor  who  married  Martha  Ann  Bearden’s  brother  Richard 
Calvin  Bearden.  Elijah  Anthony  and  Martha  Ann  Bearden  Reagor  are 
buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek,  where  their  tombstone  in¬ 
scriptions  furnish  the  dates  of  their  births  and  deaths.  They  had  six  chil¬ 
dren — Fannie  Elizabeth,  James  Emmett,  Mollie  Sherman,  Lawson  Anthony, 
Edward  Everett,  and  Walter  Newton.  A  brief  sketch  on  each  follows. 

Fannie  Elizabeth  Reagor,  first  child  of  Elijah  Anthony  and  Martha 
Ann  Bearden  Reagor  married  William  Word  Hix,  son  of  William  S.  (Bull) 
and  Martha  Word  Hix.  Their  children  were  Ernest  Levoy,  William  Claude, 
Lena  Vivian,  and  Aetna  Gertrude.  (For  additional  information  on  this 
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family  see  the  section,  The  Children  of  William  S.  and  Martha  Word  Hix, 
in  Chapter  XIII.) 

James  Emmett  Reagor,  second  child  of  Elijah  Anthony  and  Martha 
Ann  Bearden  Reagor,  married  1 )  Sally  Ingle,  who  died  at  the  birth  of  still¬ 
born  twins,  and  2)  Avie  Jane  Henderson,  mother  of  Ruth  Reagor  whose 
collection  of  Reagor  records  has  been  very  helpful  in  supplying  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Reagor  family. 

Mollie  Sherman  Reagor,  third  child  of  Elijah  Anthony  and  Martha 
Ann  Bearden  Reagor,  married  1 )  Will  Sutton  by  whom  she  had  one  child, 
Lillian  Sutton,  who  died  young,  and  2)  Charles  George  Parker,  son  of 
Isaiah  and  Mary  Rosier  Parker.  To  this  second  union  were  born  Isaiah  and 
Mary  Reagor  Parker.  (For  additional  information  on  this  family  see  the 
section,  The  Children  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker,  in  Chapter 
VIII.) 

Lawson  Anthony  Reagor,  fourth  child  of  Elijah  Anthony  and  Martha 
Ann  Bearden  Reagor,  married  Hattie  Gaston.  No  children  were  born  to 
this  union. 

Edward  Everett  Reagor,  fifth  child  of  Elijah  Anthony  and  Martha 
Ann  Bearden  Reagor,  married  Julia  Hasty.  They  had  two  sons,  Paul  and 
Edward  Reagor. 

Walter  Newton  Reagor,  sixth  and  last  child  of  Elijah  Anthony  and 
Martha  Ann  Bearden  Reagor,  married  Mamie  Bailey.  They  had  three 
children — Robert,  Morris,  and  Audrey  Reagor. 

5.  William  Eli  Bearden,  fifth  child  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers 
Bearden,  was  known  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  as  “Will”  and  “W.  E.” 
He  was  born  February  3,  1842,  and  died  March  17,  1923.  He  served  in  the 
Union  Army  during  the  Civil  War  and  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  the 
Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County  afterwards.  On  August  25,  1872, 
he  married  a  distant  cousin  Victoria  Bearden,  the  daughter  of  John  W.  and 
Nancy  Tribble  Bearden.  John  W.  Bearden  is  thought  to  have  been  a  brother 
of  his  wife’s  first  husband,  William  Bearden,  Jr.,  the  two  brothers  being 
grandsons  of  the  Revolutionary  soldier  John  Bearden.  After  the  death  of 
her  second  husband,  Nancy  Tribble  Bearden  is  thought  to  have  married 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Cox  with  whom  she  and  her  daughter  Victoria 
Bearden  moved  to  Illinois.  It  was  in  Marion  County,  Illinois,  that  the  mar¬ 
riage  between  William  Eli  Bearden  and  Victoria  Bearden  took  place.  They 
are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  about  one  mile  south  of  the  home 
where  they  reared  ten  children.  Family  records,  supplied  largely  by  their 
youngest  son,  Cecil  Bearden,  have  provided  most  of  the  information  on 
these  ten  children — Inez  Bearden,  who  was  born  April  5,  1874,  and  who 
died  January  31,  1889;  Walter  Emmett  Bearden,  who  was  born  Novem¬ 
ber  6,  1875,  and  married  Zula  Parker  about  whom  more  information  is 
found  in  the  section  The  Children  of  Joseph  and  Faner  Howard  Parker 
in  Chapter  VIII;  Ura  Bearden,  who  was  born  March  15,  1877,  and  mar¬ 
ried  Alpha  Williams;  Floyd  Bearden,  who  was  born  September  27,  1878, 
married  Ada  Reagor,  daughter  of  James  D.  and  Laura  Bobo  Reagor,  and 
became  the  father  of  Floy,  Inez,  William  Wilson,  Raus  Wynn,  and  James 
Alton  Bearden;  Elma  Bearden,  who  was  born  August  19,  1880,  and  mar- 
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ried  Mike  Womack;  Laura  Bearden,  who  was  born  August  28,  1882,  and 
married  Edd  S.  Long;  Cora  Bearden,  who  was  born  August  5,  1884,  and 
married  Y.  B.  LeCrory;  Ruby  Bearden,  who  was  born  October  6,  1888,  and 
married  Jesse  Jones;  Roscoe  Bearden,  who  was  born  November  16,  1890, 
and  married  Grace  Mays;  and  Cecil  Bearden,  who  was  born  June  20, 
1892,  and  married  Alta  Mai  Rudd,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Hattie  Campbell 
Rudd. 

6.  James  C.  J.  Bearden  was  the  sixth  child  of  Willis  and  Mahala 
Rogers  Bearden.  According  to  family  records,  he  was  born  January  24, 
1845.  He  is  reported  to  have  been  killed  while  in  the  service  of  the  Union 
Army  during  the  Civil  War.  In  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery  is  a  small  monu¬ 
ment  to  “Corp’l  J.  C.  Bearden,  Co.  C,  10th.  Tenn.  Inf.”  This  monument 
in  all  probability  was  erected  to  the  memory  of  James  C.  J.  Bearden,  young¬ 
est  son  and  next  youngest  child  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers  Bearden. 

7.  Nancy  Louisa  Bearden,  seventh  and  last  child  of  Willis  and  Ma¬ 
hala  Rogers  Bearden,  was  born  September  11,  1848,  and  died  Decem¬ 
ber  30,  1901.  On  a  date  not  known  by  the  writer  she  married  John  Bryant, 
who  served  in  the  Confederate  Army.  He  was  born  December  10,  1843, 
and  died  June  29,  1929.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at 
Flat  Creek.  They  had  ten  children  as  follows:  Florence  Bryant,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Louis  Pearson;  Etta  Bryant,  who  never  married;  James  C.  Bryant,  who 
married  Myrtle  Motlow;  Maggie  Bryant,  who  became  the  second  wife  of 
James  D.  Reagor;  Addie  Bryant,  who  married  Hilbert  Keith;  Emma  Bryant, 
who  married  W.  D.  Green;  Grace  Bryant,  who  married  Karl  Bradley; 
Johnnie  Bryant,  who  married  David  Clark;  Walton  Bryant,  who  married 
Bessie  Tilman;  and  Jesse  Bryant,  who  never  married. 

This  special  section  on  the  children  of  Willis  and  Mahala  Rogers 
Bearden,  as  indicated  earlier,  was  included  because  of  their  prominence  in 
the  Flat  Creek  Community  as  well  as  because  of  their  intermarriages  with 
other  of  the  writer’s  relatives.  The  amount  of  space  used  for  each  subject 
has  been  determined  by  the  availability  of  information  as  well  as  the  close¬ 
ness  of  the  double  relationship  with  the  writer. 

The  Children  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Tribble  Bearden 

Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Tribble  Bearden,  whose  sketches  were  in¬ 
cluded  in  an  earlier  section  of  this  chapter,  were  the  parents  of  eleven  chil¬ 
dren — John  O.,  James  M.,  Arnetta  Frances,  Harvey  M.,  Malissa  Elizabeth, 
Josie  B.,  William  Newman,  Eddie  B.,  Laura  D.,  Oscar  Elmo,  and  Allen 
McBride  Bearden.  A  brief  sketch  on  each  follows. 

1.  John  O.  Bearden,  first  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Tribble 
Bearden,  was  born  March  5,  1847,  and  died  July  4,  1898.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  25,  1867,  he  married  Sarah  A.  Snell,  the  daughter  of  A.  G.  and 
Casandra  Snell.  By  June,  1864,  Sarah  A.  Snell’s  father  had  died,  and  her 
future  father-in-law  was  made  her  guardian.  The  Census  Report  of  1870 
lists  John  O.  and  Sarah  A.  Snell  Bearden  living  in  the  home  of  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Casandra  Snell.  Sarah  was  listed  as  nineteen  years  of  age.  On  May  15, 
1873,  the  young  couple  acknowledged  receipt  of  $159.29,  the  amount  due 
from  Wynn  Bearden  as  guardian  for  Sarah  ( Bedford  County  Guardian 
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Book  D,  p.  217).  They  are  buried  in  Pisgah  Cemetery,  in  Bedford  County, 
about  half  way  between  Flat  Creek  and  Singleton.  They  are  reported  to 
have  had  five  children — Addie,  Albert,  Clarence,  May,  and  Will  Bearden. 

2.  James  M.  Bearden,  second  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Trib¬ 
ble  Bearden,  was  born  October  5,  1848,  and  died  in  April,  1865.  He  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  buried  in  the  National  Cemetery  in  St.  Louis,  Mis¬ 
souri,  a  casualty  of  the  Civil  War  in  which  he  fought  as  a  Union  soldier. 
Nothing  further  is  known  about  him;  and  no  verification  is  offered  for  his 
military  service,  though,  no  doubt,  it  is  available  in  the  National  Archives. 

3.  Arnetta  Frances  Bearden,  third  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane 
Tribble  Bearden,  was  born  September  6,  1850,  and  died  February  11, 
1938.  On  May  4,  1871,  she  married  James  M.  Finney,  who  was  born  in 
1848  and  died  June  17,  1896.  They  are  buried  at  Winchester,  Tennessee. 
Their  six  children  were  Oliiver  F.,' Hattie,  Ethel,  Emma,  Edgar  B.,  and 
Elma  Finney. 

4.  Harvey  M.  Bearden,  fourth  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Trib¬ 
ble  Bearden,  was  born  November  6,  1852,  and  died  December  23,  1917. 
On  September  20,  1891,  he  married  Mary  Elizabeth  Gunn.  She  died  June  6, 
1936.  They  are  buried  at  Bessemer,  Alabama.  They  are  reported  to  have 
had  five  children — Ethridge,  Estell,  Mabel,  Edward,  and  Edith  Bearden. 

5.  Malissa  Elizabeth  Bearden,  fifth  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane 
Tribble  Bearden,  was  born  October  9,  1855,  and  died  July  22,  1910.  She 
is  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek,  near  the  graves  of  her 
parents.  She  had  not  married  when  her  father  made  his  will  on  Septem¬ 
ber  24,  1898;  but  by  the  time  her  father’s  estate  was  settled  on  March  27, 
1903,  she  had  become  the  second  wife  of  William  G.  Smiley,  who  was 
born  April  1,  1833,  and  died  January  5,  1915.  He  was  buried  in  Willow 
Mount  Cemetery  near  the  grave  of  his  daughter  Otha  Smiley  Hix,  wife  of 
James  R.  Hix. 

6.  Josie  B.  Bearden,  sixth  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Tribble 
Bearden,  was  born  March  5,  1857,  and  died  July  17,  1945.  She  is  buried  in 
Rosebank  Cemetery  near  the  grave  of  her  husband  William  A.  Williams, 
who  was  born  May  12,  1852,  and  died  March  30,  1912.  Like  her  sister 
Malissa,  Josie  Bearden  married  at  an  advanced  age — on  August  21,  1900; 
and  also  like  her  sister,  she  had  no  children. 

7.  William  Newman  Bearden,  seventh  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth 
Jane  Tribble  Bearden,  was  born  February  11,  1859,  and  died  June  19, 
1936.  On  September  24,  1887,  he  married  Mary  (Mollie)  Elizabeth  Hix, 
daughter  of  William  S.  (Bull)  and  Martha  Ann  Word  Hix.  She  was  born 
June  12,  1863,  and  died  May  3,  1953.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount 
Cemetery,  in  Shelbyville.  They  had  the  following  children  who  were 
reared  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  before  the  family  moved  to  Shelby¬ 
ville:  Eva,  Roy  Newman,  and  Lillie  Bearden.  Both  Eva  and  Roy  Bearden 
have  shared  in  the  collection  of  information  on  the  Bearden  family.  (For 
additional  information  on  this  family  see  the  section  The  Children  of 
William  S.  and  Martha  Ann  Word  Hix  in  Chapter  XIII.) 

8.  Eddie  B.  Bearden,  eighth  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Tribble 
Bearden,  was  born  April  2,  1861,  and  died  September  30,  1942.  On 
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August  31,  1884,  he  married  Ellen  C.  Williams,  who  was  born  Janu¬ 
ary  22,  1867,  and  died  June  19,  1939.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount 
Cemetery  in  Shelbyville.  Their  children  were  Eula,  Hubert  A.,  and  Gladys 
Bearden. 

9.  Laura  D.  Bearden,  ninth  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane  Trib¬ 
ble  Bearden,  lived  for  a  little  more  than  two  months  from  April  22  to 
June  28,  1865. 

10.  Oscar  Elmo  Bearden,  tenth  child  of  Wynn  and  Elizabeth  Jane 
Tribble  Bearden,  was  born  July  18,  1866,  and  died  June  16,  1932.  For 
many  years  he  was  a  rural  mail  carrier  while  Flat  Creek  had  a  post  office 
and  two  rural  mail  routes.  On  December  14,  1893,  he  married  Susie  E. 
Harrison.  They  had  no  children.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery 
where  their  monuments  record  the  dates,  “1866-1932”  for  him  and  “1865- 
1922”  for  her. 

11.  Allen  McBride  (Mack)  Bearden,  eleventh  and  last  child  of  Wynn 
and  Elizabeth  Jane  Tribble  Bearden,  was  born  February  6,  1871,  and  died 
February  13,  1940.  On  January  24,  1901,  he  married  Ellie  R.  Bomar, 
who  was  born  November  21,  1876,  and  died  August  21,  1943.  They  are 
buried  in  Wellington,  Kansas.  They  had  no  children. 


Chapter  X 

THE  HOLT  FAMILY 


Jacob  Holt  ( 1799-1874 ) 

Although  the  Holt  name  has  been  in  America  since  early  colonial  days, 
the  earliest  of  this  name  in  the  writer’s  ancestry,  so  far  as  can  be  established 
from  tradition  and  available  records,  is  Jacob  Holt,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  According  to  his  military  records,  Jacob 
Holt  was  born  in  1799,  and  according  to  family  records,  he  died  Decem¬ 
ber  29,  1874.  The  earliest  public  record  of  Jacob  Holt  which  has  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  writer  is  the  United  States  Census  Report  of  1820  for 
Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  He  is-  listed  correctly  in  the  18  to  26  age 
bracket.  Living  in  his  household  were  two  males  over  45  and  a  female 
between  10  and  16.  The  identity  of  the  two  older  men  has  not  been  de¬ 
termined;  but  the  female,  although  her  age  was  listed  slightly  in  error,  un¬ 
doubtedly  was  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt,  Jacob  Holt’s  first  wife.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom  and  was  born  Octo¬ 
ber  7,  1803,  according  to  their  family  Bible  record.  She  died  in  1837,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  best  family  records  and  estimates  available. 

Jake  Holt,  Rock  Creek  Daddy,  and  Creek  Dad  are  the  names  by 
which  Jacob  Holt  has  been  known  by  his  contemporaries  and  his  descend¬ 
ants.  Census  reports  concerning  his  native  state  are  contradictory  and  con¬ 
fusing.  In  1850  the  census  taker  listed  Tennessee  as  Jacob  Holt’s  native 
state,  but  the  1860  Census  Report  placed  his  birth  in  North  Carolina.  For 
the  Census  Report  of  1880,  which  gave  the  native  state  of  parents,  both 
William  B.  Holt  in  Franklin  County  and  James  L.  Holt  in  Moore  County 
informed  the  census  taker  that  their  father  had  been  born  in  Georgia.  The 
two  sons,  however,  seem  to  have  been  in  error  in  reporting  that  their 
mother  had  been  born  in  Tennessee.  Although  Henry  Byrom  is  described 
in  Goodspeed’s  History  of  Franklin  County  as  “one  of  the  earliest  citizens 
of  Franklin  County,”  there  is  good  reason  to  believe  that  the  Byroms  were 
living  in  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina,  in  1803,  when  Elizabeth 
Byrom  Holt  was  born.  (Additional  information  on  the  Byrom  family  is 
found  in  Chapter  XI.) 

The  land  on  which  Jacob  Holt  and  his  father-in-law,  Henry  Byrom, 
settled  was  along  Rock  Creek,  in  the  northwestern  part  of  Franklin  County, 
nearer  Tullahoma,  in  Coffee  County,  than  Winchester,  in  Franklin.  Ap¬ 
parently  it  seemed  of  little  importance  to  Jacob  Holt  to  have  a  public  rec¬ 
ord  made  of  his  ownership  of  the  land  which  he  first  occupied.  Although 
it  has  been  said  that  he  was  unable  to  read  or  write,  Jacob  Holt’s  signature 
is  found  on  his  claim  for  the  “bounty  land”  which  he  received  many  years 
later  for  military  services.  The  first  land  record  which  has  been  found  for 
Jacob  Holt  was  made  on  February  13,  1837,  when  “Jacob  Holt  enters  two 
hundred  acres  in  Franklin  County  on  Rock  Creek,  beginning  on  an  elm, 
hickory,  and  sycamore  standing  on  the  west  bank  of  Rock  Creek  and  run¬ 
ning  south,  with  the  west  boundary  of  the  school  land  and  west  for  quantity 
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so  as  not  to  interfere  and  include  where  Jacob  Holt  now  lives.  .  . 

( Franklin  County  Entry  Book  2,  p.  149). 

Jacket  Number  277  in  the  National  Archives  contains  Jacob  Holt’s 
military  records.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Ross  Landing  (Chattanooga)  on 
November  6,  1837,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana, 
May  10,  1838.  He  served  as  a  private  in  Captain  Saunders  Farris’  Com¬ 
pany  in  a  battalion  of  cavalry  commanded  by  Major  Lauderdale.  Records 
indicate  that  he  was  in  engagements  with  the  Seminole  Indians  for  fourteen 
days  and  that  his  company  also  engaged  in  the  Cherokee  War  during  the 
period  of  his  enlistment.  On  January  25,  1856,  he  received  for  his  military 
services  eighty  acres  of  “bounty  land”  to  which  reference  has  already  been 
made. 

There  is  a  feeling  among  Jacob  Holt’s  older  descendants  that  he  volun¬ 
teered  for  military  service  as  an  aftermath  of  his  grief  over  the  loss  of  his 
wife.  His  youngest  child,  Jane,  then  less  than  two  years  of  age,  was  left  in 
the  care  of  her  maternal  grandparents;  but  the  older  children  are  reported 
to  have  been  left  largely  to  their  own  care  during  their  father’s  enlistment 
which  was  for  only  six  months  during  the  winter  when  there  is  very  little 
production  on  a  farm.  Jacob  Holt  came  back  home  to  his  children  in  the 
spring,  and  by  fall  he  had  married  again — this  time  to  Lucinda  Holder. 
The  license  for  this  marriage  was  issued  September  26,  1838.  It  has  been 
reported  that,  when  Jacob  Holt  returned  from  military  service,  his  fourteen- 
year-old  son,  William  B.  Holt,  suggested  that  he  marry  a  widow  and  begin 
life  anew.  Creek  Dad  is  reported  to  have  replied,  “No  widow  for  me.” 

Jacob  Holt’s  other  wives  were  Rosanah  Raney  and  Mary  Deerin  to 
whom  he  was  licensed  to  marry  on  November  1,  1857,  and  April  19,  1866, 
respectively.  Additional  information  on  each  of  these  wives  is  presented  in 
connection  with  the  sketches  of  their  respective  children. 

When  Jacob  Holt  died  on  December  29,  1874,  he  was  buried  with  the 
three  wives  whom  he  had  survived  in  a  family  cemetery  near  his  home  on 
land  which  in  1961  belonged  to  James  A.  Woods.  His  fourth  wife  was 
buried  many  years  later  in  San  Antonio,  Texas.  Jacob  Holt’s  name  was 
carved  on  his  tombstone  by  his  son  William  B.  Holt. 

It  has  not  been  the  purpose  of  any  of  these  sketches  of  ancestors  to 
expose  family  secrets.  Neither  has  there  been  an  effort  to  conceal  un¬ 
pleasant  facts  except  to  avoid  embarrassment  to  living  descendants.  After 
making  a  number  of  unsuccessful  attempts  to  learn  more  of  Jacob  Holt’s  an¬ 
cestry,  the  writer  learned  of  the  quietly  kept  tradition  that  Jacob  Holt  was 
born  out  of  wedlock.  The  name  of  his  father  has  not  been  known  to  any 
recent  generation  of  his  descendants  nor  is  there  any  knowledge  of  what 
became  of  his  mother  whose  maiden  name  Jacob  Holt  is  reported  to  have 
taken.  While  the  writer  would  welcome  any  convincing  information  on  the 
subject,  he  feels  content  to  conclude  his  search  for  early  Holt  ancestors  with 
Creek  Dad,  whom  in  the  earlier  stages  of  family  research  without  any 
suspicion  of  its  significance  he  had  designated  as  “the  man  with  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  descendants  but  with  a  scarcity  of  ancestors”!  This  rather  closely 
guarded  tradition  has  been  disclosed  not  for  the  purpose  of  making  it 
known  by  more  people  but  in  order  to  prevent  future  searchers  from  enter- 


Jacob  Holt’s  Twenty-seven  Children  213 

ing  into  a  fruitless  search  for  non-existent  records  of  Jacob  Holt’s  paternal 
ancestry.  At  an  early  age  Jacob  Holt  married  into  a  fine  pioneer  family,  and 
from  him  have  descended  a  number  of  distinguished  citizens.  The  irregular 
and  unfortunate  circumstances  of  his  birth  need  not  cause  descendants  a 
century  and  a  half  later  to  regard  him  other  than  as  a  worthy  ancestor. 

Jacob  Holt’s  Twenty-seven  Children 

Family  tradition,  confirmed  by  William  B.  Holt’s  biographical  sketch 
in  Goodspeed’s  History  of  Franklin  County,  ascribes  to  Jacob  Holt  twenty- 
seven  children  by  his  four  wives.  In  the  early  stages  of  his  study  of  the 
Holt  family  the  writer’s  efforts  were  directed  primarily  in  the  gathering 
of  information  on  his  own  direct  ancestors,  Jacob  and  James  Lafayette 
Holt,  without  any  particular  attempt  to  identify  his  great-grandfather’s 
twenty-six  brothers  and  sisters.  This*  was  a  prudent  policy  in  view  of  the 
lack  of  any  known  list  of  Jacob  Holt’s  twenty-seven  children  which  had 
been  compiled  within  recent  times  and  because  of  the  discouraging  scarcity 
of  records  to  support  the  identity  of  each  child.  Before  the  final  draft  of 
the  Holt  story  was  written,  however,  there  developed  the  desire  to  identify 
as  nearly  as  possible  all  of  the  twenty-seven  and  to  provide  sketches  from 
available  information.  It  has  been  necessary  to  draw  heavily  from  family 
traditions  and  the  memory  of  older  relatives.  Without  these,  many  of  the 
available  records  would  have  been  meaningless.  Just  as  there  was  develop¬ 
ing  the  despair  of  ever  learning  all  of  the  names,  there  came  the  informa¬ 
tion  that  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible  had  been  preserved  and  that  it  was  in  the 
possession  of  J.  L.  Church,  a  medical  student  who  had  received  it  a  few 
years  earlier  from  his  great-aunt  Mary  Mandana  Holt,  Jacob  Holt’s 
twenty-sixth  child.  Although  the  Bible  record  does  not  include  a  complete 
list  of  Jacob  Holt’s  children,  it  does  contain  enough  of  the  names  not 
available  elsewhere  to  make  the  identity  of  most  of  the  twenty-seven  fairly 
certain.  The  Bible  was  published  in  1850 — later  than  some  of  the  dates 
copied  in  its  records.  The  spelling  is  poor  and  much  of  the  writing  is 
barely  legible.  The  irregular  order  in  which  some  of  the  names  and  dates 
are  recorded  is  further  evidence  that  some  of  the  items  were  written  in 
later — many  years  later,  perhaps — instead  of  being  entered  contempora¬ 
neously.  Although  its  authenticity  might  well  be  questioned  in  places, 
Jacob  Holt’s  Bible  provides  information  on  some  of  his  children  not  avail¬ 
able  elsewhere.  From  this  standpoint  it  is  a  priceless  document. 

As  will  be  seen  in  the  individual  sketches  which  follow,  much  must 
be  taken  for  granted  in  order  to  compensate  for  the  unavailability  of 
marriage  records  for  a  number  of  Jacob  Holt’s  children.  Practically  all 
marriage  records  of  Bedford  County,  where  a  number  of  his  children 
lived  and  married,  were  destroyed  by  a  Civil  War  fire  of  the  courthouse. 
Available  marriage  records  in  Franklin  County  begin  with  the  year  1838; 
but  many  after  that  date  seem  to  have  been  lost.  In  the  early  stages  of  the 
identification  of  many  of  Jacob  Holt’s  children,  the  writer’s  interpretation 
of  available  records  has  often  been  in  sharp  conflict  with  family  traditions; 
but  usually  the  discovery  of  additional  records  and  a  less  literal  construc¬ 
tion  of  traditions  have  produced  a  harmonious  concept.  The  writer  has  en- 
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deavored  in  all  cases,  however,  to  distinguish  carefully  between  docu¬ 
mented  facts  and  his  own  conclusions. 

Late  in  his  research  on  the  Holt  family — after  the  final  draft  of 
the  above  had  already  been  written — the  writer  found  in  the  Franklin 
County  Chancery  Court  Minutes  for  February  3,  1879,  the  record  of  a 
suit  filed  by  Jacob  Holt’s  widow  against  his  oldest  son,  William  B.  Holt, 
which  provides  a  partial  list  of  Jacob  Holt’s  surviving  children  as  follows: 

.  .  it  further  appearing  to  the  court  that  Tom,  Jim  Holt,  Henry  Ivey 
and  wife  Pollie,  Jack  Curl  and  wife  Betsy,  Mich  and  Dennis  Holt,  Jim 

Holder  and  wife  Lucinda,  and  the  unknown  heirs  at  law  of - Ray  are 

defendants  to  said  bill  .  .  .  and  it  further  appearing  to  the  court  Cynthia, 
Rilda,  Rosetta,  Bird,  Joe,  Martha,  Ada,  and  Della  Holt  are  minors  without 
regular  guardians  .  .  ( Franklin  County  Chancery  Court  Minutes  1878- 
1880,  Book  G,  p.  174).  Although  the  court  obviously  was  in  error  with 
respect  to  some  of  the  names  and  omitted  certain  others,  this  record  does 
verify  the  names  of  most  of  Jacob  Holt’s  children  who  were  living  on  that 
date. 

Tradition  and  available  records  indicate  that  Jacob  Holt’s  twenty- 
seven  children  were  born  to  his  four  wives  as  follows:  ten  to  his  first, 
eight  to  his  second,  five  to  his  third,  and  the  remaining  four  to  his  fourth 
wife.  Although  all  twenty-seven  children  are  sketched  consecutively  under 
a  numerical  listing  of  1-27,  the  sketches  are  separated  into  groups  by 
paragraphs  which  have  been  interposed  to  indicate  the  mother  of  each 
group  of  children. 

Among  the  oldest  reference  sheets  in  the  writer’s  genealogical  file 
is  a  list  of  Jacob  Holt’s  ten  children  by  his  first  wife,  Elizabeth  Byrom 
Holt.  The  paper,  which  showed  signs  of  age  when  presented  by  Mrs.  Eliza 
Byrom  Stephens  in  early  1958,  lists  the  sons  and  daughters  separately  as 
follows:  sons — William  Holt,  Tom  Holt,  Henry  Holt,  and  James  L.  Holt; 
daughters — Nancy  Holt,  Polly  [Mary  C.]  Holt,  Betsy  [Elizabeth]  Holt, 
Rebecca  Holt,  Patsy  Holt,  and  Jane  Holt.  All  sons  have  been  identified  in 
public  records,  their  marriages  have  been  verified,  and  their  births  have 
been  found  in  the  order  listed,  except  for  Henry  Holt  who  is  estimated  by 
census  reports  to  have  been  older  than  Tom.  All  daughters,  except  Nancy, 
have  been  identified,  the  names  of  their  husbands  have  been  determined, 
and  their  births  have  been  found  to  have  been  in  the  order  listed.  Their 
sketches  follow  in  the  order  in  which  available  records  indicate  that  their 
births  occurred.  Since  all  other  names  in  the  list  have  been  verified,  it  is  a 
safe  assumption  that  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt  did  have  a  daughter 
named  Nancy. 

1.  Mary  C.  Holt,  first  child  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt,  is 
estimated  by  the  Census  Reports  of  1850  and  1870  to  have  been  born  in 
1818  or  1819.  There  is  a  family  tradition  that  Mary  C.  Holt  married  John 
Henry  Ivey;  but  Franklin  County  courthouse  records  show  that  she 
married,  instead,  John  Henry  Ivey’s  father,  James  Ivey,  on  May  31,  1843 
( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875,  p.  51).  As  will  be  reported  in 
later  sketches,  both  Mary  C.  Holt’s  half-sister  Sarah  Ann  and  her  sister 
Rebecca  S.  married  John  Henry  Ivey.  The  confusion  in  the  tradition  prob- 
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ably  arose  over  the  deaths  of  Mary  C.  Holt  Ivey  and  Sarah  Ann  Holt  Ivey 
in  the  1870’s  and  the  subsequent  marriage  of  their  sister  Rebecca  S.  Holt 
Anderton  to  John  Henry  Ivey  who  had  become  a  widower  with  a  number 
of  small  children  upon  the  death  of  his  wife  Sarah  Ann  Holt  Ivey.  Since 
census  reports  have  been  so  significant  in  unravelling  the  Holt-Ivey  con¬ 
nections,  excerpts  from  them  are  presented.  Seven  years  after  Mary  C. 
Holt’s  marriage  to  James  Ivey,  the  family  was  listed  in  the  1850  Census 
Report  for  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee, 
(with  the  writer’s  own  explanations  in  brackets)  as  follows: 


Ivy 

53 

Farmer 

Mary 

31 

[Mary  C.  Holt  before  her  marriage  in  1843] 

Tatha 

23 

[Telitha,  who  married  Jerry  Dean  in  1868] 

Henry 

21 

[John  Henry  Ivey,  who  married  both  Sarah 
Holt  and  her  older  half-sister  Rebecca  S. 
Anderton] 

Ann 

Holt 

Nathan 

15 

[N.  W.  Ivey,  who  married  Mary  J.  Curl  in  1857] 

Sarah 

9 

[Married  Jesse  Daniel  in  1858] 

Nancy 

5 

[Married  L.  W.  Milsaps  in  1867] 

William 

3 

[No  significant  information  on  him] 

Mary  Ann 

1 

[Not  accounted  for  after  1860] 

Thomas 

6/12 

[Probably  died  before  1860] 

Samuel 

11 

[Married  Elizabeth  Buchanan  in  1857] 

The  above  report  reveals  indisputably  that  James  Ivey  had  had  a 
previous  marriage  and  that  only  Nancy,  William,  Mary  Ann,  and  Thomas 
Ivey  of  this  report  were  Mary  C.  Holt  Ivey’s  children.  No  information 
on  James  Ivey’s  first  wife  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer. 

On  January  21,  1851,  James  Ivey  sold  two  tracts  of  land  in  Bedford 
County — one  to  W.  P.  Bobo  and  the  other  to  Samuel  Bobo.  The  latter 
tract  lay  partly  in  Lincoln  County  (Moore  County  after  1871)  and  was 
on  William  P.  Hix’s  east  boundary  and  on  James  F.  Farrar’s  corner 
( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  SS,  p.  303).  On  the  following  March  10, 
he  purchased  a  tract  of  land  on  Big  Hurricane  Creek,  in  the  Fourteenth 
District  of  Franklin  County;  and  on  April  9,  another  tract  on  Lost  Creek, 
in  the  Sixth  District  ( Franklin  County  Deed  Book  U,  p.  476;  Book  X, 
p.  153).  The  1860  Census  Report,  however,  listed  James  Ivey’s  family  in 
the  Fifteenth  District  of  Franklin  County.  Two  more  children,  Marion  F. 
and  Rebecca  I.,  had  been  born;  Thomas  appears  to  have  died;  and  all  of 
their  half-brothers  and  half-sisters  appear  to  have  married  or  for  other 
reasons  to  have  left  home.  James  Ivey  died  before  May  31,  1869  ( Frank¬ 
lin  County  Guardian  Settlements  1869-1875,  p.  36),  and  most  of  his 
children  had  left  home  by  1870.  His  widow’s  household  was  listed  in  the 
1870  Census  Report  for  the  Fifteenth  District  of  Franklin  County  (with 
explanations  by  the  writer  in  brackets)  as  follows: 


Ivy,  Mary  C. 

51 

[Widow  of  James  Ivey] 

Marion  F. 

18 

[Married  Lizzie  Pal  in  1892] 

Rebecca 

15 

Ray,  Sarah  J. 

5 

[Daughter  of  Allen  C.  and  Patsy  Holt  Ray.  She  was 
living  with  her  uncle  William  B.  Holt  in  1880  and 
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married  John  Henry  Ivey,  Jr.,  in  1881.] 

Bean  [Dean],  Telitha  42  [James  Ivey’s  daughter  by  his  first  marriage.  She 

married  Jerry  Dean  in  1868.] 

By  1880  Mary  C.  Holt  Ivey  appears  to  have  died,  remarried,  or 
moved  away,  since  she  has  not  been  found  in  the  Census  Reports  for  that 
year.  It  is  assumed  that  she  died  in  the  1870’s.  The  place  of  her  burial 
and  that  of  her  husband  has  not  been  determined. 

2.  Nancy  Holt,  though  not  identified  positively  as  one  of  Jacob  Holt’s 
daughters  by  available  family  or  public  records,  is  presented,  nevertheless, 
as  a  likely  member  of  the  family.  Nancy  Holt  may  have  been  Jacob  Holt’s 
first  daughter,  as  named  in  the  list  supplied  by  Mrs.  Eliza  Byrom  Stephens; 
but  since  the  Census  Reports  of  1850  and  1870  place  Mary  C.  Holt’s 
birth  before  1820,  Nancy  is  thought  to  have  been  one  of  the  two  girls  in 
Jacob  Holt’s  home  listed  as  age  5-10  by  the  1830  Census  Report.  The 
other  girl  was  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Holt,  who  was  born  January  24,  1822. 
Since  their  brother  William  B.  Holt  was  born  January  15,  1824,  the  most 
likely  time  for  Nancy  Holt’s  birth  was  in  late  1820  or  early  1821;  but  it 
could  have  been  in  late  1822  or  early  1823  or  even  in  late  1824  or  early 
1825. 

It  is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  Nancy  Holt  married;  for  she  has 
not  been  remembered  as  not  having  done  so.  It  is  possible  that  she  married 
in  Franklin  County  before  the  year  1838,  when  marriage  records  in  that 
county  were  first  kept.  It  is  equally  likely,  perhaps  more  so,  that,  like  her 
brothers  William  B.  and  Thomas  W.  and  her  sisters  Patsy  and  Rebecca  S., 
Nancy  Holt  married  in  Bedford  County  where  all  marriage  records  prior 
to  the  Civil  War  were  destroyed  by  a  courthouse  fire.  As  will  be  brought 
out  in  their  sketches,  William  B.,  Thomas  W.,  and  their  sister  Rebecca  S. 
Holt  Anderton  were  reported  by  the  Census  of  1850  in  the  Twenty-fourth 
District  of  Bedford  County.  Also  living  in  this  area  in  1850  was  their  sister 
Mary  C.  Holt  Ivey,  who  had  married  James  Ivey  in  Franklin  County  in 
1843,  as  was  shown  in  her  sketch. 

In  view  of  the  above  mentioned  circumstances,  the  writer  set  about 
to  find  in  the  1850  Census  Report  for  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  a  Nancy  whose  age  would  be  reasonably  compatible 
with  the  hypothetical  age  of  Nancy  Holt,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth 
Byrom  Holt.  The  following  household,  and  only  this  household  in  the  area 
involved,  includes  a  Nancy  whose  age  fits  reasonably  well. 


Thomas  Ivy 

Nancy 

Elizabeth 

Eliza 

Hanna 

James 


28  Tennessee 

27 
7 
5 
3 
1 


Thomas  Ivey  was  not  too  old  to  have  been  one  of  James  Ivey’s  sons 
by  his  first  marriage.  On  the  other  hand,  he  may  have  been  a  brother  or 
not  related  at  all.  It  is  significant  to  note,  however,  that  in  1870  the 
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Thomas  Ivey  family  was  listed  in  the  Fifteenth  District  of  Franklin  County, 
neighbors  of  two  of  James  Ivey’s  sons,  John  Henry  and  Samuel  Ivey,  as 
follows : 


Thomas 

50 

Farmer  Tennessee 

Nancy 

48 

66 

Eliza 

22 

66 

Hannah  J. 

21 

66 

Mary  C. 

16 

66 

John  H. 

15 

66 

Christiana 

12 

66 

Nancy  V. 

10 

66 

Rebecca  L. 

7 

66 

Thomas  M. 

6 

66 

Charles  D. 

3 

66 

Note  the  names, 

Eliza,  Mary  C.,  John  H.,  Rebecca,  and  Thomas  M., 

found  in  other  Holt-connected  families.  Until  better  evidence  is  available, 
there  is  no  certainty  that  Nancy  Ivey,  wife  of  Thomas  Ivey,  was  Jacob 
Holt’s  daughter;  but  until  evidence  to  the  contrary  has  been  produced, 
the  idea  cannot  well  be  dismissed  from  consideration. 

Perhaps  the  conclusion  of  this  sketch  provides  the  best  place  for 
the  explosion  of  the  myth  that  one  of  Jacob  Holt’s  daughters  married 
Wesley  Fanning,  an  eccentric  and  colorful  character  whose  numerous 
antics  would  have  provided  interesting  diversions  in  these  sketches;  but 
there  is  no  documentation  for  such  a  relationship,  and  there  is  an  abun¬ 
dance  of  evidence  that  it  did  not  exist.  This  erroneous  family  tradition 
probably  resulted  from  the  marriage  in  1885  of  Nancy  J.  Holt,  daughter 
of  Jacob  Holt’s  son  Thomas  W.  Holt,  to  Dave  A.  Snoddy,  who  probably 
was  a  brother  of  Elizabeth  Snoddy  who  married  Wesley  Fanning  when  he 
was  only  twenty  years  of  age  and  survived  him.  Thus  Jacob  Holt’s  grand¬ 
daughter  Nancy  J.  Holt  Snoddy  and  her  children  may  have  referred  to 
Wesley  Fanning  as  “Uncle  Wes.” 

3.  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Holt,  probably  the  third  child  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt,  was  born  January  24,  1822,  and  died  August  20, 
1893,  according  to  the  records  in  the  Curl  Bible  which  in  1961  was  in  the 
possession  of  her  youngest  grandson,  Charles  Curl  of  Chattanooga.  On 
an  unknown  date,  presumably  before  1838,  Elizabeth  Holt  married  Wil¬ 
liam  Jack  Curl,  who  was  born  January  14,  1819,  and  died  June  16,  1878, 
according  to  his  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Estill  Springs  Cemetery  as 
well  as  to  the  Bible  record.  If  Elizabeth  Holt  Curl  is  buried  there  also,  no 
monument  has  been  found  for  her.  It  is  reported  by  relatives  that  she 
lived  in  the  home  of  her  brother  William  B.  Holt  during  a  part  of  the  time 
while  she  was  a  widow  and  he  a  widower.  Census  reports  and  the  Bible 
record  indicate  that  there  were  seven  children  in  the  Curl  family  whose 
brief  sketches  follow. 

Mary  J.  Curl  was  born  October  17,  1838,  and  died  July  1,  1898,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Curl  Bible  record.  She  was  listed  as  the  oldest  child  in  the 
family  by  the  1850  Census  Report.  On  December  6,  1857,  she  was  licensed 
to  marry  Nathan  M.  Ivey,  a  step-son  of  her  aunt  Mary  C.  Holt  Ivey 
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( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875 ,  p.  216).  He  was  born  about  1835 
and  died  before  August  5,  1872,  when  Mary  J.  Curl  Ivey’s  brothers  W.  J. 
and  R.  B.  Curl  made  bond  for  her  to  act  as  guardian  for  her  children, 
James  Henry  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  Ivey  ( Franklin  County 
Guardian  Settlement  1869— 1875 ,  p.  314). 

Martin  V.  Curl  was  born  October  7,  1840,  and  died  September  2, 
1923.  The  Census  Report  of  1880  indicates  that  his  wife’s  name  was 
Rachel  and  that  they  had  six  children — Addie,  Fannie,  Nancy,  Thomas, 
James,  and  Albert. 

John  H.  Curl  was  born  April  26,  1842,  married  S.  Waston  on  Septem¬ 
ber  7,  1865,  and  is  reported  to  have  died  near  Flat  Creek,  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  September  12,  1894.  They  are  reported  to  have  lived  earlier  at 
McMinnville,  Tennessee,  where  their  one  son,  Finn  Curl,  was  buried  at 
the  age  of  twenty- three. 

William  J.  Curl,  Jr.,  was  born  April  17,  1844.  Franklin  County  mar¬ 
riage  records  indicate  that  he  married  N.  E.  Shasteen,  while  the  Census 
Report  of  1880  lists  his  wife  as  Mary  and  children  as  Sarah,  William,  and 
John.  The  marriage  record  probably  should  have  been  M.  E.  Shasteen. 

Reuben  B.  Curl  was  born  December  11,  1845.  He  was  listed  in  the 
1880  Census  Report  with  his  wife  Nancy  E.  and  his  children,  Sarah  J. 
and  George  M.  Curl.  On  April  22,  1888,  he  married  2)  Laura  Morrison. 

Nancy  Telitha  Curl,  whose  birth  and  death  dates  are  recorded  in  the 
Curl  Bible  as  January  1,  1849,  and  August  11,  1877,  was  designated  by 
the  initials  “N.  T.”  She  is  listed  in  the  1850  Census  Report  as  age  one. 
There  are  indications,  though  no  absolute  proof,  in  the  family  Bible  record, 
as  well  as  in  the  census  reports,  that  she  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Weaver  and  had  a  daughter  named  Carlotta  Weaver. 

Thomas  Lafayette  Curl,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born  April 
23,  1854,  and  died  July  21,  1942.  On  September  7,  1882,  he  married 
Martha  (Mattie)  Still,  who  was  born  April  26,  1863,  and  died  in  1928. 
They  had  six  children  as  follows:  Olive,  William,  Grover,  Frank  T.,  Jim, 
and  Charles  Curl.  The  last  named  was  born  July  13,  1905,  married  Ofal 
Glenn  Rife,  and  was  living  in  Chattanooga,  Tennessee,  in  1961.  He  then 
had  possession  of  the  Curl  family  Bible  from  which  much  of  the  in¬ 
formation  on  this  family  was  taken. 

4.  William  Byrom  Holt,  fourth  child  and  first  son  of  Jacob  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Byrom  Holt,  was  born  January  15,  1824,  and  died  November  13, 
1898,  according  to  his  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Estill  Springs  Ceme¬ 
tery.  On  October  20,  1846,  according  to  his  Bible  record,  he  married 
Sarah  (Sallie)  Holt,  not  thought  to  have  been  a  relative.  Sarah  Holt  was 
born  September  17,  1827,  and  died  March  10,  1880,  according  to  the  Bible 
record.  She  is  reported  to  have  been  the  daughter  of  William  and  Evie 
Shofner  Holt  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  and  it  is  thought  that  her 
father  was  the  son  of  Jeremiah  and  Kate  Holt.  Sarah  Holt,  first  wife  of 
William  B.  Holt,  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery,  near  Rock  Creek, 
where  Jacob  Holt  and  three  of  his  wives  are  buried.  On  March  31,  1881, 
William  B.  Holt  married  2)  a  widow,  Kate  Harrison  of  Bedford  County, 
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by  whom  he  had  no  children.  It  is  assumed  that  she  was  buried  with  her 
first  husband. 

William  B.  Holt  was  living  on  Thompsons  Creek,  in  Bedford  County, 
in  1850;  but  by  1860  he  had  moved  to  the  Seventh  District  of  Franklin 
County.  He  was  a  farmer,  blacksmith,  and  gunsmith,  manufacturing  the 
“Bill  Holt”  rifles  about  the  time  of  the  Civil  War.  By  his  first  wife  Wil¬ 
liam  B.  Holt  became  the  father  of  nine  children.  From  William  B.  Holt’s 
Bible  record,  from  tombstone  inscriptions,  from  marriage  records,  and 
from  family  sources,  information  has  been  compiled  for  the  brief  sketches 
which  follow. 

Eva  Elizabeth  Holt  was  born  December  20,  1847,  and  married 
Jones  A.  Hudgins  on  November  7,  1867.  There  were  three  children — 
Viola,  Love,  and  John  Hudgins. 

Turley  Caroline  Holt,  known  as  “Bay,”  was  born  January  24,  1852, 
according  to  the  family  Bible  records  and  to  her  tombstone  inscription  in 
the  Estill  Springs  Cemetery.  On  September  23,  1869,  she  married  W.  Rufus 
Daniel,  who  was  born  June  4,  1848,  and  died  January  13,  1897.  They 
had  two  children — Media  and  Elizabeth  Daniel. 

James  Henry  Holt,  known  as  “Bud,”  was  born  January  5,  1853,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  father’s  Bible  records.  He  is  reported  to  have  married  Gracey 
Elizabeth  Brown  in  Franklin  County,  November  20,  1873.  They  had  four 
children — William  Joseph,  Henry  Erwin,  Roe  Sutton,  and  Charles  Leon¬ 
ard  Holt.  William  Joseph  Holt,  residing  in  Texas  in  1961,  was  a  consultant 
in  the  preparation  of  these  sketches. 

William  Jacob  Holt,  recorded  as  Jacob  William  Holt  in  his  father’s 
Bible,  was  born  September  1,  1854,  and  died  in  1941.  On  March  1,  1878, 
he  was  licensed  to  marry  Elizabeth  Daniel,  who  was  born  in  1.856  and 
died  in  1924.  They  had  one  son,  Clate  Holt,  who  had  two  sons — Parker 
and  Clate,  Jr. 

John  Allen  Holt  was  born  November  19,  1856,  and  died  August  15, 
1933.  On  November  27,  1878,  he  married  Sallie  Caroline  Corn,  who  was 
born  December  19,  1858,  died  November  12,  1895,  and  was  buried  in 
the  Bethpage  Cemetery  of  Franklin  County.  She  had  one  son,  Everett  Al¬ 
len  Holt,  who  married  Gussie  Daniel  and  who  has  rendered  valuable  serv¬ 
ice  in  the  assembling  of  information  for  these  sketches.  On  September  28, 
1896,  John  Allen  Holt  married  2)  Lucy  A.  Gilbert,  who  was  born  Septem¬ 
ber  28,  1869,  died  November  8,  1950,  and  was  buried  in  Estill  Springs 
Cemetery  beside  the  grave  of  her  husband. 

Thomas  Marion  Holt  was  born  April  15,  1858,  and  died  June  12, 
1907.  On  March  22,  1881,  he  married  Mollie  Hudgins,  who  became  the 
mother  of  his  six  children — Myrtle,  Oscar,  Henry,  Geneva,  and  Emmett 
Holt. 

Joseph  Lane  Holt  was  born  October  7,  1860,  and  died  November  12, 
1949.  In  February,  1882,  he  married  Julia  Rogers,  who  was  born  July  29, 
1862,  and  died  May  27,  1938.  She  was  the  daughter  of  George  F.  and 
Polly  Await  Rogers.  Joseph  Lane  and  Julia  Rogers  Holt  are  buried  in  Estill 
Springs  Cemetery.  Born  to  them  were  six  children — George  William, 
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Katherine,  James  Rufus,  Marvin,  Robert  Taylor,  and  Joseph  Lane  Holt,  Jr. 
George  William  Holt,  who  was  living  near  Tyler,  Texas,  in  1961,  has  long 
been  a  student  of  Holt  family  history  and  has  contributed  generously  to 
these  sketches. 

Mary  Jane  Holt  was  born  April  21,  1863,  and  died  in  Birmingham, 
Alabama,  September  9,  1917.  On  September  12,  1883,  she  married  Henry 
Ferguson,  who  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  June  29,  1860, 
and  died  November  14,  1924.  He  was  the  son  of  A.  D.  and  Margaret  M. 
Baxter  Ferguson.  Henry  Thomas  and  Mary  Jane  Holt  Ferguson  had  two 
children — Arra  Ethel  Ferguson,  who  married  William  Henry  Robertson, 
and  Sarah  Margaret  Ferguson,  who  married  the  Reverend  G.  G.  Hallibur¬ 
ton.  In  1961  Sarah,  then  a  widow,  was  living  with  her  sister  and  husband 
in  Ponca  City,  Oklahoma.  They  had  William  B.  Holt’s  Bible  and  one  of 
the  last  guns  which  he  made  as  he  and  his  second  wife  spent  his  last  two 
or  three  winters  with  the  Fergusons  in  Birmingham  trying  to  dodge  the 
cold  weather  in  Estill  Springs,  Tennessee. 

Martha  Angeline  Holt  was  born  July  1,  1866,  and  died  in  1924.  On 
March  8,  1883,  she  married  James  T.  Chilton,  who  was  born  in  1860  and 
died  in  1922,  according  to  their  tombstone  inscriptions  in  the  Estill  Springs 
Cemetery.  They  had  no  children. 

5.  John  Henry  Holt,  fifth  child  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt, 
is  estimated  by  the  Census  Report  of  1860  to  have  been  born  in  1827  or 
1828.  Since  his  sister  Rebecca  was  born  in  September  or  October,  1828, 
he  probably  was  born  in  1827  or  earlier.  He  is  listed  in  that  census  report 
as  a  Baptist  minister  living  in  the  Seventh  District  of  Franklin  County  with 
his  second  wife,  Matilda  Caroline  Muse  Holt,  and  his  two-year-old  daugh¬ 
ter  Mary  A.  Holt.  In  1961  Miss  Carmine  Jackson,  a  teacher  and  church 
leader  living  near  Eagleville,  Tennessee,  interviewed  residents  of  that  com¬ 
munity  who  remembered  John  Henry  Holt’s  son  Jack.  According  to  reports 
from  these  people,  John  Henry  Holt  on  an  unknown  date  married  a  girl 
whose  name  was  Mays  and  who  became  Jack  Holt’s  mother.  She  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  died  while  Jack  Holt  was  quite  young,  leaving  him  to  be 
reared  by  a  “black  mammy.”  Jack  Holt  is  reported  to  have  been  a  Presby¬ 
terian  preacher  of  better  than  average  ability,  to  have  married  Susie 
Manier,  and  to  have  been  held  in  high  esteem  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
had  no  children. 

Since  Jack  Holt  is  reported  to  have  been  in  West  Tennessee  before 
making  his  home  in  the  Little  Rock  Community,  near  Eagleville,  since  his 
father  has  not  been  found  in  the  1850  Census  Report  for  his  native  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  and  since  no  record  of  his  first  marriage  has  been  found  there, 
it  is  a  reasonable  assumption  that  John  Henry  Holt’s  first  marriage  oc¬ 
curred  in  West  Tennessee  and  that  after  his  first  wife  died  he  left  his  young 
son  Jack  with  his  mother’s  people  and  returned  to  Franklin  County.  On 
October  29,  1856,  John  Henry  Holt  was  licensed  to  marry  2)  Matilda 
Caroline  Muse  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875 ,  p.  203).  She  was 
born  July  5,  1836,  died  June  20,  1897,  and  was  buried  in  the  Estill  Springs 
Cemetery.  Verification  of  John  Henry  Holt’s  death  in  1862  or  early  1863 
is  found  in  a  notation  of  the  inventory  for  “J.  H.  Holt,  deceased,”  in  the 
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Minutes  for  the  February,  1863,  Term  of  Franklin  County  Court  ( Frank¬ 
lin  County  Court  Minutes  1862-1867 ,  p.  66).  Five  years  after  his  death, 
on  February  19,  1868  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875 ,  p.  313), 
his  widow,  Matilda  Caroline  Muse  Holt,  became  the  second  wife  of  Al¬ 
len  C.  Ray,  who  had  been  married  previously  to  John  Henry  Holt’s  sister 
Patsy,  then  deceased.  There  had  been  born  to  John  Henry  Holt  and  his 
second  wife,  Matilda  Caroline  Muse  Holt,  three  children  whose  sketches 
follow. 

Mary  A.  Holt  was  listed  as  age  two  in  the  home  of  her  parents  in 
the  1860  Census  Report.  Since  no  relatives  living  in  1961  seemed  to  be 
able  to  recall  anything  about  her  and  since  no  other  record  can  be  linked 
positively  to  her,  it  is  assumed  that  she  died  before  the  census  was  taken 
in  1870. 

Susan  E.  Holt,  according  to  her  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Estill 
Springs  Cemetery,  was  born  in  1860  and  died  in  1905.  In  the  1870  Census 
Report  she  was  listed  in  the  home  of  her  step-father,  Allen  C.  Ray,  whom 
her  mother  had  married  on  February  19,  1868.  In  the  1880  Report  she 
was  listed  as  a  boarder  in  the  home  of  John  Holder  and  wife  Elizabeth; 
but  before  the  year  had  ended,  on  December  20,  1880,  she  became  the 
second  wife  of  Solomon  Lafayette  (Fate)  Daniel,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  Daniel  of  Bedford  County  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875 , 
p.  145),  who  was  born  in  1850  and  died  in  1928,  according  to  the  tomb¬ 
stone  inscription  in  the  Estill  Springs  Cemetery.  He  had  been  married 
previously  to  Susan’s  first-cousin  Mary  C.  Holt,  daughter  of  Thomas  W. 
and  Mary  Welsh  Holt.  To  the  marriage  of  Susan  E.  Holt  and  Solomon 
Lafayette  Daniel  were  born  nine  children,  including  James  Morgan  Daniel 
who  was  living  in  Knoxville,  Tennessee,  in  1961. 

John  Henry  Holt,  Jr.,  posthumous  son  of  John  Henry  and  Matilda 
Caroline  Muse  Holt,  was  born  March  7,  1863.  Like  his  sister  Susan,  he 
was  living  with  his  mother  and  step-father  in  1870,  but  the  census  taker 
listed  them  as  Rays  rather  than  as  Holts.  In  1880  he  was  listed  in  the 
Census  Report  as  a  boarder  in  the  home  of  Henry  Hudgins  and  wife 
Rebecca.  He  was  known  in  Franklin  County  as  “Chicken  John.”  In  adult 
life  he  was  a  teacher,  married  Ida  McKee,  lived  in  Nolantown,  Texas,  and 
died  there  August  14,  1931.  They  had  two  children,  Chlorn  and  Susie. 
Susie  died  in  infancy.  Chlorn  Holt  and  his  mother  were  living  in  Stanford, 
Texas,  in  1961. 

6.  Rebecca  S.  Holt,  recorded  in  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible  as  born  Septem¬ 
ber  23,  1828,  is  the  only  child  of  his  first  marriage  whose  birth  was  thus 
recorded.  Her  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Estill  Springs  Cemetery,  how¬ 
ever,  gives  her  birth  date  as  October  1,  1828,  and  her  death  date  as  Sep¬ 
tember  18,  1889.  Strangely,  following  closely  after  Rebecca  S.  Holt’s 
name  and  birth  date  in  her  father’s  Bible  are  the  following  in  the  same 
handwriting  and  apparently  written  at  the  same  time:  “Robert  M.  Smother- 
man,  born  January  26,  1846;  James  Smotherman,  born  October  29,  1847; 
Jonathan  Smotherman,  born  December  3,  1849.”  At  the  top  of  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  column  in  the  same  handwriting  was  this  insertion:  “Jonathan  Smoth¬ 
erman,  born  October  21,  1826.”  It  is  obvious  that  these  records  were 
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made  at  the  same  time;  and  although  accuracy  is  questionable,  there  must 
be  some  significance.  The  implications  appear  to  be  that  Rebecca  S.  Holt 
married  Jonathan  Smotherman  and  had  three  sons  by  him  before  her  mar¬ 
riage  to  John  M.  Anderton  with  whom  she  was  living  in  the  Twenty-fourth 
District  of  Bedford  County  in  1850.  No  other  explanation  seems  plausible 
for  the  inclusion  of  the  Smotherman  names  and  dates  with  those  of  Re¬ 
becca  S.  Holt,  unless  it  is  that  there  was  a  confusion  of  names  by  the  re¬ 
corder  and  that  Jonathan  Smotherman  was  a  name  confused  with  that 
of  John  M.  Anderton,  whose  age,  twenty-three  years,  in  the  1850  Census  Re¬ 
port  is  certainly  compatible  with  this  theory  as  is  Rebecca’s  twenty-one;  but 
their  only  child  fisted  in  that  census  report  was  four-months-old  William 
Anderton.  Rebecca  S.  Holt’s  marriage  to  John  M.  Anderton,  son  of  George 
and  Nanny  Anderton,  probably  took  place  in  Bedford  County  where  her 
brothers  William  B.  and  Thomas  W.  had  married  and  were  living  in  1850 
and  where  her  sister  Mary  C.,  who  had  married  James  Ivey  in  Franklin 
County,  was  then  living.  As  has  been  pointed  out  elsewhere,  all  Bedford 
County  marriage  records  of  those  years  were  destroyed  by  a  courthouse 
fire  during  the  Civil  War,  thereby  eliminating  their  use  in  determining  the 
dates  of  these  marriages.  The  combined  Census  Reports  of  1860  and  1880 
indicate  that  John  M.  and  Rebecca  S.  Holt  Anderton  were  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  William,  Harriet,  Winnie,  Frances,  Kate,  Narcissa, 
Martha,  Ann,  and  Mary  C.  Anderton. 

John  M.  Anderton  may  have  died  shortly  after  1860,  since  his  young¬ 
est  known  child,  Mary  C.  Anderton,  was  twenty  years  of  age  in  1880 — 
certainly  before  June  7,  1878,  when  his  widow,  Rebecca  S.  Holt  Anderton, 
married  John  Henry  Ivey  ( Bedford  County  Marriage  Book  C,  p.  488), 
who  was  the  step-son  of  her  sister  Mary  C.  and  the  widower  of  her  half- 
sister  Sarah  Ann.  Two  years  later  the  1880  Census  Report  for  the  Four¬ 
teenth  District  of  Franklin  County  fisted  in  John  H.  Ivey’s  household  not 
only  his  second  wife,  Rebecca,  and  his  children  by  his  deceased  wife, 
Sarah  Ann  Holt  Ivey,  but  also  his  step-daughter  Mary  C.  Anderton,  age 
twenty,  and  his  fifty-two-year-old  sister,  the  widow  Telitha  Bean  (Dean, 
according  to  marriage  record).  The  fisting  of  the  sister’s  name  is  of  genea¬ 
logical  significance,  since  it  verifies  the  assumption  that  John  H.  Ivey  was 
identical  with  Henry  Ivey  fisted  as  age  21  in  James  Ivey’s  household  in 
1850.  Telitha  Ivey  had  married  Jerry  Dean  (perhaps  Bean)  on  July  20, 
1868  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875 ,  p.  317).  The  marriage  ap¬ 
parently  was  of  short  duration,  since  she  was  living  in  the  home  of  her 
step-mother,  Mary  C.  Holt  Ivey,  in  1870,  according  to  the  Census  Report 
for  that  year. 

John  Henry  Ivey’s  birth  and  death  dates  cannot  be  determined  by  his 
tombstone  inscription  in  the  Estill  Springs  Cemetery  which  includes  only 
these  words:  “John  H.  Ivey,  Co.  F.,  Tenn.  Inf.,  C.  S.  A.”  Nearby  is  a 
tombstone  for  his  wife  as  follows:  “Rebecca,  Wife  of  J.  H.  Ivey,  Born 
Oct.  1,  1828,  Died  Sept.  18,  1889,  Aged  61  yrs.,  11  mo.,  12  ds.” 

7.  Thomas  W.  Holt,  seventh  child  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom 
Holt,  was  born  July  25,  1830,  and  died  June  13,  1904,  according  to  his 
tombstone  inscription  in  the  Estill  Springs  Cemetery.  On  an  unknown  date 
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before  the  census  was  taken  in  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford 
County  in  1850,  he  married  Mary  Welsh  by  whom  he  had  three  or  four 
children.  Mary  Welsh  Holt  was  probably  buried  in  the  same  cemetery 
as  her  father-in-law,  Jacob  Holt,  and  his  first  three  wives.  When  the  1860 
Census  was  taken,  Thomas  W.  Holt  was  listed  as  a  blacksmith  and  was 
living  in  the  Seventh  District  of  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  with  his 
second  wife,  Sarah  C.  Kimbro  Holt,  whose  tombstone  inscription  in  Little 
Hurricane  Cemetery  gives  her  birth  and  death  dates  as  February  20,  1838, 
and  March  14,  .1889.  Record  of  his  bond  and  marriage  records  provide  evi¬ 
dence  that  Thomas  W.  Holt  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  Franklin  County 
from  1872  to  1878.  He  was  the  father  of  ten  children.  The  first  three 
and  probably  the  fourth  were  born  to  his  first  marriage,  and  the  others  to 
his  second  marriage.  Brief  sketches  on  each  of  the  ten  follow. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Holt  was  born  about  1851  and  married  A.  Frank 
Holder  October  13,  1869. 

John  W.  Holt,  known  as  “Little  Bud,”  was  born  January  19,  1852, 
and  died  November  17,  1889.  On  December  18,  1873,  he  married  Mar¬ 
garet  J.  Cook,  who  was  born  in  1856  and  died  in  1945.  After  John  W. 
Holt’s  death,  she  is  reported  to  have  married,  in  the  following  order,  J.  A. 
Reavis,  S.  H.  Bracken,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Girdley.  She  is  buried 
with  her  first  and  third  husbands  in  the  Little  Hurricane  Cemetery,  in 
Franklin  County,  Tennessee. 

Mary  C.  Holt  was  born  about  1855  and  married  Solomon  Lafayette 
(Fate)  Daniel,  son  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  Daniel,  of  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  on  November  20,  1873.  The  date  of  her  death  is  not  known; 
but  she  must  have  died  before  December  20,  1880,  when  Solomon  Lafay¬ 
ette  Daniel  married  2)  her  first  cousin  Susan  E.  Holt,  daughter  of  John 
Henry  Holt. 

William  W.  Holt  was  born  about  1857  and  married  Eliza  Ladd  (Some 
say  Eliza  Sims.)  before  leaving  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  to  live  in 
Nolan  County,  Texas. 

James  C.  Holt  was  born  about  1862  and  married  Mattie  R.  Phillips 
on  March  2,  1892. 

Jack  Holt,  though  not  listed  in  the  census  reports  as  such,  is  reported 
by  relatives  to  have  been  a  son  of  Thomas  W.  Holt.  He  is  the  J.  A.  Holt 
who  married  Cordelia  (Delia)  A.  Faris  on  April  18,  1889. 

Martha  Caldonia  Holt  was  born  about  1866  and  married  Wynn  W. 
Tribble  on  September  9,  1885. 

Nancy  J.  Holt  was  born  about  1869  and  married  Dave  A.  Snoddy  on 
June  18,  1885. 

Thomas  Holt  was  born  about  1871  and  married  Velma  Brake  near 
Ardemore,  Indian  Territory,  now  Oklahoma,  in  1901.  They  later  went  to 
California  to  live,  and  the  Holts  in  Tennessee  lost  track  of  them. 

Emma,  or  Ida,  Holt  was  born  about  1882  and  is  reported  to  have 
married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Oakley. 

8.  Patsy  Holt,  eighth  child  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt,  is 
reported  by  Ewin  L.  Davis  ( Ewin  L.  Davis  Family  Records,  p.  3)  to  have 
been  the  first  wife  of  Allen  C.  Ray,  son  of  Jason  and  Lennie  Smith  Ray, 
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of  Bedford  County.  This  is  indirectly  verified  by  two  census  reports  which 
place  her  daughter  Sarah  J.  Ray  in  the  homes  of  other  children  of  Jacob 
and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt.  In  the  1870  Census  Report  for  Franklin 
County,  Sarah  J.  Ray  is  listed  as  five  years  of  age  in  the  home  of  Mary  C. 
Holt  Ivey,  widow  of  James  Ivey.  Ten  years  later  she  was  listed  in  the  home 
of  William  B.  Holt  as  his  fifteen-year-old  niece.  The  writer  has  not  been 
able  to  find  the  name  of  Patsy  Holt  Ray  in  any  public  record.  Attempts 
to  locate  the  Allen  C.  Ray  family  in  the  1 860  Census  Reports  for  Franklin 
and  neighboring  Counties  have  not  been  successful.  By  1870  Allen  C.  Ray 
was  living  in  the  Seventh  District  of  Franklin  County  near  the  homes  of  his 
brothers-in-law  William  B.  and  Thomas  W.  Holt.  His  first  wife  had  died, 
and  on  February  19,  1868,  he  had  married  2)  Matilda  Caroline  Muse 
Holt,  widow  of  John  Henry  Holt  who  had  died  about  five  years  earlier. 
Apparently  Patsy  Holt  Ray,  Allen  C.  Ray’s  first  wife,  had  been  dead  only 
a  year  or  two  at  the  time  of  his  second  marriage,  since  Sarah  J.  Ray, 
according  to  census  reports,  was  born  about  1865.  Benjamin  Ray,  who 
appears  to  have  been  the  oldest  child  by  this  marriage,  is  estimated  to  have 
been  born  about  1856.  This  would  place  the  estimated  date  of  Patsy  Holt’s 
marriage  to  Allen  C.  Ray  at  about  1854.  Taking  into  consideration  the  age 
of  her  husband  and  the  ages  of  her  brothers  and  sisters,  she  is  estimated 
to  have  been  born  about  1832  and  Allen  C.  Ray  about  1829. 

Judging  by  the  1870  Census  Report,  Patsy  Holt  Ray  is  thought  to 
have  been  the  mother  of  four  children  as  follows:  Benjamin  Ray,  esti¬ 
mated  to  have  been  born  about  1856;  Mary  C.  Ray,  estimated  to  have 
been  born  about  1859;  James  L.  Ray,  estimated  to  have  been  born  about 
1862  and  probably  the  James  Ray  who  married  Lennie  Chasteen  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  7,  1887;  and  Sarah  J.  Ray,  estimated  to  have  been  born  about  1865. 
On  October  6,  1881,  Sarah  J.  Ray  married  her  half-first  cousin  John 
Henry  Ivey,  Jr. 

A  number  of  children  were  born  to  the  marriage  of  Allen  C.  Ray, 
married  earlier  to  Patsy  Holt,  and  Matilda  Caroline  Muse,  married  earlier 
to  John  Henry  Holt.  They  included  Lenna  A.,  Manda,  and  Jason  Ray. 

9.  James  Lafayette  Holt,  ninth  child  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom 
Holt,  was  born  February  19,  1834,  and  died  March  18,  1903.  On  Septem¬ 
ber  14,  1854,  he  married  Matilda  Angeline  Davis,  daughter  of  Felix  T. 
and  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  Davis.  She  was  born  October  12,  1838,  and 
died  February  2,  1899.  James  Lafayette  and  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt 
are  buried  in  the  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery,  in  Moore  County,  near  the  home 
in  which  they  lived  during  most  of  their  married  lives.  As  they  are  the 
writer’s  great-grandparents,  a  more  detailed  sketch  on  them  is  presented  in 
a  later  section.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children  who  are  also 
sketched  in  a  later  section:  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt,  who  married 
Joshua  Wilson  Hix;  William  Felix  Holt,  who  was  killed  by  a  Negro  with  a 
knife  before  marrying;  Henry  Harbison  Holt,  who  married  1)  Mary 
Dance  and  2)  Odell  Neece;  Marietta  (Etta)  Angeline  Holt,  who  married 
Morgan  Bomar;  Thomas  (Tommie)  Shaw  Holt,  who  married  Sarah  Ten¬ 
nessee  (Tennie)  Wiseman;  James  (Jim)  Lafayette  Holt,  Jr.,  who  married 
Eliza  Jane  Holt  (not  related);  Orpha  (Offie)  Idella  Holt,  who  married 
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Marion  Henry  McDowell;  Finette  (Nettie)  Jane  Holt,  who  married  John 
Price;  Annie  Lovie  Holt,  who  married  Charles  James  Enochs;  and  Willie 
(Will)  Thurman  Holt,  who  married  Aarah  Bobo. 

10.  Jane  Holt,  tenth  and  last  child  of  Jacob  Holt  by  his  first  wife, 
Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt,  was  born  April  1,  1836,  and  died  March  10,  1920. 
In  1850  she  was  living  in  the  home  of  her  maternal  grandparents,  Henry 
and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom,  according  to  the  census  report  of  that 
year.  Her  grandfather’s  will  ( Franklin  County  Will  Book  1,  pp.  325-326), 
quoted  in  part  in  the  Henry  Byrom  section  of  Chapter  XI,  indicates  that 
she  had  lived  with  them  since  her  mother’s  death  in  1837.  On  October  30, 
1851  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875 ,  p.  139),  Jane  Holt  married 
William  R.  Prince,  who  was  born  August  31,  1832,  and  died  June  6,  1907. 
In  the  summer  of  1961,  Franklin  County  Judge  Claude  O.  Prince,  a  rela¬ 
tive,  reported  that  William  R.  Prince  was  the  son  of  Prestly  and  Polly  Cris- 
coe  Prince,  of  Bedford  County,  and  that  William  R.  and  Jane  Holt  Prince 
left  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  for  Parker  County,  Texas,  some  time 
after  the  Civil  War.  The  removal  to  Texas  apparently  took  place  after 
June,  1880,  when  the  census  taker  listed  the  family  in  the  Tenth  District 
of  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  Since  their  twenty-year-old  daughter  Fan¬ 
nie  Tennessee  was  listed  as  a  native  of  Illinois,  they  must  have  been  living 
in  that  state  in  1860.  In  October,  1961,  George  W.  Holt,  a  great-nephew 
of  Jane  Holt  Prince  and  an  ardent  student  of  Holt  family  history,  located 
the  tombstone  which  provides  the  birth  and  death  dates  of  William  R. 
and  Jane  Holt  Prince.  They  are  buried  in  Poe  Prairie  Cemetery,  near 
Milsaps,  Parker  County,  Texas.  In  the  town  of  Milsaps,  George  W.  Holt, 
a  resident  of  Tyler,  Texas,  at  the  time,  located  also  William  R.  and  Jane 
Holt  Prince’s  grandson  Claude  Guest,  who  had  a  family  Bible  record  of 
the  names  and  birth  dates  of  their  nine  children  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  No¬ 
vember  10,  1852;  Henry  H.,  November  17,  1854;  Angeline,  August  4, 
1856;  Mattie,  May  22,  1858;  Fanny  Tennessee,  April  10,  1860;  J.  B., 
April  15,  1862;  Nannie,  August  20,  1864;  Evy  (Claude  Guest’s  mother), 
October  9,  1866;  and  W.  T.,  November  14,  1868. 

Jacob  Holt  became  the  father  of  eight  additional  children  during 
the  nine  years  he  was  married  to  Lucinda  (Lucy)  Holder,  who  became 
his  second  wife  September  27,  1838  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838- 
1875,  p.  6).  She  died,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  August  10,  1857,  The 
date  of  her  birth  is  not  known;  but  she  certainly  must  have  been  older  than 
the  age  25  under  which  she  was  listed  by  the  1850  Census  Report,  for 
that  would  have  made  her  only  fourteen  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  A 
girl  of  that  age  would  not  likely  marry  a  widower  thirty-nine  years  of  age 
with  ten  children,  four  of  them  older  than  she.  The  1840  Census  Report 
which  places  her  birth  between  1810  and  1820  appears  more  nearly  cor¬ 
rect.  Since  the  Jacob  Holt  Bible  was  published  in  1850,  the  names  and 
birth  dates  of  Lucy  Holder  Holt’s  children  could  not  have  been  recorded 
in  this  Bible  concurrently  with  their  births.  Since  all  apparently  were  re¬ 
corded  at  one  time  either  from  memory  or  from  another  record,  there  is 
the  possibility  of  error  in  recording  as  well  as  in  copying  from  the  faded 
pages.  Only  four  of  the  eight  children  resulting  from  Jacob  Holt’s  second 
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marriage  appear  to  have  lived  to  adult  life.  From  the  faded  Bible  record 
and  from  other  available  sources  of  information,  sketches  are  presented  on 
these  eight  children  under  the  numerical  listings  11-18. 

11.  Sarah  Ann  Holt,  Jacob  Holt’s  eleventh  child  but  the  first  by  his 
second  wife,  Lucinda  (Lucy)  Holder  Holt,  is  recorded  in  her  father’s  Bible 
as  having  been  born  August  27,  1839.  This  date,  like  a  number  of  others 
in  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible,  preceded  the  1850  date  of  publication.  Sarah  Ann 
Holt  is  listed  in  her  father’s  household  in  the  1850  Census  Report  for  the 
Seventh  District  of  Franklin  County  with  her  age  given  incorrectly  as 
eight;  but  the  1870  Report  for  the  Fifteenth  District  of  the  same  county 
lists  Sarah  A.  Ivey,  wife  of  John  H.  Ivey,  as  age  thirty,  compatible  with 
the  birth  date  recorded  in  her  father’s  Bible.  Verification  for  the  assumed 
marriage  of  Sarah  Ann  Holt  to  John  Henry  Ivey  is  found  in  a  very  dim 
record  in  this  Bible:  “S.  A.  Holt  was  married  to  J.  H.  Ivey,  May  27,  1853.” 
This  record  of  the  marriage  is  quite  significant  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no 
public  record  of  it  has  been  found.  There  is  a  public  record,  however,  of 
John  H.  Ivey’s  marriage  to  Omega  C.  Muse  on  December  27-30,  1852, 
which  apparently  was  of  extremely  short  duration,  if  indeed  there  is  no 
error  or  misinterpretation  of  the  records.  Family  tradition  and  the  1870 
Census  Report  had  pointed  so  strongly  to  the  marriage  of  Sarah  Ann  Holt 
to  John  Henry  Ivey  that  the  writer  had  accepted  it  as  fact  even  before  the 
discovery  of  its  record  in  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible.  The  family  tradition  was 
that  John  Henry  Ivey  had  married  two  of  Jacob  Holt’s  daughters — one 
who  gave  birth  to  a  large  family,  the  other  who  married  John  Henry  Ivey 
late  in  life  in  order  to  rear  her  deceased  sister’s  children.  In  support  of 
this  tradition,  Everett  A.  Holt  of  Estill  Springs,  after  consulting  relatives, 
gave  the  names  of  seven  children  born  to  the  first  of  two  of  Jacob  Holt’s 
daughters  who  married  John  Henry  Ivey.  All  have  been  found  in  the  1870 
and  1880  Census  Reports  and  are  herewith  transcribed  from  Everett  A. 
Holt’s  report  (with  added  information  obtained  by  the  writer  from  public 
records  in  parentheses): 

Jim  Ivey,  who  married  a  Brown  (James  A.  Ivey,  estimated  by  census 
reports  to  have  been  born  about  1854,  married  Nancy  J.  Brown  April  24, 
1876 — Marriage  Book  2,  p.  32.) 

John  Ivey,  who  married  a  Ray  (John  Henry  Ivey,  Jr.,  is  estimated 
from  the  1880  Census  Report  to  have  been  born  about  1855.  On  October 
6,  1881,  he  married  his  half-first  cousin  Sarah  J.  Ray — Marriage  Book  2, 
p.  162.  His  mother,  Sarah  Ann  Holt  Ivey,  was  a  half-sister  of  his  step¬ 
mother,  Rebecca  S.  Holt  Ivey,  of  his  step-grandmother,  Mary  C.  Holt 
Ivey,  and  of  his  mother-in-law,  Patsy  Holt  Ray. 

Mary  Ivey,  who  married  1 )  Jim  Ford  and  2)  Jim  Criscoe  (James  W. 
Ford  married  Mary  A.  Ivey  on  September  23,  1883 — Marriage  Book  2, 
p.  207.  No  public  record  for  the  second  marriage  has  come  to  the  attention 
of  the  writer.  Mary  Ivey  was  born  about  1861.) 

Thomas  Ivey,  who  married  Lavada  McDaniel  (His  birth  is  estimated 
for  1866,  but  no  record  of  his  marriage  has  been  found.) 

Bettie  Ivey,  who  married  Graves  Martin  (Martha  Elizabeth  Ivey  is 


Jacob  Holt’s  Twenty-seven  Children  227 

estimated  to  have  been  born  in  1871,  but  no  record  of  her  marriage  has 
come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer.) 

William  Ivey,  who  did  not  marry  (William  F.  Ivey’s  birth  is  estimated 
to  have  been  in  1873.  He  is  reported  to  have  had  a  hopeless  case  of 
epilepsy  and  to  have  died  at  about  thirty.) 

Emma  Ivey,  who  married  Jim  O'Neal  (Emma  B.  Ivey  is  estimated 
to  have  been  born  in  1876.  Record  of  her  marriage  has  not  been  found.) 

The  last  three  named  children  had  not  been  born  in  1870  and,  there¬ 
fore,  were-  not  listed  in  the  census  report  for  that  year.  Listed  in  that  re¬ 
port,  however,  were  Joseph  A.  and  Jasper  F.,  ages  three  and  one,  who 
apparently  died  before  the  census  was  taken  in  1880.  Since  Emma  B.  Ivey 
was  listed  as  age  four  in  the  1880  Census  Report,  her  birth  probably  oc¬ 
curred  in  1875  or  1876;  and  Sarah  Ann  Holt  Ivey’s  death  must  have  oc¬ 
curred  between  then  and  John  Henry  Ivey’s  marriage  to  her  sister  Rebecca 
on  June  17,  1878.  No  inscribed  tombstone  has  been  found  for  Sarah  Ann 
Holt  Ivey.  She  probably  was  buried  in  the  Holt  Family  Cemetery  near 
the  graves  of  her  father,  Jacob  Holt,  and  his  first  three  wives,  but  possibly 
in  an  Ivey  family  cemetery  which  has  not  been  found. 

12.  Maranda  Holt  was  born  December  10,  1841,  according  to  the 
Bible  record.  Since  her  name  has  not  been  found  in  the  1850  Census  Re¬ 
port,  it  is  assumed  that  she  had  died  before  the  census  was  taken  that  year. 

13.  Obllen  Holt,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born  March  5, 
1843,  and  died  March  15,  1843. 

14.  Lucinda  Frances  Holt,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born 
May  27,  1844.  She  was  listed  correctly  in  her  father’s  household  as  six 
years  of  age  in  the  1850  Census  Report.  On  September  14,  1871,  she  mar¬ 
ried  James  H.  Holder  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875 ,-  p.  366). 
The  1880  Census  Report  for  the  Seventh  District  of  Franklin  County  indi¬ 
cates  that  James  H.  Holder  was  one  year  older  than  his  wife  and  that 
they  had  three  children — Armitta,  Nancy,  and  Carrie.  No  information 
after  1880  has  been  obtained  on  this  family. 

15.  Mitchell  Blanton  Holt,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born 
January  23,  1846.  This  is  consistent  with  the  Census  Report  of  1850  in 
which  he  was  listed  in  his  father’s  household  and  with  the  1 860  Report  in 
which  he  was  living  in  the  home  of  his  half-brother  William  B.  Holt.  In 
the  Tennessee  Archives  is  a  partial  record  of  his  service  to  the  Confederacy 
including  a  report  that  he  was  wounded  in  the  Battle  of  Murfreesboro. 
The  only  other  record  of  him  which  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer 
was  his  inclusion  as  a  defendant  to  his  step-mother’s  lawsuit  in  Chancery 
Court  of  Franklin  County,  February  3,  1879  ( Chancery  Court  Minutes 
Book  G,  p.  517). 

16.  Marinda  Holt,  listed  as  age  two  in  Jacob  Holt’s  household  by  the 
1850  Census  Report,  apparently  is  the  “Morenday  Catherine  Holt,”  re¬ 
corded  in  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible  as  having  been  born  September  23,  1847, 
and  as  having  died  in  August,  1853. 

17.  Dennis  William  Holt  is  recorded  in  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible  as  having 
been  born  March  1,  1849.  He  is  listed  correctly  as  to  age  in  his  father’s 
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household  in  the  Census  Reports  of  1850  and  1860.  In  Moore  County, 
Tennessee,  September  2,  1873,  he  was  licensed  to  marry  Elizabeth  Cobb 
( Moore  County  Marriage  Book  1,  p.  91).  In  1880  Dennis  W.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Cobb  Holt  were  living  in  the  Fifteenth  District  of  Franklin  County 
and  had  two  children,  Maude  P.  and  Susan  I.  Holt.  No  later  information 
on  this  family  has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer. 

18.  Jasper  N.  Holt,  according  to  the  record  in  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible, 
was  born  October  31,  1854.  As  there  is  no  other  known  record  on  him, 
it  is  assumed  that  he  died  before  the  census  was  taken  in  1860. 

Eighteen  of  Jacob  Holt’s  twenty-seven  children  apparently  were  born 
to  his  first  two  marriages.  Since  it  is  reasonably  well  established  that  only 
four  of  the  remaining  nine  were  born  to  his  fourth  wife,  five  apparently 
were  children  of  his  third  wife,  Rosannah  Raney  Holt,  whom  he  married 
November  1,  1857  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1838-1875 ,  p.  214),  and 
whose  death  occurred  before  April  19,  1866.  Her  birth  date  has  not  been 
determined;  but  it  is  estimated  from  the  1860  Census  Report  to  have  been 
in  1836  or  1837 — about  the  time  Jacob  Holt’s  first  wife  died.  Since  Jacob 
Holt’s  household  has  not  been  found  listed  in  the  1870  Census  Report, 
that  source  of  information  has  not  been  available  in  the  identification  of 
Rosannah  Raney  Holt’s  children.  Of  all  of  Jacob  Holt’s  twenty-seven  chil¬ 
dren,  the  five  by  his  third  wife  are  the  least  known.  None  of  them  are 
known  to  have  married,  nor  is  the  writer  sure  that  all  have  been  properly 
identified;  but  by  using  the  faded  Bible  record  as  a  starting  point  and  by 
supplying  such  additional  information  as  could  be  obtained  elsewhere,  five 
children  are  named  and  sketched  under  the  numerical  listings  19-23. 

19.  Tazewell  N.  Holt,  listed  in  Jacob  Holt’s  household  by  the  1860 
Census  Report  as  age  one,  is  assumed  to  have  been  the  same  as  “T.  N. 
Holt”  whose  birth  and  death  dates  in  the  faded  Bible  record  appear  to 
be  July  19,  1858,  and  October  10,  1860. 

20.  Cynthia  Ellen  is  the  name  deciphered  from  what  appears  to  have 
been  “Cyntha  elen”  in  the  Bible  record,  born  July  29,  1860.  Cynthia  was 
the  first  named  on  February  3,  1879,  as  “minors  without  regular  guardians” 
in  the  lawsuit  filed  by  her  step-mother  ( Franklin  County  Chancery  Court 
Minutes  Book  G,  p.  174).  No  reference  to  her  has  been  found  elsewhere. 

21.  Eve  C.  Holt,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born  July  6, 
1862.  It  was  probably  she  who  was  listed  as  “Bird”  among  Jacob  Holt’s 
minor  heirs  on  February  3,  1879.  No  later  reference  to  her  has  been  found. 

22.  “Maril — Clerenline,”  recorded  in  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible  as  having 
been  born  July  7,  1864,  probably  was  Marilda  Caroline  Holt,  or  some 
such  name.  Presumably  she  was  the  “Rilda”  named  among  Jacob  Holt’s 
eight  minor  children  on  February  3,  1879.  No  other  record  has  been  found 
for  a  name  resembling  these. 

23.  “Rosetta”  Holt  is  the  name  used  by  the  Chancery  Court  of  Frank¬ 
lin  County,  Tennessee,  on  February  3,  1879,  in  listing  Jacob  Holt’s  minor 
heirs;  but  she  was  listed  as  “Rosie”  Holt  in  the  1880  Census  Report  as  a 
fifteen-year-old  half-sister  of  William  B.  Holt  in  whose  home  she  was  liv¬ 
ing.  No  descendant  of  William  B.  Holt  has  been  found  who  has  ever  heard 
of  Rosetta,  or  Rosie,  Holt.  For  an  unexplained  reason  her  name  and  birth 
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date  were  not  recorded  in  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible,  but  from  the  1880  Census 
Report  she  is  estimated  to  have  been  born  in  1865. 

Jacob  Holt  was  sixty-seven  years  of  age  when  he  entered  matrimony 
for  the  fourth  time — on  June  10,  1866,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  but 
licensed  on  April  19,  according  to  public  record  ( Franklin  County  Mar¬ 
riages  1838-1875 ,  p.  278).  As  in  his  other  three  marriages,  Jacob  Holt 
married  a  young  woman.  She  was  twenty-two-year-old  Mary  Jane  Deerin. 
Since  she  survived  Jacob  Holt,  additional  information  on  her  will  follow  the 
sketches  on  their  four  children  listed  under  numbers  24-27. 

24.  Joseph  Asbery  Holt,  according  to  the  Bible  record,  was  born 
April  22,  1867,  and  died  September  2,  1937.  On  December  3,  1890,  he 
married  Sarah  Clardy,  daughter  of  Dan  Clardy,  in  Lincoln  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  She  was  born  August  24,  1873,  and  died  July  5,  1957,  according 
to  her  daughter  Tishy  Holt  Hemphill,  who  furnished  additional  informa¬ 
tion  on  this  family,  including  the  place  of  burial — New  Grove  Cemetery, 
near  Blanche,  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  In  addition  to  four  who  died 
young  or  without  marrying,  Joseph  Asbery  and  Sarah  Clardy  Holt  had  the 
following  children:  Floyd  Holt,  who  married  Del  Griffin;  Tishy  Holt,  who 
married  Will  Hemphill;  Alma  Holt,  who  married  Walter  Woodfern;  Viola 
Holt,  who  married  Bill  Beveis;  Solen  Holt,  who  married  Crella  Mitchell; 
and  Nolen  Holt,  who  married  Annie  Laura  Mitchell. 

25.  Martha  (Marthy  in  the  Bible  record)  Lester  Holt,  according  to 
the  Bible  record,  was  born  July  15,  1869.  She  died  October  29,  1949.  On 
December  8,  1 886,  she  married  Zachariah  Limbaugh  ( Franklin  County 
Marriages  1884-1894,  p.  83),  who  was  born  November  1 1,  1859,  and  died 
July  7,  1929.  They  are  buried  in  Lexie  Crossroads  Cemetery,  near  Bel- 
videre,  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  They  had  the  following,  children: 
Mary  Loda  Limbaugh,  who  married  1)  John  Brown  and  2)  Richard 
Newby;  Etta  Florence  Limbaugh,  who  married  William  Cox;  Lillie  Eliza¬ 
beth  Limbaugh,  who  married  1)  Melvin  Cunningham  and  2)  Barlow 
Neeley;  Lottie  Mae  Limbaugh,  who  married  1)  William  Fann  and  2)  Joe 
Church;  and  Lena  Loneffie  Limbaugh,  who  married  1 )  George  Stratton 
and  2)  Roy  Church.  Roy  and  Lena  Loneffie  Limbaugh  Church  are  the 
parents  of  J.  L.  Church  who  made  the  Jacob  Holt  Bible  record  available 
to  the  writer. 

26.  Mary  Mandana  Holt  is  recorded  in  the  Jacob  Holt  Bible  as  having 
been  born  March  25,  1871.  She  died  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  May  29, 
1957.  Apparently  she  was  the  child  who  was  listed  as  “Ada”  among  Jacob 
Holt’s  minor  heirs  by  the  Franklin  County  Chancery  Court  on  February  3, 
1879  ( Franklin  County  Chancery  Court  Minutes  Book  G,  p.  174).  She 
married  James  Kelley.  Later  she  divorced  him  and  regained  her  name. 
For  years  she  had  possession  of  Jacob  Holt’s  Bible,  which  she  gave  to 
her  great-nephew  J.  L.  Church  a  short  time  before  her  death  upon  the 
promise  that  it  would  be  kept  in  the  family  by  someone  who  would  treas¬ 
ure  it. 

27.  Lizy  Lue  Della  Holt,  the  last  of  Jacob  Holt’s  twenty-seven  chil¬ 
dren,  was  born  February  14,  1873,  according  to  the  Bible  record  and  her 
own  written  statement  to  the  writer  on  August  5,  1961.  At  that  time  she 
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was  living  in  Amarillo,  Texas.  On  November  19,  1890  ( Franklin  County , 
Tennessee,  Marriages  1884-1894,  p.  200),  she  married  James  Benjamin 
Riddle,  who  was  born  October  16,  1867,  and  died  in  the  1920’s.  The  family 
once  had  a  ranch  and  hotel  near  Aspermont,  Texas.  They  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children:  Lucy  Bell  Riddle,  who  married  Willie  Newton;  Mattie  Ester 
Riddle,  who  married  L.  D.  Martin;  Lue  Ella  Riddle,  who  married  Earl  B. 
Hicks;  and  Jona  Leona  Riddle,  who  married  1)  Clinton  Kelley  and 
2)  Lawrence  Flack. 

According  to  this  youngest  and  last  surviving  daughter  of  Jacob  Holt, 
his  death  occurred  December  29,  1873,  instead  of  a  year  later,  as  recorded 
in  the  Bible.  Asked  if  she  could  give  any  proof  that  it  was  in  1873,  such 
as  by  tying  it  to  some  other  event,  Aunt  Della,  then  eighty-eight,  replied: 
“Of  course,  I  was  too  young  to  know  and  now  I’m  too  old;  but  my  mother 
told  me  my  father  died  the  same  year  I  was  born,  ’73,  December  29, 
1873.  I  was  born  February  14th  [1873].”  Aunt  Della  may  be  right.  Her 
mother  was  still  a  young  woman  when  Jacob  Holt  died.  Her  four  children 
had  been  born  at  intervals  of  less  than  two  years.  Another  child  might  well 
have  been  expected  by  December,  1874,  if  Jacob  Holt  lived  that  long. 
The  nearness  of  his  death  to  the  beginning  of  a  new  year  may  have  caused 
an  error  in  recording  it,  particularly  if  the  record  was  made  several  months 
or  years  later.  Unfortunately,  no  public  record  has  been  found  to  settle 
the  dispute;  but  the  year  chiseled  on  his  tombstone  by  his  son  William  B. 
Holt  is  1874. 

On  March  29,  1875,  the  widow  Mary  Jane  Deerin  Holt  married 
McCager  Woodward  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1875-1884,  p.  7),  by 
whom  she  had  one  child,  James  Finch  Woodward,  who  was  born  March  20, 
on  a  year  not  decipherable  in  the  Bible  record  because  of  an  ink  blot;  but 
the  Census  Report  of  1880  lists  him  as  age  four,  indicating  that  he  was 
born  in  1876.  Still  later,  after  McCager  Woodward’s  death  or  her  divorce 
from  him,  Mary  Holt,  as  the  marriage  record  reads,  married  3)  Benjamin 
Higgenbotham  ( Franklin  County  Marriage  Book  1875-1880,  p.  94)  on 
January  9,  1879.  There  were  two  children  born  to  this  marriage — Barton 
Higgenbotham,  on  October  2,  1881,  and  Archie  Higgenbotham,  on  Octo¬ 
ber  28,  1882,  according  to  the  Bible  record. 

About  six  months  before  her  marriage  to  Benjamin  Higgenbotham, 
there  was  filed  in  the  Chancery  Court  of  Franklin  County  a  suit  against 
William  B.  Holt  and  others  in  the  name  of  Mary  Holt,  the  plaintiff.  On 
February  3,  1879,  the  suit  was  revised  to  be  in  the  name  of  Benjamin 
Higgenbotham  and  wife.  After  at  least  three  postponements,  Benjamin 
Higgenbotham  declined  to  prosecute  and  paid  the  court  costs  ( Chancery 
Court  Minutes  Book  G,  p.  174). 

Benjamin  Higgenbotham  had  died  by  September  23,  1891,  when  his 
widow,  Mary  Jane  Higgenbotham,  made  bond  as  administratrix  for  his 
estate  ( Franklin  County  Administrators  Book  1872-1898,  p.  184).  Ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Bible  record,  Mary  Jane  Deerin  was  born  January  20,  1844. 
During  the  twenty-five  years  between  1866  and  1891,  she  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  to  three  men.  She  then  remained  a  widow  for  forty-three  years.  She 
died  in  San  Antonio,  Texas,  April  28,  1934,  according  to  information  pro- 
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vided  by  the  written  statement  of  her  daughter  Della  Holt  Riddle  in  June, 
1961. 

James  Lafayette  Holt  ( 1834-1903 ) 

James  Lafayette  Holt,  son.  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt  and 
great-grandfather  of  the  writer,  was  born  in  the  Rock  Creek  Community, 
of  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  February  19,  1834,  and  died  near  Smith 
Chapel,  Moore  County,  Tennessee,  March  18,  1903.  He  was  three  years 
old  when  his  mother  died  and  four  when  his  father  remarried  and  began 
adding  other  children  to  the  ten  by  his  first  wife.  By  the  time  his  father 
had  entered  into  the  third  of  his  four  marriages,  James  L.  Holt  had  already 
married  and  made  a  home  for  himself.  It  was  on  Thursday,  September  14, 
1854,  that  James  L.  Holt  married  Matilda  Angeline  Davis,  daughter  of 
Felix  T.  and  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  Davis.  She  was  born  October  12, 
1838,  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  probably  in  that  part  of  the  county 
which  later  became  a  part  of  Moore  County,  and  died  in  Moore  County, 
February  2,  1889.  James  L.  and  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt  are  buried 
in  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery,  where  inscriptions  on  their  monument  provide 
the  dates  of  their  births  and  deaths.  The  writer  has  not  been  able  to  locate 
James  L.  Holt’s  family  Bible  records,  but  family  records  preserved  else¬ 
where  include  the  marriage  date  already  given. 

How  and  when  James  L.  Holt  acquired  the  land  on  which  his  home 
was  built  are  not  known.  The  transaction  probably  took  place  during  the 
decade  prior  to  the  Civil  War,  the  years  for  which  land  records  were 
destroyed  by  the  burning  of  the  Bedford  County  courthouse  during  the 
Civil  War.  Although  he  owned  a  farm  and  apparently  did  some  farming 
with  the  help  of  his  sons,  James  L.  Holt  was  a  blacksmith.  In  his  day  the 
blacksmith  was  a  man  of  importance  and  prestige  in  a  rural  community. 
It  probably  was  because  his  work  was  considered  essential  to  the  life  of 
his  community  that  James  L.  Holt  was  not  called  upon  for  military  service 
during  the  Civil  War.  When  Moore  County  was  formed  in  1871  from  por¬ 
tions  of  Bedford,  Lincoln,  and  Franklin  Counties,  his  home  became  a  part 
of  Moore  County.  He  was  elected  to  serve  as  magistrate  in  Moore  County’s 
first  County  Court.  It  is  said  that  he  often  held  court  in  the  shade  of 
large  beech  trees  near  his  home.  The  house  still  stands  in  good  condition, 
but  the  beech  trees  have  been  blown  down.  The  home  was  within  two 
miles  of  Smith  Chapel  on  a  road  sometimes  call  “Possum  Trot,”  but  it 
must  not  be  confused  with  the  road  by  the  same  name  along  the  Parker 
Branch  in  the  Twenty-second  District  of  Bedford  County.  The  blacksmith 
shop  stood  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  home. 

The  1880  Census  Report  for  Moore  County  shows  that  Matilda  An¬ 
geline  Davis  Holt’s  mother,  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  Davis,  was  living  in 
the  Holt  home.  She  continued  living  in  the  home  and  helping  with  the 
rearing  of  the  children  after  the  death  of  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt  on 
February  2,  1889.  During  the  next  ten  years,  age  changes  accounted  for 
changes  in  the  Holt  household.  “Granny”  Davis  was  becoming  quite  elderly 
and  less  able  to  have  the  responsibility  of  her  son-in-law’s  home.  She  spent 
the  last  days  before  her  death  on  February  28,  1900,  in  the  home  of  her 
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grandson  John  Addison  Holt  and  wife  Sonie.  Meanwhile,  Finette  Jane 
Holt  had  matured  and,  until  her  marriage  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  in 
1897,  kept  house  for  her  father  and  her  youngest  brother,  Will  Holt.  Dur¬ 
ing  his  last  few  years,  “Grandpa”  Holt  shared  the  homeplace  only  with 
his  youngest  son.  Only  the  two  were  there  the  night  James  L.  Holt  had  his 
final  heart  attack.  When  nineteen-year-old  Will  was  finally  awakened  by 
his  father’s  calls,  he  went  to  his  bedside  and  heard  him  say,  “Go  for  help. 
I  think  I  won’t  get  over  this.”  Will  became  so  excited  that  he  ran  in  his 
night  clothes  and  bare  feet  through  March  weather  to  the  nearby  home  of 
an  older  brother,  Jim  Holt. 

James  Lafayette  and  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt  were  the  parents  of 
eleven  children.  Most  of  them  lived  and  died  in  Moore  or  neighboring 
Bedford  County.  The  one  exception  was  their  daughter  Orpha  (Offie) 
Idella  who  married  Marion  McDowell  and  lived  in  Birmingham,  Alabama. 
In  the  order  of  their  births  the  eleven  children  were  Elizabeth  (Bettie) 
Porter,  John  Addison,  William  Felix,  Henry  Harbison,  Marietta  (Etta) 
Angeline,  Thomas  (Tommie)  Shaw,  James  (Jim)  Lafayette,  Jr.,  Orpha 
(Offie)  Idella,  Finette  (Nettie)  Jane,  Annie  Lovie,  and  Willie  (Will) 
Thurman  Holt.  From  tombstone  inscriptions,  from  courthouse  records,  and 
from  reliable  family  sources,  information  has  been  compiled  for  the  brief 
sketches  which  follow. 

1.  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt,  first  child  of  James  L.  and  Matilda 
Angeline  Davis  Holt  and  maternal  grandmother  of  the  writer,  was  born 
April  16,  1856,  and  died  January  1,  1918.  On  August  20,  1873,  she  mar¬ 
ried  Joshua  Wilson  Hix,  son  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva  Bearden  Hix. 
He  was  born  November  7,  1854,  and  died  May  1,  1902.  They  are  buried 
in  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery.  A  more  detailed  account  of  their  lives  is  found 
in  the  Joshua  Wilson  Hix,  Elizabeth  Porter  Holt  Hix  section  of  Chap¬ 
ter  XIII.  Their  twelve  children  whose  brief  sketches  are  found  in  The 
Children  of  Joshua  and  Bettie  Holt  Hix  section  of  Chapter  XIII  were  as 
follows:  Walter  Lafayette  Hix,  who  married  Eula  May  Frost,  daughter 
of  Joshua  Wright  and  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost;  Beulah  Dell  Hix,  who 
married  John  David  (Dick)  Womack;  John  Addison  Hix,  who  married 
Joetta  Templeton;  Bradford  Earl  Hix,  who  married  Hester  Watson; 
Thomas  (Tom)  William  Hix,  who  married  Sue  Shappard;  Manerva  An¬ 
geline  (Angie)  Hix,  who  married  Ollie  Lee  Frost,  son  of  Joshua  Wright 
and  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost;  Henry  Joshua  Tolley  (Peck)  Hix,  who 
married  Effie  Armenta  (Angeline)  Snell;  Laura  Elyzabeth  (Laurabet) 
Hix,  who  married  Eldridge  Landon  Bomar;  Wilsie  Kathleen  Hix,  who 
married  David  Franklin  Shoffner;  James  Holt  Hix,  who  lived  only  six 
months;  Auda  Fay  Hix,  who  married  William  Clark  Hale;  and  an  un¬ 
named  still-born  child. 

2.  John  Addison  Holt,  second  child  of  James  L.  and  Matilda  Angeline 
Davis  Holt,  was  born  April  30,  1858,  and  died  June  16,  1940.  On  January 
17,  1883,  he  married  Sonie  Dillingham,  who  was  born  May  18,  1858,  and 
died  May  16,  1921.  They  are  buried  in  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery.  They  had 
no  children.  John  Addison  Holt  lived  alone  for  many  years  after  he  became 
a  widower. 
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3.  William  Felix  Holt  was  born  February  16,  1860.  He  was  killed  by 
a  Negro  with  a  knife  at  a  corn  husking  on  November  17,  1878.  This  corn 
husking  was  not  a  social  affair,  such  as  reportedly  occurred  during  pioneer 
days,  but  one  in  which  the  fathers  and  sons  and  the  hired  help  of  more 
than  one  family  got  together  to  “swap  work.”  At  the  time  of  his  death, 
Felix  Holt  was  engaged  to  Sonie  Dillingham,  who  later  married  his  brother 
John.  He  is  buried  in  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery.  The  Negro  who  slew  Felix 
Holt  was  lynched.  During  the  next  two  years  the  home  of  Felix  Holt’s  fa¬ 
ther,  James  L.  Holt,  is  reported  to  have  been  guarded  by  members  of  the 
Ku  Klux  Klan  to  prevent  any  reprisals  from  Negroes  because  of  the 
lynching. 

4.  Henry  Harbison  Holt,  fourth  child  of  James  L.  and  Matilda  An- 
geline  Davis  Holt,  was  born  January  14,  1862,  and  died  March  24,  1938. 
On  December  22,  1887,  he  married  1)  Mary  Dance,  who  was  born  Au¬ 
gust  10,  1866,  and  died  July  30,  1899.  Born  to  this  union  was  Marvin 
Holt,  who  married  Katie  Wheelhouse.  On  July  5,  1900,  Henry  Harbison 
Holt  married  2)  Odell  Neece,  who  was  born  November  27,  1873,  and 
died  January  23,  1936.  Both  Henry  H.  Holt  and  his  second  wife  were 
teachers.  He  and  both  of  his  wives  are  buried  in  the  Smith  Chapel  Ceme¬ 
tery.  Born  to  his  second  marriage  were  Mary  Ella  Holt,  who  married 
Thurman  Bomar;  Jimmie  Angeline  Holt,  who  married  Virgil  Naron;  and 
Mattie  Ree  Holt,  who  married  Runa  Duggan  Hix,  son  of  Bradford  Earl 
and  Hester  Watson  Hix. 

5.  Marietta  (Etta)  Angeline  Holt,  fifth  child  of  James  L.  and  Matilda 
Angeline  Davis  Holt,  was  born  May  26,  1864,  and  died  March  3,  1915. 
On  October  26,  1884,  she  married  Morgan  Bomar,  who  was  born  April  27, 
1862,  and  died  March  9,  1941.  They  are  buried  in  the  Bomar  Cemetery, 
near  Raus,  in  Bedford  County.  They  had  the  following  children:  Roy 
Bomar,  who  married  Maidee  Townsend;  Carmie  Bomar,  who  married 
Emmett  R.  Anderton;  James  Lafayette  Bomar,  Sr.,  who  married  Aetna 
Gertrude  Hix,  daughter  of  William  (Will)  Word  and  Frances  Elizabeth 
Reagor  Hix;  Elsie  Bomar,  who  married  Dr.  Ernest  Richards;  Holt  Bomar, 
who  married  Dora  Simmons;  Alta  Bomar,  who  married  William  W.  Ake- 
man;  Clyde  Bomar,  who  married  Mildred  Langston;  and  Ena  Shaw  Bomar, 
who  married  Richard  R.  Smart. 

6.  Thomas  (Tommie)  Shaw  Holt,  sixth  child  of  James  L.  and  Matilda 
Angeline  Davis  Holt,  was  born  June  24,  1866,  and  died  July  9,  1901.  On 
May  1,  1889,  he  married  Sarah  Tennessee  (Tennie)  Wiseman,  who  was 
born  April  14,  1869,  and  died  February  15,  1942.  They  are  buried  in  the 
Wiseman  Cemetery,  near  County  Line,  Moore  County,  Tennessee.  They 
had  one  daughter,  Tommie  Shaw  Holt,  who  married  Waldon  Jackson 
Ervin. 

7.  James  (Jim)  Lafayette  Holt,  Jr.,  seventh  child  of  James  L.  and 
Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt,  was  born  October  1,  1868,  and  died  July  17, 
1934.  On  November  9,  1890,  he  married  Eliza  Jane  Holt,  not  related,  who 
was  born  January  12,  1872,  and  died  May  5,  1946.  They  are  buried  in  the 
Smith  Chapel  Cemetery.  They  had  the  following  children:  Alda  Kate  Holt, 
who  married  Lester  High;  Virgie  Evelyn  Holt,  who  married  Roy  Ladd; 
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Emma  Angeline  Holt,  who  married  1)  Paul  Bryant,  2)  Joseph  M.  Winsett, 
and  3)  Lucky  V.  Pilstentore;  Thurman  Davis  Holt,  Sr.,  who  married 
Pauline  Inman  and  whose  daughter-in-law  Dorothy  A.  Holt,  wife  of  their 
son  Billy  M.  Plolt,  has  contributed  considerably  to  the  collection  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Holt  family;  and  J.  L.  (initials  only)  Holt,  who  married  Lulla 
Russell. 

8.  Orpha  (Offie)  Idella  Holt,  eighth  child  of  James  L.  and  Matilda 
Angeline  Davis  Holt,  was  born  January  1,  1871,  and  died  December  31, 
1941.  On  December  23,  1889,  she  married  Marion  Henry  McDowell,  who 
was  born  at  College  Grove,  Tennessee,  September  15,  1866,  and  died 
June  30,  1926.  They  lived  in  Birmingham,  Alabama,  and  are  buried  in 
Elmwood  Cemetery,  in  that  city.  Their  children  were  as  follows:  Holt 
Andrews  McDowell,  who  married  Imogene  Wilson;  Agnes  Angeline 
McDowell,  who  married  Claude  J.  Rogers;  Captain  Ralph  Samuel  Mc¬ 
Dowell,  USN,  who  married  Berma  Underwood;  Marion  Henry  McDowell, 
Jr.,  who  married  Roberta  Slifer;  James  Frederick  McDowell,  M.  D.,  who 
married  Ruth  Burton;  and  Thomas  Francis  McDowell,  who  married  Lucy 
Calvert  Crosby. 

9.  Finette  (Nettie)  Jane  Holt,  ninth  child  of  James  L.  and  Matilda 
Angeline  Davis  Holt,  was  born  April  23,  1873,  and  died  August  29,  1932. 
On  December  31,  1897,  she  married  John  Price,  who  was  born  July  2, 
1875,  and  died  June  30,  1938.  They  are  buried  in  the  Smith  Chapel  Ceme¬ 
tery.  Their  two  children  were  Nellie  Patton  Price,  who  married  Wallace 
Setliff,  and  Annie  Lee  Price,  who  married  Edd  Horton. 

10.  Annie  Lovie  Holt,  tenth  child  of  James  L.  and  Matilda  Angeline 
Davis  Holt,  was  born  July  27,  1876,  and  died  June  18,  1957.  On  Febru¬ 
ary  6,  1894,  she  married  Charles  James  Enochs,  who  was  born  June  11, 
1870,  and  died  April  13,  1960.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery, 
at  Flat  Creek,  Tennessee.  They  had  one  daughter,  Hazelle  Enochs,  who 
married  Duke  Bowens  Piper  and  who  assisted  in  the  collection  of  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Holt  family. 

11.  Willie  (Will)  Thurman  Holt,  eleventh  and  last  child  of  James  L. 
and  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt,  was  born  April  30,  1884,  and  died 
January  13,  1932.  On  April  1,  1906,  he  married  Aarah  Bobo,  who  was 
born  February  5,  1884,  and  died  December  5,  1937.  They  are  buried  in  the 
Smith  Chapel  Cemetery.  They  were  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Marion  Charles,  who  married  Mary  Johnston  Darden;  Seaborn  Wright 
Holt,  who  married  Catherine  Moore;  Shedrick  Holt,  who  married  Martha 
Templeton;  John  Holt,  who  married  Evelyn  Tipps;  and  Sarah  Holt,  who 
married  Allen  Christian. 

The  first  seven  of  James  L.  and  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt’s 
children,  it  will  be  noted,  were  born  at  intervals  of  two  years.  It  is  reported 
that  another  child  was  born  still  and  premature  following  the  slaying  of 
Felix  Holt  and  the  lynching  of  the  Negro  who  slew  him.  Seven  of  the 
eleven  children  are  buried  with  their  parents  in  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery. 
For  a  number  of  years  it  has  been  a  custom  to  have  “Decoration  Day”  at 
Smith  Chapel  on  the  Second  Sunday  in  May.  Flowers  are  placed  upon  the 
graves  by  descendants  or  other  relatives  of  those  buried  there,  and  services 
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are  held  within  the  church.  Descendants  of  James  L.  and  Matilda  Angeline 
Davis  Holt  constitute  a  large  portion  of  the  gathering,  and  many  of  them 
come  considerable  distances  for  the  occasion.  Speakers  at  the  1959  Decora¬ 
tion  Day  were  James  L.  Bomar,  Jr.,  Speaker  of  the  Tennessee  House  of 
Representatives,  and  Robert  High,  Mayor  of  Miami,  Florida.  Both  were 
great-grandsons  of  Squire  James  L.  Holt,  who  once  held  court  beneath  the 
beech  trees  in  the  yard  of  his  home  less  than  two  miles  away. 


Chapter  XI 

THE  BYROM  FAMILY 


Henry  Byrom  (1670—1709),  Immigrant  Ancestor 

Henry  Byrom,  born  about  1670  in  Lancaster,  England,  appears  to 
have  been  the  first  generation  of  the  Byrom  family  in  America.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  his  father  was  Peter  Byrom  of  Parr,  who  was  buried  August  9, 
1695,  in  Winnick  Parish  Church,  St.  Oswald’s,  the  old  family  church  of  the 
Byroms  of  Byrom  and  their  relatives  since  the  Twelfth  Century.  On  Febru¬ 
ary  1,  1696,  Henry  Byrom  and  his  brother  Peter  Byrom  made  a  bond  of 
indenture  with  Thomas  Tyrer,  alderman  of  Liverpool,  to  get  passage  to 
America  where  the  bond  was  recorded  January  10,  1697  ( Essex  County, 
Virginia,  Records,  1695-1699 ,  in  Virginia  State  Library).  Both  Henry  and 
Peter  Byrom  were  gunsmiths  at  the  time  of  their  emigration.  They  landed 
at  Norfolk,  Virginia,  and  settled  in  South  Farnham  Parish  of  Essex  County 
about  five  miles  northwest  of  Tappahannock,  on  the  Rappahannock  River 
in  January,  1697.  Henry  Byrom  became  a  planter,  as  well  as  a  gunsmith, 
upon  settling  in  South  Farnham  Parish,  where  his  descendants  remained 
for  more  than  a  hundred  years. 

In  February,  1702,  Henry  Byrom  married  in  Essex  County,  Virginia, 
Frances  Mills,  daughter  of  Robert  and  Mary  Mills  and  granddaughter  of 
John  and  Rebecca  Mills.  Around  1650  the  grandfather  had  acquired  by 
patent  500  acres  of  land  on  the  south  side  of  the  Rappahannock  River  near 
the  head  of  Tignors  Creek.  The  date  of  Frances  Mills  Byrom’s  birth  is  not 
known;  but  she  died  before  May,  1720,  after  having  been  married  secondly 
to  Alexander  Somervell. 

Henry  Byrom’s  name  appears  in  numerous  legal  records  until  1717. 
On  May  22,  of  that  year,  he  was  proved  dead  by  dismissal  of  attachment. 
He  was  declared  dead  without  will  by  his  widow,  Frances  Mills  Byrom, 
administratrix,  on  the  following  September  18.  It  is  the  appraisal  on 
March  16,  1724,  of  the  estate  of  Alexander  Somervell,  second  husband  of 
Henry  Byrom’s  widow,  that  documentation  is  found  for  the  names  of 
Henry  and  Frances  Mills  Byrom’s  children.  John,  also  named  as  son  and 
heir  of  Henry  Byrom  in  certain  deeds,  Peter,  Bryant,  Anne,  and  Mary 
Byrom  are  named  in  the  above  mentioned  appraisal  as  Henry  Byrom’s 
orphans.  James  Byrom,  thought  to  have  been  an  older  son  or  younger 
brother  of  Henry  Byrom,  is  not  named  as  an  heir  or  orphan  of  Henry 
Byrom  in  any  documents  which  have  been  found.  The  basis  for  concluding 
such  a  relationship  is  the  record  of  the  guardian  bonds  of  May  18,  1725,  of 
James  Byrom  for  Peter  and  Bryant  Byrom.  Although  neither  of  the  sug¬ 
gested  relationships  between  Henry  and  James  Byrom  is  proved  by  these 
guardian  bonds,  the  probability  of  one  of  them  is  too  great  to  be  ignored. 

James  Byrom  ( 1703—1748 ) 

As  indicated  above,  James  Byrom  appears  to  have  been  an  older  son 
or  younger  brother  of  Henry  Byrom,  immigrant  ancestor  of  numerous, 
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other  Byroms,  if  not  of  James  Byrom’s  descendants.  James  Byrom  is  the 
earliest  known  of  the  Byroms  with  a  documented  line  of  descent  to  the 
Byroms  from  which  the  writer  and  his  closest  relatives  descended.  He  is 
thought  to  have  been  born  about  1703  and  to  have  died  in  1748  or  1749. 
His  will  was  made  May  21,  1748,  and  was  proved  April  18,  1749  ( Essex 
County,  Virginia,  Will  Book  8,  p.  239).  Named  in  this  will  were  his  wife 
Elizabeth,  whose  name  before  marriage  is  not  known,  and  his  ten  children 
— Henry,  James,  John,  Peter,  Ezekiel,  Orzwill,  Mary,  Phebe,  Elizabeth, 
and  Eloner.  Of  most  significance  to  the  writer  and  his  closest  relatives  is 
their  own  direct  ancestor,  Ezekiel  Byrom. 

Ezekiel  Byrom  ( 1735-1801 ) 

Ezekiel  Byrom,  fifth  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Byrom,  according  to 
his  father’s  will,  is  thought  to  have  been  born  about  1735  and  to  have  died 
in  1801.  His  name  on  numerous  legal  records  of  Essex  County,  Virginia, 
from  1771  to  1790  ( Essex  County  Deed  Book  30,  pp.  462-463,  and 
Book  33,  pp.  196—197)  place  him  in  South  Farnham  Parish,  of  this  county, 
in  which  he  is  thought  to  have  been  born  and  to  have  lived  throughout  his 
life.  He  married  Elizabeth  Rodden,  also  of  Essex  County,  Virginia.  Born 
to  this  union  were  seven  children — William,  Reuben,  Elizabeth,  Henry, 
John,  Benjamin,  and  James  Byrom.  Four  of  the  sons — Henry,  John, 
Benjamin,  and  James — settled  in  Tennessee  after  a  sojourn  in  Mecklen¬ 
burg  County,  North  Carolina.  It  is  Henry  Byrom,  who  married  Mary 
Stampier  Cooke,  with  whom  this  genealogy  is  chiefly  concerned. 

Henry  Byrom  ( 1778-1853 ) 

Henry  Byrom,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  Elizabeth  Rodden  Byrom,  was  born 
in  Essex  County,  Virginia,  March  28,  1778.  He  appears  to  have  lived  for  a 
time  in  Fredericksburg,  Spotsylvania  County,  Virginia,  before  moving  with 
his  brothers  to  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina.  His  marriage  to 
Mary  Stampier  Cooke  appears  to  have  taken  place  soon  after  his  arrival 
in  North  Carolina.  According  to  the  Extant  Marriage  Records  of  Mecklen¬ 
burg  County,  the  date  of  this  marriage  was  January  8,  1803.  Mary 
Stampier  Cooke  was  born  in  Virginia,  September  25,  1779.  Although  no 
documentation  has  been  offered  to  prove  it,  the  suggestion  has  been  made 
that  she  may  have  been  the  daughter  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  Cooke. 
Robert  Cooke  was  a  Revolutionary  War  soldier  who  lived  from  1755  to 
1835  in  Halifax  County,  Virginia;  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina; 
and  Callaway  County,  Kentucky. 

There  is  some  dispute  as  to  whether  Henry  Byrom  and  his  family  lived 
for  a  time  in  South  Carolina;  but  all  seem  to  agree  that  the  family  arrived 
in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  by  1811.  The  United  States  Census  Report 
of  1 850  for  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  shows  that  their  son  John  Calvin 
Byrom,  who  was  born  July  15,  1809,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee.  If  this 
report  is  accurate,  the  family  arrived  in  Franklin  County  before  his  birth, 
unless  they  settled  earlier  in  some  other  section  of  this  state.  Henry  and 
Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom  reared  a  family  of  three  boys  and  seven  girls 
on  Rock  Creek,  a  few  miles  south  of  Tullahoma,  which  is  in  Coffee  County, 
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Tennessee.  An  additional  boy  had  died  in  infancy  before  the  family  moved 
to  Tennessee. 

The  Census  Report  of  1850  for  Franklin  County  lists  correctly  the 
ages  of  Henry  and  Mary  Byrom  as  72  and  71.  By  this  time  all  of  their 
children  had  married  or  otherwise  left  home.  Living  with  the  old  couple, 
however,  were  three  granddaughters — Jane  Holt,  age  14,  youngest  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt,  and  the  two  sisters  Lucinda  Jane 
and  Mary  Frances  Byrom,  ages  13  and  3.  The  latter  two  were  daughters  of 
Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom’s  deceased  son  Benjamin  Byrom, 
who  had  died  in  Texas.  Jane  Holt  married  William  Prince  on  October  30, 
1851  ( Franklin  County  Marriages  1830-1857) .  The  following  is  a  sig¬ 
nificant  section  of  the  will  which  Henry  Byrom  made  on  July  19,  1852 
( Will  Book  l,  pp.  325-326): 

Thirdly:  I  want  all  that  may  be  left  at  the  death  of  my  wife  to  be  equally 
divided  among  my  legal  heirs  except  the  part  that  is  going  to  the  heirs  of  my 
daughter  Elizabeth  Holt  now  dec’d  and  I  have  raised  one  of  said  Elizabeth’s 
daughters  to  wit  Jane  Holt  now  Jane  Prince.  I  wish  her  the  said  Jane  Prince  to 
have  one  half  of  what  may  be  coming  to  said  Elizabeth’s  heirs  and  the  balance 
of  said  Elizabeth’s  part  of  my  estate  to  be  equally  divided  among  the  heirs  of 
the  said  Elizabeth’s  legal  heirs. 

Henry  Byrom  died  on  November  2,  1853,  from  injuries  caused  by  a 
runaway  team.  His  will  was  proved  January  18,  1854.  His  wife  Mary 
Stampier  Cooke  Byrom,  known  by  some  as  Sally  Byrom,  lived  until 
August  28,  1863.  Their  place  of  burial  is  thought  to  have  been  near  their 
old  home  place;  but  so  far  as  is  known  by  the  writer,  the  exact  spot  has  not 
been  determined. 

For  facts  concerning  the  Byrom  family,  the  writer  is  indebted  to 
Henry  H.  Byrom  of  Mesquite,  Texas,  who  has  located  an  old  Bible  and 
other  records  concerning  his  ancestors.  Although  a  few  facts  were  obtained 
from  other  sources,  most  of  the  information  was  found  in  the  reports  from 
the  Byrom  descendant  of  Mesquite,  Texas,  who  appears  to  be  a  careful 
genealogist.  He  is  a  great-great-grandson  of  Thomas  Byrom,  fifth  child  of 
Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom.  His  line  of  descent  is  as  follows: 
Henry  Byrom  (1778-1853)  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke,  Thomas  Byrom 
(1811-1861)  and  Agnes  Fariss,  John  Alexander  Byrom  (1837-1910)  and 
Matilda  H.  Crick,  Jeff  Davis  Byrom  (1861-1914)  and  Margaret  J.  Weeks, 
Henry  Duncan  Byrom  (1883-1954)  and  Isola  A.  Harbin,  Henry  H. 
Byrom  (1919-  )  and  Frances  A.  Wallace.  Henry  H.  Byrom  had  this 

to  say  about  the  Byrom  Bible  records:  “Henry  Byrom’s  own  birth  date  as 
well  as  his  wife’s — death  dates — their  Children’s  birth  dates  and  names — 
all  appear  in  the  Family  Bible  of  their  younger  son,  Milton  Byrom  of 
Atascosa  County,  Texas  (1816-1886),  and  now  in  the  possession  of  the 
family  of  Milton’s  younger  son,  Robert  Eli  Byrom  of  Potect,  Texas  (1870- 
1950),  from  whom  I  secured  a  copy.” 

For  the  most  part,  the  writer  has  chosen  to  accept  and  supplement  the 
research  of  Henry  H.  Byrom  rather  than  take  the  time  necessary  to 
duplicate  it.  It  was  his  earlier  intention  not  to  continue  with  the  Byrom 


239 


The  Children  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom 

name  farther  than  the  children  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke 
Byrom;  but  plans  were  altered  by  the  discovery  of  a  remarkable  number 
of  marriages  among  the  descendants  of  Henry  Byrom  and  William  Penn 
Hix,  another  ancestor  of  the  writer  whose  story  is  found  in  Chapter  XIII. 
As  will  be  seen  in  the  section  which  follows,  most  of  these  marriages  in¬ 
volved  the  Riddle  grandchildren  of  William  Penn  Hix,  two  of  whose 
daughters,  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  and  Sarah  Caroline,  married  the  brothers 
Randolph  and  John  Riddle. 

The  Children  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom 

Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children — Elizabeth,  James,  William  Henry,  John  Calvin,  Thomas,  Benja¬ 
min,  Milton,  Mary  C.,  Robert  Cooke,  James  Martin,  and  Sarah  Ann 
Byrom.  From  various  sources  of  information,  supplied  mostly  by  Henry  H. 
Byrom  of  Mesquite,  Texas,  and  Mrs.  Eliza  Byrom  Stephens  of  Shelbyville, 
Tennessee,  a  brief  sketch  on  each  has  been  made  possible. 

1.  Elizabeth  Byrom,  first  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke 
Byrom  and  great-great-grandmother  of  the  writer,  was  born  October  7, 
1803,  in  Mecklenburg  County,  North  Carolina,  and  died  in  the  Rock  Creek 
Community,  of  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  on  an  unknown  date,  during 
the  year  1837.  At  a  early  age,  possibly  as  young  as  fifteen,  she  married 
Jacob  Holt,  whose  parents  are  not  known  by  his  descendants.  He  was  born 
in  Georgia,  according  to  some  census  reports,  in  the  year  1799,  according 
to  his  military  records.  He  died  December  29,  1874,  according  to  family 
records.  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt  are  buried  near  the  graves  of 
two  of  his  other  wives  in  a  family  burial  ground  in  the  Rock  Creek  Com¬ 
munity,  of  Franklin  .County,  Tennessee,  on  land  which  in  1961  belonged  to 
James  A.  Woods. 

It  is  a  family  tradition  that  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children — Mary  C.,  Nancy,  Elizabeth,  William  Byrom,  John 
Henry,  Rebecca  S.,  Thomas  W.,  Patsy,  James  Lafayette,  and  Jane  Holt. 
All  of  their  names  have  been  found  in  family  or  public  records;  but  Nancy’s 
identity  has  not  been  established  to  the  complete  satisfaction  of  the  writer. 
(For  documentation  and  for  additional  information  on  each,  see  the  Jacob 
Holds  Twenty-seven  Children  section  of  Chapter  X.) 

Jane  Holt,  tenth  and  last  child  of  Jacob  and  Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt, 
was  born  April  1,  1836,  and  died  March  10,  1920.  She  was  reared  by  her 
maternal  grandparents,  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom.  On 
October  30,  1851,  she  married  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  William  R. 
Prince,  who  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  August  31,  1832, 
and  died  June  6,  1907.  They  are  buried  in  Poe  Prairie  Cemetery,  near 
Milsaps,  Parker  County,  Texas,  where  they  had  made  their  home  for 
many  years  before  their  deaths.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children — 
Mary  E.,  Henry  H.,  Angeline,  Mattie,  Fanny  Tennessee,  J.  B.,  Nannie, 
Evy,  and  W.  T.  Prince. 

During  the  thirty-seven  years  which  followed  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Elizabeth  Byrom  Holt,  Jacob  Holt  married  2)  Lucinda  Holder,  3)  Ros- 
annah  Raney,  and  4)  Mary  Jane  Deerin  by  whom  he  became  the  father 
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of  seventeen  additional  children  whose  names  are  presented  in  the  Jacob 
Holt's  Twenty-seven  Children  section  of  Chapter  X. 

2.  James  Byrom,  second  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke 
Byrom,  was  bom  August  5,  1805,  and  apparently  died  in  infancy. 

3.  William  Henry  Byrom,  third  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier 
Cooke  Byrom,  was  born  April  22,  1807,  in  Mecklenburg  County,  North 
Carolina,  according  to  his  grandson  R.  C.  Byrom,  and  died  near  Estill 
Springs,  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  after  the  United  States  Census  was 
taken  in  1870.  About  1830  he  married  Elizabeth  Lasater,  who  died  in 
1848.  To  this  union  were  born  Green  H.  Byrom,  who  married  Margaret  A. 
Rice;  Edwin  B.  Byrom,  who  married  1)  A.  C.  Jordan  and  2)  Emeline 
Holder;  Asberry  Milton  Byrom,  who.  may  have  married  Fannie  E.  Morris 
and/or  a  woman  named  Tranquilla;  Lucy  Byrom,  who  married  a  Muse; 
Sarah  J.  Byrom  (September  25,  1841 — April  16,  1912),  who  married 
J.  L.  Poe;  William  L.  Byrom;  and  James  K.  Polk  Byrom,  who  married 
Arie  Emma  Martin. 

William  Henry  Byrom  married  2)  Nancy  C.  Fariss,  who  was  born 
May  30,  1820,  died  April  2,  1912,  and  was  buried  in  the  Estill  Springs 
Cemetery.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Martha  Clardy  Fariss  of 
Pendleton  District,  South  Carolina,  and  a  sister  of  Agnes  Fariss  who 
married  William  Henry  Byrom’s  brother  Thomas.  William  Henry  and 
Nancy  C.  Fariss  Byrom  had  one  son,  Thomas  Monroe  Byrom,  who  was 
living  in  1880,  and  probably  another  son,  Franklin  P.  Byrom,  who  died 
young. 

4.  John  Calvin  Byrom,  fourth  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier 
Cooke  Byrom,  was  born  July  15,  1809,  and  died  December  2,  1863.  The 
Census  Report  of  1850  for  the  24th  District  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee, 
gives  Tennessee  as  his  native  state;  but  he  may  have  been  born  in  Mecklen¬ 
burg  County,  North  Carolina.  At  an  unknown  date,  probably . about  1830, 
he  married  Mary  (Polly)  Caroline  Short,  who  was  born  April  23,  1813, 
and  died  January  6,  1896.  They  are  buried  in  the  Bomar  Cemetery,  near 
Raus,  in  Bedford  County.  He  was  a  Baptist  preacher.  They  were  the 
parents  of  fifteen  children  as  follows:  Edward  Pinkney  Byrom,  who  was 
born  March  2,  1832,  married  Sernettie  Holt  (1832-1908),  and  died 
March  7,  1899;  Sarah  Adeline  Byrom,  who  was  born  March  22,  1833, 
married  Robert  Dean,  and  died  before  1906;  Elizabeth  Byrom,  who  was 
born  November  12,  1834,  married  William  H.  Anderton,  and  died  in 
March,  1902;  George  W.  Byrom,  who  was  born  October  1,  1836,  married 
Victoria  (Vic)  Stovall,  and  was  living  in  1911;  James  Wilson  Byrom, 
who  was  born  March  12,  1838,  married  Kate  Milsaps,  and  died  in  April, 
1919;  Henry  Joab  (the  Rev.  Joe)  Byrom,  who  was  born  January  31,  1840, 
married  1)  Patricia  Shasteen  Rogers  and  2)  Jennie  Sarjent,  and  died  in 
April,  1914;  James  Milton  Byrom,  who  was  born  January  13,  1842, 
married  Mollie  Yows,  lived  at  Gatesville,  Texas,  and  died  February  27, 
1924;  Margaret  Caroline  Byrom,  who  was  born  in  1844,  married  James 
Hezekiah  Ray,  and  died  in  1887;  Florinda  Jane  Byrom,  who  was  born  in 
1845,  married  Elisha  Leach,  and  died  in  1927;  Ben  Jackson  Byrom,  who 
is  the  subject  of  the  next  paragraph;  William  (Billy)  Byrom,  who  died  in 
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infancy  about  1848;  Alice  Casandra  Byrom,  who  was  born  December'  1, 
1850,  married  Marion  Brandon,  and  died  before  1906;  Nancy  Clementine 
Byrom,  who  was  born  April  26,  1852,  married  P.  J.  Trimble,  and  died 
November  12,  1924;  Sophronia  Byrom,  who  was  born  January  21,  1854, 
married  John  Marbury,  and  died  in  1939;  and  Almedia  Palestine  Byrom, 
who  was  born  in  1856  and  died  in  infancy. 

The  Reverend  Ben  Jackson  Byrom ,  son  of  John  Calvin  and  Mary 
(Polly)  Short  Byrom,  was  born  January  18,  1847,  and  died  May  2,  1926. 
On  an  unknown  date,  probably  about  1870,  he  married  Sarah  Wiseman, 
who  was  born  June  23,  1851,  and  died  August  26,  1883.  Children  of  this 
marriage  were  Emory  Byrom,  who  married  Annie  Roberts;  Addie  Byrom, 
who  married  Jim  Gambill;  Eliza  Byrom,  who  married  Amos  Milton 
Stephens,  son  of  Thomas  Jefferson  and  Louisa  Hix  Stephens,  and  who  has 
provided  much  of  the  information  on  this  family;  and  Nannie  Byrom,  who 
married  Martin  Riddle,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Caroline  Hix  Riddle.  In 
March,  1885,  Ben  Jackson  Byrom  married  2)  Dora  Price,  who  was  born 
February  13,  1859,  and  died  August  22,  1922.  Both  of  Ben  Jackson 
Byrom’s  wives  are  buried  beside  him  in  the  Bomar  Cemetery,  near  Raus. 
To  his  second  marriage  were  born  Ishum  P.  Byrom,  who  was  born  May  7, 
1887,  and  a  daughter,  who  died  at  birth. 

5.  Thomas  Byrom,  fifth  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke 
Byrom,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  according  to  1850  Census  Report,  but  in 
North  Carolina,  according  to  a  statement  by  his  son  George  Smith  Byrom, 
on  May  10,  1811.  He  died  in  the  Lost  Creek  Community,  of  Franklin 
County,  Tennessee,  August  23,  1864.  On  July  1,  1830,  he  married  Agnes 
Fariss,  sister  of  Nancy  C.  Fariss,  second  wife  of  his  brother  William  Henry 
Byrom.  Thomas  and  Agnes  Fariss  Byrom  were  the  parents  of  ten  children: 
Nancy  Caroline  Byrom  (1831-1910),  who  married  James  C.  Evans; 
William  Fletcher  Byrom,  who  was  born  in  1833,  married  a  girl  named 
Anne,  and  died  in  1903;  Henry  Lafayette  Byrom  (1835-1918),  who 
married  1)  Martha  Custis  Temple  and  2)  her  sister  Mary  Elizabeth 
Temple;  John  Alexander  Byrom  (1837-1910),  who  married  Matilda  H. 
Crick  and  became  the  great-grandfather  of  Henry  H.  Byrom  of  Mesquite, 
Texas,  who  has  been  responsible  for  most  of  the  research  on  the  Byrom 
family;  George  Smith  Byrom  (1839-1908),  who  married  Sarah  Elizabeth 
McElroy  ( 1844-1 936) ;  Martha  Louise  Byrom  ( 1841-1876),  who  married 
Robert  M.  Majors;  Henderson  Richard  Byrom  (1844-1880);  Mary 
Melvina  Byrom  (1848-1914),  who  married  1)  Andrew  Travis  and 
2)  John  Ballard;  Almedia  Adaline  Byrom  (1850-1901),  who  married 
James  K.  P.  Carroll;  and  Caldonia  Angeline  Byrom,  who  was  born  in  1853 
and  died  in  1864. 

6.  Benjamin  Byrom,  sixth  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke 
Byrom,  was  born  December  13,  1813,  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee.  He 
died  in  Port  Caddo,  Franklin  County,  Texas,  between  March  17  and 
May  7,  1849 — the  dates  on  which  his  will  was  made  and  probated.  By  his 
first  wife,  Mary  (1814-1846),  he  had  six  children  whose  birth  dates  were 
recorded  in  the  Bible  of  his  brother  Milton  Byrom:  Mariah  A.  Byrom,  who 
was  born  September  29,  1834;  Milton  Lafayette  Byrom,  who  was  born 
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February  6,  1836,  and  married  Jane  E.  Blake;  and  Lucinda  Jane  Byrom, 
who  was  born  January  23,  1838  ,and  who  lived  in  the  home  of  her  paternal 
grandparents,  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke  Byrom,  in  Franklin 
County,  Tennessee,  after  the  death  of  her  parents;  Susan  Caroline  Byrom, 
who  was  born  December  11,  1841,  and  married  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Mitchell;  Mary  Frances  Byrom,  who  was  born  November  4,  1843,  and 
who  also  was  living  with  her  paternal  grandparents  in  1850;  and  John 
Andrew  Byrom,  who  was  born  November  29,  1845,  and  married  Mary  A. 
Dean. 

By  his  second  wife,  Eliza  Hays  Byrom,  Benjamin  Byrom  had  one  son, 
Henry  Franklin  Byrom,  who  was  born  September  17,  1848,  and  who 
married  the  widow  Margaret  Elizabeth  Tucker  Jones  (1848-1946). 

7.  Milton  Byrom,  seventh  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier  Cooke 
Byrom,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  August  28,  1816,  and 
died  near  Potect,  Atascasa  County,  Texas.  No  children  were  born  to  his 
first  marriage  on  January  2,  1840,  to  Lucy  Lasater  (1822-1846).  His  sec¬ 
ond  wife,  Nancy  C.  Arnold,  was  born  December  13,  1822,  and  died  May  7, 
1863.  To  this  marriage,  which  was  on  December  13,  1846,  were  born 
eight  children — William  Henry  K.  Byrom  (1847-1864),  who  did  not 
marry;  Jasper  Alexander  Byrom  (1849-1927),  a  Texas  Ranger,  who 
married  Mary  Elizabeth  Hill;  Mary  Jane  Byrom  (1851-1882),  who 
married  Bee  Walker;  Margaret  Caroline  Byrom  (1853-1935),  who  mar¬ 
ried  1)  James  Hill  and  2)  Arnold  Miller;  Sarah  Elizabeth  Byrom,  who 
was  born  in  1855  and  who  married  1)  Calvin  Higgins  and  2)  John  R. 
Wilson;  Thomas  Columbus  Byrom,  who  was  born  in  1857  and  who  married 
Caroline  Medora  Dickison;  James  Washington  Byrom,  who  was  born  in 
1859  and  who  married  Gertrude  Dickerson;  and  Martha  Ann  Byrom, 
who  was  born  in  1862  and  married  Cary  Hickson. 

On  May  8,  1864,  Milton  Byrom  married  third,  Sarah  W.  Walker, 
who  was  born  March  24,  1840,  and  died  April  25,  1875.  Six  children  born 
to  this  marriage  were:  John  Milton  Byrom  (1865-1942),  who  married 
Rosa  L.  Langley;  Jason  David  Byrom  (1867-1937),  who  married  Edna 
Milton;  Joseph  Henry  Byrom,  who  was  born  in  1869  and  died  in  infancy; 
Robert  Eli  Byrom  (1870-1950),  who  married  Blanche  Brooks  and  who 
had  his  father’s  Bible;  Charles  Andrew  Byrom,  who  was  born  in  1873  and 
was  living  unmarried  in  the  1940’s;  and  Lee  Pinkney  Byrom  (1875-1882). 

8.  Mary  (Polly)  C.  Byrom,  eighth  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier 
Cooke  Byrom,  was  born  February  29,  1820,  in  Franklin  County,  Tennes¬ 
see,  and  was  living  near  Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  in  1870.  On  October  13, 
1839,  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  she  married  Kindred  Majors,  of 
Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  who  was  born  in  October,  1821,  and  died  in 
October,  1861,  and  was  buried  on  a  farm,  near  Marble  Hill,  in  what  is  now 
Moore  County,  Tennessee.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine  children — 
Nancy,  Calvin  A.,  James  H.,  William  E.,  Samuel  Eli,  Maria  (or  Sarah)  E., 
Benjamin  F.,  Rhoda,  and  Matilda  (Rilda)  Majors.  Samuel  Eli  Majors 
was  the  father  of  Tom  Majors,  a  Methodist  minister. 

9.  Robert  Cooke  Byrom,  ninth  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier 
Cooke  Byrom,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  February  1,  1822, 
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and  died  in  Belmont,  Coffee  County,  Tennessee,  on  an  unknown  date 
about  1890.  He  was  a  Separate  Baptist  preacher,  and  his  name  indicates 
the  probability  that  his  mother’s  father  was  Robert  Cooke,  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  soldier  previously  mentioned.  By  his  first  wife,  Sarah,  Robert 
Cooke  Byrom  is  reported  to  have  had  four  children — Sarah  Caroline, 
John  Henry,  Mary  C.,  and  James  C.  Byrom.  Born  to  his  second  wife, 
Elizabeth,  were  Robert,  George,  and  Emma  Byrom. 

10.  James  Martin  Byrom,  tenth  child  of  Henry  and  Mary  Stampier 
Cooke  Byrom,  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  March  10,  1825, 
and  died  September  16,  1914.  This  last  surviving  son  of  the  above  men¬ 
tioned  parents  was  buried  in  Big  Hurricane  Baptist  Church  Cemetery,  in 
Moore  County,  Tennessee.  He  married  Sarah  Ann  Edens,  who  was  born 
April  25,  1829,  and  died  April  15,  1904.  Children  born  to  James  Martin 
and  Sarah  Ann  Edens  Byrom  were:  William  H.  Byrom,  who  married 
Sarah  Riddle,  daughter  of  Randolph  and  Elizabeth  Hix  Riddle;  James  B. 
Byrom,  who  married  Carolyn  Lokey;  Elizabeth  E.  Byrom,  who  married 
Andrew  J.  Riddle,  son  of  Randolph  and  Elizabeth  Hix  Riddle;  Marion  W. 
Byrom,  who  married  Manervia  A.  Riddle,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
Caroline  Hix  Riddle;  John  Calvin  (Chick)  Byrom,  who  married  Siddie 
Gore,  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Mary  Hix  Gore;  Mary  Jane  Byrom,  who 
married  the  Reverend  William  Melvin  Ray;  Eli  Byrom,  who  married 
Fannie  Riddle,  daughter  of  Randolph  and  Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Hix  Riddle; 
Thomas  Byrom,  who  married  Ida  Ray;  and  Martha  Byrom,  who  married 
William  Marion  Riddle. 

1 1 .  Sarah  Ann  Byrom,  eleventh  and  last  child  of  Henry  and  Mary 
Stampier  Cooke  Byrom,  was  born  December  2,  1826.  She  is  thought  to 
have  married  Jonathan  V.  Revis  by  whom  she  is  reported  to  have  had  two 
children,  Asbury  and  Caroline  Revis.  An  old  letter  indicates  that  Sarah 
Ann  Byrom  Revis  was  living  in  February,  1906.  Later  information  on  the 
family  is  lacking. 


Chapter  XU 

THE  SILVERTOOTH  AND  DAVIS  FAMILIES 


George  Silvertooth  the  Revolutionary  Soldier 

The  national  origin  of  the  Silvertooth  family  is  not  certain,  but  the 
tradition  of  Dutch  ancestry  seems  credible.  The  name  appears  to  be  an 
English  translation  of  Silvertand,  a  family  name  found  presently  in  Hol¬ 
land.  The  earliest  Silvertooth  revealed  by  the  writer’s  study  was  George 
Silvertooth  who  died  in  Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  September  22,  1788 
( Old  Kentucky  Entries  and  Deeds  by  Gibson  in  the  State  Library  in 
Frankfort,  Kentucky).  It  was  not  until  October,  1793,  however,  that  the 
inventory  of  his  estate  was  filed  ( Mercer  County  Will  Book  1,  p.  122). 
The  first  public  record  of  George  Silvertooth’s  name  appears  to  have  been 
on  the  Payroll  for  Captain  Kinkead’s  Company  of  Light  Horse  who 
were  ordered  from  Lincoln  County  (then  Virginia,  but  now  Kentucky) 
by  Colonel  John  Bowman  for  the  defense  of  Fayette  County.  A  photocopy 
of  this  Payroll  reveals  that  George  Silvertooth  enlisted  February  21,  1781, 
and  was  discharged  March  28,  1781,  after  thirty-eight  days  of  service. 
This  service  is  assumed  to  have  been  identical  with  that  for  which  he  was 
given  credit  in  Gwathmey’s  Virginians  in  the  Revolution.  After  his  name  in 
the  list  are  the  initials  “I.  P.”  indicating  that  he  served  in  the  Illinois 
Campaign.  Although  George  Silvertooth  later  owned  560  acres  of  land  in 
Mercer  County,  carved  out  of  Lincoln  County  in  1785  before  Kentucky 
became  a  state,  none  of  his  land  seems  to  have  been  acquired  because  of 
his  military  service.  The  grant  of  359  acres  by  “Beverly  Randolph 
Esquire  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia”  on  June  6,  1789, 
appears  to  have  been  land  originally  allotted  to  James  Hughes  who  chose 
to  sell  his  rights  to  it  by  assignment  to  George  Silvertooth  who  entered  it. 
George  Silvertooth  himself  had  already  died  when  the  grant  was  finally 
made  ( Virginia  Land  Grants,  Grant  21,  1789-1790,  pp.  24-26). 

On  December  7,  1796,  Samuel  Ewing,  Edward  Davis,  and  Beverly 
Williams,  guardians  of  George  Silvertooth’s  orphans,  sold  to  John  Good¬ 
night  a  parcel  of  land  and  on  December  27,  of  the  same  year,  sold  another 
parcel  containing  109  acres  to  David  Hart  ( Mercer  County  Deed  Book  3, 
pp.  209-210).  The  names  of  George  Silvertooth’s  six  children  are  revealed 
in  the  following  excerpt  from  the  court  order  concerning  the  settlement  of 
his  estate: 

In  conformity  to  an  Order  of  the  Worshipful  Court  of  Mercer  County 
issued  November,  1803,  we  have  received  and  examined,  laid  off  and  divided 
the  lands  of  George  Silvertooth  dec’d  amongst  the  heirs  of  said  Decedent  as 
follows,  to-wit:  We  alot  [sic]  to  John  Silvertooth  as  Heir  of  said  Decedent  one 
lot  of  49  Acres  together  with  two  other  lots  assigned  him  by  Polly  Silvertooth 
(now  Polly  Hart)  and  Nancy  Silvertooth  (now  Nancy  Tolly)  containing  in  the 
whole  17414  Acres  bounded  as  follows:  .  .  .  We  also  alot  to  George  Silver¬ 
tooth  joint  Heir  with  above  6414  Acres.  .  .  .  We  also  alot  Jacob  Silvertooth  a 
joint  Heir  with  the  aforesaid  4514  Acres.  .  .  .  We  also  alot  to  Sarah  Silver- 
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tooth  joint  Heir  with  above  49  Acres  .  .  .  ( Mercer  County  Deed  Book  '3, 
p.  94). 

The  name  of  George  Silvertooth’s  widow  has  not  been  found  in  any 
record  in  Mercer  County;  but  the  records  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee, 
indicate  that  her  name  was  Mary,  as  will  be  pointed  out  later.  Their  mar¬ 
riage  must  have  occurred  before  the  formation  of  Mercer  County  out  of 
Lincoln  County  in  1785 — probably  before  the  formation  of  Lincoln  County 
in  1780  from  Kentucky  County,  Virginia.  The  Mercer  County  courthouse 
does  contain,  however,  marriage  records  of  four  of  their  children  as 
follows : 

Polly  Silvertooth  to  Simon  Hart,  December  30,  1794 
Nancy  Silvertooth  to  James  Tolly,  February  6,  1804 
Jacob  Silvertooth  to  Barbara  Yankey,  April  30,  1808 

George  Silvertooth  1)  to  Hannah  Collier,  December  13,  1810,  2)  to  Lucinda 
Goodnight,  December  15,  1834,  and  3)  to  Mary  [Polly]  Yankee,  September  12, 
1851 

No  records  have  been  found  for  the  marriages  of  John  Silvertooth  and 
his  sister  Sarah;  but  evidence  of  Sarah  Silvertooth’s  marriage  to  Peter 
Tipps  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  will  be  presented  later. 

Of  George  Silvertooth’s  six  children  only  his  son  George  is  known  to 
have  remained  permanently  in  Mercer  County,  Kentucky.  Nowhere  has 
this  son  of  George  Silvertooth  the  Revolutionary  soldier  been  found 
recorded  as  George  Silvertooth,  Jr.;  but  he  is  thus  designated  in  this  sketch 
in  order  to  distinguish  him  from  his  father.  To  George  Silvertooth,  Jr.’s, 
first  wife,  Hannah  Collier  Silvertooth,  was  born  Lydia  Silvertooth  who 
married  John  Barker  on  November  29,  1832.  Census  reports  indicate  that  a 
son  and  another  daughter  were  born  to  this  marriage  and  that  a  daughter 
was  born  to  his  second  wife,  Lucinda  Goodnight  Silvertooth;  but  neither 
their  names  nor  the  names  of  any  heirs  were  named  in  his  will  which  was 
written  on  August  28,  1852,  after  his  marriage  to  Mary  (Polly)  Yankee. 
An  excerpt  from  this  will,  which  was  proved  June  1,  1869,  follows: 

To  my  wife  Mary,  I  will  during  her  natural  life  all  the  property  both  real  and 
personal  that  1  now  do  or  may  possess-at  my  death,  to  have  and  use  the  same 
as  she  may  see  fit,  during  her  life  time,  but  what  portion  of  the  said  property 
may,  may  remain  after  her  death  is  to  be  divided  equally  between  her  heirs, 
or  who  she  shall  make  her  heirs,  and  John  Barker’s  five  children  that  he  now 
has  (to  wit) — George,  Catherine,  Louise,  Serena,  Carroline  ( Mercer  County, 
Ky.,  Will  Book  18,  p.  48). 

The  Will  of  George  Silvertooth,  Jr.’s,  widow,  Mary  (Polly)  Yankee 
Silvertooth,  in  1873  indicates  that  she  had  no  living  children  either  by 
George  Silvertooth,  Jr.,  or  by  a  previous  husband,  since  the  only  heir  she 
named  was  her  niece  Eliza  Claunch  ( Mercer  County  Will  Book  18, 

p.  128). 

The  Silvertooth  Migration  to  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee 

Public  records  indicate  that  George  Silvertooth’s  widow  and  most  of 
his  children  settled  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  The  date  of  their 
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migration  is  not  known;  but  at  least  three  of  the  children  were  there  on 
December  2,  1812,  when  John  Silvertooth,  then  living  in  Lincoln  County, 
Tennessee,  purchased  from  his  brother-in-law  and  sister,  Peter  Tipps  and 
wife  Sarah,  also  living  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  fifty  acres  of  land  in 
Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  for  $250  ( Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  Deed 
Book  G-l,  pp.  259-260). 

Sarah  Silvertooth  evidently  married  Peter  Tipps  after  her  arrival  in 
Lincoln  County,  since  there  is  no  record  of  the  marriage  in  Mercer  County, 
Kentucky.  Peter  Tipps  is  thought  to  have  come  to  Lincoln  County  from 
North  Carolina.  Marriage  records  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  prior  to 
1838  are  not  available. 

Among  the  witnesses  to  Peter  and  Sarah  Tipps’  signatures  to  the 
above  mentioned  deed  were  Jacob  Silvertooth  and  Thomas  H.  Shaw;  so 
they,  likewise,  were  already  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee  by  December  2, 
1812.  Jacob  Silvertooth,  of  course,  was  Sarah  Tipps’  brother.  Thomas  H. 
Shaw,  according  to  an  unconfirmed  and  even  doubted  tradition,  was  John 
Silvertooth’s  step-son. 

The  1820  Census  Report  for  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  contains 
three  separate  households  of  Silvertooths.  Mary  Silvertooth,  age  45  or 
older,  was  the  oldest  and  had  in  her  home  no  males  but  two  females,  age 
16  to  26.  Her  age  indicates  strongly  that  she  was  the  mother  of  her  neigh¬ 
bors  John  and  Jacob  Silvertooth  and  Sarah  Tipps,  wife  of  Peter  Tipps,  who 
fell  in  the  26-45  age  category.  The  two  young  women  in  Mary  Silver- 
tooth’s  home  have  not  been  identified.  Listed  on  the  same  page  in  the 
Census  Report  as  these  families  was  Jonathan  Tolly,  age  16  to  26.  Like 
William  Tolly,  found  in  later  census  reports  and  in  other  Lincoln  County 
records,  Jonathan  Tolly  is  thought  to  have  been  related  to  James  Tolly 
who  married  Nancy  Silvertooth  in  Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  in  1804.  On 
another  page  of  the  1820  Census  Report  for  Lincoln  County  is  listed  the 
household  of  Samuel  Hart,  age  26-45,  who  may  have  been  identical  with 
the  Simon  Hart  recorded  as  having  married  Polly  Silvertooth  in  Mercer 
County,  Kentucky,  in  1794.  While  no  record  has  been  found  which  in¬ 
disputably  establishes  the  relationship  among  the  Silvertooths,  Tolly s,  and 
Harts  of  Lincoln  County,  it  is  indicated  by  the  names  of  their  children  and 
by  the  association  of  their  names  as  witnesses  to  signatures  on  deeds  and  in 
the  administration  of  estates.  For  example,  John  Silvertooth  named  both 
William  Tolly  and  Benjamin  W.  Berry  as  executors  of  his  will  ( Lincoln 
County  Will  Book  2,  p.  325).  Benjamin  W.  Berry,  whose  relationship  to 
the  Silvertooth  family  has  not  been  determined,  was  made  administrator  of 
Samuel  Hart’s  estate  with  William  Tolly  as  one  of  his  bondsmen  ( Minutes 
of  Lincoln  County  Court  1860-1863 ,  p.  188).  Most  of  the  land  on  which 
the  Silvertooths  and  their  close  relatives  settled  in  Lincoln  County  appears 
to  have  been  in  the  area  which  in  1871  became  a  part  of  Moore  County. 

Jacob  Silvertooth  and  His  Children 

Jacob  Silvertooth,  like  John  Silvertooth’s  other  brother  and  sisters,  is 
only  of  secondary  importance  in  the  writer’s  genealogy;  but  a  variety  of 
circumstances  have  combined  to  justify  a  special  section  on  him  and  his 
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children.  Foremost  among  the  considerations  is  the  important  contribution 
to  the  total  Silvertooth  legend  by  one  of  Jacob  Silvertooth’s  descendants, 
Mrs.  Mary  Moore  McCullen,  of  Amory,  Mississippi.  Furthermore,  any 
identification  of  Jacob  Silvertooth’s  children  facilitates  a  more  accurate 
accounting  of  John  Silvertooth’s  family.  This  section  on  Jacob  Silvertooth 
and  his  children  is  presented  out  of  chronological  order  in  order  to  permit  a 
more  coherent  sequence  near  the  junction  of  the  writer’s  Silvertooth  and 
Davis  ancestries. 

Although  Mrs.  McCullen  has  spent  many  years  in  painstaking  re¬ 
search  on  the  Silvertooth  family,  available  information  on  Jacob  Silver¬ 
tooth  is  still  insufficient  to  provide  a  full  picture  of  his  life  or  a  complete 
list  of  his  children.  The  date  of  his  birth  is  not  known;  but  it  is  estimated  to 
have  been  a  few  years  before  his  father’s  death  in  1788 — probably  about 
1785,  before  the  birth  of  his  sister  Sarah.  He  married  Barbara  Yankey  in 
Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  the  county  of  his  birth,  on  April  30,  1808.  Be¬ 
tween  that  date  and  December  2,  1812,  they  moved  with  other  Silver- 
tooths  to  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  On  September  25,  1821,  Jacob 
Silvertooth,  “of  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,”  sold  to  his  brother  George, 
“of  Mercer  County,  Kentucky,”  the  land  which  his  father  had  left  him 
( Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  Deed  Book  13,  p.  72).  On  January  11,  1836, 
Jacob  Silvertooth,  still  a  resident  of  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  sold  his 
land  there  ( Lincoln  County  Deed  Book  J-l,  p.  549).  May  4,  1837,  was 
the  date  on  which  he  purchased  in  Greene  County,  Alabama,  400  acres 
from  Lunsford  L.  Albrooks  ( Greene  County  Deed  Book  H,  p.  138).  He 
remained  in  Greene  County,  Alabama,  at  least  until  the  census  was  taken 
in  1840. 

In  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  contrary,  it  would  be  assumed  that 
the  oldest  female  in  Jacob  Silvertooth’s  household  in  the  1820  and  1830 
Census  Reports  for  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  and  in  the  1840  Report 
for  Greene  County,  Alabama,  was  his  first  wife,  Barbara  Yankey  Silver¬ 
tooth  and  that  all  the  children  listed  therein  were  his  own;  but  Barbara 
may  have  died,  and  Jacob  may  have  married  a  widow  with  children.  This 
is  mentioned  because  of  what  appear  to  be  inconsistencies  among  the 
various  census  reports  and  the  unexplained  presence  of  a  Doritha  Silver¬ 
tooth,  age  50  and  born  in  Georgia,  in  the  home  of  Abner  Evans,  age  41 
and  born  in  Georgia,  in  the  1850  Census  Report  for  Greene  County, 
Alabama.  Jacob  Silvertooth  was  not  listed  in  Greene  County,  Alabama, 
by  the  1850  Census  Report.  On  September  14,  1842,  Abner  Evans  had 
married  Miss  Jane  Hodges,  who  was  listed  in  his  household  in  the  1850 
Census  Report  as  age  25  and  born  in  Tennessee.  If  evidence  could  be 
found  that  Jacob  Silvertooth  died  before  1850  or  that  he  divorced  Doritha 
Silvertooth,  a  better  case  could  be  made  for  the  assumption  that  he  had 
married  Jane  Hodges’  widowed  mother,  Doritha  Hodges,  some  time  before 
he  left  Tennessee.  Any  conjecturing  along  this  line  should  be  influenced  by 
the  contents  of  the  next  paragraph. 

In  1850  a  Jacob  Silvertooth  was  living  in  Cannon  County,  Tennessee, 
in  the  home  of  David  Couganhour,  as  indicated  by  the  household  listed 
last  in  the  census  report  for  that  county  for  that  year  as  follows: 
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NAME 

AGE 

OCCUPATION 

NATIVE  STATE 

David  Couganhour 

40  [or  46] 

Farmer 

N.  C. 

Richard  Couganhour 

14 

Tenn. 

Jacob  A.  Couganhour 

9 

U 

Jacob  Silvertooth 

57 

Farmer 

Ky. 

Elizabeth  Silvertooth 

27 

N.  C. 

James  L.  McFadin 

14 

Tenn. 

Caroline  McFadin 

2 

<( 

Although  allowance  must  be  made  for  error  in  age,  the  Jacob  Silver- 
tooth  listed  above  appears  to  the  writer  to  have  been  the  same  Jacob 
Silvertooth  who  married  Barbara  Yankey  in  Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  in 
1808,  moved  shortly  thereafter  to  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  and  by 
1837,  moved  again  to  Greene  County,  Alabama.  He  certainly  was  the 
Jacob  Silvertooth  who  married  Elizabeth  Manning  on  March  4,  1849,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Bible  record  of  Ann  Maria  McFadden  Fagan,  sister  of  the 
McFadden  children  living  in  David  Couganhour’s  household  in  1850. 
These  McFadden  (McFadin)  children  were  Jacob  Silvertooth’s  grand¬ 
children — children  of  his  deceased  daughter  Manerva  Caroline  Silver¬ 
tooth  who  had  married  Candour  McFadden  II  on  November  25,  1834,  and 
died  December  3,  1849,  according  to  the  Bible  record.  As  will  be  pointed 
out  later,  David  Couganhour  appears  to  have  been  Jacob  Silvertooth’s 
son-in-law,  the  widower  of  another  deceased  daughter  whose  name  has  not 
been  determined.  Jacob  Silvertooth’s  correct  age  in  1850  was  approxi¬ 
mately  65,  rather  than  the  57  recorded  in  the  Census  Report  of  1850.  By 
strange  coincidence  an  even  greater  error  in  reporting  was  made  by  the 
census  taker  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  when  he  listed  Jacob  Silver¬ 
tooth’s  brother  John  as  only  60  in  1850.  Apparently  Jacob  Silvertooth  did 
not  live  long  after  the  1850  Census  was  taken,  for  on  December  15-19, 
1851,  his  widow,  Elizabeth  Silvertooth,  married  Edmond  Covington 
( Cannon  County  Marriages  1850-1866,  p.  13).  It  is  unfortunate  that  no 
record  of  the  settling  of  Jacob  Silvertooth’s  estate  has  been  found,  for  such 
might  have  been  the  key  to  many  of  the  uncertainties  about  him  and  his 
children. 

Since  no  recorded  list  of  Jacob  Silvertooth’s  children  has  been  found, 
the  compilation  of  such  a  list  has  been  extremely  difficult;  and  the  identity 
of  each  child  has  been  by  no  means  certain.  Although  available  records 
dispose  the  writer  to  think  otherwise,  the  idea  must  not  be  overlooked  that 
the  Jacob  Silvertooth  who  married  Elizabeth  Manning  in  1849  and  who 
was  living  with  her  in  David  Couganhour’s  home  in  1850  may  have  been 
Jacob  Silvertooth,  Jr.,  son  of  the  Jacob  Silvertooth  who  married  Barbara 
Yankey.  If  so,  the  age  must  be  adjusted  to  approximately  40  for  Kentucky 
to  have  been  his  native  state.  From  records  and  from  traditions  with  the 
appearance  of  reasonable  reliability  a  partial  list  of  Jacob  Silvertooth’s 
children  has  been  compiled  as  follows:  John  S.,  a  daughter  thought  to  have 
married  David  Couganhour,  Manerva  Caroline,  George  W.,  Mariah  P., 
and  James  Alexander.  Such  information  as  is  considered  reliable  and 
worthy  of  reporting  is  presented  on  each. 

1.  John  S.  Silvertooth  probably  was  the  male  in  Jacob  Silvertooth’s 
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household  who  was  listed  in  the  1820  Census  Report  for  Lincoln  County, 
Tennessee,  as  being  between  10  and  16  years  of  age.  His  birth  may  have 
occurred  in  1809  or  early  1810.  He  enlisted  as  a  private  on  July  1,  1836, 
for  service  in  the  Seminole  War  and  was  furloughed  home  on  October  5, 
1836.  No  record  has  been  found  to  prove  that  this  John  S.  Silvertooth 
was  Jacob’s  son;  but  by  the  process  of  elimination  he  is  assumed  to  have 
been.  Jacob’s  brother  John  was  too  old  for  military  service  in  1836  and  had 
another  son  named  John  Addison  Silvertooth;  whereas  Jacob  Silvertooth 
did  not  have  another  son  named  John  so  far  as  is  known. 

2.  A  daughter  also  was  listed  in  the  10-16  age  bracket  in  the  1820 
Census  Report  and,  therefore,  may  have  been  born  in  1809  or  1810, 
possibly  as  a  twin  sister  to  the  first  son  in  the  family.  There  are  strong 
indications  that  this  daughter  married  David  Couganhour  about  1835. 
Since  David  Couganhour’s  wife  was  not  listed  in  the  1850  Census  Report, 
she  must  have  died  before  it  was  taken;  and  since  the  youngest  child, 
Jacob  A.  Couganhour,  was  nine  years  of  age,  she  may  have  been  dead  for 
several  years.  This  son’s  name  and  the  common  residence  of  the  Cougan- 
hours,  Silvertooths,  and  McFaddens  leave  little  doubt  that  a  relation¬ 
ship  existed.  Jacob  A.  Couganhour  is  assumed  to  have  been  the  J.  A. 
Couganhour  who  married  Mary  Rawlins  on  December  25-29,  1863 
( Cannon  County  Marriages  1850-1866,  p.  110). 

3.  Manerva  Caroline  Silvertooth,  according  to  Bible  record,  was  born 
December  2,  1814,  became  the  first  wife  of  Candour  McFadden  II  on 
November  25,  1834,  and  died  December  3,  1849,  shortly  after  the  birth 
of  Martha  Candour  McFadden  who  died  in  infancy.  In  1850  two  of  the 
children,  James  Fowler,  and  Manerva  Caroline  (II),  were  living  with 
Jacob  Silvertooth,  their  grandfather  or  their  uncle,  in  the  home  of  David 
Couganhour,  who  appears  to  have  been  their  uncle  by  marriage.  Other 
children  born  to  Manerva  Caroline  Silvertooth  McFadden  were  Ann 
Maria,  Jacob  H.,  Mary  Clementina,  John  Henry,  William  Tolly,  and  Eliza 
Jane.  Ann  Maria  McFadden  was  born  February  2,  1839,  married  G.  M. 
Fagan  on  September  18,  1854,  and  died  October  24,  1913.  Her  grand¬ 
daughter,  Mrs.  Mary  Fagan  Torrence  of  Savannah,  Georgia,  has  preserved 
her  Bible  and  has  made  a  copy  of  the  family  records  in  it  available  for  the 
preparation  of  these  sketches. 

4.  George  W.  Silvertooth  was  born  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee, 
about  1815,  and  married  in  Hickman  County,  Kentucky,  on  June  3,  1840, 
Mary  Ann  McFadden,  daughter  of  Ralph  McFadden,  brother  of  Candour 
McFadden  II  who  married  George  W.  Silvertooth’s  sister  Manerva  Caro¬ 
line  Silvertooth.  George  W.  Silvertooth  served  in  the  Kentucky  House  of 
Representatives  and  Senate  for  a  number  of  years  before  the  Civil  War.  He 
died  October  19,  1875.  On  the  following  Sunday  The  Louisville  Com¬ 
mercial  (Vol.  XIII,  No.  98,  Sunday,  October  22,  1875)  had  the  following 
lines  on  him:  “We  were  pained  and  horified  this  A.  M.  to  learn  that  Judge 
George  W.  Silvertooth  of  Hickman  County  was  killed  Thursday  by  a  train 
of  cars  on  the  Mississippi  Central  Road,  near  Clinton.  .  .  .”  George  W. 
and  Mary  Ann  McFadden  Silvertooth  were  the  parents  of  six  children — 
Mary  Ann,  George  Ann,  Jacob,  Susan  A.,  Ralph  McFadden,  and  Edward 
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Crossland  Silvertooth.  George  Ann  Silvertooth  married  James  C.  Moore 
in  Hickman  County,  Kentucky,  December  23,  1858,  and  became  the 
paternal  grandmother  of  Mary  Addie  Moore  McCullen,  of  Amory,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  who  has  been  responsible  for  most  of  the  research  on  the 
Silvertooth  family.  Mrs.  McCullen’s  father  was  Vaughan  McFadden 
Moore,  who  was  born  in  Clinton,  Kentucky,  September  3,  1864,  and  was 
killed  while  on  a  visit  there  on  September  10,  1906.  On  August  14,  1898, 
he  married  Frances  Yewell  Tschudi,  who  was  born  in  Aberdeen,  Mis¬ 
sissippi,  June  17,  1876,  and  died  August  13,  1956,  in  Amory,  Mississippi, 
where  both  are  buried.  Their  only  other  child  was  Frances  Yewell  Moore, 
who  married  Holman  Elliott  Barnett.  Mary  Addie  Moore  was  born  in 
Amory,  Mississippi,  December  11,  1899,  and  was  living  there  in  1962.  On 
August  8,  1921,  she  married  Ira  Burdine  McCullen,  who  was  born 
January  11,  1894,  and  died  in  Amory,  Mississippi,  August  25,  1955.  Two 
children  were  born  to  this  union — Ira  Burdine  McCullen,  Jr.,  who  married 
Faith  E.  Palmerlee,  and  Joe  Moore  McCullen,  who  married  Margie 
Rebecca  Hodges.  By  1962  Ira  Burdine  McCullen,  Jr.,  was  the  father  of 
four  children — Faith  Palmerlee,  Mary  Ann,  Ira  Burdine  III,  and  Amy 
Brown;  and  Joe  Moore  McCullen  was  the  father  of  Brian  Hodges 
McCullen. 

5.  Mariah  P.  Silvertooth,  according  to  the  1850  Census  Report  for 
Greene  County,  Alabama,  was  born  about  1816.  On  September  29,  1843, 
license  was  issued  for  her  marriage  to  Tilman  P.  Brasfield  ( Greene  County, 
Alabama,  Marriage  Book  B,  p.  325).  The  license  was  not  returned,  how¬ 
ever,  until  January  1,  1844,  the  date  on  which  the  marriage  took  place, 
according  to  the  Bible  record  of  Ann  Maria  McFadden  Fagan,  daughter 
of  Candour  II  and  Manerva  Caroline  Silvertooth  McFadden.  Apparently 
Mariah  P.  Silvertooth  Brasfield  became  a  widow  before  October  18,  1862, 
when  she  was  licensed  to  marry  Edward  H.  Dennis  ( Greene  County 
Marriage  Book  C-l ,  p.  339)  with  whom  she  entered  a  separation  agree¬ 
ment  on  February  17,  1863.  George  W.  Silvertooth  and  V.  G.  Snedecor 
were  listed  as  “next  friends”  ( Greene  County,  Alabama,  Deed  Book  V, 

p.  881). 

John  Silvertooth  ( ca .  1777-1860 ) 

John  Silvertooth  appears  to  have  been  the  first  son,  if  not  the  first 
child,  of  his  father,  George  Silvertooth  the  Revolutionary  soldier.  If  the 
1860  Census  Report  for  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  is  accepted  as  authen¬ 
tic,  John  Silvertooth  was  born  in  Kentucky  about  1777;  but  the  area  in 
which  he  was  born  was  then  a  part  of  Kentucky  County,  Virginia.  There  is 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  eighty-three-year-old  John  Silvertooth  of 
Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  in  1860  was  he  who  was  on  the  Tax  List  of 
Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  in  1800.  Earlier,  on  April  10,  1799,  he  had 
purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  the  estate  of  Henry  Swank  ( Mercer  County 
Deed  Book  4,  p.  26).  He  is  reported  to  have  owned  land  also  in  Cumber¬ 
land  County,  Kentucky,  in  1800.  By  1803  he  had  purchased  from  his 
sisters  Polly  Hart  and  Nancy  Tolly  their  shares  in  their  father’s  estate 
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{Mercer  County  Will  Book  3,  p.  94).  Meanwhile,  in  1801  John  Silvertooth 
had  received  an  appointment  as  Ensign  in  the  Forty-third  Regiment  of 
Cornstalk  Militia  of  Kentucky. 

Although  records  of  the  marriages  of  four  of  his  brothers  and  sisters 
are  found  in  Mercer  County,  none  has  been  found  for  John  Silvertooth.  A 
family  tradition  may  have  a  bearing  on  his  marriage.  According  to  this 
tradition  reported  by  one  of  his  descendants,  Mrs.  Connie  Wanslow  Gray, 
John  Silvertooth’s  children  had  a  half-brother  Thomas  H.  Shaw  whose 
tombstone  inscription  in  the  Pioneer  Cemetery  near  Lynchburg,  Tennessee, 
gives  his  birth  and  death  dates  as  1797-1871.  Although  no  family  or  public 
record  has  been  found  to  prove  or  disprove  this  tradition,  there  is  evidence 
of  a  close  relationship  between  Thomas  H.  Shaw  and  the  Silvertooth  family. 
On  December  2,  1812,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  Thomas  H.  Shaw  was  a  witness 
to  the  signatures  of  Peter  Tipps  and  wife  Sarah  in  a  deed  to  John  Silver¬ 
tooth  as  reported  earlier  ( Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  Deed  Book  G-l, 
pp.  259-260).  Although  it  may  have  been  due  to  reasons  other  than  blood 
relationship,  it  is  nevertheless  significant  that  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt, 
granddaughter  of  John  Silvertooth  and  wife  of  James  Lafayette  Holt, 
named  one  of  her  sons  Thomas  Shaw  Holt  (No.  6,  James  Lafayette  Holt 
section,  Chapter  X).  If  Thomas  H.  Shaw  really  was  John  Silvertooth’s 
step-son,  then  John  Silvertooth  must  have  married  the  widow  Shaw  at  a 
date  not  earlier  than  1797,  probably  a  year  later. 

Since  John  Silvertooth’s  household  is  not  listed  in  the  1810  Census 
Report  for  Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  it  may  be  assumed  that  he  and  the 
other  Silvertooths  had  already  migrated  to  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  by 
that  time.  The  1810  Census  Report  for  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  of 
course,  is  not  available  for  proof  that  they  had  already  arrived.  At  any  rate, 
John  Silvertooth  was  already  a  resident  of  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  on 
December  2,  1812,  when  as  indicated  earlier,  he  purchased  land  in  Mercer 
County,  Kentucky,  from  his  sister  Sarah  and  her  husband  Peter  Tipps 
( Lincoln  County  Deed  Book  G-l,  pp.  259-260).  Three  weeks  later,  on 
December  22,  1812,  while  on  a  trip  back  to  Mercer  County,  Kentucky,  he 
sold  to  William  Hale  of  that  county  and  state  224  acres  of  land  “on  the 
waters  of  Chaplin  Fork”  in  Mercer  County.  This  acreage  included  his 
share  of  his  father’s  estate  as  well  as  the  shares  which  he  had  purchased 
from  his  sisters  Polly  Hart,  Nancy  Tolly,  and  Sarah  Tipps  ( Mercer  County 
Deed  Book  8,  p.  465). 

John  Silvertooth’s  name  is  found  in  a  number  of  public  records  of 
Lincoln  County  prior  to  1820,  when  his  household  was  included  in  the 
census  report  for  that  county;  and  his  name  was  listed  in  each  succeeding 
census  report  through  1860,  the  year  of  his  death.  The  combined  data  of 
these  five  census  reports  indicate  that  he  may  have  been  the  father  of  at 
least  ten  children  and  that  his  wife  was  included  in  each  census  report  prior 
to  1850,  when  he  appears  to  have  been  a  widower. 

No  date  appeared  on  John  Silvertooth’s  will;  but  it  was  proved  before 
the  Lincoln  County  Court  on  the  First  Monday  in  December,  1860,  and 
recorded  as  follows  {Will  Book  2,  p.  325): 
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After  hours,  days,  weeks,  and  years  of  mature  reflection  I  have  come  to  the 
following  resolution  as  to  the  distribution  of  my  property.  Item  1st.  I  donate  to 
Annie  P.  Davis  Eight  hundred  dollars.  Item  2nd.  I  donate  Mehaly  Laws  Seven 
hundred  dollars. 

Item  3rd.  I  donate  to  Francis  Laws  Seven  hundred  dollars. 

Item  4th.  I  donate  to  James  Blackledge  Seven  hundred  dollars. 

Item  5. — I  donate  to  John  W.  Blackledge  Seven  hundred  dollars. 

Item  6. — I  donate  to  George  Blackledge  Seven  hundred  dollars. 

Item  7. — I  donate  to  John  W.  Silvertooth  Seven  hundred  dollars. 

Item  8. — I  donate  to  George  Silvertooth  Seven  hundred  dollars. 

Item  9. — I  donate  to  Giles  Rainey  Five  hundred  dollars  without  Defalcation. 
Item  10th.  I  donate  the  remainder,  if  any,  to  Mariah  Blackledge  and  John  A. 
Silvertooth  equally  in  all  cases  when  if  any  of  the  above  mentioned  heirs  should 
die  without  issue  the  donation  shall  fall  to  the  remainder  of  above  mentioned 
heirs  to  be  distributed  equally.  I  nominate  B.  W.  Berry,  William  Tolly  &  John  A. 
Silvertooth  to  be  my  executors.  In  testimony  whereof  I  set  my  hand  and  seal.  I 
also  authorize  my  executors  to  sell  my  land  on  a  credit  of  one,  two,  and  three 
years,  they  dividing  it  or  sell  all  together  as  they  think  best, 

A.  W.  Parks  John  Silvertooth  (Seal) 

Z.  Motlow 
David  Roughton 
E.  W.  Womack 

It  is  assumed  that  John  Silvertooth  had  died  a  short  time  before  his 
will  was  proved.  As  only  three  of  his  children — Annie  P.  Davis,  Mariah 
Blackledge,  and  John  A.  Silvertooth — were  named  in  his  will,  it  is 
assumed  that  he  had  survived  the  others.  There  is  no  certainty  of  this,  but 
no  evidence  has  been  found  that  any  of  the  others  were  living  in  1860.  The 
seven  heirs  receiving  $700  each  apparently  were  grandchildren.  Mahala 
(Mahaly)  Laws  was  the  daughter  of  Cynthia  Silvertooth,  who  married 
Spencer  Nesbit  Laws.  Francis  Laws  possibly  was  Mahala’s  brother.  It  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  three  Blackledge  boys  were  Mariah’s  sons. 
John  W.  and  George  Silvertooth  probably  were  the  sons  of  one  of  John 
Silvertooth’s  sons  whose  name  has  not  been  determined.  Giles  Rainey,  who 
received  a  smaller  “donation,”  apparently  was  the  son  of  Ruth  Rainey  who 
was  living  in  John  Silvertooth’s  home  in  1850  but  not  in  1860.  The  rela¬ 
tionship,  if  any,  has  not  been  determined;  but  her  birth,  indicated  by  the 
Census  Report  of  1850  as  having  been  in  North  Carolina  about  1819, 
practically  eliminates  her  as  a  daughter.  No  other  record  has  been  found 
on  the  Blackledge  and  Silvertooth  grandsons  named  in  the  will. 

From  such  records  as  are  available,  from  traditions  which  have  not 
been  found  to  be  in  conflict  with  available  records,  and  through  conjectures 
based  upon  a  combination  of  records  and  traditions,  the  following  are 
designated  as  John  Silvertooth’s  children  and  are  sketched  below:  a  son 
who  apparently  was  born  about  1806  or  earlier  and  who  died  between 
1820  and  1830;  James  P.  Silvertooth;  Mariah  Silvertooth,  who  married  a 
Blackledge;  Cynthia  Silvertooth,  who  married  Spencer  Nesbit  Laws;  Annie 
Porter  Silvertooth,  who  married  Felix  T.  Davis;  and  John  Addison  Silver¬ 
tooth,  who  became  the  first  Trustee  of  Moore  County,  Tennessee. 

1.  The  unidentified  son  included  in  John  Silvertooth’s  household  as 
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age  18-26  in  the  1820  Census  Report  for  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee, 
probably  was  named  George;  and  his  widow  probably  was  the  Polly  Silver- 
tooth  whose  household  in  the  1830  Census  Report  for  Lincoln  County  in¬ 
cluded  two  boys  under  five,  one  girl  under  five,  and  one  girl  between  five 
and  ten.  The  two  boys  in  Polly  Silvertooth’s  household  in  1830  probably 
were  the  John  W.  and  George  Silvertooth  who  were  “donated”  $700  each 
in  John  Silvertooth’s  will  in  1860.  They  also  probably  were  the  two  males, 
age  15-20,  living  in  their  grandfather’s  home  in  1840.  Their  residence  in 
1850  or  later  has  not  been  determined.  A  John  W.  Silvertooth,  age  18, 
living  in  the  home  of  William  Tolly  in  Moore  County,  Tennessee,  in  1880, 
might  well  have  been  a  son  of  either  John  W.  or  George  Silvertooth. 

2.  James  P.  Silvertooth,  whose  birth  according  to  the  1850  Census 
Report  of  Lauderdale  County,  Tennessee,  occurred  in  Kentucky  about 
1808,  probably  was  the  male,  age  16-18,  included  in  the  1820  Census 
Report  for  John  Silvertooth’s  household  in  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee.  A 
suitable  listing  for  him  in  1830  has  not  been  found;  but  he  is  listed  as 
head  of  a  household  in  Lauderdale  County,  Tennessee,  in  1840  as  well  as 
in  1850.  His  wife’s  name  was  Rachel.  They  probably  married  about  1830, 
since  they  had  a  son  nineteen  years  of  age  in  1850.  The  1850  Census 
Report  indicates  that  there  were  at  least  four  other  children.  Both  parents 
appear  to  have  died  by  1860.  One  of  the  children,  Rachel,  listed  as  age 
four  in  the  1850  Census,  may  have  been  the  Rachel  Silvertooth,  listed  as 
a  boarder,  age  10,  in  the  home  of  James  L.  and  Emaline  Bedford  in 
Lincoln  County  in  1860.  A  son,  James,  listed  as  age  four  in  the  1850 
Census  Report,  probably  was  the  “James  Davis,”  14,  listed  in  the  home  of 
his  uncle  and  aunt,  Felix  T.  and  Annie  P.  Silvertooth  Davis,  in  the  1860 
Census  Report  for  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County,  Tennes¬ 
see,  and  probably  was  the  James  H.  Silvertooth  listed  in  the  same  district 
in  the  1870  Report  and  in  Moore  County  in  the  1880  Report.  He  probably 
was  the  James  Silvertooth  who  was  Town  Marshal  in  Lynchburg  soon 
after  the  establishment  of  Moore  County  in  1871.  He  is  buried  in  the  Smith 
Chapel  Cemetery  in  Moore  County,  where  his  tombstone  inscription  gives 
his  birth  and  death  dates  as  February  3,  1846,  and  April  11,  1902. 
James  H.  Silvertooth  is  an  ancestor  of  Silvertooths  living  in  Coffee  County, 
Tennessee,  and  elsewhere.  Nancy  Silvertooth,  listed  as  age  two  in  the  home 
of  James  P.  and  Rachel  Silvertooth  in  the  1850  Census  Report  for 
Lauderdale  County,  may  have  been  the  Nancy  Silvertooth  who  married 
John  V.  Wright  Davis,  son  of  Baliss  Davis,  in  Bedford  County  on  Septem¬ 
ber  14,  1879.  She  may  also  have  been  identical  with  the  “Sallie  Davis,” 
age  12,  living  in  the  home  of  Felix  T.  and  Annie  P.  Silvertooth  Davis, 
uncle  and  aunt  of  both  Nancy  Silvertooth  and  John  V.  Wright  Davis,  in 
1860. 

3.  Mariah  Silvertooth  was  born  about  1811,  according  to  the  1880 
Census  Report  of  Moore  County,  Tennessee,  in  which  she  is  listed  in  the 
household  of  her  brother  John  A.  Silvertooth,  then  trustee  of  Moore 
County.  It  is  assumed  that  she  was  the  girl  in  John  Silvertooth’s  household 
who  was  age  10-16  in  1820  and  20-30  in  1830.  Her  father’s  will  and  the 
1880  Census  Report  indicate  that  she  married  on  an  unrecorded  date  a 
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man  by  the  name  of  Blackledge.  It  is  assumed  that  her  husband  was  S.  W. 
Blackledge  and  that  she  married  him  about  1830,  since  the  1840  Census 
Report  carries  his  household  with  listings  reasonably  compatible  for  such 
a  family  on  the  same  page  as  that  for  John  Silvertooth.  Mariah  Silver- 
tooth  Blackledge’s  father  named  in  his  will  James,  John  W.,  and  George 
Blackledge,  who  are  assumed  to  have  been  her  sons.  Since  the  name 
Blackledge  is  not  found  in  the  1850  Census  Report  for  the  area  of  Lincoln 
County  in  which  they  were  living  in  1840,  it  is  assumed  that  the  family 
moved  away  and  that  by  1880  Mariah  had  become  a  widow  and  had 
returned  to  live  with  her  brother  who  had  become  a  widower  on  March  3 
of  that  year. 

4.  Cynthia  Silvertooth’s  name  has  not  been  found  in  any  public 
record;  but  a  descendant,  Mrs.  Bennie  Bell  Roberts  Lyle  of  Ft.  Stockton, 
Texas,  has  reported  that  Cynthia  Silvertooth  married  Spencer  Nesbit  Laws 
by  whom  she  had  one  daughter,  Mahala  Laws,  who  married  Rufus 
Hamilton  Crawford.  This  report  is  consistent  with  the  1850  Census  Report 
for  Lincoln  County  which  lists  in  the  home  of  “Neasbit”  Laws  a  daughter, 
Mahala  C.  Laws,  age  12,  and  his  wife  Leotha  (or  Sciotha),  age  20,  thus 
indicating  a  previous  marriage  for  Spencer  Nesbit  Laws  before  1838. 
Marriage  records  for  Lincoln  County  begin  with  the  year  1838.  There  is 
record  of  Spencer  N.  Laws’  marriage  to  Leotha  (or  Sciotha)  Westerman 
between  October  17  and  November  17,  1846.  Mrs.  Lyle  has  reported 
that  both  the  Laws  and  Crawfords  settled  in  Texas  in  1867.  In  his  will 
John  Silvertooth  named  Francis  Laws  for  a  $700  bequest  immediately 
following  that  for  his  granddaughter  “Mahaly”  Laws.  No  other  record  on 
Francis  Laws  has  been  found.  It  is  not  known  whether  he  was  a  younger 
brother  of  Mahala  or  a  first  cousin,  the  son  of  another  Silvertooth  girl  who 
may  have  married  a  Laws. 

5.  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth,  according  to  her  tombstone  inscription 
in  the  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery  in  Moore  County,  Tennessee,  was  born 
February  2,  1817,  and  lived  until  February  28,  1900.  She  probably  was 
the  last  survivor  of  John  Silvertooth’s  children.  Since  her  middle  name, 
Porter,  was  carried  through  five  generations  of  Silvertooth  descendants,  it 
must  have  had  significance.  Perhaps  her  mother  was  a  Porter  before 
marriage — possibly  Annie  Porter.  On  an  unrecorded  date,  about  1835, 
Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  married  Felix  T.  Davis,  son  of  McLin  and  Matilda 
Greenwell  Davis.  It  was  this  union  with  the  one  resulting  child,  Matilda 
Angeline  Davis,  which  made  the  Silvertooth  and  Davis  families  a  part  of 
the  writer’s  genealogy.  The  story  of  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  and  her 
husband  is  presented  more  fully  later  in  this  chapter  in  the  section  Felix  T. 
Davis.  Their  only  daughter,  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt,  is  sketched  in 
the  James  Lafayette  Holt  section  of  Chapter  X. 

6.  John  Addison  Silvertooth,  according  to  his  tombstone  inscription 
in  the  Lynchburg  Cemetery,  was  born  March  19,  1818,  and  died  Janu¬ 
ary  13,  1892.  He  appears  to  have  been  his  father’s  only  son  who  was  living 
in  Moore  County  at  the  time  of  its  establishment  in  1871.  Indeed  he  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  the  only  son  living  in  1860,  when  his  father  died.  He 
was  Moore  County’s  first  Trustee  and  held  that  office  from  1872  to  1882. 
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He  married  three  times  and  has  been  reported  to  have  been  the  father  of 
eight  children  by  each  of  his  first  two  wives;  but  his  Bible  record  lists  only 
seven  children  born  to  the  first  marriage.  Birth  dates  and  names  of  fourteen 
children  are  contained  in  this  Bible  record  with  the  birth  date  also  for  an 
unnamed  infant  boy.  On  March  24,  1842,  according  to  the  Bible  record, 
confirmed  by  courthouse  record  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages  1838-1860, 
p.  63),  John  Addison  Silvertooth  married  Mahala  L.  D.  Gibson,  who  was 
born  December  16,  1814,  and  died  February  24,  1856.  From  the  Bible 
record,  from  courthouse  records,  and  from  other  sources  which  have 
appeared  reliable,  information  has  been  obtained  for  the  following  sketches 
on  each  of  the  children  born  to  this  union. 

John  Harbison  Silvertooth  was  born  January  29,  1843,  and  was  killed 
while  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States  Army. 

Mariah  F.  Silvertooth  was  born  September  20,  1844.  She  is  reported 
to  have  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Robertson  and  to  have  moved  to 
Texas  with  him. 

Anna  Porter  Silvertooth  was  born  April  26,  1846,  and  died  Septem¬ 
ber  30,  1868. 

Susan  Amanda  Silvertooth  was  born  August  18,  1848.  She  is  reported 
to  have  married  Jim  (“Tinker”)  Brown  and  to  have  had  four  daughters 
and  one  son. 

George  T.  Silvertooth  was  born  October  20,  1850.  He  married  twice 
and  is  reported  to  have  been  the  father  of  four  children  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas. 

Avarilla  A.  Silvertooth  was  born  July  27,  1852.  She  is  reported  to  have 
married  Joe  Johnson  but  had  no  children. 

Rachel  M.  E.  Katie  Silvertooth  was  born  March  29,  1854.  She  married 
James  W.  (Bud)  Huffman  on  December  18,  1873.  Three  sons  and  one 
daughter  are  reported  to  have  been  born  to  them. 

On  February  17,  1857,  John  A.  Silvertooth  married  2)  Marilda  E. 
Cox  ( Lincoln  County  Marriages  1838-1860,  p.  317).  According  to  her 
tombstone  inscription  in  the  Lynchburg  Cemetery,  she  was  born  May  29, 
1837,  and  died  March  3,  1880.  Children  of  this  marriage  are  presented  in 
the  sketches  which  follow. 

James  S.  R.  Silvertooth  was  born  December  21,  1857,  and  died  Janu¬ 
ary  23,  1917,  according  to  his  tombstone  inscription  in  the  Lynchburg 
Cemetery.  In  1 866  he  married  1 )  Mary  Eglantine  Boyers  who  was  born 
in  1853,  died  November  8,  1893,  and  was  buried  in  Lynchburg  Cemetery. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  two  girls — Frankie  Silvertooth,  who  married 
Richard  E.  Hinkle,  and  Betty,  who  married  1 )  Rhoton  Waggoner  and 
2)  J.  L.  Mooty.  Joyce  Hinkle,  daughter  of  Richard  and  Frankie  Silver¬ 
tooth  Hinkle,  married  Fred  Price.  It  is  she  who  provided  the  writer  with  a 
copy  of  the  Silvertooth  Bible  record.  James  S.  R.  Silvertooth  married 
2)  Vinia  Price  who  had  been  married  previously  to  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Ward.  To  this  second  union  for  both  were  born  two  daughters — Hazel, 
who  married  John  Baxter,  and  Catherine,  who  married  Clarence  Little. 
James  S.  R.  Silvertooth  and  his  second  wife  are  buried  in  the  Lynchburg 
Cemetery. 
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Felix  W.  T.  Silvertooth  was  born  July  7,  1859.  He  was  a  saloon  keeper 
in  Oregon  where  he  married  and  became  the  father  of  at  least  two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  The  daughter,  “Chattie,”  was  unmarried  and  working  at 
the  courthouse  in  Portland,  Oregon,  in  1931,  according  to  a  report  by  her 
cousin  Vaughn  John  (Jack)  Silvertooth,  who  visited  relatives  in  that  area 
that  year. 

Thomas  Harbison  Simon  Silvertooth,  known  in  adult  life  as  “Harb,” 
was  born  May  26,  1861.  He  married  Josie  Hines.  At  one  time  he  operated 
a  “hack”  between  Lynchburg  and  Shelbyville,  providing  transportation  for 
passengers  and  packages  between  the  two  county  seats.  Harb  Silvertooth, 
who  was  buried  at  Lynchburg,  was  the  father  of  seven  children  who  grew 
to  maturity — Quarrels  Clarence,  Milton,  Jewel,  Noble  William,  Vaughn 
John,  Ruby,  and  Freda.  Vaughn  John  Silvertooth,  known  by  the  name  of 
Jack,  made  two  visits  to  Oregon  to  see  his  Silvertooth  relatives  and  has 
furnished  most  of  the  information  on  them  and  his  own  father’s  family. 

Nancy  Elizabeth  Silvertooth  was  born  January  22,  1863.  She  married 
1)  Benjamin  Hinkle,  2)  Rhoton  Wanslow,  and  3)  Marion  Tucker.  To  the 
first  marriage  were  born  two  sons  and  a  daughter,  and  to  the  second  mar¬ 
riage  was  one  daughter,  Connie  Wanslow,  who  married  Roy  Gray  and  who 
has  provided  considerable  information  on  the  Silvertooth  family. 

Ella  Woody  Silvertooth  was  born  July  11,  1865,  and  died  October  16 
of  the  same  year. 

Walter  Riles  Silvertooth  was  born  May  8,  1867,  married  in  Oregon 
late  in  life,  and  had  no  children.  His  nephew  Vaughn  Silvertooth,  who 
visited  him  twice,  had  the  following  to  say  about  his  uncle:  “He  was  buried 
in  Prairie  City,  Oregon.  His  wife’s  name  was  Louise,  who  didn’t  live  too 
long  after  they  married.  Uncle  Walter  worked  in  Uncle  Felix’s  saloon, 
traded,  worked  in  or  maybe  owned  a  drug  store,  and  finally  staked  out  a 
gold  claim  called  The  Lady  Bug,’  where  we  lived  when  I  was  there  from 
May  30,  1930,  to  February  or  March,  1931.  He  died  there  a  few  years 
later.” 

John  A.  H.  Silvertooth  was  born  December  2,  1870,  and  died  Novem¬ 
ber  4,  1873. 

An  unnamed  son  was  born  to  John  A.  Silvertooth’s  second  wife  on 
July  4,  1873.  The  child  died  three  days  after  birth. 

When  the  Census  of  1880  was  taken  in  Moore  County,  John  A. 
Silvertooth  was  a  widower;  but  on  March  10,  1881,  he  married  3)  Mrs. 
Amelia  (Millie)  Price,  widow  of  James  Price.  She  was  an  older  sister  of 
Mary  E.  Boyers,  first  wife  of  John  A.  Silvertooth’s  son  James  S.  R.  Silver¬ 
tooth.  The  two  sisters  who  had  married  father  and  son  in  the  Silvertooth 
family  were  daughters  of  John  and  Mary  Shoffner  Boyer.  Amelia  (Millie) 
Boyer  Silvertooth  was  born  February  21,  1842,  and  died  December  3, 
1909.  She  is  buried  near  the  graves  of  John  A.  Silvertooth  and  his  second 
wife.  An  interesting  fact  in  her  will  was  the  bequest  of  her  property  to  her 
two  nieces  Bessie  (Betty)  and  Frankie  Silvertooth,  who  were  her  deceased 
second  husband’s  granddaughters  ( Moore  County  Will  Book  No.  1, 
p.  170). 

John  Addison  Silvertooth  and  his  children  having  been  presented, 


257 


McLin  Davis  I  (ca.  1780-ca.  1855) 

attention  is  now  returned  to  the  other  children  of  his  father,  John  Silver- 
tooth  the  pioneer  of  the  Lynchburg  Community.  There  is  abundant  evi¬ 
dence,  but  none  indisputable,  that  John  Silvertooth  was  the  father  of 
more  than  the  six  which  have  been  sketched.  Such  evidence  as  has  come  to 
the  attention  of  the  writer  is  herewith  presented  in  the  hopes  that  some 
reader  may  be  able  to  discover  other  records  or  traditions  which  may  lead 
to  the  identification  of  some  of  these  yet  unidentified  children. 

The  mothers  of  Alice  Eaton  and  Fannie  Burrow,  listed  as  nieces  in 
the  home  of  John  Silvertooth’s  son  John  A.  Silvertooth  in  the  1880  Census 
Report,  may  well  have  been  John  Silvertooth’s  daughters.  In  1961  relatives 
were  able  to  recall  the  names  of  these  two  girls  but  have  been  unable  to 
establish  their  relationship  with  the  family.  There  is  some  doubt  that  there 
actually  was  a  relationship. 

Ruth  Rainey  (Raney)  who  with  her  three  children  was  living  in  John 
Silvertooth’s  home  in  1850,  according  to  the  Census  Report  of  that  year  for 
Lincoln  County,  Tennessee,  and  whose  son  Giles  received  a  $500  bequest 
from  John  Silvertooth’s  will,  appears  to  have  been  a  granddaughter  or  a 
niece;  but  she  cannot  be  discounted  completely  as  a  daughter  until  other 
facts  are  known. 

Francis  Laws,  named  in  John  Silvertooth’s  will,  may  not  have  been 
the  son  of  Cynthia  Silvertooth  who  married  Spencer  Nesbit  Laws.  Instead, 
his  mother  may  have  been  another  of  John  Silvertooth’s  daughters  who 
married  another  man  by  the  name  of  Laws.  Moreover,  Francis  Laws 
may  have  been  a  girl,  for  the  distinction  between  Francis  and  Frances  was 
not  always  clearly  made  in  public  records  in  those  days. 

The  Silvertooth  name,  so  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  Lynchburg 
area  both  before  and  soon  after  the  formation  of  Moore  County,  was  still 
remembered  by  older  citizens  in  1961;  but  no  one  by  that  name  lived 
within  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  original  Silvertooth  land  in  the  area 
just  south-west  of  Lynchburg  where  the  Silvertooth  Cave  constitutes  a 
landmark  which  may  cause  the  name  to  be  preserved  for  many  more 
years.  The  only  Silvertooth  with  a  Lynchburg  address  in  1961  was  Vaughn 
John  (Jack)  Silvertooth,  named  earlier  as  one  of  the  writer’s  informants 
on  Silvertooth  history.  His  residence,  however,  is  understood  to  have  been 
in  Franklin  County. 

In  the  writer’s  own  genealogy,  as  has  been  indicated  earlier,  the  name 
Silvertooth  ended  in  the  marriage  of  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth,  daughter  of 
the  pioneer  John  Silvertooth,  to  Felix  T.  Davis,  whose  father  is  the  subject 
of  the  section  which  follows. 


McLin  Davis  1  (ca.  1780-ca.  1855 ) 

The  earliest  definitely  established  ancestor  of  Felix  T.  Davis  was  his 
father,  McLin  Davis  I.  In  the  sketches  on  Ewin  L.  Davis  and  Norman  H. 
Davis,  two  of  McLin  Davis  I’s  distinguished  great-grandsons,  The  Com¬ 
pendium  of  American  Genealogy — The  Standard  Genealogical  Encyclo¬ 
pedia  of  the  First  Families  of  America,  Vol.  VII,  pp.  539-540,  Snead 
Davis,  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  is  listed  as  McLin  Davis  I’s  father.  Ewin  L. 
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Davis  Family  Records,  a  typed  book  on  file  in  the  State  Library,  in  Nash¬ 
ville,  and  in  the  library  of  the  University  of  Tennessee,  in  Knoxville, 
contains  no  reference  to  Snead  Davis.  According  to  J.  Windsor  Davis,  son 
of  Ewin  L.  Davis,  deceased,  his  father  never  discovered  sufficient  verifica¬ 
tion  for  including  Snead  Davis  among  his  ancestors.  Ewin  L.  Davis  appears 
to  have  surpassed  all  his  relatives  in  his  efforts  to  gather  and  record  in¬ 
formation  on  the  Davis  family.  The  source  of  his  information  is  not  always 
given,  and  much  of  it  is  without  verification;  but  J.  Windsor  Davis  indi¬ 
cates  that  his  father  did  considerable  research  before  making  his  reports 
available  to  the  public  through  the  above  named  libraries.  In  this  chapter 
the  writer  has  usually  accepted  Ewin  L.  Davis’s  reports  wherever  they  are 
not  in  conflict  with  available  records. 

Ewin  L.  Davis  has  reported  that  McLin  Davis  I  was  born  about  1760 
in  Virginia  or  North  Carolina,  served  in  the  Revolution,  married  Matilda 
Greenwell  about  1810  in  Kentucky  where  their  first  four  children  were 
born,  moved  to  Maury  County,  Tennessee,  about  1820,  married  Peggy 
Balch  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  about  1828,  and  died  in  Wayne 
County,  Tennessee,  about  1855.  Although  he  has  found  no  verification  in 
any  available  records,  the  writer  accepts  as  reasonable  the  names  of  McLin 
Davis  I’s  two  wives  and  the  estimated  dates  of  the  two  marriages.  The  year 
1760  for  his  birth,  however,  is  inconsistent  with  census  reports.  McLin 
Davis  I  was  listed  in  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County  in  the 
Census  Reports  of  1830  and  1840.  His  inclusion  in  the  50-60  age  group 
for  both  reports  is  good  indication  that  his  birth  occurred  about  1780  and 
precludes  him  from  military  service  during  the  Revolution. 

Most  unfortunately  McLin  Davis  I  has  not  been  found  in  the  Census 
Report  of  1850,  the  first  United  States  Census  Report  to  provide  the  names 
of  all  members  of  a  household  with  their  ages  and  their  native  states.  In 
1850  three  of  his  sons — Felix  T.,  Freeman,  and  George  Marion — were 
in  the  lists  for  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County,  while  three 
others — James  Ditto,  McLin  II,  and  Baliss — were  fisted  in  Lewis  County, 
Tennessee,  the  first  two  in  the  Fifth  District  and  Baliss  in  the  Seventh. 
McLin  Davis  I’s  omission  from  the  1850  Census  Report  was  probably  due 
to  his  change  of  residence  while  the  reports  were  being  made.  In  Lewis 
County  the  census  was  taken  in  August  of  1850,  about  a  month  before 
McLin  Davis  I  sold  land  in  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County, 
where  the  census  was  taken  late  in  October.  The  date  of  the  deed  was 
September  26,  1850,  and  McLin  Davis’s  mark  was  witnessed  by  two  Bed¬ 
ford  County  neighbors,  Hezekiah  and  G.  W.  Ray. 

The  Census  Reports  of  1880,  which  give  the  native  state  of  parents, 
are  contradictory  with  respect  to  McLin  I  and  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis. 
In  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County  McLin  Davis  II  gave 
North  Carolina  as  the  native  state  of  both  of  his  parents,  while  in  Moore 
County  Freeman  Davis  gave  Tennessee  for  both  parents.  As  Tennessee 
had  not  even  been  organized  as  a  territory  in  1780,  both  reports  might  be 
considered  correct,  provided  McLin  I  and  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis  were 
born  in  that  part  of  North  Carolina  which  later  became  Tennessee.  Avail¬ 
able  records  are  not  definite  or  clear  about  the  place  of  McLin  Davis  I’s 
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first  marriage  or  residence  at  the  time  of  the  birth  of  his  first  child,  Felix’ T. 
Davis.  While  Census  Reports  (Lewis  County,  Tennessee,  1850)  indicate 
that  James  Ditto  and  Baliss  Davis  were  born  in  Kentucky,  most  census 
reports  place  the  birth  of  Felix  T.  Davis  in  Tennessee,  as  will  be  pointed 
out  in  a  later  section  of  this  chapter  which  bears  his  name.  The  1790  Cen¬ 
sus  Report  is  abundant  with  Davis  families  in  North  Carolina.  If  the 
Greenwell  family  likewise  had  been  listed  in  that  state,  an  excellent  case 
could  be  made  for  the  claim  that  both  McLin  and  Matilda  Greenwell 
Davis  were  born  in  North  Carolina,  married  either  in  North  Carolina  or 
Tennessee,  came  to  Tennessee  by  the  time  of  the  birth  of  their  first  child, 
moved  to  Kentucky  where  two  of  their  children  were  born,  and  then  re¬ 
turned  to  Tennessee  between  1819  and  1823.  The  fact  that  the  only  con¬ 
temporary  records  of  the  Greenwells  are  found  in  the  1800  Tax  Lists  of 
Scott,  Washington,  and  Bullitt  Counties  of  Kentucky,  however,  lends 
credence  to  Ewin  L.  Davis’s  report  that  McLin  Davis  and  Matilda  Green¬ 
well  were  married  in  Kentucky.  Yet  inquiries  into  the  records  of  these 
counties  for  such  a  marriage  have  been  answered  in  the  negative. 

In  the  absence  of  proof  to  the  contrary,  the  writer  does  not  dispute 
Ewin  L.  Davis’s  assertion  that  McLin  Davis  I  died  in  Wayne  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  about  1855;  but  95  years  is  questioned  as  being  his  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  Census  reports  previously  referred  to  indicate  that  McLin 
Davis  I  would  have  been  about  75  in  1855.  Efforts  to  locate  courthouse 
records  to  prove  that  he  either  lived  or  died  in  Wayne  County  have  been 
unsuccessful.  The  death  of  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis  about  1827  and  of 
Peggy  Balch  Davis  after  1855  on  Blowing  Springs  on  Forty-eight  Creek  in 
Wayne  County  are  likewise  reports  for  which  Ewin  L.  Davis  offered  no 
verification.  They  probably  are  based  upon  family  traditions  and  family 
Bible  records  not  available  to  the  writer. 

McLin  Davis  Vs  Children 

From  census  reports  and  from  other  sources  of  information,  chiefly 
Ewin  L.  Davis’s  reports,  sketches  have  been  compiled  on  each  of  McLin 
Davis  I’s  eleven  children.  The  first  seven — Felix  T.,  Jane,  James  Ditto, 
Baliss,  Freeman,  McLin  II,  and  a  daughter  whose  name  is  not  known — 
were  born  to  his  first  wife,  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis;  the  next  four — George 
Francis  Marion,  Manan,  Lucinda,  and  Sarah  Rosannah — were  children  of 
his  second  wife,  Peggy  Balch  Davis. 

1.  Felix  T.  Davis,  first  child  of  McLin  and  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis, 
is  estimated  from  the  Census  Report  of  1850  to  have  been  born  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  about  1812;  but  the  state  of  his  birth  is  a  matter  of  dispute,  as  will 
be  pointed  out  in  the  next  section.  About  1835  he  married  Annie  Porter 
Silvertooth,  daughter  of  John  Silvertooth  of  Lincoln  County,  Tennessee. 
She  was  born  February  2,  1817,  and  died  February  28,  1900.  The  one 
child  born  to  this  union  was  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  who  married  James 
Lafayette  Holt.  Since  Felix  T.  and  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  Davis  are  the 
writer’s  great-great-grandparents,  their  story  is  given  additional  space  in  the 
next  section  of  this  chapter. 

2.  Jane  Davis,  second  child  of  McLin  and  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis, 
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is  presumed  to  have  been  bom  in  Kentucky  some  time  between  1812  and 
1817.  She  is  reported  by  Ewin  L.  Davis  to  have  been  very  beautiful — 
noted  for  her  beauty,  to  have  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Abbott,  and 
to  have  moved  with  him  to  Illinois,  probably  near  Golconda.  Her  brother 
Felix  is  reported  to  have  visited  her  just  before  the  Civil  War. 

3.  James  Ditto  Davis,  third  child  of  McLin  and  Matilda  Greenwell 
Davis,  is  reported  by  Ewin  L.  Davis  to  have  been  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1817,  to  have  married  Judea  (Judy)  Ray  in  1838,  and  to  have  died  in 
Texas  in  June,  1900.  Judea  Ray  was  the  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Patsy 
Jones  Ray.  She  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  about  1825,  and 
died  in  Hunt  County,  Texas,  after  1903.  The  family  was  living  in  the 
Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  in  1840;  but  by 
1842  they  apparently  had  moved  to  Missouri,  for  their  second  child  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  been  born  in  that  state.  By  1850  the  family,  then  seven  in 
number,  was  living  in  the  Fifth  District  of  Lewis  County,  Tennessee. 
After  the  Civil  War  the  family  moved  to  Texas.  According  to  Ewin  L. 
Davis’s  reports,  there  were  nine  children  in  this  family  as  follows:  John  S. 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1839,  became  a  Baptist  evangelist  in 
Texas,  and  had  a  large  family;  Mary  J.  Davis,  born  in  Missouri  in  1842; 
James  K.  Polk  Davis,  born  in  Tennessee  in  1845;  Francis  Marion  Davis, 
born  in  Tennessee  in  1846;  Nancy  C.  Davis,  born  in  Tennessee  in  1849; 
Angeline  Davis,  born  in  Tennessee  in  1851;  George  W.  Davis,  born  in  Ten¬ 
nessee  in  1855;  Lafayette  Davis,  born  in  Tennessee  in  1857;  and  Sanarch 
Davis,  born  in  Tennessee  in  1859. 

4.  Baliss,  fourth  child  of  McLin  and  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis,  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  according  to  census  reports  and  family  tradition.  He 
married  Katherine  Ray,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Patsy  Jones  Ray,  in 
Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  about  1837.  Their  tombstone  inscription  in 
the  Bomar  Cemetery  provides  their  birth  and  death  dates  as  follows: 
“Baliss  Davis,  May  20,  1819,  August  6,  1885;  Katie  Davis,  Nov.  18,  1820, 
May  19,  1885.”  Between  1840  and  1850  Baliss  Davis  and  his  family 
moved  from  Bedford  County  to  the  Seventh  District  of  Lewis  County, 
Tennessee;  but  by  1860  they  had  returned  to  the  Twenty-fourth  District 
of  Bedford  County  where  the  parents  lived  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives. 
According  to  Ewin  L.  Davis’s  reports,  there  were  nine  children  in  the  family 
as  follows:  Martha  Jane  Davis,  who  was  born  May  29,  1838,  married 
William  F.  Russell,  a  Confederate  soldier,  in  1860,  had  three  sons — 
Elijah  F.,  Emmett,  and  John  E.  Russell,  and  died  in  Wartrace,  Tennessee, 
January  22,  1923;  Francis  Marion  Davis,  who  died  when  six  weeks  old; 
Julia  Matilda  Davis,  who  was  born  in  1843  and  married  N.  Dallas  Holt; 
Hezekiah  Davis,  who  died  when  eleven  months  old;  Katherine  (Kate) 
Davis,  who  was  born  in  1848,  married  John  Pearson,  and  had  a  large 
family;  William  Harrison  (Bud)  Davis,  who  was  born  in  1850,  married 
Palina  Parks,  and  became  the  father  of  Willie,  Thomas,  Albert  H.,  Lizzie, 
and  Janie  Davis;  Louisa  Davis,  who  was  born  September  11,  1854,  married 
Moses  J.  Trimble  on  December  23,  1878,  and  died  in  Tullahoma,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  December  11,  1926,  without  having  had  any  children;  John  V. 
Wright  Davis,  who  was  born  April  12,  1856,  and  died  in  Tullahoma  after 
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having  been  married  to  1)  Nancy  Silvertooth  and  2)  Mary  Florence  Han¬ 
nah;  and  James  Baliss  Davis,  a  Baptist  preacher,  who  married  Letitia 
Anthony  and  became  the  father  of  Orris  Ewin  Davis,  who  was  born  De¬ 
cember  24,  1883,  and  married  Nellie  Long. 

Emmett  Russell,  named  above  as  the  son  of  William  F.  and  Martha 
Jane  Davis  Russell,  was  born  November  26,  1870.  He  married  1)  a  Miss 
Farris  by  whom  he  had  no  children  and  2)  Bertha  Townes  on  April  25, 
1895,  by  whom  he  had  three  children,  including  Martha  Davis  Russell 
who  married  1)  Joseph  C.  Clark  and  2)  Charles  W.  Akers.  John  E. 
Russell,  likewise  named  above  as  son  of  William  F.  and  Martha  Jane  Davis 
Russell,  married  Mabel  Lee  McFerrin  and  became  the  father  of  two  sons, 
John  E.  Jr.,  and  Frederick  (Fred)  McFerrin  Russell,  for  many  years  Vice 
President  and  Sports  Editor  of  the  Nashville  Banner. 

Janie  Davis,  named  above  as  the  daughter  of  William  Harrison 
(Bud)  and  Palina  Parks  Davis,  married  Charles  Ward  and  lived  in  the 
Flat  Creek,  Tennessee,  Community.  Her  brother  Albert  H.  Davis  married 
Mary  Ray  and  became  the  father  of  Nell  Davis,  who  married  William 
Clark  Hale,  Jr. 

5.  There  is  a  family  tradition,  according  to  Ewin  L.  Davis,  that  McLin 
and  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis  had  another  daughter  who  married  and 
probably  moved  to  Texas.  This  is  partially  verified  by  the  1830  Census 
Report  for  Bedford  County  which  lists  a  female  between  ten  and  fifteen 
and  another  (Jane)  between  fifteen  and  twenty  in  McLin  Davis  Fs 
household.  Allowing  for  a  slight  inaccuracy  in  the  Census  Report,  this  ad¬ 
ditional  girl  must  have  been  born  between  Baliss,  who  was  born  in  1819, 
and  Freeman,  who  was  born  between  1823  and  1825,  thus  placing  her  as 
the  fifth  child  in  the  family. 

6.  Freeman  Davis,  apparently  the  sixth  child  of  McLin  and  Matilda 
Greenwell  Davis,  is  reported  by  Ewin  L.  Davis  to  have  been  born  between 
1823  and  1825,  to  have  married  John  Duckworth’s  daughter  Anna  Jane 
about  1850,  and  to  have  died  in  Moore  County  about  1895,  surviving 
his  wife  by  about  six  years.  They  are  reported  to  have  been  buried  near 
Lynchburg,  Tennessee.  So  far  as  is  known  by  the  writer,  there  are  no  liv¬ 
ing  descendants  of  this  union.  Ewin  L.  Davis  reported,  however,  that  they 
had  four  children  as  follows:  Ben  Davis,  who  married  a  Shasteen  and  died 
in  the  1870’s;  John  Davis,  who  was  killed  and  robbed  in  September,  1906, 
without  having  married;  Louella  Davis,  who  died  many  years  before  1906 
without  having  married;  and  Jefferson  Davis,  who  also  died  many  years  be¬ 
fore  1906  without  having  married. 

7.  McLin  Davis  II,  seventh  child  of  McLin  and  Matilda  Greenwell 
Davis,  was  born  in  November,  1826,  in  Tennessee,  and  lived  most  of  his 
life  in  Bedford  County.  He  died  in  Tullahoma,  Tennessee,  May  31,  1910, 
where  he  had  lived  since  his  retirement  in  the  1880’s.  In  1846  he  married 
Martha  Jane  Ray,  the  third  daughter  of  Hezekiah  and  Patsy  Jones  Ray  to 
marry  a  son  of  McLin  Davis  I.  She  was  born  August  9,  1832,  and  died  at 
the  birth  of  a  stillborn  child  on  September  30,  1867.  McLin  II  and  Martha 
Jane  Ray  Davis  are  buried  in  the  Bomar  Cemetery,  between  Raus  and  Hill 
Top,  in  Bedford  County.  During  the  early  1850’s  they  had  lived  in  Lewis 
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County,  Tennessee,  as  had  the  families  of  McLin  II’s  brothers  Baliss  and 
James  Ditto.  Children  born  to  this  union  who  grew  to  adult  life  were  as 
follows:  Thomas  Sneed  Davis,  who  married  Telitha  Jane  Bobo  and  lived 
at  Wartrace,  Tennessee,  where  they  are  buried;  McLin  Hezekiah  Davis, 
who  married  Christine  Lee  Shofner  and  lived  in  Tullahoma  where  they  are 
buried;  Felix  Jefferson  Davis,  who  married  1)  Frances  Elizabeth  Davis 
and  2)  Lula  Williamson  Frazier;  Matilda  Caroline  Davis,  who  married 
Thomas  J.  Montgomery  of  Bell  Buckle,  Tennessee,  but  who  died  in  Palo 
Alto,  California;  Joseph  Ludwell  Davis,  named  for  a  great-uncle,  mar¬ 
ried  1)  Betty  Elizabeth  Trigg  and  2)  Eliza  Jane  Sisk,  and  practiced  medi¬ 
cine  in  Franklin  County;  and  Martha  Jane  (Janie)  Davis,  who  married 
Thomas  Milton  Hudson,  lived  in  Bedford  County,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Bomar  Cemetery,  between  Raus  and  Hill  Top.  (The  statement  that  Joseph 
Ludwell  Davis  was  named  for  a  great-uncle  was  taken  from  Ewin  L. 
Davis  Family  Records  without  any  verification.  The  identification  of 
Joseph  Ludwell  might  lead  to  other  interesting  information  about  the 
Davis  ancestry.  For  instance,  Matilda  Davis,  wife  of  McLin  Davis  I,  may 
have  been  a  Ludwell  rather  than  a  Greenwell  before  marriage.) 

McLin  Hezekiah  Davis,  second  child  of  McLin  II  and  Martha  Jane 
Ray  Davis,  was  the  father  of  Ewin  L.  Davis,  deceased,  author  of  Ewin  L. 
Davis  Family  Records  to  which  the  writer  has  made  frequent  references. 
Ewin  L.  Davis  was  Congressman  for  many  years  from  the  Fifth  Congres¬ 
sional  District  of  Tennessee,  which  at  that  time  included  his  native  Bed¬ 
ford  County  and  Coffee  County  in  which  he  resided.  Later  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  President  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  to  the  Maritime  Shipping 
Board  on  which  he  served  for  many  years  before  his  death.  So  far  as  the 
writer  has  been  able  to  determine,  Ewin  L.  Davis’s  reports  on  the  early  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Davis  family,  although  neither  complete  nor  entirely  docu¬ 
mented,  constitute  the  most  reliable  compilation  of  information  on  the 
Davises  which  is  available.  His  records  on  later  generations  of  his  closer 
relatives  appear  to  be  quite  thorough  and  accurate.  Although  the  writer 
has  found  documentary  evidence  which  compels  him  not  to  accept  com¬ 
pletely  some  of  Ewin  L.  Davis’s  sketches,  he  is  deeply  indebted  to  this  dis¬ 
tant  kinsman  who  appears  to  have  been  almost  alone  in  his  search  for 
authentic  information  on  early  Davis  family  history.  Asked  how  his  father 
acquired  information  on  the  family,  Ewin  L.  Davis’s  son  J.  (John) 
Windsor  Davis  replied:  “With  respect  to  how  my  father  knew  of  various 
events  in  the  family  history,  he  and  my  mother  used  his  vacation  time  for 
many  years  traveling  to  various  localities  to  trace  courthouse  records, 
cemetery  tombstones,  family  Bibles,  and  other  sources  of  information  for 
the  purpose  of  compiling  the  lineage  of  both  of  their  families.” 

8.  George  Francis  Marion  Davis  appears  to  have  been  the  first  child 
born  to  the  union  of  McLin  Davis  I  and  his  second  wife,  Peggy  Balch 
Davis.  Although  both  the  1840  and  1850  Census  Reports  indicate  that  he 
was  born  in  1829,  he  appears  not  to  have  been  counted  in  1830  and 
thereby  inclines  one  to  think  he  probably  was  born  in  1830  after  the  cen¬ 
sus  was  taken.  In  the  1850  Census  Report  for  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of 
Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  his  household  includes  his  wife  Cynthia,  21, 
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and  two  daughters,  Mary  Jane,  2,  and  Ann,  six  months.  The  family  is  re¬ 
ported  by  Ewin  L.  Davis  to  have  moved  to  Johnson  County,  Texas,  where 
both  parents  died  in  the  1890’s.  Courthouse  records  in  Lewis  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  indicate  that  they  resided  there  before  going  to  Texas. 

9.  Manan  Davis,  second  child  of  McLin  and  Peggy  Balch  Davis,  is 
reported  by  Ewin  L.  Davis  to  have  been  born  in  1835  and  to  have  been 
living  in  Arkansas  in  1903.  He  is  reported  to  have  married  1)  Frances  V. 
Spears,  the  mother  of  George  Francis  Marion  Davis,  born  in  1857, 
Mary  L.  Davis,  born  in  1859,  and  others.  Manan  Davis  married  2)  a 
woman  by  the  name  of  Green. 

10.  Lucinda  Davis,  McLin  Davis  I’s  tenth  child  but  his  third  by  his 
second  wife,  Peggy  Balch  Davis,  is  reported  by  Ewin  L.  Davis  to  have  been 
born  in  1836  and  to  have  been  living  in  Wayne  County  with  her  sister 
Sarah  Rosanah  and  husband  G.  W.  Scott  in  1860.  Later  she  is  reported 
to  have  married  J.  Frank  Hall  and  to  have  moved  to  Illinois. 

11.  Sarah  Rosanah  Davis  is  reported  by  Ewin  L.  Davis,  who  ap¬ 
parently  saw  her  Bible  record,  to  have  been  born  December  5,  1839,  and 
to  have  died  January  8,  1906,  in  Waynesboro,  Tennessee,  where  she  had 
lived  and  was  buried  with  her  husband,  a  Union  soldier,  George  Washing¬ 
ton  Scott,  who  was  born  February  22,  1834,  and  died  December  21,  1907. 
Ewin  L.  Davis  reported  eight  children  born  to  this  union  as  follows: 
Lucinda  J.  Scott,  born  in  1856;  Francis  Marion  Scott,  born  in  1858;  James 
McLin  Scott,  born  in  1860  and  named  for  his  two  grandfathers;  William  B. 
Breckenridge  Scott,  who  moved  to  Texas;  George  F.  Scott;  Thomas  H. 
Scott,  who  died  in  the  1930’s;  Joannah  Scott,  who  married  a  Bracken; 
and  Charles  Scott,  who  resided  in  Wayne  County  and  had  his  parents’  fam¬ 
ily  Bible  at  the  time  Ewin  L.  Davis  made  a  study  of  the  family. 

Felix  T.  Davis  (ca.  1812-ca.  1895 ) 

According  to  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  Felix  T.  Davis,  son  of  Mc¬ 
Lin  I  and  Matilda  Greenwell  Davis,  was  born  in  Tennessee  about  1812. 
Other  census  reports  have  variations  in  the  estimated  date  of  his  birth; 
but  none  of  them,  except  the  1870  Report  which  erroneously  listed  him  as 
“Frank  B.  Davis,”  confirm  Ewin  L.  Davis’s  account  of  his  birth  in  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Felix  T.  Davis  was  not  included  in  the  1840  Census  Report  for  the 
Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County  as  were  his  father  and  brothers 
James  Ditto  and  Baliss.  Nor  was  he  listed  that  year  in  Lincoln  County 
near  the  home  of  John  Silvertooth,  whose  daughter  Annie  Porter  he  is  re¬ 
ported  to  have  married  in  1835.  Ewin  L.  Davis’s  reports  hint  that  Felix  T. 
Davis  and  his  wife  and  child  may  have  been  in  Illinois  or  Missouri  in 
1840.  Although  Felix  T.  Davis  was  living  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee, 
through  the  census  years  of  1850,  1860,  and  1870,  the  land  on  which  he 
lived  became  a  part  of  Moore  County  in  1871. 

According  to  authentic  records  and  the  most  reliable  family  traditions, 
Felix  T.  and  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  Davis  had  only  one  child,  Matilda 
Angeline  Davis.  She  was  born  October  12,  1838,  married  James  Lafayette 
Holt  on  September  14,  1854,  and  died  February  2,  1889.  She  is  buried  in 
the  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery  where  her  tombstone  inscription  verifies  her 
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birth  and  death  dates  ( James  Lafayette  Holt  section  of  Chapter  X).  The 
census  taker  in  1860,  however,  listed  in  Felix  T.  Davis’s  home  James, 
Sallie,  and  Thomas  Davis,  ages  14,  12,  and  8,  respectively.  Presumably 
these  children  were  relatives — possibly  the  orphaned  children  of  Annie  P. 
Silvertooth  Davis’s  deceased  brother  James  P.  Silvertooth  incorrectly  given 
the  Davis  name  ( John  Silvertooth  section,  No.  2,  this  chapter).  By  1870 
none  of  them  were  a  part  of  the  Davis  household;  but  an  unidentified 
thirty-year-old  Malinda  Anthony  was  then  living  with  the  Davises. 

On  March  10,  1862,  Felix  T.  Davis  enlisted  at  Mulberry,  in  Lincoln 
County,  Tennessee,  as  a  private  in  Company  A  of  the  23rd.  Battalion  of 
Tennessee  Infantry,  Confederate  States  Army,  for  a  period  of  one  year.  Ffe 
was  discharged  from  the  service  on  March  15,  1863,  at  Tullahoma,  Ten¬ 
nessee.  If  the  1850  Census  Report  is  correct  for  his  age,  Felix  T.  Davis 
was  about  fifty  years  old  during  his  year  of  service  to  the  Confederacy.  It 
probably  was  because  of  his  age  that  he  requested  and  received  a  dis¬ 
charge  at  a  time  when  the  Confederacy  was  sorely  in  need  of  men  for  mili¬ 
tary  service.  His  military  record  is  on  file  in  the  National  Archives  in 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Readers  interested  only  in  the  pleasant  facts  of  family  history  would 
do  well  to  conclude  the  Felix  T.  Davis  story  with  his  honorable  discharge 
from  the  Confederate  Army,  for  this  ancestor  later  became  involved  in 
what  at  the  time  at  least  seemed  to  be  the  most  distressing  scandal  con¬ 
nected  with  any  of  the  major  characters  in  this  book.  Attempts  of  the  Davis 
and  Holt  families  to  minimize  the  shame  and  remembrance  of  this  episode 
have  made  names,  dates,  and  other  pertinent  data  difficult  to  obtain.  There 
can  be  no  doubt,  however,  that  many  years  after  his  return  from  service  in 
the  Confederacy,  Felix  T.  Davis  became  attached  to  the  wife  of  a  preacher- 
farmer,  living  as  a  tenant  on  the  nearby  farm  of  Felix  T.  Davis’s  son-in- 
law  James  L.  Holt.  By  this  time  Felix  T.  Davis  was  in  his  mid-sixties  and 
has  been  described  as  “an  old  man  with  whiskers.”  Instead  of  showing  re¬ 
morse  for  the  embarrassment  heaped  upon  his  wife,  married  daughter, 
grandchildren,  and  other  relatives,  he  is  reported  to  have  taken  a  strange 
pride  in  a  son  born  to  this  previously  childless  woman.  Reliable  family 
tradition  is  that  his  wife  Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  Davis  helped  him  prepare 
a  covered  wagon  knowing  that  it  was  to  be  used  by  him  to  “leave  the 
country”  with  the  other  woman  and  child.  When  and  where  the  divorce 
and  remarriage  took  place  is  not  known;  but  the  departure  from  Moore 
County  apparently  took  place  between  December  28,  1878,  and  June, 
1880.  On  the  former  date,  “F.  T.  Davis  of  Moore  County”  made  his  mark 
to  a  deed  of  gift  to  125  acres  of  land  in  the  Tenth  District  of  Moore 
County  as  follows:  “.  .  .  for  and  in  consideration  of  the  love  and  affec¬ 
tion  I  entertain  for  my  daughter  Matilda  A.  Holt  (wife  of  J.  L.  Holt)  of 
same  county.”  This  was  land  which  he  had  purchased  from  Jeremiah  Dean 
on  June  2,  1854  ( Moore  County  Deed  Book  2,  pp.  111-112).  Felix  T. 
Davis  had  sold  other  land  on  December  15,  1878,  apparently  in  anticipa¬ 
tion  of  leaving  Moore  County. 

Annie  Porter  Silvertooth  Davis,  after  she  was  deserted  by  her  hus¬ 
band,  is  reported  to  have  lived  alone  for  a  while;  but  in  June,  1880,  the 
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census  taker  listed  her  in  the  home  of  her  son-in-law  James  L.  Holt.  She 
lived  to  be  eighty-three  years  of  age,  outliving  her  daughter  Matilda 
Angeline  Davis  Holt,  her  former  husband,  and  apparently  all  of  her 
brothers  and  sisters.  In  her  last  days  she  lived  with  her  grandson  John 
Holt  and  wife  Sonie  Dillingham  Holt.  Her  grave  stone,  in  the  Smith  Chapel 
Cemetery  near  that  of  her  only  daughter,  has  the  following  inscription: 
“Annie  P.,  Wife  of  Felix  T.  Davis,  born  Feb.  2,  1817;  died  Feb.  28,  1900, 
aged  83  yrs.,  26  days.” 

While  Felix  T.  Davis  through  his  indiscretion  in  old  age  brought 
shame  and  heartache  to  the  Holt  family,  he  also  brought  that  family  into 
blood  relationship  with  three  distinguished  cousins,  two  of  them  previously 
mentioned — Ewin  L.  Davis,  Congressman;  Norman  H.  Davis,  interna¬ 
tionally  known  as  a  diplomat;  and  Paul  Davis,  a  prominent  banker,  of 
Nashville,  Tennessee. 

Where  the  old  man  Felix  T.  Davis  first  took  his  new  family  has  not 
been  determined;  but  by  December  24,  1884,  he  purchased  two  town  lots 
in  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  where  he  apparently  lived  for  the  remainder  of 
his  life  ( Bradley  County  Deed  Book  M,  p.  532).  A  thorough  search  of  the 
1880  Census  Report  for  Bradley  County  failed  to  locate  this  family. 

On  September  16,  1892,  at  the  age  of  eighty  according  to  his  calcu¬ 
lated  birth  date,  Felix  T.  Davis  made  his  will  in  which  the  pathetic  words 
of  a  sick,  old  man  revealed  the  names  of  his  wife  and  son:  “.  .  .  to  my 
beloved  wife  Sinda  [Lucinda]  Davis,  who  has  been  so  kind  and  faithful  a 
wife  to  me  in  this  life  all  my  personal  property  .  .  .  and  real  estate  con¬ 
sisting  of  town  lots,  houses  and  improvements  thereon  situated  in  Bradley 
County  .  .  .  whatever  is  left  to  my  kind  and  affectionate  son  Felix  Davis 
who  is  living  with  me  and  assisting  me  in  my  last  afflictions.” 

Another  bequest  called  attention  to  a  former  gift  to  his  child  by  his 
first  marriage  as  follows:  “To  my  daughter  Mrs.  Angeline  Holt  two  dollars 
to  be  paid  at  the  death  of  my  wife.  I  give  her  only  two  dollars  from  the 
fact  I  have  advanced  her  in  my  lifetime  an  equal  part  of  my  estate.” 

Felix  T.  Davis  made  his  wife  and  son  executrix  and  executor  of  his  will 
without  bond.  It  was  probated  January  12,  1898  ( Bradley  County  Will 
Book  2,  pp.  323-325).  The  date  of  Felix  T.  Davis’s  death  has  not  been 
determined;  but  the  remarriage  of  his  widow,  Lucinda  Davis,  to  W.  W. 
Gwinn  took  place  on  October  21,1 897  ( Bradley  County  Marriage  Book  5, 
p.  221).  Meanwhile,  on  June  26,  1895,  his  son  Felix  Shurman  Davis  had 
married  Fannie  Parke  Leeper  ( Bradley  County  Marriage  Book  4,  p.  258). 

On  January  8,  1898,  four  days  before  his  father’s  will  was  probated, 
Felix  Shurman- Davis  purchased  from  his  mother,  then  “Sinda  Gwinn, 
formerly  Sinda  Davis,  wife  of  F.  T.  Davis,”  her  life  interest  in  the  lot  willed 
to  her  by  his  father  ( Bradley  County  Deed  Book  Q,  p.  414) .  On  August  19, 
of  that  same  year,  “Felix  Davis  and  wife  Fannie  Davis”  sold  a  portion  of 
that  lot  to  Mrs.  John  Petty  ( Deed  Book  R,  p.  173).  This  is  the  last  record 
which  the  writer  has  been  able  to  find  on  Felix  Shurman,  son  of  Felix  T. 
Davis.  An  inquiry  among  the  older  citizens  of  Cleveland,  Tennessee,  in 
1960  failed  to  reveal  the  location  of  Felix  T.  Davis’s  grave  or  to  find 
anyone  who  remembers  either  Felix  T.  Davis  or  his  son  Felix  Shurman 
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Davis.  It  is  probable  that  the  latter  left  Cleveland  soon  after  his  last  re¬ 
corded  real  estate  transaction  on  August  19,  1898. 

Snead  Davis  ( 1752-1838 ) 

Documentation  sufficient  to  convince  the  writer  that  Snead  Davis  was  McLin 
Davis’s  father  has  not  been  made  available  to  him;  but  the  fact  that  one  of  McLin 
Davis’s  grandsons  was  named  Thomas  Sneed  Davis  does  cause  one  to  wonder  if  he 
were  a  name  sake.  If  there  is  reasonable  accuracy  in  the  Census  Reports  of  1830  and 
1840  for  McLin  Davis’s  age,  he  must  have  been  born  about  1780.  Snead  Davis  at 
that  time  was  twenty-eight  years  of  age  and  was  serving  in  the  Revolution.  His 
testimony  concerning  his  military  service  in  his  application  for  pension  in  no  way 
indicates  that  he  was  married  before  his  service  began  or  that  he  married  between 
any  of  his  various  periods  of  enlistment.  It  seems  incredible  that  a  soldier  returning 
home  at  the  end  of  one  enlistment  period  to  find  a  new  baby  would  have  gone  to  the 
next  county  to  visit  his  father  and  join  up  immediately  for  additional  service  with¬ 
out  mentioning  his  wife  or  child.  In  the  writer’s  own  opinion,  therefore,  a  father-son 
relationship  between  Snead  Davis  and  McLin  Davis  is  only  speculative.  Its  acceptance 
by  others  and  the  absence  of  documentary  proof  to  the  contrary,  however,  prompt 
the  inclusion  of  a  sketch  on  this  colorful  figure.  Perhaps  its  inclusion  may  result  in 
the  discovery  of  some  piece  of  evidence  which  eventually  will  lead  to  definite  con¬ 
clusions. 

The  writer  had  noted  with  considerable  puzzlement  the  fact  that  Ewin  L.  Davis 
in  his  own  compilation  of  family  records  did  not  even  mention  Snead  Davis  while 
his  sketch  in  The  Compendium  of  American  Genealogy  (Vol.  1,  p.  578)  includes 
Snead  Davis  as  an  ancestor.  J.  Windsor  Davis,  son  of  Ewin  L.  Davis,  in  his  letter  of 
April  12,  1961,  however,  offered  this  satisfying  explanation  of  the  apparent  contra¬ 
diction:  “.  .  .  the  D.A.R.  has  accepted  Snead  Davis  as  being  the  father  of  McLin 
Davis  I  in  response  to  proof  submitted  by  several  members  of  the  family;  and  the 
S.A.R.  also  accepted  it  as  a  fact  in  response  to  an  application  by  my  uncle  Norman  H. 
Davis.  .  .  .  However,  my  father  spent  much  time  trying  to  verify  this  and  since  he 
was  unable  to  do  so,  he  never  accepted  it.” 

Courthouse  records  in  Livingston  County,  Kentucky,  confirm  Snead  Davis’s 
residence  there  without  any  indication  of  his  relationship  to  McLin  Davis  or  to  the 
latter’s  ever  having  been  in  that  county.  The  only  significant  information  which  the 
writer  has  found  on  Snead  Davis,  however,  is  in  his  application  for  pension.  Like 
many  other  such  applications,  this  one  contains  a  number  of  important  facts  about 
the  applicant.  Unfortunately,  however,  it  names  only  one  son — not  McLin  Davis — 
and  does  not  name  his  wife  or  parents. 

Snead  Davis  was  living  in  Livingston  County,  Kentucky,  on  March  21,  1834, 
when  he  made  application  for  the  pension.  He  stated  that  he  was  eighty-one  years 
of  age  on  the  last  day  of  August,  in  the  year  1833.  This  would  make  August  31, 
1752,  the  date  of  his  birth,  which  he  said  his  parents  told  him  was  in  Prince  Edward 
County,  Virginia.  Snead  Davis’s  parents  apparently  moved  to  North  Carolina  some 
time  before  the  Revolution,  for  he  stated  in  his  application  that  he  was  living  in 
Wilkes  County,  on  the  Yadkin  River,  when  he  “.  .  .  volunteered  and  joined  General 
Lincoln  in  Charleston,  under  Captain  Richard  (familiarly  called  Dick)  Allen.  Col. 
Lytle  commanded  the  regiment  to  which  Allen’s  Company  was  attached  and  there 
he  served  six  months.”  This  probably  was  in  1778  or  earlier. 

In  his  application  Snead  Davis  stated  that  he  served  in  all  four  or  five  years 
being  wounded  three  times — twice  by  musket  ball  and  once  by  a  sabre.  He  served 
under  a  number  of  well  known  Southern  military  leaders  including  Generals  Na¬ 
thanael  Greene,  Thomas  Sumpter,  and  Francis  Marion  “the  Swamp  Fox.”  Among 
the  engagements  in  which  he  took  part  was  the  Battle  of  Kings  Mountain  on  Octo¬ 
ber  7,  1780,  in  which  he  served  under  Captain  Becknel  in  Colonel  Cleveland’s  Regi¬ 
ment.  (Ebenezer  Fairchild,  Chapter  II,  served  in  Colonel  Cleveland’s  Regiment.) 
Earlier  Snead  Davis  had  fought  in  South  Carolina  and  later,  on  March  15,  1781,  at 
Guilford  Courthouse.  Still  later  he  served  for  several  weeks  or  months  in  the  Georgia 
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Line.  The  date  of  his  final  discharge  is  not  known,  but  it  probably  took  place  after 
the  victory  at  Yorktown  on  October  19,  1781. 

Like  that  of  many  other  soldiers  of  the  Revolution,  Snead  Davis’s  service  was 
divided  into  a  number  of  enlistment  periods.  Shortly  before  the  Battle  of  Kings 
Mountain,  he  returned  home  in  Wilkes  County  to  find  that  his  father  had  moved  to 
Burke  County,  North  Carolina.  It  was  upon  his  arrival  in  Burke  County  that  he 
learned  that  volunteers  were  wanted  to  fight  Colonel  Ferguson’s  British  forces  who 
were  threatening  western  North  Carolina.  Snead  Davis’s  following  his  father  into 
Burke  County  is  an  indication  that  he  was  not  married  at  the  time  he  fought  at 
Kings  Mountain.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  married  before  the  end  of  his  service 
in  the  latter  part  of  1781. 

Snead  Davis’s  residence  during  the  years  following  the  war  are  best  told  in  his 
own  words:  “After  my  final  discharge  I  returned  to  Burke  County  and  a  few  months 
thereafter  accompanied  my  father  in  his  removal  to  Holston  River.  Three  years 
thereafter  I  left  my  father  in  Powells  Valley  and  removed  to  Green  River,  in  Ken¬ 
tucky,  what  is  now  called  Warren  County;  and  six  years  after  to  Cumberland  River, 
on  what  is  now  called  Livingston  County,  and  have  been  here  and  hereabouts  since 
that  time;  except  that  I  spend  time  occasionally  in  Amite  County,  on  Amite  River, 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  with  my  son  John  who  lives  there.” 

Placing  Snead  Davis’s  deposition  upon  the  calendar,  we  would  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  that  he  and  his  father  left  Burke  County,  North  Carolina,  for  what  later 
became  East  Tennessee  in  1882  when  Snead  Davis  was  thirty  years  of  age,  and  that 
he  left  his  father  in  1885  at  thirty-three  years  of  age  and  settled  in  Warren  County, 
Kentucky,  where  he  remained  until  1791.  Then  at  the  age  of  thirty-nine  he  moved  to 
what  later  became  Smithland,  in  Livingston  County,  Kentucky,  where  he  remained 
most  of  the  time  until  he  applied  for  pension  in  1834.  Although  there  is  no  known 
verification  for  it,  Snead  Davis  probably  married  during  the  three  years  he  lived 
with  his  father  on  the  Holston  and  Powell  Rivers,  in  what  later  became  East  Ten¬ 
nessee;  but  he  left  this  area  before  Tennessee  was  organized  as  a  territory  and  arrived 
at  his  final  destination,  on  the  Cumberland  River  before  Kentucky  became  a  state, 
six  years  before  Livingston  County  was  formed.  The  migrations,  first  to  Green  River 
and  later  to  Cumberland  River,  probably  were  in  groups  of  related  families,  as 
usually  occurred  in  those  days.  In  1834  Snead  Davis’s  sister,  Polly  Adams,  was  one 
of  the  deponents  testifying  to  his  military  record. 

Snead  Davis’s  residence  in  the  Warren  County  area  apparently  was  at  Dripping 
Spring,  for  in  his  application  for  pension  he  testified  that  his  discharge  papers  were 
destroyed  in  a  fire  which  destroyed  his  home  while  living  in  that  area.  This  area  now 
appears  to  be  in  Edmonson  County. 

Snead  Davis  made  his  mark  to  his  pension  application  for  which  he  was  granted 
on  April  18,  1834,  an  annual  pension  of  $92.50  retroactive  to  March  4,  1831.  From 
September  4,  1837,  to  November  29,  of  the  same  year,  his  pension  claim  was  trans¬ 
ferred  from  Kentucky  to  Illinois.  This  may  indicate  that  he  was  visiting  at  the  time 
with  another  child.  He  may  have  died  while  there. 
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John  Hix,  Senior,  Paternal  and  Maternal  Ancestor 

The  discovery  and  positive  identification  of  John  Hix,  Senior,  of 
Campbell  County,  Virginia,  were  of  unusual  significance  to  the  writer, 
for  this  ancestor  is  his  paternal  great-great-great-great-grandfather  as  well 
as  his  maternal  great-great-great-grandfather.  Furthermore,  this  John  Hix 
is  the  earliest  ancestor  of  these  converging  Hix  ancestries,  which  the 
writer  has  been  able  to  identify  from  available  records.  There  is  no  scarcity 
of  Hixes  earlier  than  this  John  Hix  of  Campbell  County,  who  died  Septem¬ 
ber  24,  1804;  but  the  difficulty  lies  in  establishing  a  relationship  between 
him  and  the  generations  of  Hixes  who  preceded  him.  The  writer  has  reason 
to  believe  that  an  early  home  of  his  Hix  ancestors  was  James  City  County, 
Virginia;  but  the  destruction  of  courthouse  records  there  may  have  ob¬ 
scured  their  trail  for  all  time.  As  much  as  the  writer  would  have  liked  to 
have  extended  the  knowledge  of  his  Hix  ancestry  for  at  least  one  more 
generation,  there  came  the  time  when  it  seemed  advisable  to  present  the 
information  which  he  had  acquired  and  leave  further  research  on  the  Hix 
family  to  those  with  more  time  or  a  more  favorable  geographical  location. 

The  earliest  record  of  this  earliest  known  Hix  ancestor,  so  far  as  the 
writer  has  been  able  to  be  reasonably  certain,  bears  the  date  of  January 
10,  1781,  when  “John  Hicks”  was  made  one  of  the  executors  of  the  will  of 
his  brother-in-law  Joshua  Morris.  The  will  itself  offers  no  certainty  that 
the  “John  Hicks”  named  as  one  of  the  executors  was  the  John  Hix  of 
Campbell  County  who  died  in  1804;  but  the  will  of  Sabra  Morris,  Joshua 
Morris’s  widow,  leaves  no  doubt  that  he  was  her  brother.  Copies  of  the 
Morris  wills  ( Charlotte  County,  Va.,  Will  Book  I,  Part  2,  p.  438,  and  Will 
Book  No.  5,  p.  159),  made  available  through  the  courtesy  of  Miss  Julia 
Asher  of  Brookneal,  Virginia,  came  to  the  attention  of  the  writer  too  late 
to  add  much  new  information;  but  they  have  provided  verification  for 
many  conclusions  to  which  he  had  already  come  without  documented  sup¬ 
port. 

While  the  will  of  Sabra  Morris,  widow  of  Joshua  Morris,  adds  no 
substantial  clue  to  an  earlier  generation,  it  does  identify  some  of  John  Hix’s 
brothers  and  sisters.  This  family  seems  to  have  consisted  of  the  following: 
Sabra  Hix,  who  married  Joshua  Morris  and  died  in  1823  in  Charlotte 
County,  Virginia;  John  Hix,  who  married  Sibeller - and  died  in  Camp¬ 

bell  County,  Virginia,  in  1804;  William  Hix,  named  as  “brother”  in  Sabra 
Hix  Morris’s  will  and  apparently  living  in  1822;  Marcella  Hix,  who  mar¬ 
ried  a  Ready,  probably  Nathan  Ready;  and  Judith  Hix,  who  married  a 
Rice,  probably  James  Rice.  Sabra  Hix  Morris’s  will  contains  many  other 
names,  but  most  of  them  seem  to  be  descendants  of  her  brothers  and  sisters 
who  are  named  or  indicated. 

Although  John  Hix  and  his  family  are  thought  to  have  lived  in  an 
area  which  became  a  part  of  Campbell  County  in  1782,  the  land  on  which 
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he  lived  at  the  time  of  his  death  was  purchased  September  6,  1799.  It  con¬ 
sisted  of  385  acres  for  which  John  Hix  paid  “310  pounds,  current  money 
of  Virginia.”  The  deed  described  his  tract  of  land  as  lying  along  the  Buf¬ 
falo  Lick  and  Schoolhouse  Branches  of  the  Stanton  River  and  is  thought 
to  have  been  near,  if  not  within,  the  Hat  Creek  Community,  north  of  the 
present  Brookneal,  Virginia  ( Campbell  County,  Va.,  Deed  Book  5, 
p.  205).  This  is  near  the  western  boundary  of  Charlotte  County  in  which 
Joshua  Morris  lived,  and  it  was  at  Hat  Creek  that  Joshua  Morris,  John 
Hix’s  brother-in-law,  attended  church.  Where  the  Hix  family  lived  prior  to 
the  purchase  of  land  in  1799,  the  records  of  Bedford  County,  Virginia, 
from  which  Campbell  was  formed,  offer  no  information. 

The  earliest  record  of  John  Hix  which  the  writer  has  been  able  to  find 
in  Campbell  County,  Virginia,  is  the  1789  marriage  of  his  daughter  Re¬ 
becca  to  Jonathan  Rice  ( Campbell  County  Marriage  Book  1,  p.  137).  At 
the  time  of  John  Hix’s  death  this  daughter  and  her  husband  were  living 
in  Logan  County,  Kentucky.  The  settlement  of  his  estate  involved  the 
hiring  of  a  man  and  a  horse  to  make  a  trip  to  Kentucky.  William  Hix,  son 
and  administrator  of  John  Hix’s  estate,  also  seems  to  have  made  such  a 
trip.  Both  trips  were  charged  to  the  estate  on  December  6,  1804.  On  De¬ 
cember  8,  1804,  the  widow  and  other  heirs  agreed  among  themselves  to 
divide  the  ten  Negroes  belonging  to  the  estate.  Perhaps  it  was  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  getting  the  signature  of  Jonathan  Rice,  husband  of  Rebecca  Hix 
Rice,  that  one  of  these  trips  was  made  to  Kentucky.  The  following  heirs 
of  John  Hix  signed  the  agreement  for  the  division  of  the  Negroes:  Sibeller 
Hix,  the  widow  (her  mark) ;  Jonathan  Rice,  who  had  married  Rebecca  Hix 
in  1789;  Nathaniel  Hubbard,  who  had  married  Sarah  Hix  on  September  5, 
1796;  James  Stanley,  who  had  married  Libby  Hix  on  July  7,  1802  (his 
mark);  Thomas  Hazelwood,  who  had  married  Martha  Hix  on  May  23, 
1792  (his  mark) ;  John  Hix,  who  later  married  the  widow  Milly  Key  Lucas 
on  August  22,  1808;  Elizabeth  Hix,  who  later  married  Moses  Eckols  on 
February  9,  1807  (her  mark);  John  Faris,  who  had  married  Sabra  Hix  on 
November  23,  1801;  and  William  Hix,  administrator,  who  had  married  1) 
Alcey  Dews  on  October  7,  1800,  and  2)  Sarah  Collins  on  November  28, 
1803. 

The  marriage  of  the  son  John  Hix  and  those  of  all  of  his  sisters  are 
recorded  in  the  marriage  books  of  Campbell  County.  Both  of  William  Hix’s 
marriages  are  recorded  in  Halifax  County,  Virginia. 

The  settlement  of  John  Hix’s  estate  involved  detailed  records  over  a 
period  of  six  years  from  1 804  until  the  latter  part  of  1810.  The  death 
date,  September  24,  1804,  is  found  among  these  records  ( Appraisement 
Book  2,  p.  177).  Before  the  final  settlement  of  the  estate,  John  Faris  was 
recorded  as  an  administrator  also.  The  appointment  of  an  additional  ad¬ 
ministrator  may  have  been  due  to  William  Hix’s  plans  to  migrate  to  Ten¬ 
nessee.  The  sale  of  John  Hix’s  real  estate  seems  to  have  taken  place  in 
1806,  for  it  was  on  July  27  of  that  year  that  Robert  Alexander,  Clerk  of 
Campbell  County  Court,  requested  authorities  in  Logan  County,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  to  certify  that  Rebecca  Rice  had  on  August  19,  1805,  appointed 
William  Hix  as  attorney  to  convey  to  John  Black  her  “.  .  .  interest  in  385 
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acres  of  land  lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Campbell  on  Stanton  River 
of  which  John  Hix  died  seized  .  .  and  that  she  .  .  freely  and  volun¬ 
tarily  relinquishes  all  claim  of  dower  in  the  land”  ( Campbell  County  Deed 
Book  7,  pp.  436-437). 

How  long  Sibeller  Hix  survived  her  husband  John  Hix,  Sr.,  or  if  she 
continued  living  in  Campbell  County,  Virginia,  until  the  time  of  her  death 
is  not  known.  Neither  has  the  writer  been  able  to  determine  her  maiden 
name  or  the  date  of  her  marriage.  There  are  records,  however,  which  prove 
that  at  least  four  of  her  children  migrated  to  Bedford  County,  Tennessee, 
and  settled  in  or  near  the  Flat  Creek  Community  some  time  around  1810 
or  1811.  As  her  two  sons  William  and  John,  Jr.,  are  the  writer’s  paternal 
and  maternal  ancestors,  respectively,  they  have  been  made  the  subjects  of 
considerable  research.  Their  settlement  in  Tennessee  and  their  descendants 
are  presented  in  later  sections  of  this  chapter.  Their  children  were  devisees 
of  Sabra  Hix  Morris’s  will,  proved  May  5,  1823,  in  Charlotte  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia. 

When  Moses  and  Elizabeth  Hix  Eckols  arrived  in  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  has  not  been  established  by  record  of  land  purchased;  but  on 
December  10,  1813,  he  sold  to  his  brother-in-law,  Nathaniel  Hubbard, 
143  acres  of  land  “.  .  .  on  the  waters  of  Big  Flat  Creek  .  .  .”  for  $720 
( Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  Deed  Book  E,  p.  245).  As  his  name  is  not  listed 
in  the  1820  Census  Report  for  Bedford  County,  it  is  assumed  that  the 
Eckols  family  migrated  elsewhere  after  Moses  Eckols  sold  his  land.  Since 
he  is  reported  to  have  had  relatives  in  Georgia,  he  probably  took  his  family 
there. 

Nathaniel  and  Sarah  Hix  Hubbard  appear  to  have  been  closely  asso¬ 
ciated  with  William  Hix,  since  the  two  brothers-in-law  bought  adjoining 
land  from  Newton  Cannon  on  the  same  day,  December  24,  1811  ( Bed¬ 
ford  County  Deed  Book  L,  pp.  532  and  534).  “Old  Nattie  Hubbard,”  as 
descendant  J.  L.  Hutson  called  him  in  1923,  was  credited  by  this  same 
descendant  with  having  set  up  the  first  tanning  yard  in  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity.  Apparently  Nathaniel  Hubbard  had  died  before  February  3,  1832, 
for  on  that  date  his  heirs — William  Hazlett,  Robert  McElvany,  John  Hub¬ 
bard,  and  John  F.  Norman — agreed  for  Sarah  Hubbard,  the  widow,  to 
keep  a  Negro  girl,  Alse,  for  life.  The  Census  Report  of  1 840  indicates  that 
Sarah  Hix  Hubbard  was  still  living  and  owned  three  slaves. 

The  Hazelwood  family  is  reported  to  have  settled  in  Tennessee  also; 
but  no  definite  conclusions  as  to  time  or  location  can  be  drawn  from  rec¬ 
ords  which  have  been  discovered.  There  is  an  inconsistency  in  the  records 
for  this  family.  It  was  Thomas  Hazelwood  whose  name  appeared  on 
Martha  Hix’s  marriage  record  and  on  the  agreement  to  divide  the  Negroes 
of  her  father’s  estate;  whereas,  in  her  will  Sabra  Hix  Morris  bequeathed 
$1500  to  the  children  of  William  Hazelwood  of  Tennessee,  whose  wife 
was  “Martha  Hicks.”  Both  Thomas  and  William  Hazelwood,  however, 
probably  refer  to  the  same  man.  Sabra  Hix  Morris’s  will  also  provided 
for  “the  children  of  Nathaniel  Hubbard  by  wife  Sarah  Hix.”  If  any  children 
were  born  to  Moses  and  Elizabeth  Hix  Eckols,  they  were  not  mentioned 
in  Sabra  Hix  Morris’s  will. 
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Indications  from  Sabra  Morris’s  will  are  that  the  families  of  James 
and  Libby  Hix  Stanley  and  of  John  and  Sabra  Hix  Faris  continued  to 
live  in  Virginia,  at  least  until  the  time  when  Sabra  made  her  will.  No 
contact  has  been  made,  however,  with  the  descendants  of  these  families 
in  establishing  the  ancestry  of  John  and  Sibeller  Hix.  In  no  records  which 
have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer,  has  “Senior”  followed  the  name  of 
the  elder  John  Hix;  nor  has  “Junior”  been  found  associated  with  the  name 
of  his  son  John.  They  are  conveniences  supplied  by  the  writer  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  facilitating  the  distinction  between  the  two.  The  frequency  with 
which  the  names,  John  and  William,  are  used  in  all  generations  of  the 
Hix  family  complicates  the  search  for  more  distant  ancestors.  The  writer 
has  a  feeling,  based  upon  two  phrases  in  Sabra  Hix  Morris’s  will,  that 
her  father’s  name  is  more  likely  to  have  been  William  than  John.  She 
made  separate  references  to  “my  brother  William  Hicks”  and  “children  of 
William  Hicks  (son  of  John).”  The  writer  feels  that  she  would  have  used 
a  different  way  of  distinguishing  between  the  two  Williams  if  her  own  fa¬ 
ther  had  been  named  John. 

The  writer  will  ever  be  anxious  to  learn  of  the  identification  of  John 
Hix,  Senior,  in  additional  records  or  of  any  definite  clue  to  his  ancestry 
or  residence  before  coming  to  Campbell  County,  Virginia.  The  common 
use  of  his  name  makes  positive  identification  difficult;  but  the  extreme 
oddity  of  his  wife’s  name,  Sibeller,  should  make  for  easy  identification  of 
their  marriage  record,  if  ever  it  can  be  located. 

William  Hix,  Paternal  Ancestor  ( 1774-1839 ) 

Since  no  Bible  record  has  been  made  available,  since  no  inscription 
is  found  on  his  grave  stones,  and  since  he  died  before  the  census  reports 
gave  precise  ages,  the  birth  and  death  dates  of  William  Hix,  paternal  an¬ 
cestor  of  the  writer,  are  presented  from  estimates  and  conjectures.  The 
Census  Report  of  1820  for  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  lists  him  as  over 
forty-five  years  of  age,  while  the  1830  Report  gives  his  age  as  between 
fifty  and  sixty.  If  each  of  these  census  reports  is  correct,  William  Hix  was 
born  between  1770  and  1775.  If  he  were  born  in  1774,  the  latest  esti¬ 
mated  date,  he  would  have  been  twenty-six  years  of  age  when  he  first  mar¬ 
ried  and  thirty  when  his  father,  John  Hix,  Sr.,  died  on  September  24,  1804. 
The  land  on  which  John  Hix,  Sr.,  died  was  in  Campbell  County,  Virginia, 
seemingly  within  the  vicinity  of  Hat  Creek,  near  Brookneal;  but  this  prop¬ 
erty  was  not  acquired  until  September  6,  1799,  just  a  little  more  than  a 
year  before  William  Hix’s  marriage.  The  lack  of  records  on  this  Hix  family 
in  other  counties  prior  to  the  formation  of  Campbell  County  in  1782  leaves 
uncertain  the  place  of  William  Hix’s  birth. 

The  earliest  document  on  William  Hix  is  his  marriage  bond  of  October 
7,  1800,  to  Alcey  Dews,  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Dews  of  Halifax 
County,  Virginia  ( Halifax  County  Marriage  Book  1,  p.  43).  From  this 
union  came  Demarquis  Dews  Hix,  who  was  born  January  23,  1802.  Since 
he  became  the  writer’s  great-great-grandfather,  a  subsequent  section  of 
this  chapter  will  deal  with  the  story  of  his  life  and  family.  After  the  death 
of  Alcey,  his  first  wife,  William  Hix  married  Sarah  Collins,  daughter  of 
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John  Collins,  also  of  Halifax  County,  on  November  28,  1803  ( Halifax 
County  Marriage  Book  1,  p.  53). 

The  exact  date  of  William  Hix’s  migration  to  Bedford  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  is  not  known.  Coming  at  about  the  same  time,  if  not  accompanying 
him,  were  his  brother  John  and  his  brothers-in-law  Moses  Eckols  and 
Nathaniel  Hubbard.  In  Demarquis  Dews  Hix’s  obituary  the  Reverend 
John  E.  Frost,  son-in-law  of  the  deceased,  stated  that  the  Hix  family  came 
to  Bedford  County  about  1809.  The  written  assertion  in  1927  by 
Joshua  W.  Frost,  son  of  John  E.  Frost,  that  William  Hix  served  on  the 
commission  which  laid  off  and  organized  Bedford  County  in  1807  appears 
to  be  incorrect.  Neither  Davidson  nor  Rutherford  County  records  give  any 
evidence  that  William  Hix  settled  in  what  is  now  Bedford  County  prior  to 
its  formation  in  1807.  According  to  the  Census  Reports  of  1850  and  1860, 
William  Hix’s  son  John  C.  Hix  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1809  or  1810.  John 
Hix,  Sr.’s,  estate,  for  which  William  Hix  and  his  brother-in-law  John  Faris 
were  co-administrators,  was  not  finally  settled  until  December  9,  1810 
( Campbell  County,  Va.,  Will  Book  3,  p.  58) ;  but  it  is  possible  that  William 
Hix  left  before  the  time  of  final  settlement.  The  earliest  record  which  the 
writer  has  been  able  to  find  of  William  Hix  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee, 
is  his  purchase  on  December  24,  1811,  of  159  acres  of  land  on  the  waters 
of  Big  Flat  Creek  from  Newton  Cannon,  who  later  became  Governor  of 
Tennessee.  The  price  paid  was  $311.  On  that  same  day  Nathaniel  Hub¬ 
bard,  William  Hix’s  brother-in-law,  bought  an  adjoining  farm  from  Newton 
Cannon  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  L,  pp.  532  and  534).  The  earliest 
birthdate  of  any  Hix  child  in  Bedford  County,  so  far  as  can  be  determined 
by  records  available  to  the  writer,  was  May  20,  1811,  when  William  Penn 
Hix  was  born.  He  was  the  son  of  William  Hix’s  brother  John  Hix.  Until 
records  are  found  which  indicate  otherwise,  the  writer  will  assume  that 
the  trek  of  the  Hix  families  from  Campbell  County,  Virginia,  to  Bedford 
County,  Tennessee,  took  place  between  1 809  and  1811,  most  likely  in  the 
fall  of  1810. 

Although  William  Hix  bought  other  land,  including  a  tract  from  John 
Schooler  in  1825  and  one  from  John  Newton  in  1838,  he  made  his  home 
on  the  land  which  he  first  bought  from  Newton  Cannon  in  1811.  On  this 
land  he  lived  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  his  will  William  Hix 
directed  that  his  widow,  Sally  Collins  Hix,  should  retain  the  land  on  which 
he  had  lived  “during  her  natural  life  or  widowhood”  and  that  at  her  death 
or  remarriage  it  should  be  divided  between  his  younger  sons  William  C. 
and  Joshua  R.  Hix.  On  December  15,  1845,  Joshua  R.  Hix  paid  his  brother 
$700  for  his  share  of  the  103  acres  which  would  be  due  them  jointly  at 
the  death  or  remarriage  of  their  mother  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  SS, 
p.  112).  The  Census  Report  of  1850  indicates  that  Joshua  R.  Hix  and  his 
family  were  living  on  or  near  this  land  but  not  in  his  mother’s  home.  If 
he  ever  came  into  full  possession  of  this  land,  it  was  only  for  a  short  time, 
for  he  died  in  March,  1852,  the  year  in  which  his  mother  also  is  thought 
to  have  died.  This  land,  on  which  William  Hix  and  his  second  wife  lived, 
died,  and  were  buried,  later  came  into  the  possession  of  William  Hix’s 
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granddaughter  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost,  Demarquis  Dews  Hix’s  daughter, 
who  had  married  John  E.  Frost  in  1846.  The  deed  books  which  recorded 
real  estate  transactions  between  September,  1852,  and  July,  1861,  were 
destroyed  by  the  courthouse  fire  in  March,  1 863;  so  we  are  unable  to  deter¬ 
mine  when  and  how  the  land  came  into  the  possession  of  the  Frosts.  It  is 
believed,  however,  that  D.  D.  Hix  bought  the  land  from  his  half  brother’s 
heirs  and  gave  it  to  his  daughter.  It  is  located  on  the  old  road  to  Center 
Church  about  three  miles  west  of  Flat  Creek.  For  many  years  it  has 
been  known  as  “the  old  Frost  Place.”  In  1960  it  was  owned  by  James 
Jones  and  was  in  an  excellent  state  of  preservation.  Other  reference  to 
“the  old  Frost  Place”  is  found  in  Chapter  I  under  the  section,  John  Eb- 
enezer  Frost. 

The  unpublished  notes  taken  in  1904  by  Charles  E.  Gowen  from 
statements  of  his  eighty-four-year-old  uncle  William  Floyd  indicate  that 
William  Hix’s  contemporaries  called  him  “Billy  Hix.”  The  notes  also  give 
an  account  of  William  Hix’s  death  by  suicide — cutting  his  throat  with  a 
shoe  knife.  A  report  from  another  source  is  that  William  Hix  was  in  his 
corn  crib  when  he  took  his  own  life  and  that  he  had  been  in  poor  health  for 
a  number  of  years.  Joshua  W.  Frost,  great-grandson  of  William  Hix,  wrote 
in  1927  that  he  died  in  1849;  but  records  indicate  that  1839  was  a  more 
likely  year.  The  last  available  courthouse  record  of  William  Hix  is  his  pur¬ 
chase  of  land  from  John  Newton  in  1838  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  HH, 
p.  11).  Two  separate  records  in  1840  indicate  that  William  Hix  was  not 
living.  The  Census  Report  of  that  year  lists  Sarah  Hix,  his  widow,  as  the 
head  of  a  household,  On  May  25,  1840,  Sarah  (Sally)  Hix  by  attorney 
sold  to  her  kinsman  William  Collins  land  which  she  apparently  inherited 
from  her  father,  John  Collins  ( Halifax  County,  Va.,  Deed  Book  46,  p. 
275).  Due  to  the  limitations  of  property  rights  of  married  women  in  those 
days,  William  Hix,  if  living,  would  have  made  the  transaction. 

Sarah  Collins  Hix,  William  Hix’s  second  wife,  is  thought  to  have  sur¬ 
vived  him  approximately  thirteen  years.  Evidence  of  her  death  is  found  in 
the  petition  to  the  Bedford  County  Court  by  John  C.  and  D.  D.  Hix, 
executors  of  William  Hix’s  will,  to  allow  the  sale  of  eight  Negroes  who 
were  left  by  William  Hix  for  the  life-time  use  of  his  widow  Sarah  Hix,  who 
was  then  deceased'  ( Bedford  County  Court  Minutes,  Vol.  1,  p.  501  — 
August  4,  1852). 

In  1927  Joshua  W.  Frost  wrote  that  William  Hix  reared  a  large  family 
of  useful  citizens.  The  Census  Report  of  1820  indicates  that  there  were 
eleven  children.  William  Hix’s  will,  which  was  drawn  in  1833,  confirms 
this  figure  by  including  the  names  of  four  sons  and  seven  daughters  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Demarquis  Dews,  Nancy,  Betsy  Ann,  Alcey,  Judith,  Sibby,  John  C., 
Mary,  Rebecca,  William  C.,  and  Joshua  R.,  not  named  in  the  order  of 
their  births.  As  indicated  earlier,  Demarquis  Dews  Hix  was  the  son  of 
William  Hix’s  first  wife,  Alcey  Dews  Hix.  Being  the  great-great-grandfather 
of  the  writer,  Demarquis  Dews  Hix  is  the  subject  of  the  next  section  of 
this  chapter.  From  William  Hix’s  will,  from  census  reports,  from  tombstone 
inscriptions,  from  family  records,  and  from  court  records  bits  of  informa- 
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tion  have  been  collected  on  William  Hix’s  ten  children  by  his  second  wife, 
Sarah  (Sally)  Collins  Hix.  Their  sketches  follow  in  the  order  of  their  births 
as  best  can  be  determined. 

1.  Nancy  C.  Hix  appears  to  have  been  the  first  child  of  William  and 
Sarah  Collins  Hix.  She  was  born  in  Virginia,  September  18,  1805,  and 
died  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  September  20,  1880.  On  an  unknown 
date  she  married  Thomas  S.  Word,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky,  January 
29,  1807,  and  died  August  28,  1894.  The  above  dates  were  taken  from 
their  monuments  in  the  Word  Family  Cemetery  on  land  near  which  they 
once  lived  but  which  belonged  to  Edward  C.  Parker  in  1959.  A  fist  of 
their  children,  verified  only  partially  by  census  reports  and  wills,  is  as  fol¬ 
lows:  Sarah  J.  Word,  who  was  born  December  14,  1827,  married  Robert 
Hastings,  died  April  8,  1850,  and  was  buried  in  the  Word  Family  Ceme¬ 
tery;  Elizabeth  Word,  whom  the  1850  Census  Report  listed  as  twenty  years 
of  age  in  the  household  of  Thomas  Word;  Cuthbert  C.  Word,  who  was 
listed  in  the  1850  Census  Report  as  eighteen  years  of  age  and  who  later 
was  named  executor  of  his  father’s  will;  Polly  R.  Word,  whose  age  in  1850 
was  listed  as  fourteen  and  who  later  married  William  G.  Smiley  and  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  Ola  Smiley,  who  married  James  R.  Hix,  son  of  Joshua 
Morris  and  Sarah  Caroline  Parks  Hix;  William  H.  Word,  who  was  listed 
in  1850  as  eleven  years  of  age  and  who  later  married  Martha  G.  Hix, 
daughter  of  John  C.  Hix,  and  moved  to  Wichita,  Texas;  and  Sibbie  Ellen 
Word,  who  was  listed  in  1850  as  six  years  of  age  and  who  later  married 
a  Farrar.  The  four  children  named  last  are  named  in  Thomas  S.  Word’s 
will,  which  was  written  October  3,  1883,  and  proved  September  10,  1894 
( Bedford  County  Will  Book  1 ,  pp.  732-733).  Named  also  in  the  will  were 
two  granddaughters  Mary  Ann  Shoffner  and  Jane  Snell,  who  are  not  other¬ 
wise  identified.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Thomas  S.  Word  married 
the  widow  Martha  Jane  Gilliland,  whose  children  were  also  named  in  the 
will.  She  died  in  1913  and  was  buried  in  Old  Flat  Creek  Cemetery. 

2.  Betsy  Ann  Hix,  since  she  was  named  second  in  the  will,  is  thought 
to  have  been  William  and  Sarah  Collins  Hix’s  second  child  and  to  have 
been  born  between  1805  and  1809,  the  birth  years  of  Nancy  C.  and 
John  C.  Hix,  respectively.  Her  father’s  will,  written  in  1833,  indicates  that 
she  had  married  a  man  by  the  name  of  Mallard;  but  Chancery  Court 
records,  resulting  from  litigation  among  Sarah  Collins  Hix’s  heirs,  indicate 
that  by  1 852  the  Betsy  Ann  Mallard  named  in  the  will  of  1 833  had  become 
Betsy  Ann  Alexander,  wife  of  Samuel  Alexander. 

3.  John  C.  Hix  was  definitely  the  oldest  son  of  William  and  Sarah 
Collins  Hix,  and  he  most  likely  was  their  third  child.  Since  his  mother’s 
father  was  named  John  Collins,  his  middle  name  probably  was  Collins; 
but  in  all  records  of  him  the  initial  “C.,”  is  used.  So  far  as  records  are 
concerned,  he  was  the  best  known  of  Sarah  Collins  Hix’s  children.  His 
name  is  found  in  numerous  records  involving  real  estate  transactions  and 
the  administration  of  the  estates  of  deceased  relatives.  His  home  was  on 
the  tract  of  land  which  his  father  had  bought  from  John  Schooler  in  1825 
and  willed  to  John  C.  Hix  in  1833  and  which  Mrs.  Lizzie  Parker  Gammill 
owned  in  1960.  Because  of  John  C.  Hix’s  connection  with  a  real  estate 
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transaction  in  1860,  R.  C.  Couch  certified  on  September  18,  1869,  that 
J.  C.  Hix  had  been  murdered;  but  he  gave  no  date  or  other  particulars. 
On  August  3,  1868,  when  John  C.  Hix  made  his  will,  he  described  himself 
as  “being  unwell.”  This  will  was  proved  on  September  9,  1868,  just  a  little 
more  than  a  month  after  it  was  made.  How  this  fits  into  the  murder  story 
by  R.  C.  Couch  has  not  been  explained. 

John  C.  Hix  married  twice.  His  first  wife  was  named  Ellender  and 
was  buried  on  their  farm  near  the  grave  of  her  daughter  Elizabeth  M.  Hix, 
who  died  July  7,  1852,  at  the  age  of  fourteen.  The  inscription  on  Ellender’s 
monument  is  becoming  illegible;  but  her  birth  date  appears  to  have  been 
January  20,  1813;  her  death  date,  April  29,  1858.  By  the  time  the  census 
was  taken  in  1860,  John  C.  Hix  had  married  Robert  Dixon’s  widow,  Emily 
Holt  Dixon,  the  mother  of  two  sons,  William  Riggs  and  Robert  Baxter 
Dixon.  The  latter  son  married  Louisa  C.  Frost,  daughter  of  the  Reverend 
John  E.  and  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost.  In  .his  will,  John  C.  Hix  named  three 
daughters  as  follows:  Malinda  R.  Hix,  who  married  H.  J.  M.  Holt;  Mar¬ 
tha  G.  Hix,  who  married  William  H.  Word,  her  first  cousin,  and  moved 
with  him  to  Wichita,  Texas;  and  Sarah  Jane  Hix,  who  was  less  than  ten 
years  of  age  when  her  father  died.  She  is  reported  to  have  married  later 
John  Barrett  and  to  have  lived  with  him  a  few  miles  from  Shelby ville,  on 
the  Fayetteville  Pike.  John  C.  Hix’s  two  daughters  named  first  in  his  will 
were  by  his  first  wife;  the  last  by  Emily  Holt  (Dixon)  Hix,  who  lived  until 
April  20,  1900,  and  who  was  buried  in  the  Center  Church  Cemetery  near 
the  grave  of  her  son  William  Riggs  Dixon.  No  inscribed  monument  has 
been  found  for  John  C.  Hix,  but  it  is  assumed  that  he  was  buried  near 
the  grave  of  his  first  wife. 

John  C.  Hix  failed  to  name  in  his  will  his  only  son,  James  Lewis  Hix, 
who  was  born  in  1833,  died  in  Nashville  in  1906,  and  was  buried  in  Willow 
Mount  Cemetery  in  Shelbyville.  It  probably  was  because  John  C.  Hix  had 
already  given  his  son  a  fair  share  of  his  estate,  but  it  may  have  been  due  to 
differences  in  sympathy  during  the  Civil  War.  James  Lewis  Hix  was  Cap¬ 
tain  of  a  company  of  Bedford  County  cavalry  in  the  Union  Army;  whereas, 
most  other  Hixes  in  Bedford  County,  if  not  John  C.  Hix  himself,  sym¬ 
pathized  with  the  Confederacy.  As  if  in  consequence  thereof,  James  Lewis 
Hix  and  all  of  his  children  are  reported  to  have  been  Republican  in  their 
postwar  politics.  After  the  war,  James  Lewis  Hix  moved  from  his  farm  in 
the  Twenty-second  District  to  Shelbyville,  where  he  served  on  the  police 
force  for  many  years.  About  1854  he  married  Hulda  Holt,  daughter  of  one 
of  Bedford  County’s  early  pioneers,  Jordan  Holt.  She  was  born  November 
28,  1836,  and  died  in  Shelbyville,  August  16,  1883.  Eight  children  born 
to  James  Lewis  and  Hulda  Holt  Hix  were  Jordan  Holt,  Margaret  E.,  Eliza¬ 
beth  Frances,  John  C.,  William  I.,  Benjamin  Hiram,  Ludie,  and  Charles  A. 
Hix. 

The  Hix  Block  on  the  south  side  of  the  public  square  in  Shelbyville 
was  named  for  James  Lewis  and  Hulda  Holt  Hix’s  oldest  son,  Jordan  Holt 
Hix,  a  grocer  and  saloon  keeper,  according  to  the  1880  Census  Report, 
who  married  Ada  Harmon,  of  Warren  County,  Tennessee,  January  27, 
1881.  Jordan  Holt  Hix  was  born  August  15,  1855,  and  died  in  Huntsville, 
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Alabama,  September  20,  1905.  His  son  John  H.  Hix,  who  died  March  5, 
1926,  at  43,  married  Viola  McCary  and  became  the  father  of  John  McCary 
Hix,  the  cartoonist  who  originated  the  nationally  syndicated  “Strange  As  It 
Seems,”  and  of  Ernest  Harmon  Hix,  who  continued  this  feature  from  the 
time  of  his  brother’s  death  in  1944  until  his  own  in  1949  or  1950,  when 
his  widow,  Elsie  Hix,  became  its  editor.  Jordan  Holt  and  Ada  Harmon  Hix 
had  another  son,  Emanual  Hawks  Hix  (b.  9-13-1891;  d.  8-3-1946), 
whose  daughter,  Mrs.  Mittie  Hix  Brines,  of  Conroe,  Texas,  has  supplied 
helpful  information  on  this  branch  of  the  Hix  family. 

Benjamin  Hiram  Hix  (b.  11-4-1869;  d.  6-8-1936),  another  son  of 
James  Lewis  and  Hulda  Holt  Hix,  had  a  son,  Harold  Tillman  Hix,  whose 
grandson  Kenneth  C.  Thompson,  Jr.,  acquired  from  older  relatives  the  in¬ 
formation  which  first  made  the  writer  aware  that  Captain  James  Lewis  Hix 
was  the  son  of  John  C.  Hix  and  the  father  of  Jordan  Holt  Hix.  Contacts 
between  this  branch  of  the  Hix  family  and  those  who  remained  in  Bedford 
County  appear  to  have  been  all  but  lost  for  many  years.  ' 

4.  Alcey  Hix,  following  Betsy  Ann  in  their  father’s  will,  was  probably 
William  and  Sarah  Collins  Hix’s  fourth  child.  Neither  her  birth  nor  her 
death  dates  are  known;  but  she  died  before  1852  when  her  widower, 
William  Stewart,  applied  for  “funds  from  the  estate  of  William  and  Sally 
Hix,  deceased,  due  the  heirs  of  Alcey  Stewart,  deceased.”  William  Stewart 
stated  in  his  application  that  the  Probate  Court  of  Lawrence  County, 
Missouri,  had  appointed  him  guardian  of  these  children  whose  names  were 
recorded  as  follows:  John  K.  Stewart,  Sarah  Stewart,  Sibby  Stewart,  Joshua 
Stewart,  and  Martha  Ann  Stewart.  William  and  Alcey  Hix  Stewart  were 
already  married  in  1833,  when  William  Hix  made  his  will. 

5.  Judith  Hix,  who  married  John  Gambell  (or  possibly  Campbell), 
was  probably  the  fifth  child  of  William  and  Sarah  Collins  Hix.  She  was 
already  married  in  1833,  when  her  father  made  his  will.  The  fact  that  her 
husband  was  named  as  one  of  the  litigants  over  the  division  of  William 
and  Sally  Hix’s  estate  in  1852  without  any  mention  of  her  name  could 
possibly  mean  that  she  was  no  longer  living  and  that  John  Gambell  was 
acting  for  her  minor  heirs;  but  this  is  by  no  means  a  certainty.  Nothing  is 
known  about  any  descendants. 

6.  Sibby  Hix  was  married  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hall  at  the  time 
William  Hix,  her  father,  made  his  will  in  1833;  but  in  1852  during  the 
litigation  over  the  estate  by  different  heirs  she  was  called  Sibby  Mallard, 
and  her  name  was  alongside  that  of  Jameson  Mallard,  presumably  her 
husband  at  the  time.  There  is  the  possibility,  however,  that  the  court  clerk 
or  some  other  copyist  got  the  names  of  the  litigants  confused.  It  is  also 
possible  that  some  of  the  litigants  were  grandchildren,  rather  than  children 
of  William  and  Sarah  Collins  Hix,  and  that  they  had  been  named  for  aunts. 

7.  Mary  Ann  Hix  seems  definitely  to  have  been  William  and  Sarah 
Collins  Hix’s  seventh  child.  The  Census  Report  of  1 870  indicates  that  she 
was  born  in  1814  or  1815.  This  is  consistent  with  the  birth  date  of  her 
younger  sister  Rebecca  and  with  the  order  in  which  her  name  appeared  in 
her  father’s  will.  She  would  have  been  about  eighteen  years  of  age  in  1833, 
when  her  father’s  will  was  drafted.  She  was  not  married  at  that  time. 
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Chancery  Court  records  indicate  that  she  was  married  to  John  G.  Philpott 
in  1852  during  the  litigation  over  the  settlement  of  her  parents’  estate. 
The  Census  Report  of  1870  indicates  also  that  she  was  the  mother  of  two 
sons,  William  and  John  Philpott,  ages  twenty-four  and  twenty-two. 

8.  Rebecca  B.  Hix,  eighth  child  and  youngest  daughter  of  William 
and  Sarah  Collins  Hix,  was  not  married  in  1833,  when  her  father  made  his 
will;  but  apparently  she  married  Charles  T.  Philpott  within  the  next  year  or 
two,  since  she  had  a  fourteen-year-old  son  when  the  census  was  taken  in 
1850.  Inscriptions  on  a  joint  monument  in  the  Hart’s  Chapel  Cemetery, 
four  miles  from  Shelbyville  on  the  Murfreesboro  Pike,  provide  the  follow¬ 
ing:  “Our  father,  C.  T.  Philpott,  Born  June  23,  1813;  Died  October  14, 
1896.  Rebecca  B.  Hix,  Wife  of  C.  T.  Philpott,  Born  October  14,  1816; 
Died  August  14,  1905.”  The  children  of  Charles  T.  and  Rebecca  B.  Hix 
Philpott,  as  determined  by  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  were  William, 
John,  Sarah,  Joshua,  Demarcus,  and  Thomas  B.  (Barton)  Philpott.  The 
last  named  was  born  December  7,  1847,  according  to  Goodspeed’s  History 
of  Bedford  County.  He  was  the  grandfather  and  great-grandfather  of 
Mrs.  Ruth  Parsons  Tribble  and  Whitney  Philpott,  respectively,  who  pro¬ 
vided  copies  of  William  Hix’s  will  when  the  writer  made  a  request  for 
same  in  a  letter  to  the  Bedford  County  Times-Gazette  in  1959.  A  copy 
of  this  will  is  included  in  the  Appendix. 

9.  William  C.  (or  G.)  Hix,  William  and  Sarah  Collins  Hix’s  ninth 
child,  was  known  by  his  contemporaries  as  “Buck”  Hix.  Being  a  close 
neighbor  of  his  cousin  William  P.  Hix,  living  not  far  from  his  half-nephew 
William  S.  (Bull)  Hix,  and  being  associated  with  people  who  could  still 
remember  his  father,  William  Hix,  he  could  have  been  expected  to  have 
been  known  by  a  nickname.  According  to  the  inscription  on  his  tombstone 
in  the  Pearson  Family  Cemetery,  he  was  born  May  20,  1818,  and  died 
May  23,  1877.  On  an  unknown  date  he  married  Rosanah  Pearson,  who 
was  born  April  26,  1821,  and  died  February  13,  1895.  According  to  the 
Census  Report  of  1 860,  their  children  were  John,  Joshua,  Sydney,  Sarah, 
Thomas,  and  Charles,  the  first  being  born  about  1838  and  the  last  in  1857. 
Sarah  Hix  married  Elias  Montgomery.  Thomas  Hix  married  a  Dance,  the 
mother  of  Suda  Hix,  who  married  Ernest  Bryant.  Charles  Hix  married  1 ) 
a  Farrar,  the  mother  of  Clara  Hix  and  2)  Delia  Noblitt,  the  mother  of 
Gladys  and  Ruby  Hix. 

10.  Joshua  R.  Hix,  the  last  child  of  William  and  Sarah  Collins  Hix, 
according  to  the  Census  Report,  was  thirty  years  of  age  in  1 850.  This  would 
place  his  birth  date  in  1819  or  1820.  According  to  Reagor  family  records, 
he  married  Nancy  Caroline  Reagor,  daughter  of  James  Brock  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Betsy)  Covey  Reagor,  in  April,  1847.  As  indicated  earlier,  they 
lived  near  the  home  of  Joshua’s  widowed  mother,  later  known  as  the 
“Frost  Place.”  Joshua  R.  Hix  died  in  March,  1852,  and  presumably  was 
buried  in  the  same  private  cemetery  as  his  father  and  mother  on  the  old 
home  place.  None  of  the  grave  stones  now  have  legible  inscriptions. 
Joshua  R.  and  Nancy  Caroline  Reagor  Hix’s  two  children  were  Christopher 
Columbus  Hix,  who  married  his  half-first  cousin  Lucinda  C.  Stanfield, 
and  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hix,  who  married  Robert  Peyton  McGill.  Additional 
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information  on  these  two  children  and  an  account  of  Nancy  Caroline 
Reagor  Hix’s  second  marriage  and  the  resulting  children  are  found  in 
Chapter  V  in  the  section,  The  Children  of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth 
Covey  Reagor. 

Demarquis  Dews  Hix,  Paternal  Ancestor  ( 1802-1872 ) 

Demarquis  Dews  Hix,  son  of  William  and  Alcey  Dews  Hix,  was  born 
in  Halifax  County,  Virginia,  January  3,  1802,  and  died  in  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  September  19,  1872.  On  October  23,  1823,  he  married  Ma- 
hnda  Stewart,  daughter  of  Joshua  Yates  Stewart.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky 
on  January  8,  1804,  died  April  30,  1874,  and  was  buried  beside  her 
husband  in  the  Hix  Family  Cemetery  near  the  home  in  which  they  lived 
throughout  their  married  life. 

Demarquis  Dews  Hix  was  also  known  as  Demarcus  Hix  by  those  who 
were  not  familiar  with  the  proper  spelling  of  his  name,  which  in  many 
records  is  shortened  to  D.  D.  Hix.  His  mother,  Alcey  Dews  Hix,  died 
while  he  was  quite  young  and  was  buried  somewhere  in  Halifax  County, 
Virginia.  Efforts  to  locate  her  grave  and  those  of  her  parents  have  been 
unsuccessful;  but  landmarks  used  in  her  father’s  will  indicate  that  the  home 
place  was  near  the  present  Republican  Grove  in  the  northern  part  of 
Halifax  County,  not  too  far  distant,  perhaps,  from  the  farm  in  Campbell 
County  on  which  D.  D.  Hix’s  paternal  grandfather,  John  Hix,  Sr.,  died  on 
September  24,  1804.  While  D.  D.  Hix  was  less  than  two  years  of  age,  his 
father  married  Sarah  Collins  also  of  Halifax  County. 

Neither  his  mother’s  death  nor  the  migration  of  his  father’s  family  to  . 
Tennessee  caused  D.  D.  Hix  to  be  forgotten  by  his  maternal  grandfather. 
When  John  Dews  made  his  will,  on  January  23,  1816,  he  made  provision 
that  certain  land  and  Negro  slaves  should  go  to  his  wife  Elizabeth  during 
her  “natural  life  or  widowhood”  and  thereafter  should  descend  to  his 
grandson  Demarquis  Hix.  The  will  further  directed  that  other  Negro  slaves 
and  other  property,  including  a  horse,  saddle,  and  bridle,  should  go  im¬ 
mediately  to  this  grandson.  The  will  was  proved  February  25,  1825,  and 
the  executor  was  placed  under  $20,000  bond.  The  inheritance  of  his  part 
of  his  maternal  grandfather’s  estate  was  a  factor  in  making  D.  D.  Hix  a 
more  wealthy  man  than  his  father  or  any  of  his  half-brothers  who  grew  up 
with  him  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community. 

Little  is  known  about  D.  D.  Hix’s  boyhood  days.  He  was  approxi¬ 
mately  eight  years  of  age  when  the  Hix  family  moved  from  Campbell 
or  Halifax  County,  Virginia,  to  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  to  make  a 
new  home  in  the  wilderness.  He  grew  up  with  his  half-brothers  and  half- 
sisters  on  the  William  Hix  Place  which  in  later  years  he  bought  for  his 
eldest  daughter,  whom  he  named  for  his  long  deceased  mother,  Alcey  Dews 
Hix.  In  1823,  after  he  had  become  twenty-one  years  of  age,  three  mem¬ 
orable  events  of  his  life  took  place.  He  took  a  trip  to  Halifax  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  where  on  August  25,  he  sold  to  Ezekiel  Dews  the  land  due  him  from 
the  John  Dews  estate  ( Halifax  County  Deed  Book  31,  p.  584).  This  was 
less  than  two  years  before  the  elder  Dews’s  will  was  proved.  It  is  likely 
that  D.  D.  Hix’s  grandmother  Elizabeth  Dews  had  already  died.  No  doubt 
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John  Dews  approved  of  the  sale  when  his  grandson  told  him  what  he 
planned  to  do  when  he  returned  to  Tennessee.  It  is  likely  also  that  D.  D. 
Hix  took  with  him,  when  he  returned,  some  of  the  Negroes  who  were  a 
part  of  his  inheritance.  On  October  9,  1823,  D.  D.  Hix  (Demarquis  Hicks 
in  the  deed)  purchased  from  Moses  Prewett  the  land  on  which  he  made 
his  home  for  the  remainder  of  his  life  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  Q, 
p.  372).  On  October  23,  of  that  year,  as  previously  pointed  out,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Malinda  Stewart.  The  home  which  they  built  stood  until  a  few  years 
ago  and  was  occupied  for  many  years  by  their  grandson  Benjamin  Franklin 
Hix.  It  stood  on  what  was  later  known  as  the  Frank  Hix  Hill  and  faced  the 
Hix  Cemetery.  It  was  on  the  old  Flat  Creek  and  Shelby ville  Turnpike,  a 
few  hundred  yards  north  of  the  junction  with  the  New  Hope  Road. 

Demarquis  Dews  Hix  acquired  quite  a  bit  of  land  which  was  dis¬ 
tributed  among  his  children  both  before  and  after  his  death.  In  addition 
to  that  previously  mentioned,  he  bought-land  from  Jane  Reynolds  in  1829 
( Deed  Book  AA,  p.  201),  from  William  Kizer  in  1835  ( Deed  Book  EE, 
p.  239),  from  Alfred  Campbell  {Deed  Book  FF,  p.  159),  and  from  H.  F. 
Hastings  in  1840  ( Deed  Book  JJ,  p.  427).  Although  the  Courthouse  Fire 
of  1863  destroyed  the  record  of  such  a  transaction,  it  is  obvious  that  D.  D. 
Hix  purchased  from  the  heirs  of  his  half-brother  Joshua  R.  Hix  and  gave 
to  his  daughter  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost  the  William  Hix  Place,  which  later 
became  known  as  “the  old  Frost  Place.” 

On  April  20,  1867,  two  years  after  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  D.  D. 
Hix  made  his  will  to  which  a  codicil  was  added  on  September  1,  1870. 
His  death  on  September  19,  1872,  was  due  to  a  cancer  on  his  forehead. 
Malinda,  his  wife,  survived  him  less  than  two  years,  until  April  30,  1874. 
Their  son-in-law  the  Reverend  John  E.  Frost  gave  each  of  them  an  elo¬ 
quent  tribute  in  obituary  columns  at  the  times  of  their  deaths.  These  were 
later  printed  together  under  the  heading,  “In  Memoriam  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
D.  D.  Hix.”  Significant  among  the  statements  about  D.  D.  Hix  was  this 
one:  “His  house  has  been  a  home  for  Baptist  ministers  for  forty-two  years; 
his  acquaintance  was  quite  extensive  among  his  brethren,  whom  he  loved, 
and  of  whom  he  often  spake  during  his  confinement.” 

The  Children  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix 

William  Stewart  Hix,  oldest  child  of. Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda 
Stewart  Hix,  is  quoted  in  Goodspeed’s  History  of  Bedford  County  as  stating 
that  his  father  was  the  father  of  twelve  children  all  of  whom  lived  to  ma¬ 
turity.  The  large  family  of  children,  along  with  the  children  of  his  slaves, 
was  often  the  subject  of  humorous  reference.  There  was  an  old  rhyme 
which  ran  thus: 

“D.  D.  Hix 
In  the  middle  of  a  fix, 

Three  children  born  and  three  married 
In  the  year  ’46.” 

Two  of  the  marriages  were  Alcey  Dews  Hix  to  John  E.  Frost  and 
Louisa  B.  Hix  to  Dr.  William  J.  Gordon.  The  third  one  probably  was  that 
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of  Martha  G.  Hix  to  Mitchel  E.  W.  Dunaway.  Since  no  other  child  with 
the  exception  of  Elizabeth,  who  married  William  F.  Woosley,  is  believed 
to  have  been  born  to  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix  in  1846 
and  since  there  is  no  certainty  of  the  third  marriage  that  year,  it  is  assumed 
that  two  of  the  births  and  possibly  one  of  the  marriages  were  among  D.  D. 
Hix’s  Negro  families.  In  his  will  D.  D.  Hix  named  outright  seven  of  his 
children  as  follows:  William  Hix,  Alcey  D.  Frost,  Louisa  B.  Gordon,  Mar¬ 
tha  G.  Dunaway,  James  B.  Hix,  D.  G.  Hix,  and  Elizabeth  M.  Hix,  whom 
he  designated  in  the  codicil  two  years  later  as  Elizabeth  M.  Woosley.  He 
named  another  by  his  reference  to  “the  heirs  of  John  D.  Hix.”  Acknowl¬ 
edgement  of  two  other  children  in  the  naming  of  two  grandchildren  Lu¬ 
cinda  C.  Stanfield,  daughter  of  Ellen  Hix  Stanfield,  and  James  D.  Reagor, 
son  of  Frances  Hix  Reagor,  brings  to  ten  the  number  of  children  named 
or  acknowledged  in  the  will.  This  leaves  two  whose  names  must  come  from 
sources  other  than  the  will.  The  name  of  one  of  these  is  easily  verified  by 
the  inscription  on  her  monument  in  the  Hix  Family  Cemetery:  “Lucinda  S. 
Landess,  wife  of  H.  H.  Landess  and  daughter  of  D.  D.  and  Malinda 
Hix.  .  .  The  name  of  the  twelfth  child — not  in  the  order  of  births  but 
from  the  standpoint  of  identification — is  not  so  well  established;  but  he  is 
thought  to  have  been  Joshua  Yates  Hix,  whose  identity  as  the  third  child 
of  this  family  is  attempted  in  his  sketch,  which  follows  in  third  place  among 
the  sketches  of  the  other  children  of  this  family. 

From  the  will  already  mentioned,  from  family  Bible  records,  from 
tombstone  inscriptions,  from  census  reports,  from  court  records,  and  from 
family  traditions,  bits  of  information  have  been  assembled  which  make 
possible  the  following  sketches  on  each  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda 
Stewart  Hix’s  twelve  children. 

1.  William  Stewart  Hix,  first  child  in  the  family,  was  born  May  14, 
1825,  and  died  March  9,  1913.  “Uncle  Bull,”  as  he  was  known  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  relatives  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community,  was  married  three  times 
and  was  the  father  of  a  large  family  of  children.  His  first  wife,  the  mother 
of  all  of  his  children,  was  Martha  Ann  Word,  daughter  of  Edmond  and 
Asenath  Smith  Word.  Goodspeed’s  History  of  Bedford  County  reports  that 
the  marriage  of  William  S.  Hix  and  Martha  Ann  Word  took  place  in  1847. 
Little  is  known  about  Nettie  Price,  Uncle  Bull’s  second  wife,  whom  he 
married  January  5,  1895.  The  third  wife  was  Sallie  Booth.  In  the  Hix 
Cemetery  is  a  double  monument  with  two  inscriptions:  “W.  S.  Hix,  Born 
May  14,  1825,  Died  March  9,  1913,”  and  “Martha  Ann,  Wife  of  W.  S. 
Hix,  Born  Jany.  5,  1827,  Died  April  14,  1894.”  On  a  nearby  stone  is 
this  inscription:  “Sallie  Wife  of  W.  S.  Hix,  Jan.  1,  1848,  March  25,  1907.” 
William  Stewart  and  Martha  Ann  Word  Hix’s  seven  children  who  lived 
to  maturity  and  reared  families  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community  were  Ben¬ 
jamin  Franklin  (Frank),  Demarcus  Dews  (Dee),  William  Word  (Will), 
Alcey  Catherine  (Kate),  Mary  Elizabeth  (Mollie),  Joseph  Joshua  (Bud), 
and  Lillie  Ann  Hix.  A  brief  sketch  on  each  follows. 

Benjamin  Franklin  {Frank)  Hix,  son  of  William  Stewart  and  Mar¬ 
tha  Ann  Word  Hix,  was  born  August  7,  1851,  and  died  July  5,  1916.  On 
August  4,  1874,  he  married  Kate  Parks,  who  was  born  August  28,  1853, 
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and  died  January  5,  1921.  They  lived  in  the  old  Demarquis  Dews  Hix 
home  and  were  buried  in  the  nearby  Hix  Cemetery.  Their  children  were 
Charles  (Zeek),  who  did  not  marry;  Fannie,  who  married  James  Gam- 
mill  and  became  the  mother  of  Frank,  Parks,  and  Annie  Ruth  Gammill; 
and  Birdie,  who  married  Rutledge  Logan  but  had  no  children.  Annie  Ruth 
Gammill,  who  married  Lipscomb  Noblitt,  assisted  in  the  collection  of  in¬ 
formation  on  the  Hix  and  Reagor  families.  Parks  Gammill  married  the 
writer’s  first  cousin  Mary  Frost  Driskill,  and  Frank  married  Alliene  Clark. 

Demarcus  Dews  Hix,  son  of  William  Stewart  and  Martha  Ann  Word 
Hix,  was  usually  known  as  “Dee”  or  by  his  initials,  “D.  D.”  He  was 
born  September  13,  1855,  and  died  December  26,  1934.  On  September  6, 
1877,  he  married  Maude  Hale,  who  was  born  February  1,  1858,  and 
died  November  29,  1923.  They  are  buried  in  the  Old  Flat  Creek  Ceme¬ 
tery.  Born  to  them  were  Nannie,  who  married  Robert  S.  Hudson  and  be¬ 
came  the  mother  of  Dorothy  Hudson;  Ethel,  who  married  Hugh  Alexander 
McCauley  and  became  the  mother  of  Annie  May,  Hugh  Hix,  John  D.,  and 
Gates  Whitney  McCauley;  and  Edna,  who  did  not  marry. 

William  (Will)  Word  Hix,  son  of  William  Stewart  and  Martha  Ann 
Word  Hix,  was  born  January  20,  1858,  and  died  October  19,  1926.  He 
married  Frances  (Fannie)  Elizabeth  Reagor,  daughter  of  Elijah  Anthony 
and  Martha  Ann  Bearden  Reagor.  She  was  born  in  1861  and  died  Febru¬ 
ary  11,  1934.  They  are  buried  in  the  Hix  Cemetery.  Their  children  were 
Ernest  Levoy,  who  died  young;  William  Claude,  who  married  Louise  Love 
and  became  the  father  of  William  Claude,  Jr.,  Ernest,  and  Jean  Hix;  Lena 
Vivian,  who  married  Doyle  Parker  and  became  the  mother  of  Allie  Reagor 
and  Sarah  Frances  Parker;  Aetna  Gertrude,  who  married  James  L.  Bomar 
and  became  the  mother  of  James  L.,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Earl  Bomar. 

Alcey  Catherine  (Kate)  Hix,  daughter  of  William  Stewart  and  Mar¬ 
tha  Ann  Word  Hix,  was  one  of  triplets  born  March  1,  1860.  One  of  the 
triplets,  Marcia  Jane,  died  in  infancy.  Louisa  F.,  Kate’s  other  triplet  sister, 
died  at  sixteen.  On  October  17,  1878,  Kate  Hix  married  George  Franklin 
Shofner,  who  was  born  January  4,  1854,  and  died  May  22,  1942.  Born  to 
this  union  were  Albert,  who  died  young;  Nora,  who  married  Charles  S. 
Ramsey;  Roscoe,  who  married  Nelle  Davidson;  Esther,  who  married  Ever¬ 
ett  Roberts;  Maggie,  who  married  Herbert  Wiggins;  and  Catherine,  who 
married  Dr.  Ernest  White  Patton.  Kate  Hix  Shofner  died  September  4, 
1 890,  and  was  buried  in  the  Hix  Cemetery.  Later  George  Franklin  Shofner 
married  Mary  Porter,  who  became  the  mother  of  Porter  Shofner,  who 
married  Sarah  Wiggins.  George  Franklin  and  Mary  Porter  Shofner  are 
buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery  at  Flat  Creek.  George  Franklin  Shofner 
was  the  son  of  William  J.  and  Rhoda  Boone  Shofner. 

Mary  Elizabeth  (Mollie)  Hix,  daughter  of  William  Stewart  and  Mar¬ 
tha  Ann  Word  Hix,  was  bom  June  12,  1863,  and  died  May  3,  1953.  On 
September  24,  1887,  she  married  William  Newman  Bearden,  son  of  Wynn 
and  Elizabeth  Tribble  Bearden.  He  was  born  February  11,  1859,  and 
died  June  19,  1936.  They  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery,  in 
Shelbyville.  Born  to  them  were  Eva,  who  did  not  marry;  Roy  Newman,  who 
married  Margaret  Edward  Fisher;  and  Lillie,  who  married  James  H.  Wil- 
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liams.  Both  Eva  and  Roy  Bearden  contributed  to  the  assembling  of  in¬ 
formation  on  the  Hix  and  Bearden  families. 

Joseph  Joshua  {Bud)  Hix,  son  of  William  Stewart  and  Martha  Ann 
Word  Hix,  was  born  January  5,  1868,  and  died  June  7,  1951.  On  May  15, 
1894,  he  married  Fannie  Lois  Parker,  daughter  of  John  Benjamin  and 
Rosanah  Margaret  Reagor  Parker.  She  was  born  December  8,  1870,  and 
died  June  20,  1941.  They  are  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery  at  Flat  Creek. 
Their  children  are  Demarquis  (Mark)  Brock,  who  married  Ela  Reagor, 
daughter  of  George  Bibb  and  Lou  Noblitt  Reagor;  Rosanah,  who  married 
W.  F.  Wolfe;  William  Parker,  who  married  Daisye  Mai  Wiley;  and  Helen, 
who  married  Carl  Jordan  Hale. 

Lillie  Ann  Hix,  daughter  of  William  Stewart  and  Martha  Ann  Word 
Hix,  was  born  February  15,  1871,  and  was  living  in  1960.  She  has  fur¬ 
nished  much  pertinent  information  for  these  sketches.  On  August  11,  1892, 
she  married  James  Alexander  Kimbro,  who  was  born  September  6,  1858, 
and  died  February  26,  1927.  He  is  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery,  in 
Shelbyville.  They  had  one  son,  Dewey  Kimbro,  who  married  1 )  Addie 
Dean  and  2)  Evalyn  Simmons. 

2.  Alcey  Dews  Hix,  second  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda 
Stewart  Hix  and  the  writer’s  great-grandmother,  was  named  for  her  pa¬ 
ternal  grandmother.  She  was  born  September  29,  1826,  and  died  Septem¬ 
ber  6,  1899.  On  August  6,  1846,  she  married  John  Ebenezer  Frost,  son 
of  Ebenezer  B.  and  Nancy  Wright  Frost.  He  was  born  April  7,  1825,  and 
died  March  26,  1904.  They  are  buried  in  the  Hix  Cemetery.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  who  lived  to  maturity  and  marriage  were  Louisa  Caroline  Frost,  who 
married  Robert  Baxter  Dixon;  Joshua  Wright  Frost,  who  married  Mary 
Ellen  Reagor;  Mary  Fannie  Frost,  who  married  Andrew  Haynes;  John 
Gordon  Frost,  who  married  Mattie  Coleman;  and  Martha  E.  Frost,  who 
married  John  Newton  Dunaway.  Brief  sketches  on  each  of  these  children 
and  much  more  biographical  information  on  John  E.  and  Alcey  Dews  Hix 
Frost,  the  writer’s  great-grandparents,  are  found  in  the  John  Ebenezer 
Frost  section  of  Chapter  I. 

3.  Joshua  Yates  Hix  has  not  been  identified  as  the  third  child  of 
Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix  to  the  complete  satisfaction 
of  the  writer;  but  circumstantial  evidence  is  so  convincing  as  to  leave  little 
room  for  doubt.  In  1850  the  census  taker  listed  in  the  home  of  John  E. 
and  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost  a  Joshua  Hix,  age  twenty-three.  This  would 
place  the  year  of  his  birth  as  1827,  one  year  after  Alcey ’s  birth  and  two 
years  before  the  birth  of  the  next  child  in  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda 
Stewart  Hix’s  family.  Unless  otherwise  identified,  any  twenty-three-year- 
old  man  by  the  name  of  Hix  living  in  Alcey  Dews  Hix  Frost’s  home  might 
well  be  assumed  to  be  her  brother.  Joshua  was  an  exceedingly  popular 
name  among  the  early  Hix  families  in  Bedford  County.  This  is  due  in  part 
to  the  memory  of  a  wealthy  uncle,  Joshua  Morris,  of  Charlotte  County, 
Virginia,  whose  widow’s  estate  descended  to  a  number  relatives.  Demarquis 
Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix  had  an  even  more  compelling  reason  for 
naming  a  son  Joshua,  for  according  to  family  tradition,  Malinda’s  father 
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was  Joshua  Yates  Stewart.  Yet  Demarquis  Dews  seems  to  have  been  the 
only  Hix  of  two  generations  who  is  not  definitely  known  to  have  named  a 
son  Joshua. 

Nowhere  on  record,  so  far  as  the  writer  has  been  able  to  determine, 
is  the  name,  Joshua  Yates  Hix,  spelled  out  in  full;  but  the  initials,  “J.  Y.,” 
certainly  unusual,  are  found  in  at  least  two  records.  Neither  of  these  is 
incompatible  with  the  Census  Report  of  1850  or  with  the  theory  that 
Demarquis  Dews  had  a  son  named  Joshua  Yates  Hix.  The  August  (1852) 
Term  of  Bedford  County  Court  ( Court  Minutes,  p.  495)  ordered  that 
J.  Y.  Hix  be  released  from  paying  double  tax  on  sixty  acres  of  land  in 
the  Twentieth  Civil  District  and  that  he  pay  single  tax  on  same.  On  record 
also  is  a  reference  to  the  settlement  of  J.  Y.  Hix’s  estate  by  the  administra¬ 
tor,  Mike  Shofner,  on  June  25,  1868  ( Bedford  County  Settlements 
Book  A,  pp.  122  and  123).  Attention  was  also  called  to  the  fact  that  the 
deceased  had  made  a  note  for  $160.20  due  D.  D.  Hix.  The  fact  that  neither 
J.  Y.  Hix  nor  his  heirs  are  mentioned  in  D.  D.  Hix’s  will  is  a  strong  indica¬ 
tion  that  he  died  without  children  before  April  20,  1867,  the  date  on 
which  the  will  was  written.  The  fact  that  Mike  Shofner,  rather  than  one 
of  J.  Y.  Hix’s  brothers,  was  appointed  administrator  of  his  estate,  would 
lead  one  to  believe  that  J.  Y.  Hix  was  survived  by  a  childless  widow  who 
was  closely  related  to  Mike  Shofner.  These  two  conjectures  were  developed 
without  the  benefit  of  Shofner  family  records  which  later  were  found  to 
offer  explanation  to  some  of  the  relationships.  In  the  History  of  John  Shof¬ 
ner  and  His  Descendants,  by  C.  L.  Shoffner,  on  Page  90,  Joshua  Hicks 
(Hix)  is  listed  as  the  first  husband  of  Michael  (Mike)  Shoffner’s  daughter 
Ann  E.  Shoffner.  The  year  given  for  the  marriage  is  1859,  and  the  year 
for  Joshua  Hix’s  death  is  1861.  No  children  were  listed  for  this  marriage. 
In  1864  the  widow  married  Jordan  Holt,  for  whom  she  bore  seven  children 
who  settled  in  Texas  and  Oklahoma.  Joshua  Hix’s  death  without  children 
in  1861  and  the  remarriage  of  his  widow  in  1864  provide  sufficient  reasons 
why  neither  Joshua  Hix’s  name  nor  that  of  his  heirs  were  mentioned  in 
his  father’s  will  in  1867.  The  delay  of  seven  years  from  his  death  in  1861 
until  the  settling  of  his  estate  in  1868  probably  was  due  to  the  Civil  War. 

4.  Louisa  B.  Hix,  fourth  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda 
Stewart  Hix,  was  born  August  2,  1829,  and  died  August  25,  1911.  She 
was  known  by  a  great  number  of  relatives  as  “Aunt  Pink.”  In  1846  she 
married  Dr.  William  Gordon,  who  was  born  February  16,  1813,  and  died 
August  21,  1875.  They  are  buried  in  the  Hix  Cemetery.  They  had  two 
children,  whose  brief  sketches  follow. 

Doshia  Gordon  married  John  F.  Shoffner  on  September  7,  1876. 
Their  son  Gordon  Shoffner  was  the  father  of  Gordy  Shoffner. 

Richard  D.  Gordon  married  Callie  Burrow  in  1875.  Their  children 
were  Euphus,  William  (Will)  F.,  Clawson  (Closs)  R.,  Albert  (Ab)  P., 
Anna  Berce,  Grace,  and  Kathleen  Gordon.  Will  and  Closs  Gordon  reared 
families  in  the  Flat  Creek  Community.  Will  married  Margie  Evins,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Wesley  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Bearden  Evins.  Their  children  were 
Cecil  (female),  Lacy,  Leo,  Felix,  and  Hoyle  Gordon.  The  entire  family 
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moved  to  California  in  1923.  Closs  Gordon  married  Myrtle  Stephens, 
daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and  Louisa  Hix  Stephens.  Their  children  were 
Audra  Mai,  Richard,  and  Mildred  Gordon. 

5.  Martha  G.  Hix,  fifth  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stew¬ 
art  Hix,  was  born  April  12,  1831,  and  died  March  7,  1895.  She  is  buried 
in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery  in  Shelbyville.  On  an  unknown  date  before 
1850,  thought  probably  to  have  been  in  1846,  she  married  Mitchell  E.  W. 
Dunaway,  who  for  a  number  of  years  was  Register  of  Deeds  for  Bedford 
County.  No  record  has  been  found  for  his  birth  or  death;  but  Dunnaway 
Street  in  Shelbyville  apparently  was  named  for  him.  If  the  Census  Report 
of  1850  was  correct,  he  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  1821  or  1822.  Margaret 
Dunaway,  a  six-year-old  girl  listed  in  his  home  by  the  1850  Census  Re¬ 
port,  probably  was  a  daughter  by  a  previous  marriage,  for  it  is  hardly 
likely  that  Martha  G.  Hix  Dunaway  at  the  age  of  nineteen  would  be  the 
mother  of  a  six-year-old  child.  Of  course,  there  is  the  possibility  that  the 
child’s  age  was  reported  incorrectly. 

6.  Lucinda  S.  Hix,  sixth  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda 
Stewart  Hix,  was  born  October  6,  1832,  and  died  July  8,  1852.  She  is 
buried  in  the  Hix  Cemetery,  where  her  monument  provides  these  dates. 
On  December  3,  1850,  she  married  H.  H.  Landess,  who  was  born  July 
22,  1818.  Henry  D.  Landess,  a  son,  was  born  in  1851  and  died  July  16, 
1852,  eight  days  after  his  mother’s  death.  On  May  24,  1853,  H.  H. 
Landess  married  Susan  C.  Campbell,  daughter  of  Alfred  and  Sallie 
Reeves  Campbell.  She  was  born  May  10,  1835,  according  to  Good- 
speed’s  History  of  Bedford  County,  the  source  of  other  information  on  this 
family. 

7.  John  D.  Hix,  seventh  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda 
Stewart  Hix,  was  listed  as  sixteen  years  of  age  in  the  Census  Report  of 
1850.  This  would  place  his  birth  date  during  1833  or  1834  and  would  pro¬ 
vide  even  spacing  between  the  sixth  and  eighth  children  of  this  family.  No 
record  has  been  found  which  indicates  whom  or  when  he  married.  Neither 
is  the  date  of  his  death  known;  but  when  his  father,  D.  D.  Hix,  made 
his  will,  on  April  20,  1867,  “the  heirs  of  John  D.  Hix”  were  mentioned 
though  not  named.  Why  D.  D.  Hix  named  two  grandchildren,  Lucinda  C. 
Stanfield  and  James  D.  Reagor,  without  naming  the  heirs  of  John  D.  Hix  is 
not  known.  All  efforts  to  determine  their  names  have  been  unsuccessful. 
They  probably  were  girls  whose  identity  has  been  lost  through  marriage. 
Court  records  indicate  that  John  D.  Hix  was  living  as  late  as  December  27, 
1858,  by  a  note  which  he  made  on  that  date  but  which  his  mother  returned 
to  his  heirs  without  the  payment  of  interest  f Bedford  County  Court  Min¬ 
utes  Book  B,  p.  237). 

8.  Ellen  Hix,  eighth  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart 
Hix,  was  born  July  13,  1836,  and  died  from  typhoid  fever  on  August  30, 
1855.  On  an  unknown  date,  probably  in  1854,  she  married  Thomas  J. 
Stanfield,  whose  birth  and  death  dates  are  not  known  by  the  writer.  To 
this  union  was  born  one  daughter,  Lucinda  C.  Stanfield,  who  according 
to  the  Census  Reports  of  1870  and  1880,  was  born  in  1855,  the  year  of 
her  mother’s  death,  or  the  year  earlier.  She  probably  was  named  for  her 
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aunt  who  had  died  in  1852.  What  became  of  Thomas  J.  Stanfield  after 
the  death  of  his  wife  is  not  known  by  the  writer.  In  1870  the  census  taker 
listed  Lucinda  Stanfield,  a  fifteen-year-old  girl,  living  in  the  home  of  her 
maternal  grandparents,  D.  D.  and  Malinda  Hix;  but  in  1860  she  was  not 
listed  in  that  household.  This  variation  in  the  two  census  reports  creates 
the  speculation  that  Lucinda  Stanfield  probably  was  living  with  her  father 
in  1860  but  that  he  had  died  by  1870.  By  1880  she  was  living  with  her 
half-first  cousin  Christopher  Columbus  Hix,  whom  she  had  married  some 
time  previously.  He  was  the  son  of  Joshua  R.  and  Nancy  Caroline  Reagor 
Hix,  previously  sketched  in  this  chapter. 

9.  Frances  C.  Hix,  ninth  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stew¬ 
art  Hix,  was  born  December  11,  1838,  and  died  October  16,  1860.  She  is 
buried  in  the  Hix  Family  Cemetery  near  the  graves  of  her  parents  and  her 
sisters  Lucinda  and  Ellen,  who  also  died  during  the  early  years  of  their 
marriage.  On  an  unknown  date,  probably  in  1857,  Frances  C.  Hix  mar¬ 
ried  William  Jefferson  Reagor,  son  of  James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  (Betsy) 
Covey  Reagor.  He  was  born  March  9,  1832,  died  October  25,  1874,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Shook  Graveyard.  To  this  union  was  born  James  D. 
Reagor.  More  about  William  Jefferson  Reagor,  his  son  James  D.  Reagor, 
and  his  second  marriage  is  found  in  Chapter  V  in  the  section,  Children  of 
James  Brock  and  Elizabeth  Covey  Reagor. 

10.  James  Blakemore  Hix,  tenth  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Ma¬ 
linda  Stewart  Hix,  was  born  March  15,  1842,  and  died  January  27,  1918. 
On  an  unknown  date,  probably  in  1865,  he  married  Sarah  Caroline  Bear¬ 
den,  the  daughter  of  John  T.  and  Jane  Floyd  Bearden,  who  are  sketched 
in  the  Eli  M.  Bearden  and  his  Family  section  of  Chapter  IX.  She  was  born 
February  2,  1846,  and  died  May  29,  1909.  James  Blakemore  and  Sarah 
Caroline  Bearden  Hix  are  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery,  in  Shelby- 
ville.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children.  Eugene  M.  Hix,  their  first¬ 
born,  was  born  April  19,  1866,  and  died  September  23,  1961.  At  the  age 
of  ninety-four  in  1960  he  was  able  to  provide  helpful  information  for  these 
narratives.  He  married  1)  Ella  Waggoner,  sister  of  Tom  Waggoner, 
2)  Mrs.  Nettie  Osborne  Green,  and  3)  Bessie  Alexander,  who  had  been 
married  previously  to  Elroid  Mallard  and  George  McEwin.  Other  children 
born  to  James  Blakemore  and  Sarah  Caroline  Bearden  Hix  were  John 
Dunaway  Hix,  who  married  and  lived  in  or  near  Alpine,  Texas;  Theodocia 
(Doshia)  Hix,  who  married  Dennis  Parks;  Eunice  Hix,  who  married  Allen 
Wallace;  Belle  Hix,  who  married  Horace  Shearin;  Lizzy  Hix,  who  married 
Quail  Nance;  Alberta  (Berta)  Hix,  who  married  Ira  Stephens;  and  Law- 
son  Hix,  who  grew  to  manhood  but  who  did  not  marry. 

1 1 .  Demarcus  Gordon  Hix,  eleventh  child  of  Demarquis  Dews  and 
Malinda  Stewart  Hix,  was  referred  to  in  his  father’s  will  and  in  most  other 
records  of  him  as  D.  G.  Hix;  but  the  Census  Report  of  1850,  as  well  as  the 
one  ten  years  later,  has  him  fisted  as  Demarcus  Hix.  He  was  born  Decem¬ 
ber  24,  1843,  and  died  January  14,  1923.  On  November  15,  1866,  he 
married  Jennie  C.  Burnett,  daughter  of  Joe  and  Charity  Clardy  Burnett. 
She  was  born  June  26,  1843,  and  died  December  3,  1922.  Land  and  census 
records  indicate  D.  G.  and  Jennie  Burnett  Hix  spent  the  early  years  of 
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their  married  life  within  the  vicinity  of  the  old  Hix  Mill,  in  the  Flat  Creek 
Community.  On  September  6,  1882,  they  sold  land  “near  George  Shofner’s 
land”  to  B.  F.  (Frank)  Hix,  other  land  to  J.  J.  Hurst  on  September  24, 
1884,  and  ten  acres  to  A.  B.  Hix,  colored,  on  January  19,  1877  {Bedford 
County  Deed  Books  for  those  years).  In  1960  no  one  could  be  found  in 
the  Flat  Creek  Community  who  remembered  this  family.  Eugene  M.  Hix, 
D.  G.  Hix’s  ninety-four-year-old  nephew  of  Shelbyville,  however,  was  able 
to  report  that  the  family  had  moved  to  Giles  County,  Tennessee.  Eventually 
contact  was  made  with  their  only  surviving  child,  eighty-four-year-old 
Myrtle  Hix  Dunavant,  who  provided  the  birth,  marriage,  and  death  dates 
used  above.  She  also  reported  the  removal  from  Flat  Creek,  in  Bedford 
County,  to  Pigeon  Roost,  in  Giles  County,  in  1885.  On  a  tombstone  in 
the  Zion  Cemetery,  near  the  Zion  Baptist  Church,  in  Giles  County,  is  this 
inscription:  “D.  G.  Hix,  Corp.  Co.  K  41  Tenn.,  Born  1843,  Died  1923.” 
(“Co.  K  41  Tenn.”  was  the  unit  in  which  at  least  three  other  Flat  Creek 
men,  named  in  these  narratives,  also  served — Captain  Little  Berry  Logan, 
George  Allen  Reagor,  and  William  Jefferson  Reagor.)  Jennie  Burnett  Hix 
is  likewise  buried  in  this  cemetery.  D.  G.  and  Jennie  Burnett  Hix’s  chil¬ 
dren  were  as  follows:  Harry  Hix,  who  never  married;  Ida  Hix,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Tom  Hastings  and  had  descendants  living  in  Giles  County  in  1960; 
Myrtle  Hix,  who  married  Tom  Dunavant  and  who  was  living  in  Giles 
County  in  1960;  and  Albert  Hix,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three. 

12.  Elizabeth  M.  Hix  was  the  last-born  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Ma- 
linda  Stewart  Hix’s  twelve  children.  She  was  born  July  8,  1846,  and  died 
February  4,  1925.  On  April  20,  1867,  when  her  father  wrote  his  will,  she 
had  not  married  and  was  named  in  the  will  as  Elizabeth  M.  Hix;  but  she 
must  have  married  within  less  than  a  year,  for  her  first  child,  Fannie  B. 
Woosley,  was  born  December  26,  1868.  She  had  married  William  F.  Woos- 
ley,  who  was  born  September  17,  1835,  and  died  August  18,  1903.  Her 
father  acknowledged  her  marriage  in  a  codicil  on  September  1,  1870.  She 
was  given  “forty  acres  of  the  Campbell  tract”  in  the  name  of  Elizabeth  M. 
Woosley.  William  F.  and  Elizabeth  (Lizzie)  Hix  Woosley  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren.  All  of  them  had  died  before  1960,  and  none  of  them  left  children. 
Stella  E.  Woosley,  their  last-born  child,  was  also  the  last  to  die — on  Sep¬ 
tember  14,  1955.  Since  July  28,  1935,  she  had  been  the  second  wife  of 
Reuben  T.  Shofner,  who  provided  the  writer  with  the  Woosley  Bible  record 
from  which  the  birth  and  death  dates  of  William  F.  and  Elizabeth  Hix 
Woosley  were  obtained.  Through  his  marriage  to  Stella  Woosley,  Reu¬ 
ben  T.  Shofner  gained  life  possession  of  the  land  (near  the  Center  Church) 
which  Demarquis  Dews  Hix  gave  to  his  daughter  Elizabeth  M.  Hix  Woos¬ 
ley.  The  Woosley  children,  not  already  named,  were  Fannie  B.,  Ma- 
linda  D.,  Walter  E.,  William  B.,  Ernest  M.,  and  Emma  L.  Woosley. 

The  sketches  of  Demarquis  Dews  and  Malinda  Stewart  Hix’s  twelve 
children  bring  to  a  normal  close  the  narratives  on  this  branch  of  the  Hix 
family,  for  in  the  writer’s  ancestry  Hix  became  Frost  when  Alcey  Dews 
Hix  married  John  Ebenezer  Frost.  The  writer  has  an  even  closer  interest, 
however,  in  another  branch  of  the  Hix  family.  His  mother,  nee  Manerva 
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Angeline  (Angie)  Hix,  also  was  a  descendant  of  John  and  Sibeller  Hix- of 
Campbell  County,  Virginia.  The  remainder  of  this  chapter,  therefore,  is 
focused  upon  his  maternal  branch  of  the  Hix  family. 

John  Hix,  Junior,  Maternal  Ancestor 

John  Hix,  Jr.,  son  of  John  and  Sibeller  Hix  and  father  of  William 
Penn  and  Joshua  Morris  Hix,  has  been  a  most  elusive  ancestor.  For  many 
years  previous  to  the  writer’s  efforts,  Hu  R.  Hix  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  one 
of  John  Hix,  Jr.’s,  great-grandsons,  went  to  considerable  effort  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  birth  place,  parents,  marriage,  date  of  death,  and  other  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  this  ancestor.  The  writer  began  his  own  research  on  John 
Hix  in  the  winter  of  1958.  For  some  time  he  was  unable  to  find  a  single 
piece  of  documentary  evidence  that  John  Hix  had  ever  lived.  Two  of  his 
sons,  William  Penn  and  Joshua  Morris  Hix,  had  been  well  known.  It  was 
generally  agreed  among  their  descendants  that  their  father’s  name  had 
been  John,  that  he  had  died  while  they  were  young,  and  that  he  was  either 
a  brother  or  a  cousin  of  William  Hix,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Bedford 
County. 

The  search  for  clues  and  records  is  a  story  within  itself.  It  had  been 
reported  by  older  relatives  that  John  Hix  had  married  a  Milly,  or  Mildred, 
Key  and  that  the  Milly  Hix  fisted  as  the  head  of  a  family  in  the  1820 
Census  Report  for  Bedford  County,  Tennessee,  was  his  widow.  Perhaps 
the  most  fruitful  clue  was  found  in  “Hix-Reagor  Marriages,  1848-1926,” 
a  newspaper  story  written  in  1927  by  the  writer’s  grandfather  Joshua  W. 
Frost.  According  to  this  story,  John  Hix,  the  father  of  William  P.  and 
Joshua  M.  Hix,  accompanied  his  older  brother  William  Hix  to  Bedford 
County  at  a  date  which  now  seems  incorrect.  The  newspaper  story  reported 
further  that  William  Hix  was  formerly  a  citizen  of  Halifax  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  and  mentioned  William  Hix’s  two  marriages  in  that  county.  Although 
many  details  were  later  found  to  be  in  conflict  with  records,  the  story  did 
point  in  the  right  direction. 

The  first  real  progress  was  made  in  Halifax,  Virginia,  on  June  11, 
1958.  Three  days  later  the  writer  wrote  a  letter  to  Hu  R.  Hix,  the  distant 
relative  with  whom  considerable  correspondence  had  been  exchanged  and 
from  whom  much  help  had  been  received.  With  a  few  alterations  the  letter 
is  quoted  below  in  an  attempt  to  give  the  reader  a  feeling  of  having  wit¬ 
nessed  some  of  the  experiences  involved  in  this  research. 

Dear  Hu, 

The  last  time  I  heard  from  you,  you  were  taking  a  summer  leave  from  the 
seemingly  hopeless  search  for  records  to  document  the  marriage — or  even  the 
very  existence — of  one  John  Hix,  reported  to  have  been  the  father  of  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Hix.  Take  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  cause  you  to  think  it  is  winter 
again,  for  I  have  something  I  just  cannot  withhold  from  you  all  summer. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  June  11,  at  a  little  after  8:00  a.m.,  I  entered  the  court¬ 
house  of  Halifax  County,  Virginia.  I  was  hoping  to  find  a  clue  to  our  John  Hix, 
since  I  had  already  learned  that  two  marriage  bonds  of  William  Hix,  his  brother 
or  cousin,  were  recorded  there.  I  found  nothing  on  John  Hix;  but  I  did  find  quite 
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a  bit  on  William  Hix,  his  first  wife,  his  second  wife,  and  the  families  of  both 
wives.  Upon  seeing  William  Hix’s  marriage  bond  with  Alcey  Dews,  his  first 
wife,  I  ordered  a  photo-copy  and  was  planning  to  read  in  detail  from  the  copy 
after  my  return  home,  when  I  spied  after  the  name  of  William  Hix  these  signifi¬ 
cant  words .  .  of  Campbell  County.  .  . 

You  can  imagine  my  excitement  as  I  rushed  to  Rustburg,  the  county  seat  of 
Campbell  County.  First,  I  looked  for  the  name  of  William  Hix  in  the  Devisee 
Index  of  old  wills.  It  was  there!  William  Hix  was  found  to  have  been  co- 
administrator  of  the  estate  of  his  father,  John  Hix  (Senior),  whose  widow  was 
named  Sibeller.  The  records  of  the  settlement  of  the  estate  contain  the  names  of 
John  and  Sibeller  Hix’s  eight  children,  including  their  son  John — OUR  JOHN 
HIX,  the  father  of  William  P.  Hix. 

Next,  to  the  Marriage  Index  for  Males.  To  my  excruciating  disappointment, 
John  Hix’s  name  was  not  there.  That  meant  he  might  have  married  in  any  other 
county  in  the  State  of  Virginia.  Then  an  idea  struck  me.  Why  not  look  for  Milly 
Key  in  the  Index  for  Females?  She  was  there,  but  there  was  another  disappoint¬ 
ment.  Instead  of  marrying  John  Hix,  she  had  married  Jacob  Lucas  on  Febru¬ 
ary  6,  1802.  Shades  of  Evangeline  and  Gabriel!  Was  I  to  get  that  close  and  still 
fail?  Almost  out  of  desperation  I  thought  of  something  else.  What  about  those 
half-sisters  William  P.  Hix  was  reported  to  have  had?  I  turned  back  to  the  Mar¬ 
riage  Index  for  Females  and  looked  under  the  name  of  Lucas,  and  there  it  was 
— “Mildred  [Milly]  Lucas  to  John  Hix.”  I  was  permitted  to  see  the  actual 
bonds  of  both  marriages  and  have  ordered  photo-copies  for  you  to  see.  On  the 
back  of  the  Hix-Lucas  bond  the  word  “Hix”  was  written  in  the  original  ink,  but 
“John”  was  written  in  pencil  as  though  it  was  added  later.  I  think  this  is  why 
John  Hix’s  name  was  not  included  in  the  Index.  The  date  of  the  Hix-Lucas  bond 
was  August  22,  1808,  almost  three  years  before  the  birth  of  William  P.  Hix  on 
May  20,  1811.  Upon  my  return  to  Knoxville,  I  took  another  look  at  the  Vir¬ 
ginia  Tax  Lists  of  1782  which  you  sent  me.  Although  it  was  established  in  1782, 
no  list  for  Campbell  County  was  included.  No  wonder  we  could  not  find  our 
Hix  ancestors  in  those  records. 

I  have  ordered  also  photostat  copies  of  two  significant  pages  of  the  will.  Actu¬ 
ally  it  is  not  a  will  but  a  record  of  the  settlement  of  the  estate  of  John  Hix  of 
Campbell  County,  Virginia,  who  died  September  24,  1804. 

Much  remains  to  be  done,  most  of  which  I  must  delay  for  a  while;  but  at  last  we 
have  identified  the  husband  of  the  widow  Milly  Key  of  Bedford  County,  Ten¬ 
nessee,  in  1820. 

Best  wishes, 

Wright  Frost 


On  the  Hix-Lucas  marriage  bond  is  found  this  statement  by  Mildred 
Lucas:  “This  is  to  certify  that  I  am  about  to  join  myself  in  the  holy  state 
of  matrimony  with  John  Hix  in  preference  to  any  man  of  my  acquaintance 
above  all  difficulties  that  may  arise  I  with  cheerfulness  will  surmount 
them.  .  .  .”  The  bond  was  signed  by  John  Hix  and  his  brother-in-law 
John  Faris. 

In  the  “Hix-Reagor  Marriages,  1848-1926”  is  the  statement  that  John 
Hix  settled  in  Obion  County  where  his  sons  were  born  in  1811  and  1812; 
but  records  do  not  confirm  this  statement.  The  fact  that  Obion  County 
was  not  formed  until  shortly  before  1820,  when  Milly  Hix  was  listed  as 
head  of  her  family  in  Bedford  County,  tends  to  discredit  the  claim  that 
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John  Hix  ever  lived  in  Obion  County.  There  is  a  more  likely  tradition  in 
the  family  of  Joshua  Morris  Hix  that  he  and  his  brother  lived  in  Obion 
County  with  relatives  after  they  became  orphans  and  before  they  returned 
to  Bedford  County  to  marry;  but  no  record  which  verifies  this  tradition 
has  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer.  Incidentally,  Joshua  Morris  Hix, 
son  of  John  and  Milly  Key  Hix,  in  all  probability  was  named  for  his  great- 
uncle  Joshua  Morris,  whose  widow  Sabra  Hix  Morris  named  so  many  of 
her  relatives  in  her  will. 

From  the  records  which  are  available,  it  is  impossible  to  determine 
exactly  when  John  Hix  settled  in  Bedford  County  or  when  he  died.  Rea¬ 
sonably  close  estimates,  however,  can  be  made.  If  census  reports  are  cor¬ 
rect  that  William  P.  Hix,  son  of  John  and  Milly  Key  Hix,  was  born  in 
Tennessee,  John  and  Milly  may  be  assumed  to  have  come  to  Bedford 
County  several  months  before  May  20,  1811.  Since  the  fall  of  the  year  was 
considered  the  most  desirable  season  for- such  a  migration,  we  may  assume 
that  they  left  their  home  in  Virginia,  along  with  a  number  of  relatives,  in 
the  fall  of  1810,  if  not  earlier.  The  name,  “John  Hicks,”  is  contained  in 
“A  list  of  the  free  taxable  inhabitants  in  the  County  of  Bedford,  in  the 
year  of  1812,  taken  and  returned  by  Justices  appointed  by  an  order  of 
the  Court  of  Pleas  and  Quarterly  Sessions  of  said  County,  agreeable  to 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  in  such  cases  made  and  provided,  passed 
at  Knoxville,  on  the  1st  Day  of  November,  1811.”  The  misspelling  of  Hix 
is  found  in  a  number  of  Virginia  and  Tennessee  records;  but  the  correct 
spelling  is  found  wherever  signatures  are  used. 

The  most  authentic  record  of  John  Hix’s  residence  in  Bedford  County, 
Tennessee,  is  his  purchase  on  December  27,  1813,  of  fifty  acres  of  land 
from  Elisha  Hall  for  which  he  paid  $400  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  DD, 
p.  117).  The  land  adjoined  the  Patton  and  Nichols  Land  Grant.  This  rec¬ 
ord  does  not  determine  the  date  of  John  Hix’s  arrival  in  Tennessee;  but  it 
does  prove  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  that  he  was  already  a  resident  of 
Bedford  County  before  the  date  mentioned  in  the  deed.  It  is  also  evidence, 
of  course,  that  he  was  living  at  that  time. 

Unless  further  research  brings  to  light  the  name  and  birth  date  of  a 
daughter  of  John  Hix  born  after  the  date  mentioned  in  the  deed,  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  if  a  closer  estimate  of  the  date  of  John  Hix’s  death  can  be  made  than 
that  it  occurred  between  1813  and  1820.  There  is  a  tradition  that  he  was 
killed  by  lightning  but  none  as  to  when  or  where  it  happened.  What  be¬ 
came  of  Milly  Hix  after  1820  is  just  as  much  a  mystery.  Her  name  is  not 
found  in  the  1830  Census  Report  for  Bedford  County,  yet  the  fifty  acres 
of  land  which  John  Hix  bought  in  1813  remained  as  a  part  of  an  undivided 
estate  until  much  later  than  1830,  as  will  be  seen  later.  It  is  possible  that 
Milly  Hix  remarried  but  more  likely  that  she  died  before  1830,  probably 
soon  after  1820.  Another  tradition  is  that  William  P.  Hix  was  a  “bond  boy.” 
If  this  tradition  is  combined  with  the  one  that  he  and  his  brother  Joshua  M. 
Hix  lived  in  Obion  County  after  they  became  orphans,  the  conclusion  might 
be  that  at  Milly  Key  Hix’s  death  some  sort  of  guardianship  for  the  two 
boys  was  accepted  by  relatives  of  Obion  County,  or  elsewhere  in  that 
general  area,  until  they  became  of  age,  returned  to  Bedford  County, 
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claimed  their  rights  to  their  long  deceased  father’s  estate,  and  married  Bed¬ 
ford  County  girls. 

The  “Hix-Reagor  Marriages,  1848-1926”  story  indicates  that  these  two 
sons  of  John  Hix  returned  to  Bedford  County  a  little  after  1830,  that  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Hix  married  Manerva  Bearden,  and  that  Joshua  M.  Hix  married 
first  a  Cunningham  and  later  Caroline  Parks.  Manerva  Hix’s  tombstone, 
alongside  that  of  W.  P.  Hix,  in  a  family  cemetery  on  the  farm  where 
they  lived,  confirms  that  marriage.  Joshua  M.  Hix’s  Bible  records  confirm 
his  marriage  to  Jenny  Cunningham  on  November  24,  1835,  her  death  on 
September  1,  1839,  and  his  marriage  to  Sarah  Caroline  Parks  on  March  2, 
1843.  Additional  evidence  is  found  on  their  monuments  in  New  Hope 
Cemetery,  in  the  Twenty-third  Civil  District  of  Bedford  County. 

Sabra  Hix  Morris’s  will  refers  definitely  to  John  and  Milly  Key  Hix’s 
five  children.  Positive  identification  of  only  four  of  these  is  possible,  how¬ 
ever,  through  records  which  have  come  to  the  attention  of  the  writer.  The 
Census  Report  of  1820  lists  in  the  home  of  Milly  Hix  six  children  as  fol¬ 
lows:  two  males  under  ten  years  of  age  (William  P.  and  Joshua  M.),  one 
male  between  ten  and  sixteen  (John  S.),  one  female  under  ten  (probably 
Sarah  J.,  who  married  Nicholas  Newton),  two  females  between  ten, and 
sixteen  (probably  John  Hix’s  older  daughter  and  a  daughter  of  Milly  by 
her  marriage  to  Jacob  Lucas).  As  was  pointed  out  earlier,  John  Hix  mar¬ 
ried  the  widow  Milly  Key  Lucas  on  August  22,  1808.  Since  William  P.  Hix 
was  born  May  20,  1 8 1 1 ,  it  is  most  likely  that  one  of  these  older  girls  was 
named  Lucas.  Family  tradition  indicates  that  Milly  had  two  daughters  by 
her  first  husband.  If  this  is  true,  one  of  them  must  have  been  married  al¬ 
ready  and  in  her  own  home  in  1820. 

The  records  which  provide  positive  identification  of  four  of  John  Hix’s 
five  children  are  four  separate  real  estate  transactions  involving  James  M. 
Patton’s  purchase  of  the  fifty  acres  of  land  which  John  Hix  bought  from 
Elisha-  Hall  in  1813.  On  October  2,  1832,  William  P.  Hix  of  Bedford 
County  sold  to  James  M.  Patton  for  $60  his  share  of  “a  tract  of  land  on 
the  waters  of  Big  Flat  Creek,  adjoining  the  Patton  and  Nichols  Grant  from 
the  State  of  North  Carolina,  being  a  part  of  fifty  acres  of  land  owned  by 
John  Hix  at  the  time  of  his  death  which  William  P.  Hix  as  one  of  the  heirs 
of  John  Hix  was  entitled  to  a  fifth”  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  DD , 
p.  117).  William  P.  Hix  made  his  mark  to  the  deed.  The  most  significant 
facts  in  this  record  are  that  William  P.  Hix  is  established  by  record  as 
the  son  of  John  Hix  and  that  there  were  four  other  heirs.  On  December  2, 
1833,  Joshua  M.  Hix  engaged  in  a  similar  transaction  for  the  sale  of  his 
one-fifth  interest  in  the  fifty  acres  belonging  to  the  estate  of  John  Hix,  de¬ 
ceased,  for  $84.40  ( Deed  Book  EE,  p.  169).  Joshua  M.  Hix  signed  the 
deed.  On  January  14,  1835,  Nicholas  Newton  and  Sarah  J.  Newton,  his 
wife,  made  their  marks  on  a  deed  which  conveyed  to  James  M.  Patton 
for  $60  a  one-fifth  part  of  the  fifty  acres  belonging  to  the  estate  of  John 
Hix,  deceased  {Deed  Book  EE,  pp.  151-152).  The  significance  of  the 
last  named  record  is  that  Sarah  J.  Hix,  daughter  of  John  and  Milly  Key 
Hix,  married  Nicholas  Newton.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  William  P. 
and  Joshua  M.  Hix  each  sold  his  share  of  the  estate  during  the  year  follow- 
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ing  his  twenty-first  birthday.  If  Sarah  J.  Hix  Newton  did  the  same,  .she 
was  born  in  1813  or  1814,  making  her  the  female  in  Milly  Hix’s  house¬ 
hold  who  was  under  ten  years  of  age  in  1820.  The  name  of  a  fourth  child 
of  John  Hix  is  found  in  a  real  estate  transaction  similar  to  the  other  three. 
On  February  10,  1836,  John  S.  Hix  sold  to  James  M.  Patton  for  $92.50 
his  share  in  the  estate  of  his  deceased  father,  John  Hix  ( Deed  Book  FF, 
pp.  161-162).  We  have  no  other  definite  information  on  this  John  S.  Hix, 
except  that  the  date  of  his  death  is  recorded  in  the  family  Bible  record  of 
his  brother  Joshua  M.  Hix  as  February  17,  1849.  If  we  should  use  the  same 
age  formula  for  John  S.  Hix  as  we  did  for  Sarah  J.  Hix  Newton,  his  birth 
would  have  occurred  about  1815,  and  a  new  estimate  of  the  date  of  the 
father’s  death  could  be  made.  On  the  other  hand,  if  the  Census  Report  of 
1820  was  accurate,  John  S.  Hix  probably  was  the  male  in  Milly  Hix’s 
household  who  was  between  ten  and  sixteen  years  of  age.  It  is  entirely 
possible  that  both  John  S.  Hix  and  a  sister,  whose  name  has  not  been  deter¬ 
mined,  were  born  earlier  than  their  brother  William  P.  Hix.  It  is  regrettable 
that  John  S.  Hix’s  death  occurred  too  early  for  him  to  have  been  included 
in  the  1850  Census  Report,  which  would  have  indicated  his  date  of  birth 
by  listing  his  age  for  the  year  1850. 

The  positive  identification  of  John  S.  Hix  as  a  son  of  John  and  Milly 
Key  Hix  is  significant,  not  only  in  determining  the  name  of  another  of 
the  five  heirs  of  John  Hix,  but  also  in  confirming  a  portion  of  a  letter  from 
Aunt  Betsy  Riddle,  daughter  of  William  P.  Hix,  to  her  nephew  Hu  R.  Hix 
in  1917:  “W.  P.  Hix  had  two  brothers  and  two  sisters  and  two  half-sisters. 
The  brothers  were  John  and  Josh.”  This  statement  is  consistent  also  with 
a  section  in  Sabra  Hix  Moris’s  will  written  in  1822:  “To  nephew  John 
Hicks’  five  children  by  Milly  Lucas,  daughter  of  Jacob  Key,  $1166.67  to 
be  put  to  interest  by  their  guardian  to  be  paid  to  them  as  they  marry  or 
become  of  age,  names  unknown  to  me.”  One  of  John  and  Milly  Key  Hix’s 
five  children  remains  unidentified,  so  far  as  documentary  evidence  is  con¬ 
cerned.  (Sabra  Hix  Morris’s  will  is  recorded  in  Charlotte  County,  Vir¬ 
ginia,  Will  Book  5,  p.  159.) 

The  apparent  lack  of  any  court  record  of  the  sale  of  more  than  four 
of  the  one-fifth  interests  in  John  Hix’s  estate  might  lead  to  the  speculation 
that  James  M.  Patton,  who  purchased  the  interests  of  the  other  four  heirs, 
may  have  married  one  of  John  Hix’s  daughters.  Having  neither  docu¬ 
mentation  nor  tradition  to  substantiate  such  a  conjecture,  however,  we  turn 
to  an  unpublished  booklet  now  in  the  possession  of  Louise  and  Ray  Gowen. 
The  booklet  has  this  heading:  “Notes  and  Reminiscences  from  Uncle  Wil¬ 
liam  Floyd  Given  to  Charles  E.  Gowen  in  the  Summer  of  1904  in  his  84th 
Year.”  From  the  booklet  the  following  is  taken:  “Dr.  Newton  married 
‘Womble’  Billie’s  sister  Betsy.  His  brother  ‘Nick’  Newton  married  Sallie 
Hix,  Betsy’s  sister.”  Womble  Billie  is  the  name  by  which  William  P.  Hix’s 
contemporaries  distinguished  him  from  his  uncle  Billie  Hix — William  Hix, 
older  brother  of  John  Hix.  Since  the  statement  concerning  the  marriage  of 
Nick  (Nicholas)  Newton  and  Sallie  (Sarah  J.)  Hix  is  confirmed  by  the 
deed  of  1835,  the  marriage  of  Dr.  Newton  and  Betsy  Hix  might  also  be 
considered  as  accurately  reported.  The  1820  Census  Report  for  Bedford 
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County  lists  a  John  Newton,  whose  age  and  that  of  his  wife  were  included 
in  the  16-to-26  bracket.  In  the  1850  Census  Report  we  find  living  near 
William  P.  Hix  a  man  by  the  name  of  John  Newton,  whose  wife  was 
named  Elizabeth,  born  in  Virginia  forty-two  years  earlier.  This  would  make 
1807  or  1808  the  year  of  her  birth,  which  is  not  consistent  with  John  and 
Milly  Key  (Lucas)  Hix’s  marriage  date;  but  inconsistencies  among  various 
other  census  reports  prove  that  they  are  not  always  accurate.  In  the  Census 
Report  of  1860  John  Newton’s  wife’s  name  is  listed  as  Bettie  and  her  age 
as  fifty-six,  thus  indicating  1803  or  1804  as  the  year  of  her  birth.  If  the 
latter  report  is  correct,  she  could  not  have  been  William  P.  Hix’s  sister; 
but  she  may  have  been  his  half-sister.  At  any  rate,  Betsy,  Elizabeth,  and 
Bettie  Newton  seem  to  have  been  the  same  person.  In  the  absence  of  evi¬ 
dence  to  the  contrary  and  in  the  hopes  of  finding  yet  documentary  proof, 
the  writer  is  inclined  to  accept  the  wife  of  John  Newton  as  either  a  sister 
or  half-sister  of  his  great-grandfather  William  P.  Hix. 

Since  only  four  of  John  Hix’s  five  children  have  been  positively  iden¬ 
tified  and  since  there  is  no  verification  for  either  of  Milly’s  daughters  by 
her  first  marriage,  it  seems  appropriate  to  mention  the  tradition  that  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Hix  had  a  sister  who  married  William  Russell.  The  Census  Report 
of  1850  lists  William  Russell’s  wife  as  Eliza,  born  in  Virginia  in  1804  or 
1805;  but  the  reports  for  1860  and  1870  indicate  the  birth  year  as  1809 
or  1810  and  1805  or  1806,  respectively.  William  Russell  also  was  a  close 
neighbor  of  William  P.  Hix.  The  Virginia  birth  place  and  the  decade  in 
which  she  apparently  was  born  are  factors  which  lead  one  to  consider 
seriously  the  tradition  that  Eliza  Russell,  wife  of  William  Russell,  was 
William  P.  Hix’s  sister  or  half-sister.  Efforts  made  to  locate  family  records 
through  William  Russell’s  descendants  have  not  produced  any  evidence 
either  to  confirm  or  to  discredit  this  tradition. 

William  Penn  Hix,  Maternal  Ancestor  ( 1811-1893 ) 

William  Penn  Hix,  son  of  John  and  Milly  Key  Hix,  was  born  May  20, 

1811,  and  died  June  16,  1893.  Census  reports  with  respect  to  his  native 
state  are  not  consistent,  but  the  most  reasonable  conclusion  is  that  he  was 
born  in  Bedford  County,  Tennessee.  The  date  of  his  marriage  to  Manerva 
Bearden  is  not  known;  but  a  close  estimate  probably  would  be  one  year 
before  the  birth  of  their  first  child,  John  W.  Hix,  who  was  born  June  8, 
1834,  and  died  in  infancy.  Manerva  was  the  daughter  of  Eli  M.  and  Nancy 
Bearden,  reported  in  Chapter  IX  as  having  come  to  the  vicinity  of  Flat 
Creek  from  an  area  near  Spartanburg,  South  Carolina,  in  1818.  Mrs.  Eliza 
Stephens,  living  in  Shelbyville,  Tennessee,  reported  in  1958  that  she  had 
heard  Manerva  Bearden  Hix  tell  many  times  about  the  trip  from  “old 
South  Carolina”  in  covered  wagons,  how  they  baked  a  barrel  of  biscuits  to 
eat  along  the  way,  and  how  good  they  were.  Manerva  was  born  July  8, 

1812,  and  died  March  2,  1895.  She  was  buried  beside  her  husband  and 
near  the  graves  of  their  two  children  who  died  before  reaching  maturity. 
This  other  child  was  James  M.  Hix,  who  was  born  February  7,  1844,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  eleven.  The  four  graves  are  on  a  wooded  hillside  near 
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one  of  the  homes  in  which  the  family  lived.  The  tombstone  inscriptions 
provide  the  above  dates. 

William  Penn  and  Manerva  Bearden  Hix  are  reported  to  have  lived 
first  near  Springdale,  below  Smith  Chapel,  in  what  is  now  Moore  County, 
Tennessee.  It  is  thought  that  they  were  living  there  in  1844  when  Manerva 
first  became  an  invalid.  The  story  goes  that  she  injured  herself  by  carrying 
too  heavy  a  load  as  she  took  care  of  the  family  laundry  at  the  spring  near 
their  home.  This  was  while  she  had  a  young  baby.  The  dates  indicate  that 
James  M.  Hix,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eleven,  was  that  baby.  On  her  monu¬ 
ment  are  inscribed  these  words:  “Confined  to  bed  51  years.”  Four  of  her 
children — Louisa,  William  Taylor,  Elifus,  and  Joshua  Wilson — apparently 
were  born  after  she  was  confined  to  bed.  In  each  of  the  three  houses  in 
which  the  family  lived  during  these  fifty-one  years  a  window  was  cut  low 
enough  for  her  to  see  out  from  her  bed.  About  a  year  before  his  death  a 
picture  was  taken  of  William  P.  Hix  sitting  in  a  rocking  chair  at  the  foot 
of  the  bed  in  which  Manerva  lay.  In  1958  their  granddaughter,  Mrs.  Myrtle 
Stephens  Gordon,  had  an  enlargement  of  the  picture  and  the  rocking  chair 
in  which  her  grandfather  sat  for  the  picture. 

Since  it  is  believed  that  the  family  was  living  near  Springdale  when 
James  M.  Hix  was  born,  the  remains  of  the  infant  John  W.  Hix  were 
probably  removed  from  a  former  burial  place  after  the  death  of  their 
eleven-year-old  son  James  M.  Hix  in  1855.  At  that  time  the  family  is 
thought  to  have  been  living  in  the  home  which  stood  within  a  hundred 
yards  of  the  private  burial  ground.  The  erection  of  a  small  monument  in 
this  private  burial  ground  to  the  memory  of  the  infant  John  W.  Hix  may 
have  been  done  without  exhumation.  Manerva  and  William  P.  Hix  lived 
their  last  days  in  the  home  of  their  daughter  Louisa  and  husband  Thomas 
Jefferson  Stephens.  This  home,  formerly  a  part  of  the  William  P.  Hix  es¬ 
tate,  was  only  a  few  hundred  yards  from  their  other  home  nearer  the  family 
cemetery.  Since  there  seems  to  be  no  record  of  how  or  when  William  P. 
Hix  came  into  possession  of  the  land  on  which  these  two  houses  were 
built,  it  is  assumed  that  the  transaction  took  place  between  September  7, 
1852,  and  July  29,  1861.  The  records  of  real  estate  transfers  for  those 
years  were  destroyed  by  the  fire  of  March,  1863,  which  destroyed  the  Bed¬ 
ford  County  courthouse.  The  small  tract  of  twenty  acres  which  he  pur¬ 
chased  on  November  16,  1844,  from  John  Martin  ( Deed  Book  NN,  p. 
381)  seems  to  have  been  within  the  vicinity  of  his  first  home  near  Spring- 
dale,  a  few  miles  south  of  the  land  on  which  he  lived  the  latter  half  of  his 
life.  A  larger  tract,  called  the  Martin  Tract,  which  he  purchased  on  Septem¬ 
ber  3,  1851,  from  Rufus  Smith,  was  described  as  being  partly  in  Bedford 
County  and  partly  in  Lincoln  County  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  TT, 
pp.  159-160).  This  land,  consisting  of  145  acres  and  described  further  as 
bordering  a  corner  of  John  Newton’s  land,  may  have  included  the  future 
home  sites.  John  Newton,  as  indicated  earlier,  is  thought  to  have  married 
a  sister  or  half-sister  of  William  P.  Hix. 

Records  in  Lincoln  County  show  that  William  P.  Hix  was  involved  in 
at  least  three  real  estate  transactions  in  that  county.  On  October  24,  1866, 
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he  transferred  fifty-three  acres  on  the  East  Fork  of  Mulberry  Creek  to  his 
son-in-law  Randolph  Riddle  ( Lincoln  County  Deed  Book  C-2,  p.  129). 
On  January  4,  1871,  he  bought  fifty-three  acres  from  another  son-imlaw 
John  Riddle  ( Lincoln  County  Deed  Book  G-2,  p.  29).  About  a  month 
later,  on  February  8,  1871,  he  purchased  fifty-nine  acres  from  W.  H. 
Howard,  colored  ( Lincoln  County  Deed  Book  G-2,  p.  30).  The  land  in¬ 
volved  in  all  of  these  transactions  later  became  a  part  of  Moore  County. 

Although  he  did  not  have  the  reputation  of  having  drunk  to  excess, 
William  P.  Hix,  as  did  many  other  citizens  of  his  day,  kept  whiskey  by  the 
barrel.  He  was  too  old  for  military  services  during  the  Civil  War;  but  two 
of  his  sons-in-law,  John  and  Randolph  Riddle,  served  in  the  Confederate 
Army.  It  has  been  reported  by  one  of  his  descendants  that  William  P.  Hix 
himself  was  cool  toward  secession  and  war.  His  attitude  may  have  been 
influenced  by  his  Bearden  in-laws,  all  of  whom  seem  to  have  leaned  to¬ 
ward  the  Union. 

Although  there  is  on  record  a  reference  to  a  will  made  by  William  P. 
Hix  on  August  9,  1881,  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  probated.  Instead, 
he  seems  to  have  made  arrangements  for  dividing  his  estate  among  his 
children  before  his  death.  In  October,  1889,  William  P.  Hix  made  his  mark 
in  the  presence  of  J.  L.  Hutson,  notary  public,  acknowledging  the  sale  of 
shares  of  his  estate  by  three  of  his  children — J.  W.  Hix,  Sarah  Caroline 
Riddle,  and  William  Taylor  Hix — to  their  brother-in-law  T.  J.  Stephens 
for  $600  each.  On  November  19,  1889,  he  transferred  to  T.  J.  Stephens 
title  to  certain  property,  presumably  the  home  in  which  he  and  Manerva 
lived  with  the  Stephens  for  the  remainder  of  their  lives.  In  effecting  this 
transfer  of  title,  William  P.  Hix  gave  the  names  of  the  children  who  were 
named  in  his  will:  Nancy  Stegall,  Betty  Riddle,  Mary  Gore,  Louisa  Ste¬ 
phens,  Taylor  Hix,  Elifus  Hix,  J.  W.  Hix,  and  Caroline  Riddle.  On  No¬ 
vember  26,  1889,  William  P.  Hix  sold  to  his  son  Elifus  C.  Hix  the  land 
on  which  his  former  home  had  stood,  where  the  son  reared  his  family,  and 
which  in  1958  belonged  to  Go  wen  Mullins.  Promissory  notes  for  the  value 
of  the  land  were  divided  among  Nancy  Stegall,  Betty  Riddle,  Caroline 
Riddle,  and  the  heirs  of  Mary  Gore,  deceased.  It  is  assumed  that  other 
transactions  involving  personal  property  and  cash  were  made  to  provide 
for  an  equitable  distribution  of  property  among  the  eight  children  or  their 
heirs  with  consideration  for  the  Stephens  with  whom  Manerva  and  Wil¬ 
liam  P.  Hix  made  their  home  after  the  settlement.  Documentary  confirma¬ 
tion  of  the  transfers  is  found  in  Bedford  County  Deed  Book  YYY,  Pages 
97-100,  118,  and  119. 

The  Children  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva  Bearden  Hix 

William  Penn  and  Manerva  Bearden  Hix  had  ten  children — eight 
who  grew  to  maturity  and  married.  The  names  of  these  children  in  the 
order  of  their  births  are  John  W.,  Nancy  Catherine,  Elizabeth  (Betty, 
Betsey)  J.,  Sarah  Caroline,  Mary  M.,  James  M.,  Louisa,  William  Taylor, 
Elifus  Columbus,  and  Joshua  Wilson  Hix.  Most  of  them  were  living  out¬ 
side  the  Flat  Creek  Community  or  had  died  before  the  writer  was  born. 
Only  the  name  of  his  grandfather  Joshua  Wilson  Hix  was  familiar  to  him 
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when  his  study  of  this  family  got  under  way.  From  census  reports,  from 
tombstone  inscriptions,  from  court  records,  and  through  the  help  of  nu¬ 
merous  relatives,  sufficient  information  has  been  assembled  to  prepare 
brief  sketches  on  most  of  them. 

1.  John  W.  Hix  was  born  June  8,  1834,  and  died  in  infancy.  He  is 
buried  in  the  family  cemetery  near  the  second  of  the  three  homes  in  which 
his  parents  lived.  The  date  of  his  birth  is  on  his  monument. 

2.  Nancy  Catherine  Hix,  second  child  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva 
Bearden  Hix,  was  born  November  8,  1835,  and  died  August  20,  1910.  On 
January  5,  1854,  she  married  James  Raybourn  Steagall,  who  was  born  in 
Rutherford  County,  Tennessee,  March  4,  1833,  and  died  near  Golconda, 
Illinois,  December  18,  1900.  Their  marriage  date  has  been  supplied  from 
family  records  by  a  descendant.  Their  birth  and  death  dates  are  recorded 
on  their  monument  in  the  Prospect-Hodgeville  Cemetery,  about  four  and 
one-half  miles  west  of  Golconda,  Illinois.  The  tradition  among  relatives  in 
Tennessee  that  Raybourn  Steagall  served  in  the  Union  Army  during  the 
Civil  War  is  not  verified  by  records  in  the  National  Archives  and  is  denied 
by  descendants  in  Illinois.  The  Steagall  family  did  move  to  Illinois  in  1 863 
while  the  war  was  in  progress,  according  to  a  letter  written  in  1947  by  a 
son,  the  Reverend  Elifus  Raybourn  Steagall.  A  granddaughter  reports  that 
the  family  migrated  to  Illinois  for  better  agricultural  opportunities  and 
that  James  Raybourn  Steagall  at  one  time  owned  1,100  acres  of  land. 
There  is  the  suspicion,  however,  that  Union  sympathy  may  have  influenced 
them  in  their  decision  as.it  did  the  Philpotts  who  moved  to  Indiana  at 
about  the  same  time  {Eli  M.  Bearden  section  of  Chapter  VIII). 

Nancy  and  Raybourn  Steagall  made  at  least  one  trip  back  to  Tennes¬ 
see  to  visit  relatives,  as  evidenced  by  a  photograph  of  them  taken  in 
Tullahoma  in  1894.'  This  was  about  a  year  after  the  death  of  Nancy’s  fa¬ 
ther  and  about  a  year  before  her  mother  died.  There  were  twelve  Steagall 
children,  five  born  in  Tennessee  and  seven  in  Illinois.  They  were  William  P. 
Steagall,  who  is  not  known  to  have  married;  Elizabeth  G.  Steagall,  who 
married  Montague  Glass;  Sarah  Steagall,  who  is  thought  to  have  died 
young;  Thomas  R.  Steagall,  who  married  Augusta  Clanahan;  Melissa  Stea¬ 
gall,  who  married  John  R.  Hodge;  Elifus  Raybourn  Steagall,  who  married 
Florence  Belle  Fulkerson;  Mary  Manerva  Steagall,  who  did  not  marry; 
Laura  Steagall,  who  married  Lewis  Hoover;  Grant  Steagall,  who  is  not 
known  to  have  married;  Arthur  Steagall,  who  married  Bessie  Trovillion; 
Roscoe  Steagall,  who  is  not  known  to  have  married;  and  Alliesonia  (Allie, 
Alice)  Steagall,  who  married  John  R.  Brown. 

Three  of  James  Raybourn  and  Nancy  Catherine  Hix  Steagall’s  grand¬ 
children  who  assisted  in  the  assembling  of  information  on  the  Steagall 
family  are  General  John  R.  Hodge,  son  of  Melissa  Steagall  Hodge;  Mrs. 
Mary  Steagall  O’Neal,  daughter  of  Elifus  Raybourn  Steagall;  and  Mrs. 
Faye  Steagall  Lewis,  daughter  of  Arthur  Steagall.  The  writer  was  put  on 
the  trail  of  these  relatives  by  Shirley  Stephens,  of  Washington,  D.  C.,  an¬ 
other  relative  who  made  contact  with  the  Steagall  family  in  1947. 

3.  Elizabeth  (Betty,  Betsey)  J.  Hix,  third  child  of  William  Penn  and 
Manerva  Bearden  Hix,  was  born  September  18,  1837,  and  died  August 
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23,  1922.  She  married  Randolph  Riddle,  who  served  in  the  Confederate 
Army.  He  was  born  May  30,  1833,  and  died  October  14,  1898.  Their  mar¬ 
riage  apparently  took  place  before  1860,  for  in  that  year  Elizabeth  J.  Hix 
was  not  listed  in  the  home  of  her  parents  by  the  census  taker.  “Aunt  Bet¬ 
sey,”  as  she  was  known  in  later  life  by  numerous  relatives,  outlived  her 
nine  brothers  and  sisters.  It  was  she  who  gave  her  nephew  Hu  Hix,  of 
Washington,  D.  C.,  information  about  the  Hix  family  in  a  letter  in  1917. 
She  is  buried  by  the  side  of  her  husband  in  the  Little  Hurricane  Cemetery, 
near  Winchester  Springs,  in  Franklin  County,  Tennessee,  where  the  in¬ 
scriptions  on  their  monument  contain  the  dates  of  their  births  and  deaths. 
The  following  are  reported  by  their  niece,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Stephens  Gordon, 
as  being  their  children:  Sarah  Riddle,  who  married  William  Byrom;  James 
(Jim)  Riddle,  who  married  Nora  Green;  Fannie  Riddle,  who  married  Eli 
Byrom;  Billy  Riddle,  who  married  1)  Burr  Belcher  and  2)  her  sister  Fan¬ 
nie  Belcher;  Harvey  Riddle,  who  is  not  known  to  have  married;  Andrew 
Riddle,  who  married  Betty  Byrom;  Hubert  Riddle,  who  had  not  married 
in  1960;  and  Thomas  (Tom)  Riddle,  who  married  Casper  Dean. 

4.  Sarah  Caroline  Hix,  fourth  child  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva 
Bearden  Hix,  was  born  February  28,  1839,  and  died  June  9,  1904.  On  an 
unknown  date  between  1860  and  1870  she  married  John  Riddle,  a  brother 
of  the  Randolph  Riddle  who  married  Sarah  Caroline’s  sister  Elizabeth 
(Betsey).  John  Riddle  also  was  a  Confederate  soldier.  He  was  born  Febru¬ 
ary  22,  1820,  and  died  April  10,  1888.  After  the  death  of  her  first  hus¬ 
band  Sarah  Caroline  Hix  Riddle  became  the  second  wife  of  William  Stone, 
who  was  born  May  2,  1825,  and  died  September  24,  1905.  He  is  buried 
beside  his  first  wife,  Sarah  Stone,  in  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery,  while  his 
second  wife  is  buried  beside  her  first  husband,  John  Riddle,  in  the  Bomar 
Cemetery  near  Raus.  Sarah  Caroline’s  children  were  by  her  first  husband. 
As  reported  by  her  niece,  Mrs.  Myrtle  Stephens  Gordon,  they  were  Mar¬ 
tin  Riddle,  who  married  Nannie  Byrom;  Levoy  Riddle,  who  had  not  mar¬ 
ried  in  1960;  Manervia  Riddle,  who  married  Marion  Byrom;  Ellen  Riddle, 
who  married  Ephrum  Anthony;  Mollie  Riddle,  who  married  Dutch  Cates; 
Dora  Riddle,  who  had  not  married  in  1960;  and  Orrie  Riddle,  who  had 
not  married  in  1960. 

5.  Mary  M.  Hix,  fifth  child  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva  Bearden 
Hix,  was  born  August  7,  1841,  and  died  September  8,  1888.  She  married 
Elisha  Gore,  who  was  born  January  29,  1842,  and  died  July  27,  1908. 
Both  are  buried  in  the  County  Line  Cemetery  in  Moore  County;  but  their 
graves  are  not  side  by  side.  This  is  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  remarriage  of 
Elisha  Gore  to  Mrs.  Milley  Davis,  who  bore  him  one  son.  The  children  of 
Elisha  and  Mary  M.  Hix  Gore  were  as  follows:  Siddie  Gore,  who  married 
John  Calvin  (Chick)  Byrom;  Callie  Gore,  who  married  W.  W.  (Bill) 
Templeton;  and  Bell  Gore,  who  married  Reuben  (Rube)  Setliff. 

6.  James  M.  Hix,  sixth  child  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva  Bearden 
Hix,  was  born  February  7,  1 844,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eleven,  according 
to  the  inscription  on  his  tombstone  in  the  family  cemetery. 

7.  Louisa  Hix,  seventh  child  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva  Bearden 
Hix,  was  born  September  19,  1846,  and  died  May  4,  1910.  On  July  1, 
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1866,  she  married  Thomas  Jefferson  Stephens,  who  was  born  March'  3, 
1846,  and  died  April  21,  1910.  They  are  buried  in  the  Smith  Chapel 
Cemetery,  in  Moore  County,  where  their  birth  and  death  dates  are  re¬ 
corded  on  their  monuments.  Their  marriage  date  was  supplied  by  their 
daughter  Myrtle,  who  has  also  provided  the  names  of  their  children  as 
follows:  Willie  Stephens,  who  married  Dora  Enochs;  Amos  Stephens,  who 
married  Eliza  Byrom,  who  became  the  mother  of  Shirley,  Jimmie  Lou, 
Gilley,  Royce,  Harold,  and  Mabel  Stephens,  and  who  has  furnished  con¬ 
siderable  information  for  these  family  narratives;  Edgar  Stephens,  who 
had  not  married  in  1960;  Laura  Stephens,  who  married  James  (Jim) 
Ervin;  Dosia  Stephens,  who  married  Willie  Watson;  Johnnie  Stephens, 
who  had  not  married  in  1960;  Myrtle  Stephens,  who  married  Closs  Gor¬ 
don,  son  of  Richard  D.  and  Callie  Burrow  Gordon,  and  became  the 
mother  of  Audra  May,  Richard,  and  Mildred  Gordon;  and  Eula  Stephens, 
who  married  Will  Bomar. 

8.  William  Taylor  Hix,  eighth  child  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva 
Bearden  Hix,  was  born  January  31,  1847,  and  died  November  11,  1891. 
On  an  unknown  date,  probably  about  1870,  he  married  Mary  Isabella 
(Belle)  Hutson,  who  was  born  May  15,  1852,  and  died  August  26,  1897. 
In  1880  when  the  census  was  taken  they  were  living  in  Flat  Creek;  but 
they  later  moved  to  Viola,  in  Warren  County,  Tennessee.  They  are  buried 
in  Mt.  Zion  Cemetery,  near  Viola,  where  the  dates  of  their  births  and 
deaths  are  recorded  on  their  monuments,  according  to  a  report  by  their 
granddaughter,  Mrs.  Jessie' Stubblefield  Brown.  After  both  William  Taylor 
and  Mary  Isabella  Hutson  Hix  had  died,  their  three  youngest  living  chil¬ 
dren  came  back  to  Flat  Creek  to  live.  Vesta  lived  with  her  aunt  Louisa 
Hix  Stephens;  Emmett  and  Thomas  Jefferson  (Tom)  with  their  distant 
cousin  Dee  D.  Hix.  There  were  seven  children  in  this  family  as  follows: 
Mary  Ellen  Hix,  who  was  born  December  4,  1871,  married  Asa  Falkner 
Stubblefield,  and  died  November  9,  1954;  William  Taylor  Hix,  Jr.,  who 
married  Ella  Hadley;  Emmett  Hix,  who  was  living  in  Prescott,  Arizona, 
in  1960;  Vesta  Hix,  who  married  Isom  B.  Gowen  and  who  was  living  in 
Oakland,  California,  at  the  time  of  her  death;  Thomas  Jefferson  (Tom) 
Hix,  who  married  Effie  Bedford  and  who  died  in  Phoenix,  Arizona;  B.  N. 
Hix,  who  died  young;  and  an  unnamed  still-born  child. 

9.  Elifus  Columbus  Hix,  ninth  child  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva 
Bearden  Hix,  was  bom  June  30,  1852,  and  died  January  23,  1909.  On 
August  17,  1873,  he  married  Julia  Stephens,  half-sister  of  the  Thomas 
Jefferson  Stephens  who  married  Elifus  Hix’s  sister  Louisa.  Julia  Stephens 
Hix  was  born  March  11,  1856,  and  died  August  26,  1906.  Elifus  and 
Julia  Stephens  Hix  are  buried  in  the  Buckeye  Cemetery,  of  Moore  County, 
Tennessee,  where  their  monuments  bear  record  of  their  birth  and  death 
dates.  On  October  8,  1907,  Elifus  Hix  married  Elizabeth  Gore.  She  was 
born  April  18,  1850,  and  died  November  23,  1936.  She  is  buried  in  the 
County  Line  Cemetery  between  her  father,  John  Gore,  and  her  brother 
Bob  Gore.  Both  of  Elifus  C.  Hix’s  marriage  dates  are  recorded  in  the 
Moore  County  courthouse,  in  Lynchburg,  Tennessee.  Elifus  Columbus  and 
Julia  Stephens  Hix’s  children  are  as  follows:  Allie  Hix,  who  married  Lee 
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Green;  Orrie  Hix,  who  married  Eustice  Prince;  Ollie  Hix,  who  married 
Annie  Lee  Ervin;  and  Hugh  Randolph  Hix,  who  was  born  August  1,  1898, 
and  was  living  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  1962.  This  last  named  child  of 
Elifus  and  Julia  Stephens  Hix  is  the  “Hu  R.  Hix,”  mentioned  previously 
as  having  given  the  writer  the  benefit  of  his  many  years  of  study  of  the 
early  Hix  family  as  well  as  hand-made  copies  of  a  number  of  census  re¬ 
ports  of  the  Twenty-fourth  District  of  Bedford  County.  On  November  11, 
1921,  Hu  R.  Hix  married  Thelma  Bishop,  who  was  born  September  21, 
1902,  and  was  living  in  1962.  The  three  children  in  this  family  are  Hugh 
Bishop  Hix,  who  was  born  February  1,  1924;  Jane  Hix,  who  was  born 
January  29,  1926;  and  William  Randolph  Hix,  who  was  born  October  16, 
1936. 

10.  Joshua  Wilson  Hix,  the  tenth  and  last  child  of  William  Penn  and 
Manerva  Bearden  Hix,  married  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt,  daughter 
of  James  Lafayette  and  Matilda  Angeline  Davis  Holt.  These  maternal 
grandparents  are  the  subjects  of  the  next  section  which  will  be  followed 
by  one  containing  sketches  on  their  twelve  children. 

Joshua  Wilson  Hix  (1854-1902) ,  Elizabeth  Porter  Holt  Hix  ( 1856-1918 ) 

Joshua  Wilson  Hix,  the  last-born  child  of  William  Penn  and  Manerva 
Bearden  Hix,  was  born  November  7,  1854,  and  died  May  1,  1902.  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Bettie)  Holt,  first  child  of  James  Lafayette  and  Matilda  Angeline 
Davis  Holt,  was  born  April  16,  1856,  and  died  January  1,  1918.  Both 
Bettie  and  Joshua  attended  Hill  Top  School  which  was  near  their  homes. 
They  were  married  August  20,  1873,  when  he  was  almost  nineteen  years 
of  age  and  she  a  little  past  seventeen.  The  above  dates  are  recorded  in 
the  family  Bible  which  in  1958  was  in  the  possession  of  their  daughter 
Laurabet  Hix  Bomar.  Their  birth  and  death  dates  are  also  found  on  their 
monuments  in  the  Smith  Chapel  Cemetery,  in  Moore  County,  and  their 
marriage  is  recorded  in  the  Moore  County  courthouse,  in  Lynchburg, 
Tennessee. 

During  the  first  six  years  of  their  married  life  Bettie  and  “Josh”  Hix 
lived  with  his  parents.  No  doubt  a  seventeen-year-old  bride  was  a  welcome 
addition  to  a  home  in  which  for  twenty-nine  years  the  mother  had  been 
confined  to  bed  and  from  which  the  five  daughters  had  already  married 
and  moved  into  homes  of  their  own.  Two  of  Bettie  and  Joshua’s  children, 
Walter  and  Beulah,  were  born  during  these  six  years;  and  Walter,  at  the 
age  of  five,  attended  Hill  Top  School  before  his  mother  and  father  moved 
to  Flat  Creek. 

It  is  said  that  when  Joshua  Hix  was  on  a  deal  for  a  farm  at  Flat  Creek 
his  father  had  his  horse  saddled  and  rode  to  Flat  Creek  to  see  the  farm. 
Available  records  do  not  show  that  Joshua  received  anything  more  than 
advice  from  his  father  in  the  purchase  of  this  farm  which  extended  into  the 
very  heart  of  the  village  and  contained  most  of  the  good  farm  land  adjoin¬ 
ing  it.  The  record  shows  that  J.  W.  Hix  bought  the  87-acre  tract  from  M.  N. 
Mathews  on  June  28,  1880,  for  $3300  to  be  paid  for  in  three  notes  of 
$1100  each,  the  first  being  due  January  1,  1881,  the  next  on  January  1, 
1882,  and  the  final  one  a  year  later  (Bedford  County  Deed  Book  PPP, 
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p.  475).  During  their  first  few  years  in  Flat  Creek  the  family  lived  in  what 
in  later  years  became  known  as  the  Rudd  Home.  About  the  year  1891  Bet- 
tie  and  Joshua  W.  Hix  built  next  door  to  the  Rudd  Home  the  house  which 
became  their  home  for  the  balance  of  their  lives.  At  the  time  of  its  con¬ 
struction  and  for  many  years  to  come,  this  was  the  finest  home  within  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Flat  Creek.  It  was  designed  well  to  house  their  large 
family  of  five  boys  and  five  girls.  It  had  two  upstairs  sections,  one  for  girls 
and  one  for  boys. 

The  Minutes  of  the  Flat  Creek  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church 
show  that  in  1886  J.  W.  and  Bettie  Hix  became  members  during  a  revival 
which  took  in  thirty-nine  people. 

Few  records  about  Joshua  Wilson  Hix  have  been  made  available  to 
his  namesake-grandson,  and  not  much  information  has  been  gathered  from 
descendants  who  remember  him.  One  other  record  is  that  of  the  sale  of 
his  share  of  his  father’s  estate  to  his  brother-in-law  T.  J.  Stephens  for  $600 
on  November  11,  1889  ( Bedford  County  Deed  Book  YYY,  p.  99). 
“Josh  Hix  was  a  hard  working  man,”  is  what  J.  W.  Frost,  the  writer’s  other 
grandfather,  said  of  him  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  addition  to  operating 
his  farm,  he  carried  on  a  logging  business,  marketing  in  Tullahoma  his  lum¬ 
ber  sawed  from  virgin  poplar  timber. 

The  writer’s  mother,  Angie  Hix  Frost,  had  this  to  say  about  her  fa¬ 
ther:  “Papa  was  an  early  riser.  He’d  get  up  at  four  o’clock.  I  remember 
so  well  he’d  come  to  the  foot  of  the  girls’  stairs  and  say,  ‘Get  up  gals  and 
make  biscuits.’  I  knew  that  meant  me.  He’d  make  the  coffee  and  fry  the 
meat,  and  away  he’d  go.” 

During  the  March  Flood  of  1902  Joshua  Wilson  Hix,  like  other  farm¬ 
ers  along  Flat  Creek,  had  much  of  his  fencing  destroyed.  While  retrieving 
rails  from  the  swollen  waters  in  order  to  be  able  to  repair  his  fences,  he 
suffered  an  exposure  which  led  to  pneumonia  from  which  he  died  on  May  1 
at  forty-seven  years  of  age.  Again  the  writer’s  mother  is  quoted.  “Uncle 
Zade  Reagor  (I.  S.  Reagor,  uncle  by  marriage  three  years  later)  took  us 
to  Papa’s  funeral  at  Smith  Chapel  in  a  surry  with  fringe  around  the  top. 
He  drove  two  little  bay  mules.  I  thought  he  was  such  a  good  man  to  do 
that  for  us.” 

Bettie  Hix  was  left  a  widow  with  a  debt  of  $500  and  eight  unmar¬ 
ried  children  ranging  in  age  from  John,  twenty-four,  to  Auda  Fay,  seven. 
How  she  paid  off  the  debt  and  supported  her  children  through  school  and 
up  to  the  time  of  their  marriage  out  of  the  income  from  that  farm  is  diffi¬ 
cult  to  understand  today.  When  she  died  on  January  1,  1918,  her  estate 
was  valued  in  excess  of  $12,000. 

Bettie  Hix  was  said  to  have  been  “the  brains”  of  the  family.  Her 
formal  education  was  limited,  but  she  was  an  extensive  reader  and  was 
considered  by  those  who  knew  her  to  be  an  especially  well  informed  per¬ 
son.  The  story  goes  that  while  at  Hill  Top  School  she  won  a  spelling  contest 
defeating  a  boy  who  later  became  a  superintendent  of  schools.  Her  prize 
was  a  Bible  which  she  kept  as  long  as  she  lived  and  which  in  1962  was 
in  the  possession  of  her  namesake-grandchild,  Bettie  Holt  Hale  Price.  Her 
children  used  to  say  they  did  not  need  a  dictionary.  They  just  asked 
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“Mama.”  When  asked  for  information,  she  would  start  off  by  saying,  “I’ve 
read.  ...”  She  seems  to  have  been  a  sort  of  walking  encyclopedia  for 
her  children  and  their  classmates  while  they  were  in  school.  One  of  the 
classmates,  Mary  Driskill,  used  to  say  that,  if  Auda  Fay’s  mother  could 
not  tell  them  what  they  wanted  to  know,  they  just  would  not  get  to  know. 

The  remainder  of  the  story  of  Bettie  Holt  Hix’s  life  is  based  mainly 
upon  the  writer’s  memory  of  his  own  impressions  when  he  was  a  small  boy. 
Since  third-person  narrative  seems  inadequate  for  the  presentation  of  such 
personal  experiences,  the  next  few  paragraphs  are  written  in  the  first  per¬ 
son.  Although  quotation  marks  are  not  used,  the  words  which  follow  are 
those  which  might  have  been  used  if  the  writer  had  been  asked  by  someone 
else  to  give  his  own  impressions  of  his  maternal  grandmother. 

As  a  young  boy  I  spent  many  a  Saturday  and  Sunday  afternoon  play¬ 
ing  with  my  first  cousins  at  Grandmother  Hix’s.  Back  of  her  house  was  a 
large  orchard  which  seemed  to  have  ripe  fruit  from  early  summer  until 
late  fall.  I  did  not  realize  it  then;  but  now  I  know  that  Grandfather  Hix, 
who  died  before  I  was  born,  planted  those  fruit  trees  which  his  children 
and  grandchildren  enjoyed  so  much.  The  nearby  creeks  which  formed 
“the  forks”  on  Grandmother’s  land  provided  a  number  of  wading  and 
swimming  places  adaptable  to  the  different  ages  through  which  I  passed 
until  I  was  finally  big  enough  to  join  the  older  swimmers  at  “the  elbow.” 

The  big  barn  was  a  continuous  attraction  with  its  two  haylofts  con¬ 
nected  by  a  big  plank  which  served  as  a  bridge  over  the  wagon  hall  below. 
In  the  bam  was  the  big  corn  shelier  which  I  was  warned  could  grind  my 
arm  off  and  the  saddle  room  where  old  fashioned  sidesaddles  were  stored 
from  earlier  days  when  they  had  been  used  by  the  girls  in  the  family. 
Around  this  barn  roamed  the  geese  from  which  Grandmother  picked  feath¬ 
ers  for  pillows  and  feather  beds  for  all  her  children.  Across  the  creek  was 
the  grass  lot  on  which  the  local  baseball  teams  played  games  to  which 
Grandmother’s  grandchildren  were  admitted  free.  Of  much  interest  also 
was  the  forbidden  “behind  the  store”  which  adjoined  Grandmother’s  prop¬ 
erty.  Here  was  a  gold  mine  of  bottle  tops,  tobacco  tags,  and  many  other 
trifles  which  as  a  small  boy  I  treasured. 

Closer  to  the  dwelling  was  the  well  house  where  strong  sulphur  water 
was  drawn  by  rope,  pulley,  and  well  bucket.  In  the  kitchen  was  the  large 
woodburning  range,  and  on  the  wall  was  the  coffee  mill  for  grinding 
Arbuckles’  coffee.  In  the  parlor  was  the  piano  on  which  I  learned  to  play 
“Mammy  Had  a  Speckled  Hen.”  Pleasant  memories  of  such  things  ex¬ 
tend  from  my  very  earliest  until  the  day  Grandmother  died — January  1, 
1918.  I  was  then  eleven  years  old.  Two  days  later  the  children  and  grand¬ 
children  met  for  the  last  time  at  Grandmother’s  to  accompany  her  .  body 
over  snow-covered  roads  to  Smith  Chapel  where  she  was  laid  to  rest  beside 
the  grave  of  Grandfather  Hix. 

Although  automobiles  were  coming  into  popular  use  before  Grand¬ 
mother’s  death,  she  never  owned  one.  I  definitely  associate  her  with  the 
“horse  and  buggy  days.”  I  remember  one  buggy  ride  I  took  with  her.  It 
was  the  day  of  Grandma  Frost’s  funeral.  I  was  less  than  five  years  old, 
and  my  sister  Rachel  was  two.  Grandmother  took  us  on  to  her  home  to 
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await  our  parents  rather  than  wait  at  the  Frost  home  for  the  funeral.  In 
the  buggy  shed  back  of  Grandmother’s  house  stood  an  old  two-seated,  two- 
horse  surry  with  fringe  around  the  top;  but  it  was  already  in  disuse  by 
the  time  of  my  memory.  “Old  Slasher”  is  the  old  gray  horse  which  my 
mother  remembers  during  her  childhood;  but  Old  Dolly,”  a  roan  mare, 
is  the  one  I  remember  best.  I  also  remember  “Old  Daisy,”  another  mare 
which  Grandmother  drove. 

The  grandchildren  were  an  accepted  part  of  every  important  event 
at  Grandmother’s.  I  witnessed  two  weddings  in  her  parlor — Aunt  Laura- 
bet’s  and  Aunt  Wilsie’s.  I  was  present  also  when  Uncle  Peck  brought  home 
his  bride.  I  must  depend  upon  the  memory  of  others,  however,  for  a  hu¬ 
morous  occasion  when  Uncle  Tom  brought  his  future  bride  into  a  Sunday 
afternoon  gathering  of  the  children  and  grandchildren.  Grandmother  was 
holding  one  of  the  smaller  grandchildren  in  her  arms  as  icecream  was 
being  served.  Sharing  hers  with  the  baby  in  her  arms,  she  soon  found  her 
dish  empty  and  asked  for  more.  Knowing  that  there  was  no  more  and  not 
wishing  to  allow  the  fact  to  be  known  by  the  honored  guest,  other  members 
of  the  family  ignored  Grandmother  and  kept  the  conversation  going  about 
something  else.  Not  catching  on,  however,  Grandmother  repeated  when¬ 
ever  she  could  make  herself  heard,  “Bring  me  some  more  icecream. 
Rachel  ate  mine.” 

A  pathetic  event  in  Grandmother’s  life  of  widowhood  was  bidding 
goodbye  to  Aunt  Beulah  and  her  family  as  they  left  for  Arizona  to  seek 
a  cure  for  Uncle  John  Dick’s  tuberculosis.  That  was  on  March  12,  1908. 
“We’ll  never  see  them  again,”  Grandmother  said,  as  the  family  surry,  which 
was  to  take  them  to  the  train,  disappeared  over  the  hill  to  the  north  of  her 
home.  Grandmother  did  not  see  them  again,  for  she  died  before  the  auto¬ 
mobile  and  the  airplane  made  trips  of  that  length  commonplace.  In  1934, 
however,  Aunt  Beulah,  Uncle  John  Dick,  their  daughter  Virginia,  their 
son  Porter,  and  his  wife  Leta  made  their  first  visit  back  to  Tennessee.  Uncle 
John  Dick  had  been  cured  completely  from  tuberculosis  and  returned 
again  in  1958,  at  the  age  of  eighty-seven,  thirteen  years  after  Aunt  Beulah’s 
death. 

With  the  closing  of  his  own  personal  account  of  his  grandmother 
comes  the  end  of  the  narratives  on  the  writer’s  maternal  grandparents. 
The  next  section  contains  sketches  on  their  children  and  lists  their  grand¬ 
children. 


The  Children  of  Joshua  and  Bettie  Holt  Hix 

As  indicated  earlier,  Joshua  Wilson  and  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter 
Holt  Hix  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children.  Ten  grew  to  adult  life,  mar¬ 
ried,  and  had  children  of  their  own.  These  ten — Walter  Lafayette,  Beulah 
Dell,  John  Addison,  Bradford  Earl,  Thomas  (Tom)  William,  Manerva 
Angeline  (Angie),  Henry  Joshua  Tolley  (“Peck”),  Laura  Elyzabeth 
(Laurabet),  Wilsie  Kathleen,  and  Auda  Fay — are  sketched  below;  but  in 
order  to  avoid  the  appearance  of  showing  favoritism  among  persons  yet 
living  or  recently  deceased,  the  sketches  are  limited  strictly  to  genealogical 
data.  In  no  wise  are  they  presumed  to  be  adequate  biological  sketches. 
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1.  Walter  Lafayette  Hix  was  born  August  7,  1874,  died  September  5, 
1950,  and  was  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek.  On  July  6, 
1899,  he  married  Eula  May  Frost,  daughter  of  Joshua  Wright  and  Mary 
Ellen  Reagor  Frost.  She  was  born  August  19,  1878,  and  was  living  at  Flat 
Creek  in  1962.  To  them  were  born  four  children — Guy  Frost  Hix,  who 
married  1)  Pauline  Prior  and  2)  Ann  Uhr;  Leila  Porter  Hix,  who  married 
Henry  Lilburn  Rutledge;  Thomas  Roy  Hix,  who  married  Mary  Taylor; 
and  Kelley  Reagor  Hix,  who  married  Elsie  McMillan. 

2.  Beulah  Dell  Hix  was  born  July  16,  1876,  died  September  5,  1945, 
and  was  buried  in  Phoenix,  Arizona.  On  December  24,  1895,  she  married 
John  David  (Dick)  Womack,  son  of  Andrew  Jackson  and  Sallie  Pearson 
Womack.  He  was  born  February  19,  1871,  and  was  living  in  Phoenix, 
Arizona,  in  1962.  To  this  union  were  born  eight  children — Hugh  Frank 
Womack,  who  died  at  the  age  of  three  before  the  family  moved  to  Arizona; 
Annie  Davis  Womack,  who  married  Turner  Jackson;  Wallace  Hagan  Wo¬ 
mack,  who  married  Mary  Ruth  Hamblen;  Porter  Wilson  Womack,  who 
married  Lolita  (Leta)  Marie  Shotwell;  Andrew  Jackson  Womack,  who 
married  1)  Emma  Smith,  2)  Ruby  Elizabeth  McCauley,  and  3)  Maurine 
Georgire;  John  Richard  Womack,  who  married  Rowena  Mecey;  Lucile 
Womack,  who  married  Horace  Taylor;  and  Virginia  Womack,  who  mar¬ 
ried  Joe  S.  Beebe. 

3.  John  Addison  Hix  was  born  October  7,  1878,  died  March  9,  1952, 
and  was  buried  in  Rosebank  Cemetery,  at  Flat  Creek.  He  married  Joe 
Etta  Templeton,  daughter  of  Newton  and  Louisa  Williams  Templeton.  She 
was  born  August  30,  1882,  and  died  February  12,  1962.  Born  to  this  union 
were  four  children — Elizabeth  Evelyn  Hix,  who  married  Henry  Sutton; 
John  Templeton  Hix,  who  married  Elizabeth  Wiseman;  Etta  Louisa  Hix, 
who  married  Glenn  A.  Petty;  and  Jewell  Jean  Hix,  who  married  Henry 
Nelson  Johnson. 

4.  Bradford  Earl  Hix  was  born  December  9,  1881,  and  was  living  in 
Flat  Creek  in  1962.  On  January  4,  1906,  he  married  Hester  Watson, 
daughter  of  John  Finn  and  Martha  (Mattie)  Margaret  Watson.  She  was 
born  December  13,  1884,  and  was  living  in  1962.  To  them  were  born  five 
children — Harold  Hollis  Hix,  who  married  Hattie  Mae  Schultz;  Runa  Dug¬ 
gan  Hix,  who  married  Mattie  Ree  Holt;  Wanda  Leita  Hix,  who  married 
Kenneth  Melvin  Gunnell;  Jeanette  Hix,  who  married  Francis  J.  Hebert; 
and  Julian  Earl  Hix,  who  married  Margaret  Yates. 

5.  Thomas  (Tom)  William  Hix  was  born  December  7,  1884,  died 
November  22,  1937,  and  was  buried  in  Willow  Mount  Cemetery,  in 
Shelbyville.  On  March  28,  1913,  he  married  Sue  Shapard,  daughter  of 
Henry  Clay  and  Cassie  Streeter  Shapard.  She  was  born  February  4,- 1884, 
and  was  living  in  Shelbyville  in  1962.  To  them  were  born  three  boys — 
Thomas  William  Hix,  Jr.,  who  married  Charles  Reagor;  Clay  Wilson  Hix, 
who  married  Louise  Hughson;  and  Holt  Streeter  Hix,  who  married  Duane 
Browning. 

6.  Manerva  Angeline  (Angie)  Hix,  the  writer’s  mother,  was  born 
April  10,  1886,  and  was  living  on  Goose  Creek  Road,  near  Flat  Creek, 
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in  1962.  On  December  6,  1905,  she  married  Ollie  Lee  Frost,  son  of  Joshua 
Wright  and  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost.  He  was  born  August  25,  1881,  in 
the  home  in  which  they,  the  oldest  married  couple  in  the  Flat  Creek  Com¬ 
munity,  were  living  in  August,  1962.  To  them  were  born  seven  children — 
Wright  Wilson  Frost,  who  married  Marihall  Walker  and  became  the  father 
of  Mary  Angelin  (Marilyn)  and  Russell  Walker  Frost;  Eleanor  Rachel 
Frost,  who  married  Nelson  R.  Salmon  and  became  the  mother  of  Thomas 
Lee  Salmon;  Elizabeth  Lee  Frost,  who  married  Andrew  Rogers  Best  and 
became  the  mother  of  Eric  Garfield  Best;  Carl  Holt  Frost,  a  daughter  who 
had  not  married  in  1962;  Horace  Ebenezer  Frost,  who  married  Doris 
Bryant  and  became  the  father  of  Betty  Jo,  Susan  May,  Nancy  Lee,  and 
Carol  Ann  Frost;  Olivene  Frost,  who  married  Richard  Charles  Osmundson 
and  became  the  mother  of  Hazel  Ann  and  David  Charles  Osmundson; 
and  Billy  Dee  Frost,  who  married  Emily  Elizabeth  Andreini,  and  became 
the  father  of  Laura  (Laurie)  Elise  Frost. 

7.  Henry  Joshua  Tolley  (“Peck”)  Hix  was  born  April  11,  1888, 
and  was  living  in  Shelbyville  in  1962.  On  December  28,  1913,  he  mar¬ 
ried  Effie  Armenta  (Angeline)  Snell,  daughter  of  Bill  and  Maggie  Elkins 
Shell.  She  was  born  January  29,  1896,  and  was  living  in  1962.  To  them 
was  born  one  son,  Wayne  Palmer  Hix,  who  married  Mary  Lucile  Hick- 
erson. 

8.  Laura  Elyzabeth  (Laurabet)  was  born  July  7,  1889,  and  was  liv¬ 
ing  at  Raus  in  1962.  On  November  20,  1913,  she  married  Eldridge  Landon 
Bomar,  son  of  Newton  and  Fannie  Lokey  Bomar.  He  was  born  June  17, 
1884,  died  December  27,  1953,  and  was  buried  in  Bomar  Cemetery.  To 
this  union  were  born  four  girls — Elizabeth  Eldridge  Bomar,  who  married 
Robert  Ellis  Chase  but  later  divorced  him;  Margaret  Louise  Bomar,  who 
married  Arthur  Edward  McKee;  Marion  Ruth  Bomar,  who  married  Law¬ 
rence  Russell  Laughlin;  and  Martha  Jean  Bomar,  who  married  William 
Adolphus  Norton. 

9.  Wilsie  Kathleen  Hix  was  born  March  7,  1892,  and  was  living  at 
Flat  Creek  in  1962.  On  December  23,  1914,  she  married  David  Franklin 
Shoffner,  son  of  Allen  and  Sallie  West  Shoffner.  He  was  born  October  6, 
1892,  and  was  living  in  1962.  They  had  five  children — Mary  Cathlyn 
Shoffner;  David  Franklin  Shoffner,  Jr.,  who  died  young;  Frances  Rebecca 
Shoffner,  who  married  James  Huffman  Morse;  Emma  Lee  Shoffner,  who 
married  John  Robert  Tyree;  and  Sara  Lynn  Shoffner,  who  died  in  infancy. 

10.  James  Holt  Hix  was  born  April  4,  1894,  and  died  October  6,  the 
same  year. 

11.  Auda  Fay  Hix  was  born  July  6,  1895,  and  was  living  in  Tulla- 
homa  in  1962.  On  June  8,  1918,  she  married  William  Clark  Hale,  son  of 
Joe  and  Orrie  Bryant  Hale.  He  was  born  September  4,  1 894,  and  was  liv¬ 
ing  in  1962.  To  them  were  born  three  children — William  Clark  Hale,  Jr., 
who  married  Nell  Davis;  Dennis  Parker  Hale,  who  married  1)  Sarah  Max¬ 
well  and  2)  Frances  Wood;  and  Bettie  Holt  Hale,  who  married  Billy  Ray 
Price. 

12.  The  twelfth  and  last  child  of  Joshua  Wilson  and  Elizabeth  (Bet- 
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tie)  Porter  Holt  Hix  was  still-born  and  unnamed.  The  birth  occurred  Au¬ 
gust  11,  1901.  If  he  had  lived,  he  would  have  been  less  than  nine  months 
old  when  his  father  died. 

Attempt  is  made  in  the  Appendix  to  list  the  names  of  all  the  descend¬ 
ants  of  Joshua  Wilson  Hix  and  wife  Elizabeth  (Bettie)  Porter  Holt  Hix 
with  their  birth,  marriage,  and  death  dates  up  to  June,  1962,  to  the  extent 
to  which  they  have  been  made  available  to  the  writer. 


Appendix 

WILLIAM  HIX’S  WILL 


(The  handwritten  copy  of  William  Hix’s  will  drawn  by  D.  D.  Hix  on  May  1, 
1833,  was  destroyed  by  the  fire  which  took  the  home  of  E.  L.  Philpott  in  1944.  The 
courthouse  record  of  this  will  had  been  lost  in  the  Civil  War  fire  which  destroyed  the 
Bedford  County  courthouse  in  March,  1863.  This  copy  was  made  from  two  typed 
copies,  not  entirely  alike,  furnished  by  descendants  Edwin  Philpott  and  Mrs.  Ruth  C. 
Parsons  Tribble.  Since  it  is  impossible  to  present  the  will  exactly  as  D.  D.  Hix  wrote 
it,  some  editing  has  been  used  to  make  this  copy  express  more  clearly  what  is  thought 
to  have  been  William  Hix’s  true  will.) 

In  the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  William  Hix  of  the  County  of  Bedford  and  State 
of  Tennessee,  being  in  a  low  state  of  health,  but  having  a  disposing  mind  and  mem¬ 
ory,  and  knowing  that  it  is  appointed  for  all  men  once  to  die,  do  make  this  my  last 
will  and  testament,  revoking  all  others. 

First:  I  recommend  my  body  to  the  dust  from  whence  it  came  and  my  soul  to 
God  who  gave  it. 

Second:  My  will  is  that  all  my  just  debts  and  funeral  expenses  be  paid  and 
satisfied. 

Third:  I  lend  to  my  beloved  wife  Sally  Hix  the  tract  of  land  whereon  I  now 
live,  my  stock  of  horses,  cattle,  hogs,  and  sheep,  farming  utensils,  household  and 
kitchen  furniture,  and  every  article  not  mentioned  belonging  to  the  farm,  and  four 
Negroes,  Viz:  Big  Harry,  Crusoe,  Silvy,  and  Annis  to  have  full  and  peaceable  pos¬ 
session  of  the  same  during  her  natural  life  or  widowhood. 

Fourth:  I  give  to  my  daughter  Nancy  Word  one  Negro  girl  named  Rachael, 
which  I  think  is  worth  $325. 

Fifth:  I  give  to  my  daughter  Betsy  Ann  Mallard  one  Negro  girl  Dicey,  worth 
$300. 

Sixth:  I  give  my  daughter  Alcey  Stewart  one  Negro  girl  named  Rhoda  at  $275. 

Seventh:  I  give  to  my  daughter  Judith  Gambell  one  Negro  girl  named  Mahala 
worth  $200,  one  yoke  of  oxen  that  her  husband  John  Gambell  has  in  his  possession 
worth  $20,  and  $6.50  which  is  due  me,  making  in  all  $226.50. 

Eighth:  I  give  to  my  daughter  Sibby  Hall  one  Negro  girl  named  Chancey  worth 
$350. 

Ninth:  I  give  to  my  son  John  C.  Hix  the  Schooler  tract  of  land  whereon  he  now 
lives  and  ten  acres  adjoining  the  Hubbard  tract. 

Tenth:  I  give  to  my  daughter  Mary  one  Negro  girl  named  Milly. 

Eleventh:  I  give  to  my  daughter  Rebecca  one  Negro  girl  named  Winney,  the 
last  two  named  Negroes  to  be  valued  at  the  time  they  take  possession  agreeable  to 
the  prices  of  those  I  have  given  to  my  other  daughters  and  at  the  death  or  inter¬ 
marriage  of  my  wife  all  those  of  less  value  than  the  one  given  to  my  daughter  Sibby 
to  be  made  equal  to  hers  before  any  division  takes  place  amongst  them  all. 

Twelfth:  My  will  and  wish  is  that  my  four  children  (Viz):  Mary,  Rebecca, 
William,  and  Joshua  shall  receive  of  the  personal  property  left  to  my  wife  as  much 
as  heretofore  has  been  given  to  those  who  are  married  to  be  paid  to  them  when  they 
become  of  lawful  age. 

Clause  13:  I  give  to  my  sons  William  and  Joshua  the  land  above  named  to  my 
wife  at  her  death  or  marriage  to  be  divided  between  them  as  may  be  thought  to  be 
advisable,  the  above  land  to  two  sons  including  all  my  land  except  that  given  to  my 
son  John  C.  Hix. 

14:  I  give  to  my  son  D.  D.  Hix  $5.00. 

15:  My  will  is  that  if  my  wife  should  marry  that  she  shall  have  the  Negro  Annis, 
one  horse  and  saddle  and  bed  and  furniture;  but  the  Negro  is  not  to  be  disposed  of 
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in  any  way  so  that  my  children  shall  not  get  the  benefit  of  her  and  her  increase  at 
the  death  of  my  wife. 

16:  My  will  is  that  the  above  named  property  lent  to  my  wife  not  otherwise 
disposed  of  with  the  increase  thereof,  if  any,  at  the  death  of  my  wife  be  equally 
divided  amongst  my  children  (Viz):  Nancy  Word,  Betsey  Anne  Mallard,  John  C. 
Hix,  Alcey  Stewart,  Judith  Gambell,  Sibby  Hall,  Mary  Hix,  Rebecca  Hix,  William 
Hix,  and  Joshua  Hix. 

17:  And  lastly  I  constitute  my  two  sons  D.  D.  Hix  and  J.  C.  Hix  my  lawful 
executors  to  this  my  last  will  and  testament. 

In  witness  hereof  I  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this  30th  day  of  March,  1833. 

[Signed]  William  Hix  [Seal] 

This  is  a  true  copy  of  the  last  will  of  William  Hix  drawn  by  D.  D.  Hix  this  the 
1st.  of  May  1833.  D.  D.  Hix. 
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The  Numbering  System 

Joshua  Wright  Frost  and  his  wife  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost  are  given  no 
numbers  in  the  chart  which  follows;  but  each  of  their  children  is  given  a  number 
in  the  order  of  his  birth.  Likewise  in  each  succeeding  generation,  each  child  is 
given  a  number  with  all  figures,  except  the  last,  corresponding  to  the  number 
already  assigned  to  his  parent  in  the  Frost  line.  Each  preceding  figure  indicates 
an  ancestor,  and  the  number  of  figures  in  each  number  indicates  the  number  of 
generations  from  Joshua  Wright  Frost  to  the  descendant.  Thus  3-2-2-3,  the 
number  for  James  Patrick  Gibson,  signifies  that  he  is  a  great-great-grandchild 
of  Joshua  Wright  Frost,  a  great-grandchild  of  Eula  May  Frost  (3),  a  grandchild 
of  Leila  Porter  Hix  (3-2),  and  the  third  child  of  Frances  Claire  Rutledge  (3-2 
-2). 


JOSHUA  WRIGHT  FROST  MARY  ELLEN  REAGOR 

b.  April  26,  1854  m.  Aug.  20,  1874  b.  Nov.  8,  1854 

d.  Dec.  31,  1931  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d.  July  2,  1911 

Children: 

1.  Georgie  Reagor  Frost,  b.  Aug.  29,  1875;  d.  July  8, 

1959 

2.  Herbert  Frost,  b.  Nov.  21,  1876;  d.  Nov.  1,  1880 

3.  Eula  May  Frost,  b.  Aug.  19,  1878 

4.  Ollie  Lee  Frost,  b.  August  25,  1881 

5.  John  Roy  Frost,  b.  May  27,  1883;  d.  Aug.  15,  1884 

6.  Elizabeth  Dee  Frost,  b.  Jan.  29,  1888 

7.  Kelley  Irene  Frost,  b.  April  22,  1890 

8.  Carl  Wright  Frost,  b.  Feb.  16,  1892 

9.  Mary  Lillian  Frost,  b.  May  3,  1894 

1.  GEORGIE  REAGOR  FROST  ANDREW  JACKSON  DRISKILL,  JR. 
b.  Aug.  29,  1875  m.  Dec.  29,  1895  b.  Aug.  17,  1872 

d.  July  8,  1959  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d.  April  16,  1962 

Children  (Grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

1-1.  Harry  Beagor  Driskill,  b.  Sept.  24,  1896;  d.  June  19, 

1947 

1-2.  Mary  Frost  Driskill,  b.  July  22,  1898;  d.  Aug.  2, 

1932 

1-3.  Andrew  Wright  Driskill,  b.  Nov.  24,  1902;  d.  Nov.  13,  * 

1958 

1-4.  Lemaye  Driskill,  b.  July  9,  1909 
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1-1.  HARRY  REAGOR  DRISKILL  ROSALEE  BROYLES 

b.  Sept.  24,  1 896  m.  Mar.  11,1925  b.  Feb.  1 ,  1 904 

d.  June  19,  1947  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

One  child  (great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

1-1-1.  ELLEN  REAGOR  DRISKILL  CARMACK  CARRIER 

b.  Jan.  4,  1926  m.  Aug.  1,1947  b.  Oct.  4,  1919 

d.  Sullivan  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

(No  children  in  1962) 

1-2.  MARY  FROST  DRISKILL  ANDERSON  PARKS  GAMMILL 

b.  July  22,  1 898  m.  Jan.  11,1923  b.  Nov.  1 1 ,  1 899 

d.  Aug.  2,  1932  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

1-2—1.  Nancy  Wright  Gammill,  b.  Aug.  3,  1925 
1-2-2.  Mary  Dews  Gammill,  b.  Mar.  31,1 929 
1-2-1.  NANCY  WRIGHT  GAMMILL  WALTER  HAROLD  TUCKER 
b.  Aug.  3,  1925  m.  1)  June  20,  1953  b.  Sept.  9,  1920 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d.  (divorced) 

(No  children  to  this  marriage) 

VICTOR  WILLIAM  FABIAN 
m.  2)  Aug.  27,  1960  b.  Feb.  13,  1933 

Dougherty  Co.,  Ga.  d. 

Child  (great-great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  F.): 

1-2-1— 1.  Nancy  Anne  Fabian,  b.  October  4,  1961 
1-2-2.  MARY  DEWS  GAMMILL  ADOLPHUS  AUGUSTUS  DRAKE 
.  Mar.  31,  1929  m.  April  9,  1955  b.  Sept.  15,  1920 

Mecklenburg  Co.,  N.  C.  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

1  —2—2—  1 .  Pamela  Dawn  Drake,  b.  June  14,  1956 
1-2-2-2.  Nancy  Ann  Drake,  b.  Sept.  12,  1957 
1 -2-2-3.  Denise  Parks  Drake,  b.  Aug.  25,  1961 
3.  EULA  MAY  FROST  WALTER  LAFAYETTE  HIX 

b.  Aug.  19,  1878  m.  July  6,  1889  b.  Aug.  7,  1874 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d.  Sept.  5,  1950 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.): 

3—1.  Guy  Frost  Hix,  b.  May  25,  1900 
3-2.  Leila  Porter  Hix,  b.  Feb.  24,  1903 
3-3.  Thomas  Roy  Hix,  b.  Sept.  22,  1907 
3-4.  Kelley  Reagor  Hix,  b.  April  22,  1911 
3-1.  GUY  FROST  HIX  PAULINE  PRIOR 


b.  May  25,  1900 
d. 


3-1-1. 

3-1-2. 

3-1-3. 


m.  1)  Dec.  21,  1927  -  b.  May  7,  1908 
Dayton,  Ohio  d.  (divorced) 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

Carolyn  Jean  Hix,  b.  Feb.  12,  1930 
Barbara  Ann  Hix,  b.  Sept.  18,  1931 
Jacolyn  Darlene  Hix,  b.  Dec.  22,  1932 

ANNE  UHR 


m.  2)  Nov.  16,  1941  b.  Jan.  1,  1914 

San  Antonio,  Texas  d.  (divorced) 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

3-1-4.  Guy  Frost  Hix,  Jr.,  b.  July  1,  1944 

3-1-5.  Robert  Leo  Hix,  b.  July  1,  1944;  d.  July  2,  1944 

3-1-6.  Carl  Walter  Hix,  b.  Nov.  29,  1945 
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3-1-1.  CAROLYN  JEAN  HIX  CHESTER  MAXWELL 

b.  Feb.  12,  1930  m.  Aug.  12,  1950  b.  Feb.  12,  1928 

d.  Cincinnati,  Ohio  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

3—1— 1—1.  Debbora  Lyn  Maxwell,  b.  April  8,  1953 
3— 1—1— 2.  Scott  Duane  Maxwell,  b.  Jan.  18,  1956 
3— 1—1— 3.  Barbara  Ann  Maxwell,  b.  Sept.  26,  1958 
3-1-2.  BARBARA  ANN  HIX  EDWARD  NORRIS 

b.  Sept.  18,  1931  m.  July  31,  1948  b.  Nov.  14,  1927 

d.  Newport,  Ky.  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

3-1 -2-1.  Stephen  M.  Norris,  b.  Aug.  15,  1949 
3-1-2-2.  Gary  Wayne  Norris,  b.  Dec.  24,  1951 
3-1-2-3.  Kathleen  Ann  Norris,  b.  Oct.  17,  1953 
3-1-2-4.  Karen  Sue  Norris,  b.  Mar.  25,  1959 


3-1-3.  JACOLYN  DARLENE  HIX  DONALD  KAHNY 

b.  Dec.  22,  1932  m.  April  21,  1951  b.  Dec.  2,  1928 

d.  Cincinnati,  Ohio  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

3—1— 3—1 .  Mark  Kahny,  b.  April  12,  1954 
3-1-3-2.  Donnie  Kahny,  b.  Sept.  11,  1956 
3-1 -3-3.  Lisa  Kahny,  b.  Sept.  30,  1957 

3-2.  LEILA  PORTER  HIX  HENRY  LILBURN  RUTLEDGE 

b.  Feb.  24,  1903  m.  June  18,  1925  b.  Dec.  30,  1895 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

3-2-1.  Henry  Frost  Rutledge,  b.  May  27,  1926 
3-2-2.  Frances  Claire  Rutledge,  b.  Jan.  20,  1928 
3-2-3.  Howard  Lilburn  Rutledge,  b.  June  30,  1931 
3-2-2.  FRANCES  CLAIRE  RUTLEDGE  HOMER  GIBSON 

b.  Jan.  20,  1928  m.  Mar.  14,  1952  b.  May  5,  1925 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

3-2-2-1.  Mary  Ellen  Gibson,  b.  Jan.  4,  1953 
3-2-2-2.  Walter  Glenn  Gibson,  b.  Dec.  8,  1955 
3-2-2-3.  James  Patrick  Gibson,  b.  Mar.  14,  1959 


3-2-3.  HOWARD  LILBURN  RUTLEDGE 
b.  June  30,  1931  m.  Sept.  29,  1959 

d.  Detroit,  Michigan 


GILDA  FRANCES  RENDA 
b. Jan.  23,  1929 
d. 


3-3.  THOMAS  ROY  HIX  MARY  TAYLOR 

b.  Sept  22,  1907  m.  Dec.  14,  1941  b.  July  6,  1914 

d.  Franklin  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

3-3-1.  Lewis  Dunn  Hix,  b.  Sept.  9,  1945 
3-3-2.  Dale  Thomas  Hix,  b.  June  6,  1950 


3-4.  KELLEY  REAGOR  HIX  ELSIE  McMILLAN 

b.  April  22,  1911  m.  Jan.  22,  1949  b.  Aug.  20,  1917 

d.  Nashville,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (adopted  great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

3-4-1.  Marshall  Lloyd  Hix,  b.  Feb.  21,  1953  (adopted) 

3-4-2.  Carol  Ann  Hix,  b.  Feb.  10,  1955  (adopted) 


Descendants  of  Joshua  Wright  Frost  and  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost  309 


4.  OLLIE  LEE  FROST  MANERVA  ANGELINE  (ANGIE)  HIX 

b.  Aug.  25,  1881  m.  Dec.  6,  1905  b.  April  10,  1886 

d.  '  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

4-1.  Wright  Wilson  Frost,  b.  Sept.  14,  1906 

4-2.  Eleanor  Rachel  Frost,  b.  February  19,  1909;  d. 

June  14,  1955 

4-3.  Elizabeth  Lee  Frost,  b.  Sept.  1,  1913 
4-4.  Carl  Holt  Frost  (f),  b.  June  24,  1918 
4-5.  Horace  Ebenezer  Frost,  b.  Oct.  27,  1920 
4-6.  Olivene  Frost,  b.  Dec.  5,  1923 
4-7.  Billy  Dee  Frost,  b.  Nov.  16,  1930 

4-1.  WRIGHT  WILSON  FROST  MARIHALL  WALKER 

b.  Sept.  14,  1906  m.  Aug.  9,  1938  b.  May  13,  1916 

d.  Nashville,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

4-1-1.  Mary  Angelin  (Marilyn)  Frost,  b.  Dec.  1,  1940 
4-1-2.  Russell  Walker  Frost,  b.  November  18,  1945 


4-2.  ELEANOR  RACHEL  FROST  -  NELSON  R.  SALMON 

b.  Feb.  19,  1909  m.  July  15,  1941  b.  Mar.  24,  1908 

d.  June  14,  1955  Malad,  Idaho  d. 

One  child  (great-grandson  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

4-2-1.  Thomas  Lee  Salmon,  b.  April  16,  1942 
4-3.  ELIZABETH  LEE  FROST  ANDREW  ROGERS  BEST 

b.  Sept.  1,  1913  m.  Dec.  6,  1938  b.  Feb.  12,  1912 

d.  Monroe  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

One  child  (great-grandson  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

4-3-1.  Eric  Garfield  Best,  b.  Mar.  10,  1942 


4-5.  HORACE 
b.  Oct.  27,  1920 
d. 


4-5-1. 
4-5-2. 
4-5-3. 
4-5-4. 
4-6.  OLIVENE 


EBENEZER  FROST  DORIS  MAY  BRYANT 

m.  July  26,  1947  b.  Feb.  5,  1925 

Schenectady,  N.  Y.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

Betty  Jo  Frost,  b.  May  1,  1949 
Susan  May  Frost,  b.  Feb.  5,  1952 
Nancy  Lee  Frost,  b.  Sept.  24,  1954 
Carol  Ann  Frost,  b.  October  5,  1958 

FROST  RICHARD  CHARLES  OSMUNDSON 


b.  Dec.  5,  1923  m.  Dec.  25,  1946  b.  Dec.  25,  1921 

d.  San  Diego,  Calif.  ,  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

4-6-1.  Hazel  Ann  Osmundson,  b.  Oct.  1,  1947 
4-6-2.  David  Charles  Osmundson,  b.  July  22,  1949 
4-7.  BILLY  DEE  FROST  EMILY  ELIZABETH  ANDREINI 

b.  Nov.  16,  1930  m.  June  13,  1954  b.  Feb.  19,  1933 

d.  Knoxville,  Tenn.  d. 

Child  (great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  F.): 

4-7-1.  Laura  (Laurie)  Elise  Frost,  b.  Nov.  8,  1961 


6.  ELIZABETH  DEE  FROST  PERLEY  ISAAC  REED 

b.  Jan.  29,  1888  m.  June  21,  1922  b.  Sept.  28,  1887 

d.  Morgantown,  W.  Va.  d. 

No  children  to  this  marriage 
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7.  KELLEY  IRENE  FROST  RAY  PARKER  ATKINSON 

b.  Jan.  29,  1888  m.  June  21,  1922  b.  July  28,  1883 

d.  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  d.  Sept.  5,  1950 

No  children  to  this  marriage 

8.  CARL  WRIGHT  FROST  LILLIS  STONE 

b.  Feb.  16,  1892  m.  Sept.  23,  1922  b.  July  17,  1902 

d.  Moore  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

8-1.  John  Wright  Frost,  b.  Nov.  30,  1923 
8-2.  Mary  Ann  Frost,  b.  Nov.  9,  1927 
8-3.  Sara  Boone  Frost,  b.  Nov.  9,  1927 

8-1.  JOHN  WRIGHT  FROST  NORSEY  TOLLEY 

b.  Nov.  30,  1923  m.  Jan.  17,  1948  b.  Nov.  23,  1919 

d.  Lexington,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

8-1-1.  Martin  Wright  Frost,  b.  Aug.  8,  1949 
8-1-2.  Charles  William  Frost,  b.  Jan.  3,  1951 
8-1-3.  Nancy  Etta  Frost,  b.  Jan.  5,  1953 
8-2.  MARY  ANN  FROST  DALTON  TOMLINSON 


b.  Nov.  9,  1927  m.  June  17,  1950  b.  June  14,  1926 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

8-2-1.  Henry  Carl  Tomlinson,  b.  Jan.  25,  1956 
8-2-2.  Kenneth  Stone  Tomlinson,  b.  Jan.  25,  1958 

8- 3.  SARAH  BOONE  FROST  WILLIAM  EDWIN  PRATHER 

b.  Nov.  9,  1927  m.  June  1,1952  b.  Nov.  23,  1918 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

8-3-1.  Amy  Frost  Prather,  b.  Oct.  18,  1957 

8- 3-2.  William  Edwin  Prather,  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  7,  1959 

9.  MARY  LILLIAN  FROST  JAMES  LONNIE  BEARDEN 

b.  May  3,  1894  m.  Aug.  20,  1914  b.  April  18,  1891 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

9- 1.  James  Lonnie  Bearden,  Jr.,  b.  June  11,  1917 
9-2.  Clay  Frost  Bearden,  b.  May  8,  1921 

9- 1.  JAMES  LONNIE  BEARDEN,  JR.  PAULINE  ALEXANDER 

b.  June  1 1,  1917  m.  Mar.  16,  1941  b.  May  22,  1916 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

9-1-1.  Sheilah  Ann  Bearden,  b.  April  19,  1946 
9-1-2.  Marian  Jean  Bearden,  b.  Jan.  8,  1950 
9-2.  CLAY  FROST  BEARDEN  ALICE  ELEANOR  WIGGS 

b.  Mar.  8,  1921  m.  July  16,  1950  b.  Aug.  23,  1923 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  F.) : 

9-2-1.  Clay  Frost  Bearden,  Jr.,  b.  May  1 8,  1953 
9-2-2.  Alice  Lynn  Bearden,  b.  June  24,  1955 
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descendants  of  Joshua  Wright  Frost  and  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost. 
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JOSHUA  WILSON  HIX  ELIZABETH  (BETTIE)  PORTER  HOLT 

b.  Nov.  7,  1854  m.  Aug.  20,  1873  b.  April  16,  1856 

d.  May  1,  1902  Moore  Co.,  Tenn.  d.  Jan.  1,1918 

Children: 

1.  Walter  Lafayette  Hix,  b.  Aug.  7,  1874;  d.  Sept.  5,  1950 

2.  Beulah  Dell  Hix,  b.  July  16,  1876;  d.  Sept.  5,  1945 

3.  John  Addison  Hix,  b.  Oct.  7,  1878;  d.  Mar.  9, 

1952 

4.  Bradford  Earl  Hix,  b.  Dec.  9,  1881 

5.  Thomas  William  Hix,  b.  Dec.  7,  1884;  d.  Nov.  22, 

1937 

6.  Manerva  Angeline  (Angie)  Hix,  b.  April  10,  1886 

7.  Henry  Joshua  Tolley  Hix,  b.  April  11,  1888 

8.  Laura  Elyzabeth  (Laurabet)  Hix,  b.  July  7,  1889 

9.  Wilsie  Kathlene  Hix,  b.  Mar.  7,  1892 

10.  James  Holt  Hix,  b.  April  4,  1894;  d.  Oct.  6,  1894 

11.  Auda  Fay  Hix,  b.  July  6,  1895 

12.  Unnamed,  still-born  infant,  Aug.  11,  1901 

1.  WALTER  LAFAYETTE  HIX  .  EULA  MAY  FROST 

b.  Aug.  7,  1874  m.  July  6,  1899  b.  Aug.  19,  1878 

d.  Sept.  5,  1950  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

The  children,  grandchildren,  and  great-grandchildren  of  Walter  La¬ 
fayette  Hix  and  Eula  May  Frost  Hix  are  listed  as  Descendants  of  Joshua 
Wright  Frost  and  Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost  under  No.  3.  Eula  May  Frost. 

2.  BEULAH  DELL  HIX  JOHN  DAVID  (DICK)  WOMACK 

b.  July  16,  1876  m.  Dec.  24,  1895  b.  Feb.  19,  1871 

d.  Sept.  5,  1945  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2-1.  Hugh  Frank  Womack,  b.  Sept.  9,  1896;  d.  Jan. 

18, 1900 

2-2.  Annie  Davis  Womack,  b.  Sept.  29,  1898;  d.  in 
1930 

2-3.  Wallace  Hagan  Womack,  b.  June  16,  1901 
2-4.  Porter  Wilson  Womack,  b.  Jan.  21,  1903 
2-5.  Andrew  Jackson  Womack,  b.  Jan.  10,  1907 
2-6.  John  Richard  Womack,  b.  Dec.  30,  1908 
2-7.  Lucile  Womack,  b.  Jan.  8,  1913 
2-8.  Virginia  Womack,  b.  Mar.  4,  1918 

2-2.  ANNIE  DAVIS  WOMACK  TURNER  JACKSON 

b.  Sept.  29,  1898  m.  Dec.  ,1920  b.  June  25,  1897 

d.  1930  Phoenix,  Arizona  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.): 

2-2-1.  Harriet  Ellen  Jackson,  b.  June  23,  1922 
2-2-2.  Milton  Turner  Jackson,  b.  July  3,  1928 
2-2-1.  HARRIETT  ELLEN  JACKSON  JACK  HOWARD  ANNALA 

b.  June  23,  1922  m.  Aug.  1,  1942  b.  Oct.  29,  1915 

d.  Mesa,  Arizona  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) 

2— 2— 1—1 .  Jack  Howard  Annala,  Jr.,  b.  June  3,  1943 
2-2-1-2.  Ellen  Kay  Annala,  b.  June  12,  1945 
2-2-1-3.  Claudine  Jo  Annala,  b.  July  10,  1949 
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2-2- 1-4.  Lowell  Wayne  Annala,  b.  April  4,  1951 
2-2- 1-5.  Nancy  Lynn  Annala,  b.  April  23,  1954 
2-2-2.  MILTON  TURNER  JACKSON  MARGARET  LUCILE 

MOTHERSHED 

b.  July  3,  1928  m.  Sept.  13,  1950  b.  July  14,  1932 

d.  Florence,  Arizona  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2-2-2-1.  Danny  Turner  Jackson,  b.  July  23,  1951 
2-2-2-2.  Andy  Sherman  Jackson,  b.  Dec.  10,  1953 
2-2-2-3.  Vicki  Lynn  Jackson,  b.  April  2,  1955 
2-3.  WALLACE  HAGAN  WOMACK  MARY  RUTH  HAMBLEN 

b.  June  16,  1901  m.  May  7,  1920  b.  Aug.  3,  1905 

d.  Phoenix,  Arizona  d. 

One  child  (great-granddaughter  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2-3-1.  Dorothy  Mae  Womack,  b.  May  14,  1921 
2-3-1.  DOROTHY  MAE  WOMACK  WILLIAM  DALE  WELLMER 
b.  May  14,  1921  m.  May  8,  1952  b.  Jan.  12,  1921 

d.  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  d. 

Child  (great-great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  H.): 

2— 3— 1—1 .  Patricia  Ann  Wellmer,  b.  Jan.  4,  1953 
2-4.  PORTER  WILSON  WOMACK  LOLITA  (LETA)  MARIE 

SHOTWELL 

b.  Jan.  21,  1903  m.  Sept.  25,  1923  b.  Sept.  20,  1903 

d.  Los  Angeles,  Calif.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2-4-1.  Barbara  Lee  Womack,  b.  April  14,  1927 
2-4-2.  Ilah  Marie  Womack,  b.  Oct.  23,  1929 
2-4-1.  BARBARA  LEE  WOMACK  CLAYTON  JAMES  DEAN 

b.  April  14,  1927  m.  June  16,  1948  b.  Jan.  1 7,  1926 

d.  Phoenix,  Arizona  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2— 4— 1—1 .  James  Lee  Dean,  b.  Mar.  17,  1949 
2-4-1-2.  William  Porter  Dean,  b.  June  29,  1951 
2-4-1-3.  Gary  Alan  Dean,  b.  May  5,  1953 
2-4-2.  ILAH  MARIE  WOMACK  JOHN  WILSON  PICKERELL 

b.  Oct.  23,  1929  m.  Dec.  23,  1950  b.  Sept.  20,  1926 

d.  Phoenix,  Arizona  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.); 

2-4-2-1.  Douglass  Murray  Pickerell,  b.  Oct.  12,  1952 
2-4— 2-2.  Hollis  Louise  Pickerell,  b.  April  29,  1954 
2-4-2-3.  Thomas  Wilson  Pickerell,  b.  July  14,  1956 
2-4—2-4.  Wayne  David  Pickerell,  b.  May  27,  1958 
2-5.  ANDREW  JACKSON  WOMACK 


EMMA  SMITH 


b.  Jan.  10,  1907 
d. 


(divorced) 


m.  1)  1933  b. 

Phoenix,  Arizona  d. 

One  child  (great-grandson  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2-5-1.  Billy  Frank  Womack,  b.  Nov.  1,  1935 

RUBY  ELIZABETH  McCAULEY 
m.  2)  April  22,  1938  b.  Mar.  13,  1922 
Flagstaff,  Arizona  d.  (divorced) 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2-5-2.  Karen  Virginia  Womack,  b.  May  11,  1939 
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ROWENA  MECEY 
b.  May  26,  1914 
d.  (divorced) 


2-5-3.  Judith  Louise  Womack,  b.  July  5,  1941 
2-5-4.  Timothy  Andrew  Womack,  b.  Nov.  24,  1945 

MAURINE  GEORGIRE 
m.  3)  Oct.  21,  1950  b.  July  15,  1928 

Las  Vegas,  Nevada  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2-5-5.  Susan  Del  Womack,  b.  May  2,  1952 
2-5-6.  Cynthia  Elaine  Womack,  b.  Nov.  4, 1954 
2-5-7.  Mark  David  Womack,  b.  Dec.  19,  1956 
2-5-2.  KAREN  VIRGINIA  WOMACK  ROY  HONEYCUTT 

b.  May  11,  1939  m.  May  16,  1959  b.  Oct.  1,  1937 

d.  Las  Vegas,  Nevada  d. 

Child  (great-great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  H.): 

2-5-2-1.  Nancy  Kay  Honeycutt,  b.  1960 
2-5-3.  JUDITH  LOUISE  WOMACK  WILLIAM  HENRY  TANNER  III 
b.  July  5,  1941  m.  Oct.  5,  1960  b.  April  15,  1937 

d.  Phoenix,  Arizona  d. 

Child  (great-great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  H.) 

2-5-3-1.  Jeffrey  William  Tanner,  b.  1961 
2-6.  JOHN  RICHARD  WOMACK 
b.  Dec.  30,  1908  m.  1930 

d.  Phoenix,  Arizona 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.): 

2-6-1.  Beverly  Jean  Womack,  b.  Sept.  16,  1932 
2-6-2.  Donald  Richard  Womack,  b.  June  4,  1934 
2-6-1.  BEVERLY  JEAN  WOMACK  JERRY  BINKLEY 

b.  Sept.  16,  1932  m.  July  14,  1950  b. 

d.  Nogales,  Mexico  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2-6-1— 1.  Michael  Jerome  Binkley,  b.  May  30,  1951 
2-6-1-2.  Richard  Lee  Binkley,  b.  June  5,  1952 
2-6-2.  DONALD  RICHARD  WOMACK  WANDA  JO  BLAKMORE 
b.  June  4, 1934  m.  Sept.  14,  1956  b.  May  3,  1935 

d.  Lordsberg,  N.  M.  d. 

Child  (great-great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  H.): 

2-6-2-1.  Lee  Ann  Womack,  b.  Jan.  16,  1961  (adopted) 

2-7.  LUCILE  WOMACK  HORACE  TAYLOR 

b.  Jan.  8,  1913  m.  Aug.  16,  1932  b.  Nov.  7,  1911 

d.  Phoenix,  Arizona  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.): 

2-7-1.  Joanne  Taylor,  b.  Aug.  9,  1933 
2-7-2.  Robert  Ellis  Taylor,  b.  Aug.  16,  1936 
2-7-1.  JOANNE  TAYLOR  LEDIE  JAMES  BERGMANN 

b.  Aug.  9,  1933  m.  June  12,  1955  b.  Mar.  4,  1932 

d.  Portland,  Oregon  d. 

Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

2— 7— 1—1 .  Jeffrey  Robert  Bergmann,  b.  Nov.  27,  1957 
2-7-1-2.  Michal  James  Bergmann,  b.  Nov.  14,  1960 
2-7-1-3.  Douglas  Lloyd  Bergmann,  b.  June  29,  1962 
2-7-2.  ROBERT  ELLIS  TAYLOR  MARGARET  SUE  MATTIX 

b.  Aug.  16,  1936  m.  June  17,  1961  b.  May  30,  1937 

d.  Memphis,  Tenn.  d. 
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2-8.  VIRGINIA  WOMACK 
b.  Mar.  4,  1918 
d. 


2-8-1. 

2-8-2. 

2-8-3. 

3.  JOHN  ADDISON  HIX 
b.  Oct.  7,  1878 
d.  Mar.  9,  1952 


JOE  S.  BEEBE 
m.  Mar.  17,  1943  b.  June  22,  1919 

Dallas,  Texas  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

Margaret  Ann  Beebe,  b.  June  15,  1944 
Joe  Stephen  Beebe,  b.  Sept.  22,  1946 
Patricia  Jean  Beebe,  b.  April  8,  1948 

JOE  ETTA  TEMPLETON 
b.  Aug.  30,  1882 
d.  Feb.  12,  1962 


HENRY  SUTTON 
b.  Aug.  15,  1908 
d. 

H.): 


Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

3—1.  Elizabeth  Evelyn  Hix,  b.  Feb.  25,  1918 
3-2.  John  Templeton  Hix,  b.  Sept.  9,  1919 
3-3.  Etta  Louisa  Hix,  b.  Jan.  17,  1922 
3-4.  Jewel  Jean  Hix,  b.  Feb.  5,  1927 
3-1.  ELIZABETH  EVELYN  HIX 
b.  Feb.  25,  1918  m.  Jan.  31,  1954 

d.  Coffee  Co.,  Tenn. 

Child  (great-grandchild  of  J.  W. 

3-1-.  Joyce  Anne  Sutton,  b.  May  21,  1960 
3-2.  JOHN  TEMPLETON  HIX  ELIZABETH  WISEMAN 

b.  Sept.  9,  1919  m.  Jan.  13,  1944  b.  Oct.  26,  1925 

d.  ,  Ala. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.): 

3-2-1.  James  Clifford  Hix,  b.  Aug.  20,  1945  (died) 

3-2-2.  Martha  Jane  Hix,  b.  Nov.  2,  1953 
3-3-3.  Barbara  Ann  Hix,  b.  May  18,  1955;  d.  Feb.  13,  1962 
3-3.  ETTA  LOUISA  HIX  GLENN  A.  PETTY 

b.  Jan.  17,  1922  m.  Jan.  11,  1948  b.  April  26,  1918 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

3-3-1.  Dan  Alvin  Petty,  b.  June  16,  1949 
3-3-2.  Connie  Lou  Petty,  b.  Nov.  14,  1951 
3-4.  JEWEL  JEAN  HIX  HENRY  NELSON  JOHNSON 


b.  Feb.  5,  1927 
d. 


m.  Feb.  16,  1946  b.  Aug.  22,  1921 

Walker  Co.,  Ga.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.)  :• 

Terry  Allen  Johnson,  b.  Mar.  30,  1948 
Dennis  Lynn  Johnson,  B.  May  17,  1952 
EARL  HIX  HESTER  WATSON 

m.  Jan.  4,  1906  b.  Dec.  13,  1884 

Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

Harold  Hollis  Hix,  b.  Nov.  6,  1906 
Runa  Duggan  Hix,  b.  Sept.  25,  1908 
Wanda  Leita  Hix,  b.  Aug.  13,1915 
Martha  Jeanete  Hix,  b.  Feb.  16,  1919 
Julian  Earl  Hix,  b.  July  5,  1923 
4-1.  HAROLD  HOLLIS  HIX  HATTIE  MAE  SCHULTZ 

b.  Nov.  6,  1906  m.  Sept.  27,  1930  b.  Oct.  9,  1904 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

4-1-1.  Carolyn  Maysel  Hix,  b.  Sept.  5,  1931 


3-4-1. 
3-4-2. 
4.  BRADFORD 
b.  Dec.  9,  1881 
d. 


4-1. 

4-2. 

4-3. 

4-4. 

4-5. 
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4-1-2.  Maurice  Herschel  Hix,  b.  Jan.  12,  1936;  d.  Mar.  20, 

1937, 

4-1-3.  Doyl  Lynn  Hix,  b.  July  27,  1940 

4-1-1.  CAROLYN  MAYSEL  HIX  DEWEY  WOODROW  HOOD 

b.  Sept.  5,  1931  m.  Sept.  6,  1950  b. 

d.  d. 


Children  (great-great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

4—1— 1—1 .  Michael  Timothy  Hood,  b.  Aug.  5,  1951 
4-1-1-2.  David  Adrian  Hood,  b.  May  3,  1955 
4-2.  RUNA  DUGGAN  HIX  MATTIE  REE  HOLT 

b.  Sept.  25,  1908  m.  July  26,  1934  b.  Jan.  6,  1910 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

4-2-1.  Henry  Holt  Hix,  b.  April  10,  1936 
4-2-2.  Betty  Dell  Hix,  b.  July  29,  1938 
4-2-3.  Runa  Dan  Hix,  b.  July  2,  1944 

4-2-1.  HENRY  HOLT  HIX  MARY  JANE  MOONINGHAM 


b.  April  10,  1936  m.  April  27,  1956  b.  April  14,  1939 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Child  (great-great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  H.): 

4—2—  1 — 1 .  Mary  Lisa  Hix,  b.  Dec.  13,  1957 
4-3.  WANDA  LEITA  HIX  KENNETH  MELVIN  GUNNELL 

b.  Aug.  13,  1915  m.  April  16,  1939  b.  Sept.  6,  1915 

d.  Columbia,  S.  C.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

4-3-1.  Nancy  Carol  Gunnell,  b.  July  27,  1940 
4-3-2.  Kenneth  Melvin  Gunnell,  Jr.,  b.  May  5,  1945 
4-4.  MARTHA  JEANETTE  HIX  FRANCIS  J.  HERBERT 

b.  Feb.  16,  1919  m.  May  26,  1951  b.  July  14,  1916 

d.  Corpus  Christi,  Texas  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

4-4-1.  Lee  Alan  Hebert,  b.  Mar.  14,  1953 
4-4-2.  Linda  Carol  Hebert,  b.  Dec.  1,  1954 

4- 5.  JULIAN  EARL  HIX  MARGARET  YATES 

b.  July  25,  1 923  m.  Mar.  26,  1 945  b. 

d.  Chattanooga,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

4-5-1.  Rebecca  Ann  Hix,  b.  Aug.  4,  1947 

4- 5-2.  Charles  Bradford  Hix,  Oct.  8,  1953 

5.  THOMAS  WILLIAM  HIX  SUE  SHAPPARD 

b.  Dec.  7,  1884  m.  Mar.  28,  1913  b.  Feb.  4,  1884 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

5- 1.  Thomas  William  Hix,  Jr.,  b.  June  29,  1914 
5-2.  Clay  Wilson  Hix,  b.  Aug.  2,  1917 

5-3.  Holt  Streeter  Hix,  b.  Mar.  5,  1920 

5- 1.  THOMAS  WILLIAM  HIX,  JR. 

b.  June  2,  1914  m.  Dec.  17,  1937 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn. 

No  children 

5-2.  CLAY  WILSON  HIX 
b.  Aug.  2,  1917  m.  Feb.  22,  1946 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn. 


CHARLES  REAGOR 
b.  Sept.  2,  1916 
d. 

LOUISE  HUGHSON 
b.  Aug.  21,  1917 
d. 
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Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

5-2-1.  Mary  Charles  Hix,  b.  Oct.  26,  1949 
5-2-2.  Clay  Wilson  Hix,  Jr.,  b.  April  2,  1954 
5-3.  HOLT  STREETER  HIX  DUANE  BROWNING 

b.  Mar.  5,  1920  m.  Feb.  10,  1951  b.  Mar.  19,  1923 

d.  Yuma,  Arizona  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

5-3-1.  Russell  Stephen  Hix,  b.  Nov.  5,  1955 
5-3-2.  Susan  Lee  Hix,  b.  Nov.  26,  1957 

6.  MANERVA  ANGELINE  (ANGIE)  HIX  OLLIE  LEE  FROST 

b.  April  10,  1886  m.  Dec.  6,  1905  b.  Aug.  25,  1881 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

The  children  and  grandchildren  of  Manerva  Angeline  (Angie)  Hix  Frost 
and  Ollie  Lee  Frost  are  listed  as  Descendants  of  Joshua  Wright  Frost  and 
Mary  Ellen  Reagor  Frost  under  No.  4.  Ollie  Lee  Frost. 

7.  HENRY  JOSHUA  TOLLEY  HIX  EFFIE  ARMENTA  (ANGELINE) 

SNELL 

b.  April  1 1 ,  1888  m.  Dec.  28,  1913  b.  Jan.  29,  1896 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

One  child  (grandson  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

7-1.  WAYNE  PALMER  HIX  MARY  LUCILE  HICKERSON 

b.  April  21,  1916  m.  Nov.  17,  1941  b.  Sept.  8,  1917 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

7-1-1.  Norma  Fay  Hix,  b.  Jan.  28,  1952 
7-1-2.  Clyde  Wayne  Hix,  b.  Nov.  12,  1953 

8.  LAURA  ELYZABETH 

(LAURABET)  HIX  ELDRIDGE  LANDON  BOMAR 


b.  July  7,  1889 
d. 


m.  Nov.  20,  1913  b.  June  17,  1884 

Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d.  Dec.  27,  1953 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

8-1.  Elizabeth  Eldridge  Bomar,  b.  Oct.  29,  1914 
8-2.  Margaret  Louise  Bomar,  b.  July  20,  1916 
8-3.  Marion  Ruth  Bomar,  b.  Mar.  24,  1919 
8-4.  Martha  Jean  Bomar,  b.  April  7,  1923 
8-1.  ELIZABETH  ELDRIDGE  BOMAR  ROBERT  ELLIS  CHASE 

b.  Oct.  29,  1914  m.  June  4,  1942  b. 

d.  Chicago,  Illinois  d.  (divorced) 

No  children  to  this  marriage 

8-2.  MARGARET  LOUISE  BOMAR  ARTHUR  EDWARD  McKEE 

b.  July  20,  1916  m.  July  25,  1937  b. 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

8-2-1.  Arthur  Edward  McKee,  Jr.,  b.  Jan.  16,  1938; 
m.  Ann  Hall,  July  2,  1960 

8-3.  MARION  RUTH  BOMAR  LAWRENCE  RUSSELL  LAUGHLIN 
b.  Mar.  24,  1919  m.  Mar.  15,  1944  b. 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Child  (great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  H.): 

8-3-1.  Robert  Neal  Laughlin,  b.  April  16,  1950  (adopted) 

8-4.  MARTHA  JEAN  BOMAR  WILLIAM  ADOLPHUS  NORTON 

b.  April  7,  1923  m.  Mar.  29,  1945  b. 

d.  Marvel,  Arkansas  d. 
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Child  (great-grandchild  of  J.  W.  H.): 

8- 4-1.  Laura  Jean  Norton,  b.  Dec.  30,  1953 

9.  WILSIE  KATHLENE  HIX  DAVID  FRANKLIN  SHOFFNER 

b.  Mar.  7,  1892  m.  Dec.  23,  1914  b.  Oct.  6,  1892 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

9- 1.  Mary  Cathlyn  Shoffner,  b.  July  2,  1916 

9-2.  David  Franklin  Shoffner,  Jr.,  b.  Feb.  23,  1918;  d. 

Aug.  17,1919 

9-3.  Frances  Rebecca  Shoffner,  b.  Nov.  29,  1920 

9-4.  Emma  Lee  Shoffner,  b.  Oct.  23,  1929 

9-5.  Sara  Lynn  Shoffner,  b.  Jan.  17,  1933;  d.  Feb.  19,  1934 

9-4.  FRANCES  REBECCA  SHOFFNER  JAMES  HUFFMAN  MORSE 
b.  Nov.  29,  1920  m.  April  6,  1946  b.  Mar.  2,  1914 

d.  Franklin,  Ky.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

9-3-1.  Linda  K.  Morse,  b.  Sept.  25,  1951 
9-3-2.  Jamie  Sue  Morse,  b.  Feb.  20,  1955 

9-4.  EMMA  LEE  SHOFFNER  ‘  JOHN  ROBERT  TYREE 

b.  Oct.  23,  1929  m.  June  4,  1949  b.  Oct.  25,  1922 

d.  Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

9-4-1.  Vickie  Lynn  Tyree,  b.  June  4,  1950 
9-4-2.  Lydia  Karen  Tyree,  b.  Aug.  18,  1952 
9-4-3.  Clyde  Shoffner  Tyree,  b.  Feb.  16,  1954 
9-4-4.  John  Robert  Tyree  II,  b.  June  18,  1961 

11.  AUDA  FAY  HIX  WILLIAM  CLARK  HALE 

b.  July  6,  1895  m.  June  8,  1918  b.  Sept.  4,  1894 

d.  Bedford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

Children  (grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

1 1-1.  William  Clark  Hale,  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  26,  1919 
1 1-2.  Dennis  Parker  Hale,  b.  June  26,  1923 
1 1-3.  Bettie  Holt  Hale,  b.  April  2,  1932 

11-1.  WILLIAM  CLARK  HALE,  JR.  NELL  DAVIS 


b.  Nov.  26,  1919 

m.  June  12, 1948 

b. 

d. 

Walker  Co.,  Ga. 

No  children  by  1961 

d. 

11-2.  DENNIS 

PARKER  HALE 

SARAH  MAXWELL 

b.  June  26,  1923 

m.  1)  Mar.  21,  1947 

b. 

d. 

Rutherford  Co.,  Tenn.  d. 

No  children  to  this  marriage 

m.  2)  Aug.  3,  1957  b. 

Auburn,  Alabama  d. 

No  children  to  this  marriage  by  1961 

(divorced) 

FRANCES  WOOD 

11-3.  BETTIE 

HOLT  HALE 

BILLY  RAY  PRICE 

b.  April  2,  1932 

m.  Nov.  9,  1957 

b. 

d. 

Coffee  Co.,  Tenn. 

d. 

Children  (great-grandchildren  of  J.  W.  H.) : 

1 1-3-1.  Vicki  Fay  Price,  b.  Oct.  6,  1958;  d.  Oct.  12,  1958 
1 1-3-2.  Mark  Douglass  Price,  b.  Dec.  16,  1959 
1 1-3-3.  Kerri  Denise  Price,  b.  Feb.  15,  1962. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  FAMILY  RECORDS 

The  space  which  follows  has  been  provided  for  use  by  distant  relatives  in 
recording  their  own  genealogies  from  their  last  ancestor  sketched  in  this  book 
down  to  the  present  generation.  It  can  be  used  by  all  relatives  for  future 
records  of  their  immediate  families,  such  as  are  usually  found  in  family  Bibles. 
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A 

Addington,  Mary  (Mollie), 
168 

Akers,  Charles  W.,  261 
Akers,  Martha  Davis  Rus¬ 
sell,  261 

Alband,  Jo  Della  Penning¬ 
ton,  32 

Alband,  William  Carleton, 
32 

Alexander,  Betty  Ann  Hix, 
274 

Alexander,  Erskine  McKaja, 
148 

Alexander,  Frances  Reagor 
Pearson,  148 
Alexander,  Samuel,  274 
Anderson,  Garland,  17,  18, 
19,  23,  24,  25 

Anderson,  Sarah  Frost,  17, 
18,  23,  24 

Anderson,  others,  23 
Anderton,  Carmie  Bomar, 
232 

Anderton,  Elizabeth  Byrom, 
240 

Anderton,  Emmett  R.,  232 
Anderton,  John  M.,  222 
Anderton,  Rebecca  S.  Holt, 
215,  222 

Anderton,  William  H.,  240 
Anderton,  others,  222 
Annala,  Claudine  Jo,  311 
Annala,  Ellen  Kay,  311 
Annala,  Harriet  Ellen  Jack- 
son,  311 

Annala,  Jack  Howard,  311 
Annala,  Jack  Howard,  Jr., 
311 

Annala,  Lowell  Wayne,  312 
Annala,  Nancy  Lynn,  312 
Arnold,  Elizabeth  Wright, 
78,  79 

Arnold,  Samuel,  79 
Asbury,  Felicia  Swann 
Woodward,  iv,  28 
Asbury,  Sidney  M.,  28 
Asbury,  Vera  M.,  28 
Asher,  Julia,  268 
Askins,  Ada  Ruth  Swann,  8 
Askins,  Frank,  8 
Atkinson,  Kelley  Irene  Frost, 
44,  50,  306,  310 
Atkinson,  Ray  Cook,  50 
Atkinson,  Ray  Parker,  44, 
50,  310 

Awbrey,  Dorothy,  73 
Awbrey,  Dorothy  Meador,  73 
Awbrey,  Richard,  73 

B 

Balch,  Peggy,  258,  259 
Barker,  John,  245 
Barker,  Lydia  Silvertooth, 
245 

Barker,  others,  245 
Barnett,  John,  275 


Barnett,  Sarah  Jane  Hix,  275 
Barringer,  Adam,  162 
Barringer,  Daniel,  162 
Barringer,  Hannah,  162 
Barringer,  Jacob,  162 
Barringer,  John,  162 
Barringer,  Rosanah,  131, 
145,  162-165 

Bates,  Emma  Ethel  Frost,  45 
Bates,  Marion,  45 
Baxter,  Hazel  Silvertooth, 

255 

Baxter,  John,  255 
BEARDEN,  Ada  Reagor, 
141,207 
— Addie,  209 
— Albert,  209 

— Alice  Eleanor  Wiggs,  51, 
310 

—Alice  Lynn,  310 
—Allan,  200,  201,  203 
— Allen  McBride  (Mack), 
203,  210 

— Alta  Mai  Rudd,  119,  208 
— Argile,  202 

— Arnetta  Frances,  203,  209 
— Bettie  Shofner,  50,  133, 

205 

— Calvin,  133 
— Carrie  M.,  iv,  133,  205 
—Cecil,  119,  202,  207,208 
— Charlotte,  200,  202 
— Clarence,  209 
— Clay  Frost  (Josh),  51,  310 
— Clay  Frost,  Jr.,  310 
—Clifford,  133,  205 
— Cora,  208 

— Cora  Ann,  133,  143,  205 
—Eddie  B.,  203,  210 
—Edith,  209 
— Edward,  209 
—Eli  M.,  196-200 
— Elihu,  201,  203 
— Elizabeth,  200 
— Elizabeth  (Betty)  C.,  200- 

204 

— Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Edna, 
133,206 

— Elizabeth  Jane,  201,  204 
— Elizabeth  Jane  Tribble, 

?rn 

—Ellen  C.  Williams,  210 
— Ellie  R.  Bomar,  210 
— Elma,  207 

— Emily  Catherine  Reagor, 
132,  133,  205 
— Estell,  209 
— Ethridge,  209 
— Eula,  210 
—Eva,  209,  281,282 
—Finis,  198 
—Floy,  141,  207 
—Floyd,  141,  207 
— George  Alexander,  133, 

205 

— George  DeWitt,  133,  205 
— Gladys,  210 
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BEARDEN — Continued 
— Grace  Arvel,  133,  205 
— Grace  Mays,  208 
— Harvey  M.,  203,  209 
— Henry,  203 

— Henry  Clay,  50,  133,  205 
— Henry  Columbus,  118 
— Hubert,  A.,  210 
— Hugh  Lawson  White,  202 
— Ida  Martin,  133,  206 
— Ida  Woosley,  118,  133, 

205 

— Inez,  141,  207 
— James  Alton,  141,  207 
— James  C.  J.,  201,  204,  208 
— James  Calvin,  205 
— James  Lonnie,  44,  50,  133, 
205, 310 

— James  Lonnie,  Jr.,  51,  310 
— James  M.,  203,  208 
— James  Mathews,  118,  133, 

205 

— Jane  Floyd,  202 
—John,  196,  197,  198 
—John  O.,  203,  208,  209 
—John  T.,  200,  201,  202 
—John  W.,  207 
— Josie  B.,  203 
— Laura,  208 
— Laura  D.,  203,  210 
— Leland,  133,  205 
— Lena  Woll,  133,  205 
—Lillie,  209,  281 
—Lillie  W.,  133,  205 
— Mabel,  209 

— Mahala  Rogers  (Claunch), 
201,  204 

— Malissa  Elizabeth,  203, 

209 

— Manerva,  196,  199,  200, 
201,  290,  292,  293,  294 
— Margaret,  203 
— Margaret  Edward  Fisher, 
281 

— Marian  Jean,  310 
— Martha  Ann,  133,  201, 
204,  206 

— Mary  Burrow,  202 
— Mary  Elizabeth,  201,  204, 

206 

— Mary  Elizabeth  Gunn,  209 
— Mary  (Mollie)  Elizabeth 
Hix,  209,  281 
— Mary  Gaddis,  202 
— Mary  Lillian  Frost,  44,  49, 
50,  205,  306,  310 
— May,  209 
— Mourning,  198 
—Nancy,  40,  196-202 
— Nancy  C.  Floyd,  118 
— Nancy  Louisa,  201,  204, 
208 

— Nancy  Tribble,  207 
— Nathan,  200,  201,  202 
— Neomi  Hix,  133,  139,  205 
—Nimrod,  200,  201,  202 
— Oscar  Elmo,  203,  210 
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BEARDEN — Continued 
— Patience,  198 
— Pauline  Alexander,  51,  310 
— Pleasant,  198 
— Raus  Wynn,  141,  207 
— Richard,  200,  201 
— Richard  Calvin,  124,  133, 
201,  204 

— Richard  Christopher,  133, 
205 

— Rilley  (Rilda),  202 
— Robert,  133,  206 
— Robert  Lacy,  133,  139,  205 
— Rollie,  133,  205 
— Roscoe,  208 
— Ross  Hix,  133,  205 
— Roy  Newman,  209,  281, 
982 

— Ruby,  208 
— Sallie,  200,  201 
— Samuel,  206 
— Samuel  Reagor,  133,  206 
— Sarah,  203 

—Sarah  A.  Snell,  208,  209 
— Sarah  Caroline,  202,  285 
— Sheilah  Ann,  310 
— Susie  E.  Garrison,  210 
— Susie  Grubb,  133,  205 
— Ura,  207 

— Victoria  Bearden,  207 
— Walter  Emmett,  180,  207 
— Walter  Emmett,  Jr.,  180 
-Will,  209 

—William,  40,  198,  201,  203 
— William,  Jr.,  207 
—William  Eli  (Will),  201, 
204,  207 

— William  Newman,  203, 
209,  281 

— William  Wilson,  141,  207 
—Willis,  198,  200-204 
—Wynn,  198,  200-203,  208, 
209 

— Zula  Faner  Parker,  iv, 

172,  180,  207 
Beebe,  Jo  Stephen,  314 
Beebe,  Joe  S.,  302,  314 
Beebe,  Margaret  Ann,  314 
Beebe,  Patricia  Jean,  314 
Beebe,  Virginia  Womack, 
301,  302,  314 
Beery,  Frances  Eleanor 
Rands,  15,  16 

Beery,  Lawrence  A.,  Jr.,  16 
Belt,  Haller,  88 
Belt,  Lucy  Wright,  86,  88 
Belt,  Ruth,  88 
Belt,  Thomas,  Jr.,  88 
Belt,  Thomas  Wright,  88 
Bergmann,  Douglass  Lloyd, 
313 

Bergmann,  Jeffrey  Robert, 
313 

Bergmann,  Joanne  Taylor, 
313 

Bergmann,  Ledie  James,  313 
Bergmann,  Michal  James, 

313 

Berry,  Benjamin  W.,  246 
Best,  Andrew  Rogers,  50, 

303, 309 

Best,  Elizabeth  Lee  Frost,  50, 
303,  309 

Best,  Eric  Garfield,  303,  309 


Binkley,  Beverly  Jean  Wo¬ 
mack,  313 
Binkley,  Jerry,  313 
Binkley,  Michael  Jerome,  313 
Binkley,  Richard  Lee,  313 
Blackledge,  George,  252,  254 
Blackledge,  James,  252,  254 
Blackledge,  John  W.,  252, 
254 

Blackledge,  Mariah  Silver- 
tooth,  252-254 
Blackledge,  S.  W.,  254 
BOLLING,  Alexander,  98 
— Anne  Stith,  98 
— Charlotte  Edmunds,  98 
— Elizabeth  Hartwell,  98 
— Jane  Rolfe,  98 
— John,  98 
— Rebecca  B.,  98 
— Robert,  98 
—Stith  I  &  II,  98 
— Susanna,  98 
*BOMAR,  Aetna  Gertrude 
Hix,  133,  233,  281 
—Alta,  233 
— Carmie,  233 
—Clyde,  233 
— Dora  Simmons,  233 
— Elsie,  233 
— Ena  Shaw,  233 
— Eula  Stephens,  297 
—Holt,  233 
— James  L.,  233,  281 
— James  L.,  Jr.  235,  281 
— Maidee  Townsend,  233 
— Marietta  (Etta)  Angeline, 
224,  233 

— Mildred  Langston,  233 
— Morgan,  224,  233 
— Robert  Earl,  281 
■ — Roy,  233 
—Will,  297 
Bonner,  H.  B.,  177 
Bonner,  Josie  Clark,  177 
BOONE,  Ann  Farmer,  60, 
61 

— Benjamin,  16,  54,  59-66, 
185,  192 

— Catherine  (Katie),  62 
— Cener,  65,  66,  192 
— Cynthia  Carriger,  67 
— Daniel,  26,  60,  61,  63,  65, 
192 

— Deborah  Howell,  58 
— Elijah  Floyd,  65 
— Elizabeth,  62,  63 
— Elizabeth  Floyd,  65 
— Faner,  38,  65,  66,  192 
— Fannie  Adelaide,  67 
— George  I,  58 
— George  II,  58 
— George  III,  58,  59 
—George  IV,  58,  59 
— Hannah,  62,  63 
— Henry,  66,  68 
— Howard,  64,  65,  192 
—James,  59,  63,  65,  126,  192 
—John,  7,  16,  17,  58-63 
— John,  Jr.,  16,  61,  62,  63 
— Jonathan,  3,  16 
— Joseph,  59 
— Josie,  66 

—Mary  (Polly),  59,  62,  63, 
66 

— Mary  Maugridge,  58 
— Mary  Wilson,  62,  63 


BOONE — Continued 
— Minerva,  67,  128 
— Minerva  Jane  Trammell, 

67 

— Nancy,  62,  63 
— Noah  Webster,  63,  67,  68, 
128 

— Polly  (Mary),  34,  38,  65, 
192 

—Rebecca,  7,  16,  17,  25,  58, 
60-66,  185,  192 
— Rebecca  Davis,  62 
— Reuben  Holman,  63 
— Rhoda,  63,  65,  66,  1 19— 
130,  192 

— Sally  Howard,  38,  64,  65, 
68,  171,  192 
— Samuel,  59,  63,  67 
—Sarah,  16,  58-65,  127,  129 
— Sarah  Donaldson,  65,  192 
— Sarah  Jane  Parker,  66,  170 
— Sarah  Morgan,  60 
— Sarah  Uppey,  58 
— Squire,  58-61 
— Susannah,  60,  61 
— Viviana,  65,  192 
— William  (Billy),  36,  38, 
63,  64,  65,  68,  121,  123, 
171,  189,  192 

Boyer,  Amelia  (Millie),  256 
Boyer,  John,  256 
Boyer,  Mary  Eglantine,  255, 
256 

Boyer,  Mary  Shoffner,  256 
Boyette,  John,  126 
Boyette,  Nellie  Dan  Reagor, 
126 

Brandon,  Carl  C.,  45 
Brandon,  Mattie  Coleman 
Frost,  45 

Brantley,  Bruce  Bryan,  178 
Brantley,  Dosia  Hix,  178 
Brantley,  Martha,  178 
Brantley,  Robert  Bruce,  178 
Brantley,  Virginia,  178 
Brasfield,  Martha  P.  Silver- 
tooth,  250 

Brasfield,  Tilman  P.,  250 
Bridges,  James  A.,  124 
Bridges,  Sarah  Reagor,  124 
Bridges,  Tennie  Reagor,  124 
Bridges,  W.  Allen,  124 
Bridges,  others,  124 
Briggs,  Georgia  Dot  Weems, 
iv,  68,  128 

Brines,  Mittie  Hix,  276 
Broadaway,  Lemuel,  67,  123, 
129 

Broadaway,  Mary  (Polly) 
Boone,  66,  67 

Brock,  George  Allen,  131, 
146,  156,  157 

Brock,  James,  137,  156,  157 
Brock,  Margaret  Shook,  112, 
156 

Brotherton,  Amelia  M. 
Wright,  89 

Brown,  Fred  Norton,  126 
Brown,  Glen  T.,  143 
Brown,  Jessie  Stubblefield, 
297 

Brown,  Joseph  R.,  91,  92,  94 
Brown,  Mary  Ann  Clary,  91, 
92,  94 

*  Additional  BOMAR  names 
are  indexed  on  page  342. 
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Brown,  Nellie  Dan  Reagor, 
126 

Brown,  Rose  Marie  Monette, 
143 

Brown,  William,  39,  90,  93 
Bryan,  Jesse,  iv,  106,  108 
BRYANT,  Addie,  135,208 
— Cad  Crunk,  178 
— Doris  May,  303,  309 
— Emma,  208 
— Ernest,  277 
—Etta,  208 
— Florence,  208 
— Grace,  208 
— James  C.,  208 
— James  Earl,  119 
— Jesse,  208 
— John, 208 
— Johnnie,  208 
— Margaret  (Maggie),  141, 
208 

— Mildred,  119 
— Musa  Hix,  178 
■ — Nancy  Louisa  Bearden, 

208 

— Sciota  Coleman,  119 
— Suda  Hix,  277 
— Thomas  Earl,  119 
— Vesta  Coleman,  119 
—Walton,  119 

Buie,  Loyce  Lenora  Craw¬ 
ford,  126 
Buie,  R.  R.,  126 
Burdett,  Benjamin  (Dr.),  92 
Burrow,  Callie,  283 
Burrow,  Fannie,  257 
Burrow,  Hiram  H.,  138,  141 
Burrow,  Lou  (Lula)  Ingle 
Reagor,  138,  141 
Burrum,  Annie  Lee,  134 
Burrum,  George  Thadeus, 
134 

Burrum,  Hugh  Hutson,  134 
Burrum,  James,  134 
Burrum,  Olive  Reagor,  134 
Burrum,  Thursia  Hutson, 

134 

Burrum,  Walter  Marion,  134 
BYROM,  A.  C.  Jordan,  240 
—Addie,  241 

— Agnes  Fariss,  238,  240, 

241 

— Alice  Casandra,  241 
— Almedia  Adaline,  241 
— Almedia  Palestine,  241 
— Anne,  236,  241 
— Annie  Roberts,  241 
— Arie  Emma  Martin,  240 
— Asberry  Milton,  240 
— Ben  Jackson,  240,  241 
— Benjamin,  237,  238,  239, 
241,  242 

— Blanche  Brooks,  242 
— Bryant,  236 
— Caldonia  Angeline,  241 
— Caroline  Madora  Dicki- 
son,  242 

— Carolyn  Lokey,  243 
— Charles  Andrew,  242 
— Dora  Price,  241 
— Edna  Milton,  242 
— Edward  Pinkney,  240 
— Edwin  B.,  240 
—Eli,  243,  296 
—Eliza,  241,  297 
— Eliza  Hays,  242 


BYROM — Continued 
— Elizabeth,  211,  214,  237- 
240,  243,  296 
■ — Elizabeth  E.,  243 
— Elizabeth  Lasater,  240 
— Elizabeth  Rodden,  238 
— Eloner,  237 
— Emeline  Holder,  240 
— Emma,  243 
— Emory,  241 
— Ezekiel,  237 
— Fannie  E.  Morris,  240 
— Fannie  Riddle,  243,  296 
— Florinda  Jane,  240 
— Frances  A.  Wallace,  238 
— Frances  Mills,  236 
— Franklin  P.,  240 
— George,  243 
— George  Smith,  241 
— George  W.,  240 
— Gertrude  Dickerson,  242 
— Green  H.,  240 
— Henderson  Richard,  241 
—Henry,  163,  211,  225,  236- 

239 

— Henry  Duncan,  238 
—Henry  H.,  238,  239,  241 
— Henry  Joab  (Rev.  Joe). 

240 

— Henry  Lafayette,  241 
— Ida  Ray,  243 
— Ishum  P.,  241 
— Isola  A.  Harbin,  238 
—James,  236,  237,  239,  240 
— James  B.,  243 
— James  C.,  243 
— James  K.  Polk,  240 
— James  Martin,  239,  243 
— James  Milton,  240 
— James  Washington,  242 
— James  Wilson,  240 
— Jane  E.  Blake,  242 
— Jason  David,  242 
— Jasper  Alexander,  242 
— Jeff  Davis,  238 
— Jennie  Sargent,  240 
— John, 237 

— John  Alexander,  238,  241 
— John  Andrew,  242 
— John  Calvin,  237,  239, 
240,  243 

— Joseph  Henry,  242,  243 
— Kate  Milsaps,  240 
— John  Milton,  242 
— Lee  Pinkney,  242 
— Lucinda  Jane,  238,  242 
— Lucy,  240 
— Lucy  Lasater,  242 
— Manervia  A.  Riddle,  243, 
296 

— Margaret  Caroline,  240, 
242 

— Margaret  A.  Rice,  240 
— Margaret  Elizabeth  Tucker 
(Jones),  242 

— Margaret  J.  Weeks,  238 
— Mariah  A.,  241 
— Mariah  H.,  243,  296 
—Marion  W.,  243,  296 
— Martha,  243 
— Martha  Ann,  242 
— Martha  Custis  Temple,  241 
— Martha  Louise,  241 
—Mary,  236,  237 
— Mary  A.  Dean,  242 


BYROM — Continued  ■ 
—Mary  (Polly)  C.,  239,  242, 
243 

— Mary  (Polly)  Caroline 
Short,  240 

— Mary  Elizabeth  Hill,  242 
— Mary  Elizabeth  Temple, 
241 

— Mary  Frances,  238,  242 
— Mary  Jane,  242,  243 
— Mary  Melvina,  241 
— Mary  Stampier  Cooke, 
163,  211,  225,  237- 

239 

— Matilda  H.  Crick,  238,  241 
—Milton,  238,  239,  241,  242 
— Milton  Lafayette,  241 
— Mollie  Yows,  240 
— Nancy  C.  Arnold,  242 
— Nancy  C.  Fariss,  240,  241 
— Nancy  Caroline,  241 
— Nancy  Clementine,  241 
— Nannie,  241,  296 
— Orzwill,  237 

— Patricia  Shasteen  Rogers, 

240 

—Peter,  236,  237 
— Phebe,  237 
— R.  C.,  240 
• — Reuben,  237 
—Robert  Cooke,  239,  242, 
243 

—Robert  Eli,  238,  242 
— Rosa  L.  Langley,  242 
— Sarah,  243 
— Sarah  Adeline,  240 
— Sarah  Ann,  239,  243 
—Sarah  Ann  Edens,  243 
— Sarah  Caroline,  243 
— Sarah  Elizabeth,  242 
— Sarah  Elizabeth  McElroy, 

241 

— Sarah  Riddle,  243,  296 
— Sarah  W.  Walker,  242 
— Sarah  Wiseman,  241 
— Sernettie  Holt,  240 
— Siddie  Gore,  243 
— Sophronia,  241 
— Susan  Caroline,  242 
— Thomas,  238-241,  243 
— Thomas  Columbus,  242 
— Thomas  Monroe,  240 
— Tranquilla,  240 
—Victoria  (Vic)  Stovall, 

240 

- — William,  237,  240 
— William  Fletcher,  241 
— William  H.,  243,  296 
— William  Henry,  239,  240, 

241 

— William  Henry  K.,  242 
—William  L.,  240 

C 

Cain,  Boyce,  5 
Cain,  Elizabeth,  7 
Campbell,  Alfred,  122,  123, 
125,  284 

Campbell,  Martha,  122,  125 
Campbell,  Sarah  Reeves,  284 
Campbell,  Susan  C.,  284 
Caplinger,  Barbara  Reagor, 
110,  111 

Caplinger,  John,  110,  111 
Carlton,  Amelia  Pettey,  95, 

96 

Carlton,  David,  95,  96 
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Carmichael,  Elizabeth  (Lisa) 
Ann,  100 

Carmichael,  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Beth)  Short,  100 
Carmichael,  Lewis  Mack, 

100 

Carpenter,  Mary  Ann  Shook, 
156 

Carpenter,  Thomas  III,  156 
Carpenter,  William  T.,  156 
Carrier,  Carmack,  307 
Carrier,  Ellen  Reagor  Dris- 
‘ kill,  307 

Castleman,  Clara,  134 
Castleman,  George  Reagor, 
134 

Castleman,  Rhoda  Ellen 
Reagor,  134 
Castleman,  Scott,  134 
Catron,  David  W.,  8 
Catron,  Sarah  Ellen  Swann, 
8 

Cauble,  Aurelia  Josephine 
Philputt,  204 

Cauble,  Charles  Allan,  204 
Cauble,  Peter  Commodore, 
204 

Chaffin,  Elizabeth,  188 
Chaffin,  Nathan,  7 
Chase,  Elizabeth  Eldridge 
Bomar,  316 

Chase,  Robert  Ellis,  316 
Cheshire,  Arthur,  28 
Cheshire,  Delphia  Elizabeth, 
28 

Childs,  Bennett  Walker,  67 
Childs,  Fannie  Adelaide 
Boone,  67 

Childs,  James  B.,  34,  60,  63, 
67 

Childs,  Trail  B.,  67 
Christian,  Allen,  234 
Christian,  Sarah  Holt,  234 
Church,  J.  L.,  213,  229 
Church,  Lena  Loneffie  Lim- 
baugh,  229 
Church,  Roy,  229 
Clanton,  Elizabeth,  80,  84 
Clanton,  Mary,  80,  84,  86, 
87,  90 

Clark,  Ann  Ramsey,  177 
Clark,  Isaac  M.,  177 
Clark,  Josie,  177 
Clark,  Louise  Nunn,  10,  11 
Clark,  Lula,  177 
Clark,  Nancy  Riley,  78,  79, 
81-83 

Clark,  others,  177 
Clary,  Lucy  Caroline,  34,  35, 
89,  92 

Clary,  Mary  Ann,  34,  35,  89, 
91 

Clary,  Nancy  Wright,  34 
(See  also  Nancy  Wright 
Frost.) 

Clary,  William,  34,  89,  90,  91 
Claunch,  Charlotte  Bearden, 
200,  202 

Claunch,  Eliza,  245 
Claunch,  James  H.,  200,  202 
Claunch,  Mahala,  201 
Clenny,  Annie  Florence  Hut¬ 
son,  134 

Clenny,  Charlie,  134 
Clenny,  Leander  (Lea),  134 
Codd,  Ann  Mottrom,  70 


Codd,  Beatrix,  70 
Codd,  Berkley,  70 
Codd,  James,  70 
Codd,  Mary,  70 
Codd,  St.  Ledger,  70 
COLEMAN,  Bettie  Edmon¬ 
son,  118 
— Edd,  119 
— James  (Jim),  118 
— James  Etheridge,  118 
— Jane  Floyd,  118,  202 
— Jesse,  118,  119 
— Jesse,  Jr.,  119 
— Joe,  119 
— John,  118 
— Joshua,  202 
— Katie  Floyd,  118 
— Matie  May,  118 
— Mattie  Mullins,  118 
— Maurine,  118 
— Sciota,  119 
Collins,  John,  272,  273 
Collins,  Sarah,  269  (See 
Sarah  Collins  Hix.) 
Collins,  William,  273 
Cook,  John,  163 
Cook,  Sarah,  163 
Cooke,  Elizabeth,  237 
Cooke,  Mary  Stampier,  163, 
211,  225,  237,  238,  239 
Cooke,  Robert,  237,  243 
Copeland,  Mary  Ann 
George,  193 
Copeland,  William,  193 
Couganhour,  David,  247, 
248,  249 

Couganhour,  Jacob  A.,  248, 
249 

Couganhour,  Mary  Rawlins, 
249 

Couganhour,  Richard,  248 
COVEY,  Barbara  Mc- 
Crosky,  169 
— Carleen,  169 
— Catherine,  166 
— Corneley  Vetus,  166 
— Dolores,  169 
— Elizabeth  (Betsy),  115, 
132,  136,  163-168, 

176 

— Elizabeth  Nap,  163 
— Henrietta  Tennessee,  167 
— Hopkins  Turner,  166 
— Jacob  Granville,  167 
— James,  163,  164 
— James  David,  169 
— James  Reagor,  167 
— John,  163,  164 
— John  Galbreath,  166 
— John  Henry  Dean,  167 
—John  Nap  I,  164,  165,  167 
— John  Nap  II,  162-169 
— John  Nap  III,  169 
—Joseph,  131,  136,  162,  163, 
164 

— Joseph  Dow,  165,  167,  168 
— Joseph  Peterson,  166 
— Julie  Ann,  169 
— Mark,  169 

— Martha  Holmes  Farrar, 

167 

— Martha  J.  Proby,  166 
— Mary  (Polly),  165,  166 
— Mary  (Mollie)  Addington, 

168 

— Mary  B.,  166 


COVEY — Continued 
— Mary  Katherine,  167 
— Nancy,  165 
—Nancy  (Kelly),  166 
— Ona  Frances  Highfill,  169 
— Ona  Sue,  169 
— Paul  Arthur,  169 
— Rachel,  163 
— Rosanah  Barringer,  131, 
136, 162-166 
— Rosanah  Ransom,  167 
— Ruth  Devero,  169 
— Samuel,  162,  163 
— Samuel  P.,  163 
— Sarah  Cook,  163 
— Sarah  Elizabeth,  167 
— Sarah  Isabel,  166 
— Susan  (Johnson),  167 
— Welcome  Boy,  166 
— Welcome  Junius,  167 
— William,  163 
— William  Stuart,  166 
— Zelma  Humble,  169 
Crawford,  Betty  Holland, 

127 

Crawford,  Betty  Louise,  127 
Crawford,  Claudia  Fields, 
120,  126 

Crawford,  Deborah  Martin 
Stevens,  126,  127 
Crawford,  Howard  Nathan, 
126 

Crawford,  Howard  Nathan, 
Jr.,  126 

Crawford,  Janet  Owen,  127 
Crawford,  Jo  Ann,  127 
Crawford,  Loyce  Lenora, 

126 

Crawford,  Wayne  Scott,  127 
Critz,  Elizabeth  Frost,  33 
Critz,  Haman,  8,  12,  15,  33 
Crumrine,  Richard,  97 
CURL,  Charles,  217,  218 
— Elizabeth  (Betsy)  Holt, 
214,216,217 
—John  H.,  218 
— Martha  (Mattie)  Still,  218 
—Martin  V.,  218 
—Mary  J.,  215,  217,  218 
— Nancy  Telitha.  218 
— Ofal  Glenn  Rife,  218 
— Reuben  B.,  218 
— Thomas  Lafayette,  218 
— William  J.,  214,  217 
— William  J.,  Jr.,  218 
— others,  218 

D 

Daniel,  James  Morgan,  221 
Daniel,  Mary  C.  Holt,  221, 
223 

Daniel,  Solomon  Lafayette 
(Fate),  221 

Daniel,  Susan  Holt,  221,  223 
Daniel,  Turley  Caroline 
Holt,  219 

Daniel,  W.  Rufus,  219 
Daniel,  others,  219,  221,  223 
Dannefelser,  Ruth,  53 
Darnall,  Elizabeth,  74 
Darnall,  Jeremiah,  74 
Darnall,  Waugh,  74 
Davidson,  John  Vance,  125 
Davidson,  LouElla  Lacy,  125 
DAVIS,  Albert  H.,  260,  261 
— Amelia  Wright,  86,  88 
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DAVIS — Continued 
— Angeline,  260 
— Ann,  263 

— Anna  Jane  Duckworth, 

261 

— Annie  Porter  Silvertooth, 
224,  252,  253,  257,  259, 
263,  264 

— Anne  Wright,  71 
— Baliss,  258,  259,  260,  262, 
263 

— Ben,  261 

— Betty  Elizabeth  Trigg,  262 
— Caroline,  88 

— Christine  Lee  Shofner,  267 
— Cynthia,  262 
— Eliza  Jane  Sisk,  262 
— Ewin  L.,  iv,  223,  257-263, 
266 

— Fannie  Park  Leeper,  265 
— Felix  Jefferson,  262 
— Felix  Shurman,  265 
—Felix  T.,  224,  231,  252, 
253,  254,  257,  258,  259, 
263,  264,  265 

— Frances  Elizabeth  Davis, 
262 

— Frances  V.  Spears,  263 
— Francis  Marion,  258,  260 
— Freeman  Davis,  258,  259, 
261 

— George  Francis  Marion, 
259,  262,  263 
— George  W.,  260 
— Gerrard,  71 
— Hezekiah,  260 
— Isaac,  88 
— James,  88,  253 
— James  Baliss,  261 
— James  K.  Polk,  260 
— James  Ditto,  258,  259,  260, 
262,  263 
— Jane,  259 
— Janie,  260,  261 
— Jefferson,  261 
— John,  261,  266 
— John  S.,  260 
—John  V.  Wright,  260 
— J.  (John)  Winsor,  258, 
262,  265 

— Joseph  Ludwell,  262 
— Judea  (Judy)  Ray,  260 
— Julia  Matilda,  260 
— Katherine  (Katie)  Ray, 
260 

— Lafayette,  260 
— Letitia  Anthony,  261 
— Lizzie,  260 
— Louella,  261 
— Louisa,  260 
— Lucinda,  259,  263,  265 
— Lucy,  88 

— Lula  Williamson  Frazier, 
262 

— Manan,  259,  263 
— Martha  Jane  Ray,  261 
— Matilda  Angeline,  224, 
231,  232,  234,  251,  254, 
259,  263,  264,  265 
— Matilda  Caroline,  262 
— Matilda  Greenwell,  258, 
259,  261,  262 

— McLin  I,  257,  258,  259, 
261,  266 

—McLin  II,  258,  259,  261, 
262 


DAVIS — Continued 
— McLin  Hezekiah,  262 
— Martha  Jane  (Janie),  260, 
262 

— Martha  Jane  Ray,  261 
— Mary  Florence  Hannah, 

260 

— Mary  J.,  260 
— Mary  Jane,  263 
— Mary  L.,  263 
— Mary  Ray,  261 
— Nancy  C.,  260 
— Nancy  Silvertooth,  253, 
261 

—Nell,  261,  303,  317 
— Nellie  Long,  261 
— Norman  H.,  257,  265 
— Orris  Ewin,  261 
— Palina  Parks,  260 
—Paul,  265 

— Peggy  Balch,  258,  259 
— Sallie,  253 
— Sanarch,  260 
— Sarah  Rosanah,  259,  263 
—Snead,  257,  258,  266 
— Telitha  Jane  Bobo,  262 
4 — Thomas,  88,  260 
— Thomas  Sneed,  262,  266 
—William,  88 

— William  Harrison  (Bud), 
260 

—Willie,  260 

DEAN,  Barbara  Lee  Wo¬ 
mack,  312 
— Birdie  L.,  141 
— Clayton  James,  312 
— E.  E.,  141 
— Everett,  141 
— Gary  Alan,  312 
— James  Henry,  138,  140 
— James  Lee,  312 
— John  Henry,  166 
— John  Pinkney,  137,  140, 
147 

— Lou  Reagor,  141 
— Lucy  Frances,  138,  140 
— Mary  (Polly)  Covey,  165, 
166 

— Mary  Rosanah,  138,  140 
— Nancy  Carolyn  Reagor, 
138  (See  Reagor  and 
Hix) 

— Sallie  Florence  McGill, 

140 

— William  Porter,  312 
— others,  140 
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313 

— Porter  Wilson,  301,  302, 
311,  312 

— Rowena  Mecey,  302,  313 
— Ruth  Elizabeth  McCauley, 

302,  312 

— Sallie  Pearson,  302 
— Susan  Del,  313 
— Timothy  Andrew,  313 
— Virginia,  301,  302,  311, 
313 

— Wallace  Hagan,  302,  311, 
312 


WOMACK — Continued 
— Wanda  Jo  Blakmore,  313 
WOODWARD,  Ann  Allan, 
28 

— Delphia  Elizabeth 
Cheshire,  28 
— Felicia  Swann,  iv,  28 
— George,  E.,  29 
— James  Finch,  230 
—John  Wickliffe,  28,  29 
— Letitia  Monetta  Frost,  28, 
29 

— Louis  Harry,  28 
— Mary  Jane  Deerin,  230 
(See  Holt,  Mary  Jane 
Deerin) 

— Mary  Virginia  Dunn,  13, 
28 

- — McCager,  230 
Woosley,  Elizabeth  M.  Hix, 
280,  286 

Woosley,  Ida,  118,  205 
Woosley,  James,  118,  179 
Woosley,  Mary  Elizabeth 
Farrar,  118,  179 
Woosley,  Stella  E.,  206 
Woosley,  William  F.,  280, 
286 

Woosley,  others,  286 
WORD,  Asenath  Smith,  280 
* — Cuthbert,  274 
— Edward,  280 
— Martha  Ann,  280 
— Martha  Jane  Gilliland, 
173,  274 

— Martha  L.  Hix,  274,  275 
— Nancy  C.  Hix,  274,  305, 
306 

—Polly  R.,  224 
— Sibby  Ellen,  274 
— Thomas,  S.,  138,  274 
—William  H.,  274,  275 
WRIGHT,  Agatha,  78 
—Amelia,  78,  79,  80,  82,  86 
— Amelia  Matilda,  89 
— Ann,  70 
— Ann  Mottrom,  70 
— Ann  Williams,  76 
— Anne,  71 

— Anne  Washington,  70,  72 
— Charles  Calvin,  89 
— Charles  Calvin,  Jr.,  89 
— Clyde  Robert,  89 
— Cynthia,  83 

—Daniel,  35,  36,  78,  79,  80, 
81,  86,  87,  88 
—Daniel  W.,  80 
— David  Ralph,  89 
— David  Ralph,  Jr.,  89 
— Dorothy  Awbrey,  73,  74 
— Eliza,  83 

— Elizabeth,  75,  78,  79 
— Elizabeth  Darnall,  74,  76 
— Elvina  Wheeler,  87 
— Eula  Bumgarner,  89 
— Frances,  78,  81,  82 
— Frances  Truseau,  89 
— Francis,  70-76 
— Harriet,  83 
— James,  75,  78,  81,  87 
— James  Thomas  Carr,  89 
— James  William,  89 
— Jennie  Catherine  Land,  89 
—John  I,  71,  72,  73,  74,  75 
—John  II,  73,  74 
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—John  III,  73,  75,  76,  77, 

78,  79 

— John,  Jr.,  36,  78,  80,  81, 
82 

— John  M.,  83 

— John  (others),  80,  81,  83, 
86-90 

— John  Rowland,  89 
— John  S.,  89 
— Lucinda,  83 

— Lucretia  (Lucy),  35,  78, 

79,  80,  81,  95,  100,  101 
— Lucy,  86,  88 

— Martha  Cox,  70,  72 
—Mary  (Polly),  75,  80,  86, 
87,  90 

— Mary  Clanton,  34,  80,  84, 
86,  87,  90 
— Mary  Davis,  89 
— Matilda,  83 
— Mottrom,  70 
— Nancy,  45,  69,  73,  76,  78, 

80,  83,  85-90,  94,  185 
— Nancy  Young,  80 


WRIGHT — Continued 
— Patsy,  78,  83 
— Peggey,  78,  79,  83 
—Polly,  78,  83,  87 
—Richard,  69,  70,  72,  75, 
100 

— Robert  M.,  89 
— Rosamond,  75 
— Rosey,  78,  83 
— Ruth  Griggs,  70 
—Sally,  78,  79,  81 
— Sally  Armstrong,  90 
— Sally  Mitchell,  83 
— Sarah  Martin,  35,  82,  88, 
89 

— Sukky,  78,  83 
— Thomas,  34,  45,  73,  78-86, 
89,  90,  91,  101 
— Thomas  B.,  80,  86 
—William,  75,  78,  81,  83 
— William  M.,  89 
— William  Richard,  77 
— William  Williams,  35,  80, 
81,  82,  86,  88,  89 


WRIGHT — Continued 
— Williams,  35,  78,  79,  81, 
83 

Wyche,  Lucinda  Wright,  80 
Wynn,  A.  Evans,  196,  197 

Y 

Yankey  (Yankee),  Barbara, 
245,  247 

Yankey  (Yankee),  Mary 
(Polly),  245 
Young,  Grace  Philputt 

*BOMAR  (Names  omitted 
on  Page  322) 

— Eldridge  Landon,  232,  303, 
316 

— Elizabeth  Eldridge,  303, 
316 

— Laurabet  Hix,  232,  298, 
301,  303,  311,  316 
— Margaret  Louise,  303,  316 
— Marion  Ruth,  303,  316 
— Martha  Jean,  303,  316 
— Mary  Ella  Holt,  233 
— Thurman,  233 


